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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF 
PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION 


Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  December  1,  1917. 
To  His  Excellency,  Martin  G.  Brnmbangh,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  I  have  the 
honor  herewith  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction,  for  the  school  year  ending  July  2,  1917,  being  the 
eighty-fourth  report  upon  the  public  schools  of  the  Commonwealth. 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 


DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCT  ION 


To  the  Senate  and  the  Honse  of  Rei)re.sentatives, 

Geutlenien:  It  is  an  ancient  saying  that  when  Mars  rages,  the 
hnnianities  (Un-ay.  Tlie  god  of  war  is  always  i\\>t  to  interfere  with 
the  regniar  work  of  the  schools.  The  present  Avar  is  no  exception. 
The  call  lo  the  colors  has  rednce<l  the  attendance  at  onr  colleges- 
and  professional  schools.  Enlistment  and  the  draft  have  taken  aw^T 
many  teachers  whose  i)laces  it  is  difflcnlt  or  im])ossible  to  fill.  Tlie 
bnrdens  of  taxation  foi'  war  pnrposes  have  been  increased  to  snch 
an  extent  that  directors  will  hesitate  to  make  the  increase  in  the 
tax  levy  which  seems  necessary  to  keep  the  schools  nj)  to  the  present 
standard  of  efficiency.  The  news  from  the  war  diverts  pnblic  attention 
from  the  things  of  the  mind  to  the  agencies  of  destrnction.  The 
American  })eoi)le  can  be  well  satisfied  if  in  these  critical  days  the 
school  can  be  kept  from  deteriorating  in  its  work  both  for  the  child 
and  for  the  State  and  the  nation. 

The  school  is  the  most  eft'ective  agency  for  reaching  every  home 
in  the  land.  It  is  high  praise  for  the  schools  that  so  many  problems 
are  shied  at  tliem  for  solntion.  Liberty  Loans,  Ked  Cross  Work,  Food 
Prodnction  and  Conservation,  V.  M.  C.  A.  Contribntions  and  many 
other  things  of  vital  imjjortance  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  have 
been  ])nt  n])  to  the  teachers  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  every  liome 
in  the  land.  It  is  tlie  patriotic  duty  of  every  inhabitant  to  support 
the  government  in  all  that  it  is  trying  to  achieve  for  humanity.  The 
schools  liave  shown  a  ])raiseworthy  A\illingness  to  assist  in  every 
way  to  the  fulk'st  possible  extent. 

VOCATIONAL  EDUCATION. 

Of  all  the  problems  which  tlie  fe<leral  government  has  j)ut  up  to 
the  schools,  none  has  greater  significance  for  the  future  i»rosi»erity 
of  our  i)eoi)le  than  the  ]»roblem  of  vocational  education.  There  was 
a  time  when  we  could  put  Ihe  American  workman  into  competition 
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with  its  rivals  in  every  country  of  Europe.  The  American  worked 
with  greater  speed  and  efficiency.  The  war  has  wrought  a  change. 
If  reports  be  true,  the  European  workman,  under  the  stress  of  dire 
necessity,  has  acquired  a  maximum  of  speed  and  efficiency.  We  shall 
be  up  against  a  new  kind  of  competition  in  the  industrial  and  com- 
mercial rivalry  which  is  sure  to  follow  the  world  crisis  in  which  the 
nations  are  now  involved.  Realizing  this  fact,  the  federal  govern- 
ment has  appropriated  liberal  sums  of  money  for  the  encouragement 
of  agricultural  and  industrial  education,  including  home  economics. 
Under  the  Smith-Hughes  bill  which  was  signed  by  the  President  on 
the  twenty-third  day  of  last  February,  the  amounts  to  be  distributed 
among  the  states  will  start  with  half  a  million  dollars  for  each  of 
the  two  purposes  named  and  will  increase  from  year  to  year  until 
the  magnificent  sum  of  three  million  dollars  will  be  given  annually 
for  each  of  these  types  of  education.  In  one  respect,  federal  appro- 
priations differ  from  those  made  by  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature. 
The  latter  are  made  for  two  years  and  must  be  made  over  again  at 
every  subsequent  session  of  the  Legislature.  The  federal  appropria- 
tions for  education  are  made  for  all  time,  or  until  Congress  takes 
action  to  change  the  amount. 

The  enabling  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  our  Legislature  has 
made  it  possible  to  accept  the  federal  aid  under  the  conditions 
imposed,  and  the  State  Board  of  Education  has  taken  steps  to  admin- 
ister the  fund  for  the  benefit  of  our  vocational  schools. 

The  lack  of  trained  vocational  teachers  is  everywhere  felt,  and  the 
financial  help  for  this  purpose  will  prove  to  be  one  of  the  most  grati- 
fying features  of  the  Smith-Hughes  Act. 


LIMITATIONS. 

The  Smith-Hughes  bill  does  not  aim  to  foster  all  vocations.  It 
limits  the  federal  aid  to  schools  which  do  work  below  college  grade. 
It  does  not  seek  to  provide  schools  for  the  learned  or  technical  voca- 
tions. It  does  not  aid  schools  for  the  training  of  bankers,  commercial 
men,  stenographers  and  secretarial  experts.  It  does  not  provide  for 
the  unskilled  occupations.  The  vocational  schools  which  are  operated 
under  the  Smith-Hughes  Act  are  mainly  designed  to  aid  those  who 
will  engage,  either  in  the  skilled  trades  and  handicrafts,  or  in  the 
arts  of  the  husbandman. 

Stress  upon  industry  and  agriculture  has  caused  many  persons  to 
lose  sight  of  what  the  ordinary  school  is  doing  to  fit  for  all  vocations. 
By  teaching  the  rudiments  of  an  English  education,  the  elementary 
schools  impart  the  essentials  of  adjustment  to  our  American  life. 
By  inculcating  habits  of  punctuality,  regularity,  accuracy,  veracity, 
obedience  and  the  like,  the  teacher  supplies  what  is  essential  to  suc- 
cess in  every  vocation.     When  the  will  enters  into  the  practice  of 
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these  habits  and  makes  them  the  law  of  life,  they  become  the  sehool 
virtues  which  lie  at  the  foiiiulation  of  success  in  all  the  vocations. 

The  son  of  the  skilled  worker  usually  has  a  choice  of  vocations. 
Very  frequently  he  aspires  to  enter  one  of  the  learned  or  technical 
vocations,  and  he  is  not  satisfied  with  the  vocational  education  of 
schools  below  the  professional  or  technical  grade.  For  him  abundant 
provision  has  been  made  in  our  educational  system. 

The  son  of  the  unskilled  worker,  on  the  other  hand,  is  generally 
compelled  to  take  any  job  which  will  add  a  few  dollars  to  the  family 
income.  Sooner  or  later  he  is  supplanted  by  a  younger  boy  and  then 
there  is  nothing  between  him  and  starvation,  except  a  pick  and  a 
shovel,  or  some  other  tool  requiring  mere  muscular  effort.  These 
youths  need  vocational  guidance  to  make  them  aspire  to  the  ranks  of 
the  skilled  workers.  It  is  the  function  of  both  the  elementary  and 
the  vocational  schools  to  give  such  vocational  guidance  as  will  cause 
the  pupils  to  make  the  most  of  his  talents  and  opportunities. 

THE  SUPPLY  OF  UNSKILLED  WORKMEN. 

If  all  our  people  are  trained  to  become  skilled  workmen,  whence 
shall  we  get  laborers  to  do  the  rough  work?  It  was  predicted  before 
the  war  that  in  no  long  time  immigration  from  southeastern  Europe 
would  be  diverted  to  the  industrial  plants  of  Austria  and  Germany, 
and  that  Mongolian  labor  would  be  the  only  labor  available  to  the 
United  States  for  the  rough  work  upon  our  farms  and  railroads, 
at  our  coal  and  ore  mines,  in  our  mills  and  factories  and  in  the  other 
occupations  requiring  brawn  and  muscle.  The  first  part  of  the  pre- 
diction has  come  true  through  the  war,  but  instead  of  importing 
laborers  from  Asia  we  have  been  drawing  upon  the  southland.  The 
colored  people  have  come  north,  not  by  the  car  load,  but  by  the  train 
load,  and  in  the  near  future  their  children  will  become  pupils  in  our 
public  schools.  Let  us  endeavor  to  avoid  the  mistake  which  was 
made  in  educating  the  descendants  of  the  fugitive  slaves  who  came 
north  in  the  days  of  the  "underground  railroad."  The  third  and 
fourth  generations,  are  now  in  our  public  schools.  They  are  no  longer 
like  their  strong  and  vigorous  ancestors.  Under-feeding  in  childhood, 
irregular  meals  in  adult  years  and  other  concomitants  of  a  lack  of 
thrift  have  made  them  what  they  are.  If  we  do  not  teach  them 
thrift  and  sanitation,  they  will  become  a  menace  to  the  health  and 
welfare  of  the  very  people  who  brought  them  from  the  southland, 
where  they  did  not  have  to  face  the  rigors  of  a  cold  climate,  the 
temptations  of  booze  and  the  pulmonary  diseases  that  carry  them  to 
an  early  grave. 

THRIFT. 

The  American  people  as  a  whole  are  often,  and,  perhaps,  justly 
accused  of  waste  and  extravagance.  It  has  been  claimed  on  high 
authority  that  "we  as  a  nation  have  within  the  past  few  years  wasted 
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more  than  we  are  about  to  spend  upon  the  war"  and  "that  if  the  war 
teaclies  ns  thrift,  it  will  be  worth  all  it  costs  in  money — a  protitabh? 
investment  from  the  financial  standpoint."  Hitherto  we  have  grown 
more  than  we  could  eat  and  have  had  enough  to  spend.  The  predic- 
tion of  a  noted  scientist  that  a  shortage  of  wheat  will  make  itself 
felt  bj'  1931  may  become  true  before  that  year  has  dawned.  Suffice 
it  to  say  that  educators  are  laying  stress  upon  the  teaching  of  thrift 
as  never  before.  P]verywhere  one  hears  discussions  upon  care  and 
wisdom  in  the  management  of  our  resources.  Families  are  urged 
to  adopt  wheatless  and  meatless  days.  Children  are  taught  to  save 
their  pennies  and  tlieir  earnings  by  i>urchasing  U,  S.  Thrift  Stamps, 
War-Saving  Certificates  and  Certificate  Stamps  and  by  nuiking  de- 
posits in  school  savings'  banks.  Years  ago  a  school  savings'  bank 
movement  was  started  in  Pennsylvania,  and  other  states  have  recently 
gone  into  the  movement  as  if  it  were  something  new.  ' 

With  our  fi-ee  text  books  and  supplies,  our  school  savings'  banks 
and  our  opportunities  for  investing  small  sums  in  thrift  stamps, 
])upils  can  be  taught,  not  merely  to  save  their  i>ennies,  but  also  to 
take  proper  care  of  the  books  and  su})plies  which  are  furnished  free 
in  all  our  schools.  Care  of  public  property,  especially  school  ju'o])- 
erty,  will  beget  care  in  the  ex})enditure  of  the  money  that  has  been 
raised  by  taxation  for  the  su])port  of  the  government  and  the  educa- 
tion of  the  people.  Our  efforts  to  secure  thrift  should  be  sui>i)le- 
mented  by  efforts  to  secure  economy  in  the  nmnagement  of  the  re- 
sources of  the  State  and  the  nation. 

Dire  necessity  has  taught  many  of  our  teachers  thrift  and  economy. 
In  spite  of  our  minimum  salary  laws,  it  has  been  impossible  for  most 
of  them  to  do  more  than  cover  their  necessary  living  expenses.  All 
over  the  land  movements  have  been  started  to  provide  pensions  for 
teachers  who  have  reached  tlie  age  at  which  retirement  is  for  the  good 
of  the  schools. 


TEACHERS'  RETIREMENT  FUN.DS. 

The  last  Legislature  passed  an  act  which  aims  to  ])rovide  a  jthin 
for  the  retirement  of  aged  teachers.  The  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  and  the  State  Treasurer  are  ex-otlficio  members  of  the 
Retirement  Board.  The  (Jovernor  ai)pointed  Honorable  Dimner 
Beeber  as  the  third  member  of  the  Board.  Mr.  H.  H.  Baish,  formerly 
Sui)erintendent  of  Altoona,  has  been  elected  secretary.  He  will  enter 
ui;on  his  duties  on  the  first  day  of  January,  U)1S.  The  remaining 
member.s  of  the  Board  will  be  selected  in  due  time  and  every  effort 
will  be  made  to  carry  into  effect  the  ]»rovisions  for  tlie  collection  of 
data  upon  the  basis  of  which  a  safe  system  can  be  inaugurated  at 
the  next  session  of  the  Legislature  by  the  require<l  appropriation  and 
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the  necessary  contributions  by  the  school  districts  and  the  teachers. 
No  one  desires  a  system  that  will  become  insolvent  with  the  lapse 
of  years. 

It  would  be  eas}'  to  write  at  length  upon  the  many  problems  by 
which  the  schools  are  now  confronted,  but  the  constant  change.^ 
which  the  war  is  causing  in  our  social  and  economic  con<litions  make 
it  difficult  to  formulate  any  policy  beyond  the  endeavor  to  support 
the  federal  government  in  all  it  is  trying  to  achieve  for  humanity. 
In  this  endeavor  the  directors,  superintendents  and  teachers  should 
not  lose  sight  of  the  original  purpose  for  which  the  schools  were 
established,  namely,  to  banish  illiteracy  and  to  make  ignorance  im- 
possible. In  teaching  reading  and  writing  the  teacher  becomes  the 
eonserver  of  civilization.  Remove  the  teachers  of  the  elementary 
schools  during  one  generation  and  the  next  will  lapse  back  into 
barbarism.  Fortunately  the  materials  which  the  government  has  pur 
at  our  dis]»osal  can  be  utilized  while  imi)arting  the  rudiments  of  an 
English  education.  Fewer  things  better  taught  may  ultinmtely  be- 
come the  maxim  of  the  superintendents  after  the  public  realizes  that 
there  is  a  limit  to  what  the  teachers  and  the  pui)ils  can  be  expected 
to  accomplish.  Let  us  not  forget  that  this  is  a  war  of  grown  people 
and  not  of  the  children.  Our  children  must  be  trained  to  live  in  the 
years  of  the  peace  for  which  our  brave  soldiers  are  lighting.  The  boys 
and  girls  now  at  school  are  the  hope  of  the  future.  If  their  schooling 
is  abridged  or  neglected,  the  nation  will  show  signs  of  decay.  Hence 
the  State  can  not  atford  to  abate  or  neglect  any  of  its  educational 
activities.  While  the  war  is  in  progress,  the  schools  should  be  kept 
at  a  maximum  of  excellence  and  efficiency. 

The  din  of  battle  and  the  tocsin  of  war  shouhl  not  make  us  un- 
mindful of  the  things  of  the  mind  and  the  higher  life.  Sole  emi>hasis 
upon  vocational  or  military  education  may  beget  a  degree  of  selfish- 
ness and  rivalry  inimical  to  a  lasting  }»eace  among  the  nations.  The 
ideals  of  the  ancient  prophets  of  Israel  should  be  cherished  and 
emphasized.  In  the  19th  Chapter  of  Isaiah  an  ideal  is  announced 
whicli  is  applicable  to  our  own  times.  Egyjit,  Assyria  ami  IsH.ael 
h;id  been  at  war  in  a  struggle  for  world  dominion.  The  pro[)het  looked 
forward  to  a  time  when  these  three  leading  nations  of  antiquity 
sliould  vie  with  one  another  in  blessing  mankind.  May  we  not  hope 
for  the  day  when  the  leading  nations  of  modern  times  sliall  vie  with 
one  another,  not  in  devising  agencies  of  destruction,  buf  in  perfecting 
])lans  to  bless  the  whole  human  race?  Is  it  wise  to  instil  liatred  into 
the  hearts  of  our  cliildren,  hatred  of  the  enemy,  of  the  foreigner,  of 
our  rivals  in  business,  commerce,  finance  and  industry? 

*'Gott  strafe   England"  is  a    type  of  prayers   that   should   not  be 
taught  our  children.     Hatred  of  vice,  of  sin,  of  opi)ression   may  be 
instilled,  but  not  hatred  of  human  beings.     Oui'  prayers  and  aspira 
tions  sluMild   be  for   all    the   toiling,   stiuggling,   sutfering   men   and 
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women  upon  earth,  regardless  of  race,  color,  creed  or  nationality. 
Victory  should  mean  blessings,  not  merely  for  ourselves,  but  for  our 
neighbors,  our  allies,  our  enemies;  otherwise  the  sacrifices  of  this 
gigantic  war  will  have  been  in  vain. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

Harrisburg,  Pennsj^lvania,  December  1,  1917. 
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REPORTS  OF  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS 


ADAMS  COUNTY— H.  Milton  Roth. 


We  are  pleased  to  report  that  our  schools  have  made  commendable 
progress  during  tlie  past  year.  Substantial  results  were  attained  in 
the  work  of  most  of  the  schools,  yet  much  remains  to  be  done  ere  we 
reach  the  ideal. 

It  is' a  source  of  gratification  to  note  the  fidelity  of  teachers,  most 
of  whom  seize  eveiy  opportunity  to  better  qualify  themselves  for 
their  arduous  duties.  I  take  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  worth  of 
our  school  boards  of  the  county.  Many  of  the  directors  are  ener- 
getic, wide-awake  and  progressive.  They  embrace  every  opportunity 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  schools. 

Our  sixteenth  annual  session  of  the  School  of  Methods  was  held  in 
Gettysburg  High  School  Building,  August  29,  30,  31,  at  which  one 
hundred  seventy  eight  teachers  were  enrolled.  The  School  of  Methods 
conducted  by  expert  teachers  at  the  beginning  of  the  term  proves  very 
helpful,  especially  to  the  inexperienced  teachers.  The  following  sub- 
jects were  discussed:  Geography,  Arithmetic,  Vocational  Education 
in  Pennsylvania,  Literature  in  the  Grades,  Laws  of  Memory  and  Their 
Application,  Two  Teachers  in  Two  Schools,  Materials  for  Thinking, 
How  Big  Am  I?,  Some  Recent  Research  in  Language  Teaching.  Dr. 
Ezra  Lehman,  Shippensburg ;  Dr.  P.  M.  Harbold,  Millersville ;  Dr. 
Coit  R.  Hoechst,  Pittsburgh;  Mr.  H.  C.  Fetterolf,  Harrisburg;  Miss 
Alma  G.  Rice,  Chicago ;  Miss  Mary  R.  Harris,  Shippensburg ;  Miss 
Clara  A.  Myers,  Kutztown,  were  the  instructors. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  in  Gettysburg  the  week  of 
November  20,  with  the  following  instructors  and  entertainers:  Dr. 
O.  T.  Corson,  Columbus,  Ohio ;  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Huntingdon ;  Dr.  Ezra 
Lehman,  Shippensburg;  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier,  Millersville;  Miss  M. 
Margaret  Stroh,  Shippensburg. 

Monday  evening,  the  Ionian  Serenaders ;  Tuesday  evening,  Ralph 
Bigham ;  Wednesday  evening,  the  Apollo  Concert  Company ;  Thurs- 
day evening,  the  Davenny  Festival  Quintet.  Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder,  Phila- 
delphia, had  charge  of  the  singing.  All  of  tlie  two  hundred  twenty- 
two  teachers  were  in  attendance.  The  instructors  and  entertainers 
were  of  the  highest  order.  The  interest  manifested  by  the  teachers 
and  general  public  was  never  better. 
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The  Twenty-Sixth  Annual  Convention  of  the  school  directors  met 
in  the  court  house,  Gettj-sburg,  February  8  and  9,  1917.  One  hun- 
dred thirty  four  directors  were  present.  Address  of  welcome,  J.  A. 
Singmaster,  1).  D:,  Gettysburg;  School  Sanitation,  Dr.  William  C. 
Miller,  Harrisburg ;  Testing  of  Seed  Corn  in  the  Schools,  Prof.  C.  W. 
Clemmer,  State  College;  Palmer  System  of  Penmanship,  Jack  London, 
New  York;  The  Course  of  Study,  Prof.  C.  D.  Koch,  Harrisburg;  May 
and  Shall,  Supt.  J.  W.  Snoke,  Lebanon;  Vocational  School,  l*rof.  L, 
H.  Dennis,  Harrisburg;  Duties  of  School  Directors,  Supt.  Snoke; 
Standardization  of  Rural  Schools,  Prof.  Dennis;  The  Director,  Prof. 
Koch.     Strickland  W.  Gilliand  gave  the  evening  entertainment. 

Officers  were  elected  as  follows:  President,  Rev.  W.  K.  Fleck, 
Littlestown ;  1st  Vice  President,  Howard  S.  Reigle,  McSherrystown ; 
2nd  Vice  President,  C.  Arthur  Griest,  Butler;  Secretary,  Frederick 
E.  Griest,  Menallen ;  Treasurer,  Robert  K.  Major,  Straban. 

Rev.  W.  K.  Fleck,  jiresident  of  the  Adams  County  School  Directors' 
Association,  said: 

''I  hope  we  may  go  back  to  our  school  work  more  encouraged  to  do 
the  work,  that  we  may  look  the  boys  and  girls  in  the  face  trying  to 
do  our  duty.  Let  us  remember,  as  men,  that  we  are  responsible  for 
the  mind,  body  and  training,  their  destiny,  not  thinking  of  praise 
nor  condemnation,  but  doing  our  duty.  You  have  in  your  power  to 
make  your  schools  the  best  in  the  State.  You  are  dealing  with  soul 
stuff — not  dollars  and  cents,  but  with  conditions  vrhicli  will  last 
forever." 

Our  high  schools  are  doing  very  substantial  work  and  are  quite 
popular  in  the  communities  in  which  they  are  located.  This  year 
fifty-five  ladies  and  ninety  gentlemen  were  graduated,  making  a  total 
of  one  hundred  forty-five. 

Biglerville  borough  did  not  graduate  a  class  on  account  of  change 
in  the  course  of  study. 

Almost  two  hundred  non-resident  pui»ils  were  enrolled  in  our  eight 
high  schools  this  year. 

Ninety-seven  ])upils  graduated  from  our  rural  schools  and  received 
a  common  school  diploma. 

Certificates  of  Award  were  issued  to  eight  hundred  eleven  pupils 
for  perfect  attendance  during  the  year. 

Sand  Hill  Grammar  School  in  Conewago  townshij),  Mr.  J.  Francis 
Yake,  teacher,  was  the  first  and  only  school  in  the  county  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  a  County  Standard  School.  The  diploma  and 
pennant  were  presented  to  the  school  at  a  largely  attended  meeting 
on  the  evening  of  April  11th.  Many  other  schools  of  the  county  are 
making  efforts  to  reach  the  standard  the  coming  year. 

The  borough  of  Arendtsville  and  the  townships  of  Butler  and 
Franklin  will  organize  a  joint  ^7)cational  School  in  the  new  school 
building  at  Arendtsville.     This  will  be  the  first  school  of  this  kind 
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in  Adams  county.  They  will  specialize  in  agriculture,  manual  train- 
ing and  domestic  science. 

Biglerville  borough  will  erect  a  new  two-story  brick  school-building 
which  will  contain  six  school-rooms,  recitation  rooms,  directors'  room, 
cloak  rooms  and  a  supply  room.  The  building  will  also  contain  a 
room  forty-two  by  thirty-eight  feet  to  be  used  for  public  gatherings. 
The  approximate  cost  of  the  building,  including  additional  grounds, 
will  be  114,000. 

The  townshii)s  of  Union,  Mount  Joy  and  Oxford  built  new  watei' 
closets  at  all  of  their  houses. 

Quite  a  number  of  houses  were  repaired  and  school  grounds  were 
enlarged  and  improved. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  teachers,  pupils  and  the  parents,  money 
was  raised  by  entertainments,  suppers  and  socials,  for  the  purchase 
of  flags,  books,  organs,  maps,  globes,  bells,  pictures  and  many  other 
useful  and  ornamental  articles  for  the  schools. 

Our  pedagogical  work  for  the  year  included  the  study  of  the  Rural 
School — Its  Methods  and  Management,  by  Horace  Cutler  and  Julia 
Stone,  and  Conimunit}^  Civics,  by  Jessie  Field  and  Scott  Nearing. 
In  addition  to  this  course  many  of  our  teachers  are  subscribers  to 
educational  journals  and  magazines. 

Our  fourth  annual  spelling  contest  was  a  great  success. 

We  desire  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  cordial  support  given 
by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  directors,  the  teachers, 
the  citizens  and  the  public  press  for  their  valuable  assistance  in 
endeavoring  to  advance  the  educational  interests  of  the  county. 


ALLEGHENY  COUNTY— Samuel  Hamilton. 


Teachers'  Institutes. — During  the  year  seventy- five  local  teachers' 
institutes  were  held  in  the  county.  Fourteen  of  these  Avere  Joint 
institutes,  composed  of  two  or  three  boroughs  and  the  townships 
contiguous  to  them. 

Provision  was  usually  nm<le  for  a  program  of  a  professional  nature 
as  well  as  one  of  interest  to  the  community.  Teachers,  directors  and 
patrons  showed  a  genuine  interest  in  the  meetings,  more  than  17,000 
l»eoi)le  being  in  attendance. 

y^rhool  Exhibits. — Most  of  our  boroughs  and  many  of  the  townships 
had  verv'  creditable  dis])lays  of  the  actual  schoolroom  work  on  special 
days  or  evenings  when  patrons  were  invited  to  be  guests  of  the 
school.  The  exhibits  this  year  showed  an  increased  amount  of  hand 
work,  indicating  a  tendency  to  accentuate  that  mode  of  expression. 
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Organized  Play. — The  physical  unfitness  as  revealed  through  the 
"call  to  arms"  impressed  upon  us  the  necessity  of  organized  effort  in 
this  field.  Organized  play  seemed  the  most  satisfactory  agency 
through  which  to  work.  Accordingly,  we  made  an  earnest  efi'ort  to 
have  organized  play  introduced  into  our  schools  without  extra  cost 
to  the  districts.  The  subject  was  presented  at  the  County  Institute 
and  the  work  demonstrated  on  the  Institute  campus  by  fifteen  experts 
from  the  Pittsburgh  Recreation  centers.  A  little  later  the  subject 
was  discussed  by  the  superintendent  at  the  Principal's  Round  Table 
and  a  systematic  effort  was  made  to  have  games  and  sports  organ- 
ized in  every  district.  As  a  result  about  1,200  schools  now  have 
organized  play. 

In  order  that  we  might  determine  to  some  extent  the  physical 
fitness  of  our  boys  and  girls,  and  to  provide  them  with  definite  lines 
of  self-training  and  a  motive  for  such  training  we  worked  out  a 
plan  of  tests,  with  standards  by  which  they  could  be  measured  and 
toward  which  they  could  train.  The  plan  involved  a  series  of  tests 
and  contests  in  running,  jumping  and  chinning  for  the  boys,  and 
potato  or  Indian  club  races,  basketball  or  volley  ball  throwing  and 
balancing  for  the  girls.  Instructions,  hints  on  training,  standards 
of  efficiency  and  blanks  tor  recording  and  reporting  results  were  pre- 
pared and  distributed  to  the  schools.  The  principals  and  teachers 
conducted  the  tests  and  contests  and  submitted  the  reports  to  us. 
Fourteen  thousand  one  hundred  ninety-seven  children  were  tested 
in  accordance  with  the  standards  of  efficiency  of  the  Playground  and 
Recreation  Association  of  America.  The  results  of  the  tests  are  as 
follows : 

Of  7,147  boys  tested 

20  per  cent,  qualified  in  running. 
29  per  cent,  qualified  in  jumping. 
40  per  cent,  qualified  in  chinning. 
7  per  cent,  qualified  in  all  three  tests. 

Of  7,008  girls  tested 

38  per  cent,  qualified  in  running. 
13  per  cent,  qualified  in  throwing. 
38  per  cent,  qualified  in  balancing. 
3  per  cent,  qualified  in  all  three  tests. 

The  above  figures  indicate  a  low  degree  of  physical  efficiency  and 
we  shall  be  interested  to  see  how  the  results  will  be  affected  by  a 
year's  training. 

Rural  Schools  Standardized. — Thirteen  rural  schools  met  all  of  the 
requirements  of  a  County  Standard  School  and  were  awarded  pen- 
nants. 
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Cluh  Work. — Foilrteen  townships  took  up  as  a  whole  or  in  part  the 
work  of  productive  clubs.  Eighteen  boroughs  also  made  commenda- 
ble efforts  along  the  same  lines.  Three  thousand  three  hundred 
ninety-eight  children  were  enrolled  in  garden  clubs;  409  in  poultry 
clubs ;  72  in  canning  clubs ;  88  in  potato  clubs ;  28  in  pumpkin  clubs ; 
100  in  onion  clubs;  25  in  tomato  clubs;  17  in  a  corn  club,  and  G  in  a 
pig  club. 

Food  Conservation. — The  domestic  science  teachers  effected  an 
organization  for  work  along  the  line  of  food  conservation.  They 
prepared  bulletins  on  canning,  drying,  and  table  economy,  and  dis- 
tributed them  among  the  homes.  Meetings  were  held  in  numerous 
places  throughout  the  county  where  the  members  gave  demonstra- 
tions. Three  districts,  Avalon,  Bellevue  and  Clairton,  retained  their  • 
domestic  science  teachers  during  part  of  the  vacation  to  interes,t 
housewives  in  food  conservation. 

Survey  in  English. — Following  the  plan  in  vogue  for  the  past  sev- 
eral years  of  making  a  survey  of  some  phase  of  school  work,  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Principal's  Kouud  Table  this  year  made  a  study  of  the 
Essentials  in  English. 

The  investigation  was  conducted  along  two  lines.  One  aimed  to 
secure  from  the  teachers  the  errors  in  English  most  commonly  made 
by  their  pupils,  and  the  other  aimed  to  secure  from  business  and 
professional  men  what  phases  of  English  taught  in  school  are  in  their 
experience  most  useful,  and  what  phases  need  greater  emphasis. 

Reports  from  about  five  hundred  teachers  indicate  the  following 
order  of  frequency  of  errors : 

1.  Verbs. 

2.  Mispronunciations. 

3.  Syntactical  Redundance. 

4.  Double  Negatives. 

5.  Adjectives  and  Adverbs. 

6.  Colloquialisms. 

7.  Pronouns. 

8.  Prepositions. 

The  reports  from  about  seventeen  successful  business  men  indicate 
the  following  weaknesses: 

1 .  Failure  to  have  a  clear  conception  of  the  idea  to  be  expressed. 

2.  Failure  to  organize  material  logically. 

3.  Lack  of  habits  of  correct  speech  and  writing. 

4.  Poor  spelling. 

5.  Poor  punctuation. 

6.  Limited  vocabulary. 

7.  Lack  of  originality. 

8.  Failure  to  assimilate  and  use  the  language  learned. 
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I).  Weakness  in  articulation. 

10.  \Veakness  in  enunciation. 

11.  Weakness  in  clearness  and  sequence. 
\'2.  Ignorance  of  good  usage  of  words. 

K).  Lack  of  ability  to  apply  rules  constantly. 

14.  Failure  to  write  letters  that  say  what  is  needed  and  then  stop. 

An  analysis  of  the  foregoing  weaknesses  shows  that  they  gronp 
till  nisei ves  under  the  four  following  general  heads: 

1.  In  thinking  that  precedes  expression. 

2.  In  the  mechanics  of  expression. 

."..    In  the  choice  of  appropriate  words. 

4.  In  the  api)lication  of  the  rules  of  granunar. 

Intcr-HigJi  Hchool  Dchatcs. — An  unusual  amount  of  interest  cen- 
tered in  our  inter-high  school  debates  this  year.  Fifteen  schools 
entered  the  contest.  The  "quadrangle"  plan  of  contest  was  used  in 
lach  district.  A  team  was  automatically  eliminated  by  one  defeat. 
The  tinal  winners  in  each  district  then  entered  into  competition  to 
determine  the  county  championshij).  The  final  contest  was  held  at 
the  University  of  Pittsburgh.  The  cham]>ion  team  was  awarded  a 
scholarship  by  the  University. 


ARMSTRONG  COUNTY— C.  M.  Heilman. 


The  ];ast  year  has  been  one  of  steady  growth  and  improvement 
along  all  lines  of  school  work.  AVe  feel  that  much  has  been  accom- 
]dis]ied  in  tlie  way  of  bettering  conditions  in  our  schools. 

Teachers. 

Out  of  UM)  who  took  the  examination  for  ])rovisional  certificates, 
14:{  attended  school  somewhere  during  the  spring  or  summer,  and  just 
nine  out  of  IDO  failed  in  examination. 

The  scarcity  of  teachers  still  continues  in  our  county  and  we  are 
having  a  good  deal  of  trouble  in  filling  the  schools.  As  a  result  of 
this  scarcity  we  are  securing  an  increase  in  wages  all  over  the  county. 
Every  district  so  far  as  we  know  has  increased  the  wages  from  |5  to 
flO  per  month  and  in  connection  with  this  increase  we  are  securing 
a  better  class  of  teachers. 

New  Buildings. 

A  modein  two  loom  building  was  erected  at  Seminole,  a  growing 
mining  town  in  the  northern  i>art  of  the  county  ^vheie  a  two  room 
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building  had  alroady  been  constructed.  Four  additional  rooms  were 
a<l(k(l  to  the  Kural  ^'aIley  buihling,  making  it  one  of  the  neatest  and 
most  modern  of  oui'  sclu)ol  buildings.  At  Yatesboro  four  rooms  were 
added  to  the  old  building  and  the  whole  structure  was  renovated  and 
modernized.  A  two  room  building  was  erected  at  Georgetown  and  a 
one  room  building  in  each  of  the  following  districts:  Parks,  p]ast 
Franklin,  lioggs,  and  South  Bend.  Two  one  room  buildings  were 
erected  in  Madison  township. 

Special  Activities. 

We  asked  the  teachers  to  observe  a  day  during  the  month  of  October 
for  cleaning  and  beautifying  the  school  buildings  and  grounds.  This 
day  was  generally  observed.  A  great  many  trees  were  planted,  school 
l)lots  were  leveled  and  rubbish  removed. 

February  23  was  observed  as  patrons  day  throughout  the  county. 
The  teachers  were  required  to  send  special  invitations  to  patrons  of 
the  schools  asking  them  to  be  present  on  the  day  mentioned.  In  the 
forenoon  the  visitors  were  given  an  opportunity  to  see  tlie  regular 
work  and  during  the  afternoon  a  literary  program  of  a  patriotic  na- 
ture was  given. 

A  Bread  Baking  Contest  was  conducted  during  the  school  year. 
Entry  cards  were  placed  in  the  teachers'  hands  during  tlie  teachers' 
institute  in  December  and  the  contest  was  closed  March  9,  when  the 
bread  was  exhibited  at  Kittanning.  We  had  almost  100  entries  with 
a  great  deal  of  interest  manifested.  Fifty  dollars  (.fSO)  in  gold  was 
given  by  the  Kittanning  banks  as  prize  money.  The  girls  were  divided 
into  two  classes  according  to  age  and  three  prizes  were  given  in  each 
class.  The  prizes  won  were  equally  divided  between  the  town  and 
tlie  rural  districts. 

High  Schools. 

Armstrong  county  has  eight  recognized  high  schools,  one  not  recog- 
nized by  the  De]>artment  on  account  of  its  proximity  to  another  high 
school,  and  one  api)lication  for  a  high  school  now  pending.  These 
schools  ai-e  all  doing  good  work,  with  attendance  growing  ra])idly. 

Educational  Meetings. 

Our  Annual  School  of  Methods  was  held  August  2:5-20.  The  attend- 
ance and  instruction  was  very  good  and  the  teacliers  speak  in  the 
highest  terms  about  the  benefit  derived  from  attending  this  scho<d. 

The  Annual  Teachers'  Institute  December  IS  22  was  ])ronounce<l 
by  those  attending  to  be  first  class.  The  attendance  was  almost  ])er- 
fect,  the  laigest  by  far  in  the.liistory  of  the  county.  The  instructors 
weie  as  follows:  Dr.  H.  W.^  Foglil,  rui"il  school  s])ecialist,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  Dr.  F.  FT.  fJreene,  West  Chester,  Penna.,  Dr.  J.  L.  Eisen- 
beig,   Sui)erintendent  of  Schocds,  Chester,   Penna.,  Prof.  Thoiuas  L. 
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Gibson,  Baltimore,  Md.  The  evening  entertainments  were  of  a  liigh 
class  and  were  well  attended.  They  consisted  of  the  following :  Mon- 
day, Edw.  Amherst  Ott,  Tuesday,  Panama  Male  Quartette,  Wednes- 
day, Wm.  R.  Bennett,  Thursday,  Ada  Roach  Concert  Company. 

Our  School  Directors'  Convention  was  held  December  1  and  2.  We 
had  the  usual  good  attendance  with  much  interest  shown.  Various 
topics  of  interest  which  had  to  do  with  the  betterment  of  the  schools 
were  ably  discussed.  We  had  with  us  in  the  evening  of  December  1 
Dr.  Arthur  W.  Evans,  who  delivered  a  very  interesting  and  instructive 
lecture  on  "What  America  Means  to  Me." 

Throughout  the  school  year  many  local  institutes  and  community 
meetings  were  held  which  had  much  to  do  in  creating  more  of  a  pro- 
fessional spirit  among  our  teachers.  These  meetings,  in  most  cases, 
were  well  attended  by  both  teachers  and  patrons  of  the  schools. 

AVe  wish  to  thank  the  Department  for  courteous  service  rendered 
and  express  our  appreciation  for  the  co-operation  of  directors, 
teachers,  patrons  and  all  others  who  in  any  way  assisted  the  cause 
of  education  in  the  county. 


N, 


BEAVER  COUNTY— David  C.  Locke. 


Another  year  of  earnest  work  for  the  schools  of  Beaver  county  has 
been  concluded.  The  several  factors  which  help  to  make  the  schools 
of  a  county  prosperous  have  been  at  work  throughout  the  year,  and  it 
can  be  safely  asserted  that  we  have  not  only  done  better  work  but 
have  advanced  to  better  things  educationally. 

Our  teachers  have  been  willing  and  faithful,  and  have  earnestly 
supported  their  respective  boards  and  this  office  in  carrying  out  the 
year's  work. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  practically  all  our  teachers  have  acquired 
the  ''habit"  of  going  to  school.  For  the  past  three  years  we  have 
licensed  less  than  ten  teachers  per  year  who  have  not  attended 
a  training  school  for  teachers.  Last  year  the  attendance  at  Summer 
School  at  Geneva  College  reached  the  high  water  mark  of  18G  in  the 
regular  teachers'  training  department.  Five  counties  were  repre- 
sented in  this  number. 

Geneva  College  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  offered  Saturday 
courses  for  teachers,  and  many  teachers  (about  forty  in  number) 
availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  do  some  college  work  as 
well  as  to  make  preparation  for  permanent  certificate  examination. 
The  success  of  this  movement  has  put  it  beyond  the  experimental 
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stage  aud  it  will  be  made  part  of  the  regular  work  offered  by  the 
college  in  the  future. 

Another  evidence  of  the  intellectual  improvement  of  our  teachers 
is  shown  in  the  following  certification  for  the  past  year.  Of  377 
teachers  employed  under  county  supervision  21  held  county  perma- 
nants,  13  State  permanants,  2G  college  permanants,  81  normal  certifi- 
cates or  diplomas,  104  ijrofessiouals,  5  special,  and  111  provisional 
certificates. 

One  of  the  encouraging  signs  of  progress  in  our  schools  is  the  in- 
crease in  school  libraries.  A  Carnegie  Free  Library  has  been  estab- 
lished in  Midland.  The  handsome  new  stone  building  was  dedicated 
with  appropriate  exercises  on  Washington's  birthday.  The  schools 
were  closed  for  the  day  and  the  teachers  and  pupils  participated  in 
the  exercises.  Monaca  schools  have  nearly  a  thousand  volumes  of 
the  works  of  standard  authors.  Woodlawn  schools  have  several  hun- 
dred volumes  and  have  adopted  a  policy  of  expending  a  definite  sum 
each  year  for  increase  and  upkeep.  Two  years  ago  we  organized  a 
Community  Library  in  Patterson  township.  The  library  was  estab- 
lished in  an  unused  room  of  the  public  school  building  and  was  dedi- 
cated with  appropriate  ceremonies  under  the  charge  of  the  county 
superintendent  of  schools,  who  presented  the  community  with  a  two 
volume  history  of  Beaver  county,  by  J.  H.  Bausman.  In  all  our 
other  larger  borough  schools  small  but  growing  libraries  are  being 
established.  The  Monaca  Heights  schools  of  Moon  township  have  a 
library  of  200  volumes,  the  greater  part  of  which  has  been  purchased 
in  the  last  year.  In  Economy  township  each  of  the  five  schools  has 
a  growing  librai*y  with  suitable  cases  for  the  protection  of  the  books. 
In  many  of  the  other  rural  schools,  our  boards  of  education  have 
placed  Students'  Encyclopedias,  Students'  Libraries  and  reference 
books  in  Geography,  Manufacture  and  Travel. 

The  usual  number  of  local  institutes  were  held  this  past  year  and 
some  very  interesting  and  helpful  meetings  were  conducted  by  teach- 
ers in  local  organizations. 

Our  annual  county  institute  was  held  in  Beaver  Falls,  Aug.  21-25, 
and  was  conceded  by  all  who  attended  it  as  one  of  the  best  ever  held 
in  the  county.  The  teachers  were  divided  into  five  departments: 
Rural,  High  School,  Primary;  Intermediate  and  Grammar  depart- 
ments. In  the  morning  sessions.  Dr.  L.  H.  Beeler  discussed  history 
in  all  departments;  Dr.  J.  B.  Richey,  the  subject  of  arithmetic  (num- 
bers) ;  Dr.  Charles  F.  McFarlane,  the  subject  of  geography;  Miss 
Mae  Schreiber,  the  subject  of  English,  and  Miss  Jessie  B.  NeAvlon, 
reading  and  expression.  In  the  afternoon  sessions  the  whole  insti- 
tute assembled  in  the  Alhambra  theater  where  general  talks  were 
given  by  the  various  instructors. 

The  annual  convention  of  the  Directors'  Association  of  Beaver 
County  was  held  at  the  court  house,  Jan.  9-10,  1917.  The  instructors 
2—11—1917 
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Asere  County  Supt.  ol'  i^chools  of  Berks  count}-,  Eli  M.  Kapp,  City 
Supt.  of  Pittsburgh  Schools,  Dr.  W.  M.  Davidson.;  Dr.  W.  G.  Cham- 
bers, Dean  of  the  School  of  Education  of  the  Cniversity  of  Pitts- 
burgh and  Superintendent  C.  C.  Green  of  Beaver  Falls,  I'a.  The 
meeting  was  enthusiastic  but  small  on  account  of  weather  condi- 
tions. 

A  fine  twelve-room  brick  building  is  about  completed  in  the  bor- 
ough of  Woodlawn  and  preparations  are  now  being  made  to  erect 
another  buihling  of  sixteen  rooms  at  a  cost  of  .fLO(),00().  The  direc- 
tors of  North  Sewickley  township  erected  a  modern  one-room  brick 
building  and  were  able  to  hold  about  three  months  of  school  before 
llu'  term  exjtired  in  the  rest  of  the  schools  of  the  township. 

Although  the  term  began  a  month  later  than  usual,  we  were  able 
with  the  help  of  Asst.  County  Superintendent  E.  D.  Davidson  to 
visit  and  examine  thoroughly  every  school  in  the  county  under  our 
supervision.  By  arranging  our  work  in  the  office  during  the  month 
of  September,  it  was  possible  for  both  of  us,  during  October  and  the 
greater  part  of  November,  to  make  daily  visits.  By  this  arrangement 
all  the  inexperienced  teachers  were  seen  and  helped  within  six 
weeks  of  the  start  of  the  term.  I  have  been  greatly  helped  in  this 
work  by  the  sjilendid  support  of  my  wothry  assistant,  Mr.  E.  D. 
Davidson. 

My  thanks  are  due  the  Department  for  lielpful  information,  to  the 
■jtress  for  publishing  educational  happenings,  to  the  school  directors 
for  active  interest,  to  teachers  who  have  been  earnest  and  failthful, 
and  to  patrons  for  interest  manifested  and  support  given  teachers, 
directors,  and  superintendent. 


BEDFORD  COUNTY— Llovd  H.  Hinkle. 


In  sul)mitting  this,  our  third  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Bed- 
ford county,  we  are  pleased  to  report  that  this  has  been  in  many 
respects  a  most  successful  year  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  our  work 
was  somewhat  interrupted  by  epidemics  of  scarlet  fever  and  other 
contagious  diseases.  During  the  past  year  we  were  impressed  as 
never  before  with  the  earnest  efforts  put  fortli  by  the  teacliers  and 
directors  in  the  perfoimance  of  their  school  work  with  the  result  of 
great  accomplishments. 

We  had  341  teachers  employed  in  the  county  during  the  year.  B}^ 
careful  ]>lanning  we  were  able  to  see  all  these  teacheis  at  Avork  in 
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their  respective  schools.  We  made  over  900  official  visits.  All  of 
our  schools  received  at  least  tAvo  visits. 

The  progressive  borough  of  Hyndiiian  took  an  advanced  step  in 
erecting  a  fine  new  high  school  building.  It  is  a  brick  structure  and 
is  most  imposing  in  appearance.  It  embodies  the  idea  of  the  school 
building  being  a  center  for  social  and  general  community  activities. 
It  is  thoroughly  modern  in  every  particular. 

New  Enterprise  Independent  district  was  abolished  and  the  lands 
comprising  tlie  same  reverted  to  South  AVoodbury  township.  A 
loud  issue  of  .f  12,500  was  authorized  by  the  voters  of  tlie  combined 
districts  in  December,  191  (I,  to  i)rovide  the  necessary  funds  for  the 
erection  of  a  high  school  luiilding.  Tlirough  the  generosity  and  the 
]-ublic-spiritedness  of  Mr.  J.  Leonard  Keplogle,  of  New  York  City,  a 
former  resident  of  New  Enterprise,  this  sum  was  increased  to  .f  15,000 
by  his  personal  check  for  Jii>2,500.  This  gift  from  Mr.  Replogle  was 
most  gratefully  received  and  much  ap])reciated  by  all  concerned.  To 
our  knowledge  it  is  the  first  gift  of  its  kind  in  the  history  of  the 
schools  of  Bedford  count3^  A  building  is  now  in  process  of  erection 
which,  when  completed,  will  be  one  of  the  finest  structures  in  the 
county. 

Southampton  toAvnship  erected  a  modern  up-to-date  one-room  build- 
ing. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  Bedford,  Pa.,  December  18  to  2.3, 
1910.  It  was  a  complete  success  in  every  particular.  There  were 
'XV.)  teachers  present  out  of  a  total  of  341.  The  instructors  were 
Dr.  K.  E.  Lee,  Meadville,  l^i. ;  Dr.  W.  D.  Henderson,  Ann  Arbor, 
Mich.;  Dr.  (teorge  H.  Tapy.  Crawfordsville,  Ind. ;  Dr.  Wni.  Byron 
Forbush,  Swarthmore,  Pa.;  Prof.  J.  Anson  Wright,  Bedford,  Pa.; 
Prof.  J.  Dale  Diehl,  York,  Pa.,  and  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  now  de- 
ceased, Harrisburg,  Pa.  The  evening  lecturers  were  Dr.  \\'m.  Kainey 
Bennett  and  Dr.  (Jeorge  H.  Bradford.  The  concerts  were  given  by 
the  Adelphia  Concert  Artists  and  the  Schubert  Quartet. 

The  County  Directors'  Association  lield  its  annu.al  meeting  dui-ing 
AA'ednesday  and  Tliursdjiy  of  institute  week.  Addresses  were  made 
by  the  institute  instructors  and  a  nund)er  of  local  directors.  Great 
iiiterest  was  manifested  in  all  the  sessions.  The  convention  was 
one  of  the  most  ])rofitable  meetings  we  have  had   for  many  years. 

A  nund)er  of  educational  meetings  were  held  during  the  year.  The 
meetings  were  well  attended  by  teachers  and  patrons,  in  addition 
to  these  gatlierings  local  institutes,  ]>arent-teacher  meetings  and 
educational  conferences  were  held  in  various  sections  of  tlie  county. 
These  agencies  have  been  a  great  factor  in  educating  public  oi)inion 
ar^d  stimulating  educational  sentiment. 

The  results  of  the  examinations  held  for  common  school  gradua- 
tion were  very  satisfactory.     The  work  showed  a  marked  improve- 
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ment  over  that  of  last  year.  Eighty-five  applicants  were  successful 
in  passing  the  examination  and  were  granted  diplomas. 

We  have  ten  high  schools  under  our  supervision  and  all  are  in 
excellent  condition.  As  shown  by  the  large  increase  of  attendance 
the  schools  are  growing  more  attractive  to  our  patrons  and  scliool 
children. 

Probably  our  greatest  problem  is  that  of  securing  and  retaining  skil- 
ful and  trained  teachers  for  our  rural  schools.  It  is  a  very  difficult 
matter  to  supply  the  schools  with  efficient  teachers  at  salaries  rang- 
ing from  f40.00  to  fSO.OO  per  month.  Ambitious  and  enterprising 
young  men  and  women  can  secure  larger  salaries  in  other  employ- 
ments with  shorter  hours  and  less  responsibilities.  If  we  wish  to 
build  up  an  armj^  of  drilled,  disciplined,  trained,  progressive  and  effi- 
cient teachers,  we  must  pay  them  a  living  wage. 

In  conclusion  we  wish  to  acknowledge  our  gratitude  to  all  those 
who  in  any  way  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  schools  under  our 
care.  Personally  we  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  for  their  counsel  and  assistance  in  directing 
the  educational  work  of  the  county. 


BERKS  COUNTY— Eli  M.  Rapp. 


New  Buildings. 

Kutztowu  borough  erected  a  |40,000  building  on  a  two-acre  plot 
to  be  used  exclusively  for  high  school  purposes.  It  is  classical  in 
type  and  the  material  is  a  smooth  iron  buff  brick  with  Indiana  lime- 
stone trimmings  and  a  granite  base.  Provisions  have  been  made 
for  an  auditorium,  gymnasium  with  shower  and  locker  room,  eight 
class  rooms,  library  room,  directors'  room,  principal's  room  as  well 
as  manual  training  and  domestic  science  rooms. 

Robesonia  borough  erected  a  |30,000  high  school  building  witli  all 
modern  appliances  and  conveniences.  The  material  is  a  buff  rough 
text  brick  with  a  cement  base.  Steam  heat  and  a  mechanical  venti- 
lating system  were  installed. 

Birdsboro  borough  expended  .f 40,000  in  a  new  building,  annexes, 
grounds  and  equipment.  A  four-room  ground  floor  brick  building 
en  an  acre  plot  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  over  $20,000. 

Oley  township  erected  a  |15,000  four-room  brick  building  with 
modern  conveniences  and  partially  consolidated  its  schools. 
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Junior  High  Schools. 
During  the  past  year  junior  high  scliools  were  established  at 
Shartlesville,  Monacacy,  Strausstown  and  Beclitelsville.  The  junior 
high  idea  is  a  blessing  to  both  village  and  town  communities  and  is 
here  to  stay.  The  junior  high  school  problem  has  two  phases,  one 
c.»ncerning  the  rural  community  or  village,  the  other  concerning  the 
town  or  city.  The  former  is  probably  the  more  important  of  the  two, 
for  most  of  the  modern  secondary  school  program  has  been  form- 
ulated by  cit}^  men  for  city  conditions.  We  see  year  after  year  small 
and  often  economically  weak  communities  ignorant] y  impoverishing 
themselves  for  the  benefit  of  the  large  and  wealthier  cities.  For  the 
ruial  or  village  community  the  junior  high  school  offers  the  oppor- 
tunity of  satisfying  the  needs  of  all  the  pupils  particularly  in  terms 
of  home  life.  The  junior  high  school  both  in  village  and  town  is  an 
cpportunit}^  more  easily  to  break  with  traditions,  to  congregate  and 
segregate  groups  homogeneous  for  similar  training,  to  secure  the 
true  function  of  the  earlier  stages  of  secondary  education,  to  explore 
on  the  one  hand,  the  interests,  the  aptitudes,  and  the  capacities  of 
the  pupils,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  explore  for  them  the  possi- 
bilities of  each  of  the  great  fields  of  learning. 

Enlistment  for  the  Farm. 

There  was  a  hearty  and  effective  response  by  teachers,  pupils  and 
'school  directors  to  the  appeal  of  the  State  school  authorities  to  aid 
ibe  movement  to  secure  a  maximum  food  product. 

Probably  no  county  in  the  entire  State  waged  a  more  vigorous 
campaign  to  increase  the  food  supply  than  this.  The  splendid  atti- 
tude and  spirit  of  the  farmers  were  most  commendable.  The  in- 
fluence of  the  farm  bureau,  the  farm  club  activities  of  boys  and  girls 
as  well  as  the  activities  of  the  granges,  farmers'  unions  and  agri- 
cultural societies  are  beginning  to  bear  fruit. 

In  the  war  of  the  Nations  the  ultimate  decision  as  to  victory  may 
v.'ell  be  with  the  farmer.  Germany  has  held  out  so  far  against  a 
steel  ring  because  the  German  farmer  has  been  made  the  strongest 
unit  in  German  life.  The  agricultural  industry  has  been  made  the 
most  effective  political  and  economic  institution  in  Germany.  This 
IS  the  secret  of  the  strength,  the  ''long  hair''  of  the  modern  Sampson. 
Real  preparedness  lies  in  giving  the  American  farmer  his  ''place  in 
the  sun"  by  placing  him  on  a  substantial  footing  and  recognizing  his 
^i.lue  in  national  public  economy.  Experts  have  Avatclied,  not  so 
much  the  reports  from  the  battlefield,  as  from  the  farm.  More  im- 
portant for  us  than  an  army  of  millions  is  the  loyal  American  farmer. 

Our  farmers  realizing  that  it  was  not  only  a  national  but  an 
international  service  to  raise  food  this  year  increased  the  production 
as  never  before  by  utilizing  every  available  plot  of  ground.     This 


22  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

they  did  in  spite  of  the  dearth  of  farm  help  by  utilizing  every  avail- 
able unit  of  production  and  by  working  overtime. 

They  Avere  assisted  to  some  extent  by,  releasing  from  the  high 
schools  their  own  children.  Xery  few  if  any  have  been  released  to 
Avork  on  farms  foi-  other  than  their  own  parents  or  guardians  as 
tlieie  was  really  no  demand.  Out  of  two  hundred  farm  boys  in  the 
high  schools  there  was  a  demand  on  the  part  of  their  parents  to  re- 
lease but  twenty. 

The  <leartli  of  farm  labor  outside  of  the  rush  seasons  <d'  planting 
and  harvesting  is  largely  imaginary.  Only  students  were  excused 
who  had  i)assing  marks  u])  to  date  on  leaving  school.  This  prevented 
school  slackers  taking  refuge  in  the  farm  volunteers  as  an  easy 
method  of  being  released  from  examination.  To  send  a  horde  of 
boys  and  girls  indiscriminately  to  the  farms  would  be  both  extrava- 
gant and  wasteful.  The  farmer  has  no  time  nor  facilities  for  hous- 
ing or  breaking  in  an  army  of  small,  inefficient  workers. 

Vacant  Lot  Farming. 
Through  ett'orts  of  teachers  and  school  authorities  in  towns  and 
boroughs  hundreds  of  vacant  ]dots  were  used  for  the  raising  of  vege- 
tables, suitable  to  soil  and  location.  \'acant  lot  farming  frequently 
"wastes  more  than  it  ])roduces  because  of  poor  soil  and  lack  of  exi)er- 
ience  on  the  part  of  those  who  attemi)t  to  cultivate.  Where  children 
were  organized  in  classes  as  Boyertown,  Birdsboro  an<l  Wyomissing 
and  put  under  the  direction  of  competent  supervisors  the  results 
were  decide<lly  the  best  ancl  most  satisfactory. 

Child  Labor  Peril. 
This  war  must  not  l»e  made  an  excuse  for  child  labor.  No  matter 
what  may  haj^pen  in  our  national  crisis,  there  must  be  no  wholesale 
exemptions  from  our  compulsory  attendance  laws  or  any  unnecessary 
diversion  of  the  schools  from  their  fundamental  task.  There  must  be 
no  "slacking"  in  education  if  this  country  is  to  hold  its  own  after 
(he  war.  The  most  careful  means  sliould  be  used  to  conserve  the 
child  life  of  the  nation.  To  allow  the  burden  of  the  present  emer- 
gency to  fall  upon  the  shoulders  of  children  would  be  a  calamity. 
[Unless  we  can  liglit  the  war  without  the  aid  (A'  children,  we  had 
better  not  have  undertaken  it  at  all. 

Lessons  of  Patriotism. 
Our  entrance  into  war  removed  the  embargo  against  its  discussion 
and  the  great  majority  of  our  teachers  left  no  oi)jiortunity  go  by  to 
press  home  lessons  of  patriotism.  Coi)ies  of  the  President's  momen- 
tous war  message  of  April  2,  1917,  making  clear  the  higli  moral 
ground  on  which  the  country  stood  on  its  entrance  into  the  conflict 
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were  forwarded  to  every  lii<>h  seliool  in  tlie  eounty  with  a  view  of 
liaviiiii  the  students  become  faniiliariz(Ml  with  the  same.  Ai)t  (luota- 
tioiis  of  the  address  were  posted  conspicnoiisly  in  and  abont  the  class 
i-ooms.  I'raetiealli'  all  of  the  high  school  commencement  exercises 
^^ere  of  a  patriotic  natnre  centering  around  the  war  and  its  pur- 
]>oses.  Teachers  were  instructed  to  drive  home  with  .ill  the  power 
at  their  conuuaud  and  without  a  si)irit  of  hat^ior  revenge  that  this 
war  now  waged  with  (iermany  is  a  death  grapple  between  autocracy 
and  democracy;  that  at  the  end  of  it  either  the  world  will  have  a 
new  birth  of  freedom  or  a  re-incarnation  of  autocracy;  that  the  heart 
of  Kni-ope  is  aristocratic  and  im])erial  and  its  rulers  hate  democracy 
as  the  devil  hates  holy  living;  that  the  rulers  of  Central  Europe  are 
a\\a)-e  that  s(M)ner  or  later  they  must  crush  American  democracy  or 
be  crushed  by  its  reflex  influence;  that  since  the  world  could  not  exist 
hair  slave  and  half  free  neither  can  it  exist  half  autocratic  and  half 
democratic;  thai  the  lion  and  lamb  cannot  lie  down  together  exce])t 
Ihe  lamb  inside  the  lion;  that  international  i)eace  can  rest  only  on 
international  democracy.  At  the  close  of  the  war  America  under 
wise  leadership  can  and  should  lead  the  way  in  making  a  new  and 
safe  \\<>i-ld,  but  always  in  the  s])irit  of  gratitude  and  service. 


BLAIR  COUNTY— T.  S.  Davis. 


Every  successful  business  takes  stock  once  a  year  and  sums  up 
its  various  activities  in  order  that  it  may  find  out  its  gains  and 
losses,  so  it  may  prepare  its  ])lans  for  the  future. 

It  is  with  these  ends  in  \iew  that  this  re])ort  is  snbiuitted  for  your 
cai-efnl  consideration.  Nothing  so  comprehensive  in  the  shai>e  of  u 
I'ej/ort  has  ever  been  attempted  in  this  county  ))efore,  because  it  was 
i,o1  ])ossib!e  foi-  a  county  su[)erintendent  to  devote  his  time  and  atten- 
f  ion  from  the  many  duties  of  his  oflice.  unfil  the  State  in  its  wisdom 
gave  us  some  assistance. 

From  this  time  on  llie  county  sui>erinten(lent's  ofHce  ought  (o  be 
able  to  keej)  in  closei*  Touch  with  the  schools  of  a  count}',  to  do  more 
real  constructive  work  and  to  assist  sclnxd  directors  in  solving  the 
various  per])lexing  jtroblems  that  arise  in  every  school  community. 

You  will  notice  by  the  statistical  report  that  follows  thai  almost 
every  district  in  Blair  county  has  increased  the  nund)er  of  its  schools, 
•,in<l  so  the  first  item  to  which  we  will  call  your  attentio)i  is  schools 
and  school   rooms. 

When  building  new  school   houses  school   dii-ectois  should  debate 
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the  advisability  of  putting  as  maiij^  rooms  as  possible  under  one  roof, 
in  other  words,  centralizing  or  consolidating  schools. 

In  districts  where  even  two  rooms  have  been  put  under  one  roof, 
directors,  teachers,  parents  and  pupils  have  been  loud  in  their  praises 
cf  the  superior  lighting,  heating  and  grading,  also  social  advantages. 

The  townships  that  have  such  schools  are:  Snj^der,  Antis,  Logan, 
Allegheny,  Freedom,  Blair,  Greenfield,  Frankstown,  Woodbury,  North 
Woodbury  and  Taylor.  North  Woodbury  has  three  new  houses  of 
this  type  and  they  are  preferred  to  the  one-room  school.  Out  of  the 
sixth  six  of  Logan  township,  only  eleven  (11)  are  of  the  one-room 
type.  The  others  are  two,  four,  and  eight-room  buildings.  Where 
the  one-room  type  of  building  is  still  in  use,  or  for  various  reasons 
is  preferred,  it  should  be  put  in  such  condition  that  it  may  become  a 
standard  school  of  the  county,  or  a  standard  school  of  the  State. 

Nine  of  the  schools  of  this  county  are  now  standard  schools  and 
more  can  be  made  such  by  complying  with  conditions  that  have  been 
left  with  each  teacher  and  each  director  throughout  the  county. 

In  order  to  try  to  get  the  people  interested  in  tlieir  schools  so  that 
they  could  be  standardized,  a  community  day  was  planned  for  No- 
vember 20th. 

I.  The  forenoon  of  the  day  Avas  to  be  devoted  to  repairing  or  im- 
proving the  outside  of  the  school  property. 

II.  A  picnic  dinner  was  served  by  the  pupils  and  patrons. 

III.  The  afternoon  was  given  to  a  literary  ijrogram. 

IV.  In  agricultural  communities  an  exibit  of  corn,  potatoes,  apples, 
etc.,  was  brought  to  the  school  on  this  day. 

Outside  of  the  pupils  2,140  people  attended  the  various  schools  of 
the  county  on  that  day.  Rain  and  cold  interfered  with  much  of  the 
outside  work  on  school  property.  A  large  collection  of  fruits,  cereals 
and  vegetables  which  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  annual  corn  and  fruit 
show  at  the  county  seat  were  collected.  The  picnic  dinner  and  the 
literary  exercises  both  were  a  success,  and  the  spirit  that  was  engen- 
dered, will  do  much,  if  fostered,  to  bring  about  better  physical  con- 
ditions of  school  property. 

If  two  of  these  days  were  })lanned,  one  in  the  fall  and  the  otlier  in 
the  spring,  in  a  few  years  the  school  proi)erty  could  be  made  very 
attractive  in  appearance. 

Teachers. 

I  have  some  comparisons  of  the  year  1902,  when  I  became  super- 
intendent of  Blair  county,  with  the  closing  year.  Male  teachers  have 
decreased  from  109  to  89,  and  female  teachers  have  increased  from 
159  to  275.  Various  reasons  are  given  for  this  decrease,  but  perhaps 
the  principal  reason  is,  more  money  in  some  other  business.     The 
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average  salary  in  1902  was  -f 4 1.00  per  montli.  The  average  salary 
per  month  in  1916  was  |58.71.  Our  average  term  in  this  county  is 
a  little  more  than  seven  months ;  if  we  assume  it  to  be  eight  months 
at  158.71  per  month,  it  brings  the  yearly  wage  to  |169.6S. 

The  only  ones  who  can  afford  to  teach  for  such  wages  are  the  be- 
ginners who  can  board  at  home,  the  girls  who  are  not  strong  enough 
to  work  in  factories,  and  those  who,  by  reason  of  age  or  disability 
cannot  work  at  any  other  occupation. 

A  sliding  scale  of  wages  beginning  at  the  minimum  and  continu- 
ing up  to  .f75.00  or  more  per  month  based  on  experience  and  prepa- 
ration of  the  teacher,  would  do  much  to  keep  both  male  and  female 
teachers  of  the  right  kind  in  the  business. 

Some  of  the  districts  have  such  a  scale  and  it  works.  (Just  now 
leports  are  coming  in  showing  a  decided  increase  in  wages).  In  no 
otlier  way  can  we  show  such  a  marked  progress  in  school  work  as  in 
the  adjustment  of  salaries  of  teachers,  and  if  some  means  could  be 
devised,  either  by  State  of  district  to  make  it  worth  while  for  young 
people  of  ability  to  continue  in  the  business  of  teaching,  we  would 
s!iOrtl.y  have  a  great  increase  in  the  number  of  real  teachers.  I  know 
of  no  other  way  of  procuring  them.  ''When  you  want  to  catch  big 
fish  you  throw  in  big  bait." 

Attendance  of  Pupils. 

The  real  progress  of  the  school  is  measured  by  the  attendance  of 
the  people  who  compose  it.  Our  average  attendance  has  increased 
from  7,567  in  1902,  to  9;378  in  1915.  Although  large  portions  of  Lo- 
gan township  have  been  taken  into  the  city  of  Altoona,  and  Juniata 
borough  has  established  its  own  school  system,  and  is  not  counted  in 
the  1916  enrollment.  The  percentage  of  attendance  has  increased 
from  87  in  1902  to  90  in  1916.  The  increase  in  the  percentage  of 
attendance  can  be  attributed  to  several  sources:  First — Compulsory 
law  and  its  enforcement,  and  Second — Better  incentives  offered  in 
the  schools. 

If  the  compulsory  law  was  rigidly  enforced  in  every  school  dis- 
trict, there  would  be  an  increase  in  the  percentage  of  attendance  of 
at  least  two  points  more. 

Better  Incentives  Offered  in  tlie  School. 
We  must  bear  in  mind  that  in  the  year  1902  we  did  not  have  a 
compulsory  law,  and  only  those  attended  who  had  been  raised  to  see 
the  need  of  schools  and  schooling,  or  whose  parents  were  willing  to 
send  their  children  to  school  at  any  sacrifice.  Now,  it  seems,  better 
incentives  are  offered  the  school  than  ever  before,  to  wit:  First,  the 
graded  course  of  study.  Second,  manual  training  or  training  of  the 
hand.  Third,  the  Perfect  Attendance  Certificate  with  the  constant 
appeal  for  perfect  attendance.    Fourth,  standardizing  of  schools  for 
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the   country   people   and    consequently   the   interest   aroused   in   tlie 
country  school  plant.    Fifth,  agricultural  education. 

State  Superintendent  Scliaetrer,  in  his  annual  rei)ort  of  1012  says 
some  things  that  should  be  widely  read,  (pu)ted  and  [)racticed.  I 
copy  so  that  you  may  again  read  it:  "Agriculture  stands  at  the  head 
of  air  science  and  arts." 

(xarfield  says:  "At  the  head  of  civilization  and  progress  stands, 
not  militarism — the  science  that  kills  •  not  commerce — the  art  that 
accumulates  wealth;  but  argiculture  the  mother  of  all  industry  and 
the  maintainer  of  human  life." 

This  sentiment  has  forced  its  way  into  the  convictions  of  the  i)eople, 
and  agricultural  education  stands  at  the  head  and  is  receiving  atten- 
tion as  never  before.  With  the  assistance  of  the  expert  in  agricul- 
lural  education,  an  (mtline  of  instruction  was  prepared  and  i)rinted 
for  the  seventh  and  eighth  giade  pupils  of  tlie  public  schools.  It  is 
not  exi)ected  that  every  rui'al  school  in  the  State  will  do  all  the  work 
in  the  outline;  possibly  some  teachers  will  be  able  to  doinore.  Care 
must  be  taken  to  avoid  the  mere  book  work,  such  as  are  apt  to 
satisfy  teacher  and  pupil,  AA'here  texts  on  agriculture  are  used  for 
sup^l)lenientary  reading.  Agriculture  without  actual  experiments  on 
the  school  grounds  or  at  home,  is  like  science  taught  A\itliout  a  labra- 
tory  ecpiipnient.  If  the  text  is  vitalized  by  the  actual  study  of  farm 
crops,  fi-uit  trees  and  vegetable  gardening,  it  will  give  the  children 
of  the  farm  an  intelligent  interest  in  what  the  farm  offers,  and  farm 
work  will  not  be  mere  drudgery  without  any  meaning  to  those  who 
are  engaged  therein." 

By  following  this  advice,  it  seems  to  be  possible  to  make  tlie  coun- 
try school  more  attractive  than  it  ever  was  before,  and  pro))ably  solve 
the  (piestion:  "How  to  kee])  the  boy  on  the  farm." 
Millage  and  School  Tax. 
If  the  school  district  can  and  Avill  increase  their  school  tax,  better 
teachers  can  be  emi>loyed  and  better  homes  built.  In  1!)()2  our  average 
school  millage  in  lUair  county  was  4.S  and  in  IDK)  J).4,  or  almost 
twice  as  much.  The  total  amount  collected  in  1902  for  school  and 
building  jturposes  was  SiKl)2,r)<l4.Sl  ;  while  in  IJIIT)  it  was  |1S7,1()4.!)(;,  or 
a  little  iMore  than  twice  as  much. 

^Vhen  we  take  into  consi<leration  how  unpopulai'  was  the  idea  of 
the  peoi)le  taxing  themselves  to  educate  or  school  the  children  of  all 
the  people  eighty  years  ago,  when  in  our  own  county,  in  (irreentield 
and  Taylor  townships  they  refused  to  comply  with  the  law.  Now  we 
lind  those  same  districts  more  than  doubling  their  tax  in  the  last 
fourteen  years,  in  order  that  they  may  give  their  children  better 
scliools.  Such  action  should  be  commended  and  those  directoi-s  who 
had  the  courage  to  put  ui)on  the  people  of  the  district  the  increased 
tax,  will  be  called  blessed  to  posterity.     "Cast  your  bread  upon  the 
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waters  and  after  many  days  it  will  return  to  you  again"  is  surely 
true  so  far  as  it  applies  to  taxes  used  for  ini[»roveuient  of  schools. 
If  taxation  ha.s  increased,  or  doubled  in  the  last  fourteen  years, 
.should  it  not  increase  in  like  proportion  during  the  next  fourteen 
years?  Not  merely  to  hold  what  we  have,  but  to  make  it  doubly 
efficient  would  surely  be  true  [)rogress.  There  are  but  two  sources 
from  which  districts  can  get  increased  revenues:  A  larger  State  aj)- 
propriatiou  amX  increased  local  taxation.  Let  us  all  ra-read  wiiat 
State  Superintendent  Schaetfer  says  in  his  annual  report  of  IIXM! 
and  again  in  his  annual  report  of  1015  on  increased  ai)j)ro])riation, 
and  then  bend  all  our  efl'orts  and  endeavors  to  get  an  increased  local 
taxation  as  well  as  an  increased  ai»|»roi)riation. 


HlJADFOKl)  COUNTY— L.  J.  Kussell. 


During  the  yeai-  lOKIlT  we  examined  22(1  candidates  for  provi- 
sional certificates  and  147  were  granted  certificates.  We  had  'M 
api)licants  for  professional  certificates  and  10  were  acce])ted.  The 
rei:orts  of  this  office  sliow  tlmt  the  number  of  provisional  certificates 
granted  is  gradually  decreasing.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  continually 
lessen  the  lunnber  of  provisional  certified  teachers.  With  the  in- 
crease in  salary  which  has  been  granted  by  the  past  Legislature  it 
seems  to  us  that  the  standard  should  be  raised.  It  is  our  intention 
if  retained  in  office,  to  place  a  high  school  recinirenient  on  those 
eligible  for  j^rovisional  certificates.  We  feel  that  no  one  should  be 
eligible  to  take  the  examinations  who  has  not  had  at  least  two  years 
(if  successful  high  school  training.  Although  this  is  not  incori)orated 
in  our  school  code,  Ave  feel  that  we  as  superintendents,  should  require 
this  of  all  candidates  for  provisional  certificates. 

The  late  sui)e)-intendent  H.  S.  Putnam,  not  being  satisfied  with  the 
method  in  vogue  for  many  years  concerning  the  admission  of  eighth 
grade  pupils  to  the  high  schools,  started  before  his  death  a  difi'erent 
i:iethod  of  examination.  We  have  tried  to  take  this  work  up  where 
he  left  off  and  have  placed  in  working  condition  a  new  method  of 
giving  examinations  to  the  non-resident  eighth  grade  i)upils.  We 
a])pointed  an  eighth  grade  committee  at  the  time  of  the  Bradford 
county  institute,  composed  of  five  high  school  principals,  one  eighth 
grade  teacher  and  one  of  the  assistant  county  su]>erinten(lents.  After 
careful  consideration,  they  nnide  out  three  sets  of  eighth  grade  ex- 
aminations, one  for  the  seven,  one  for  tlie  eight  and  one  for  the  nine 
month's  terms.     In  the  past  these  examinations  have  been  sent  out 
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from  the  county  snperiiitenclent's  office  to  all  of  the  one-room  teachers 
having  eightli  grade  pupils.  During  the  past  year  the  committee,  as 
far  as  possible,  gave  these  examinations  in  person.  This  county  being 
too  large  for  the  seven  members  of  the  committee  to  cover,  they  dele- 
gated the  power  to  liold  these  examinations  to  the  principals  of  the 
second  and  third  grade  high  schools.  The  examinations  were  given 
by  members  of  the  committee  and  high  school  principals.  The  ex- 
amination papers  and  reports  were  sent  in  to  the  county  superin- 
tendent's office  where  they  were  checked  up.  Those  who  passed  re- 
ceived a  pass  card  and  a  grammar  school  diploma.  The  pass  card 
will  admit  them  to  any  high  school  of  the  first,  second  or  third  grade 
in  Bradford  county  without  examination.  740  candidates  took  these 
examinations,  452  received  pass  cards  for  admission  to  high  school. 
The  percentage  of  those  who  passed  at  this  examination  was  not  as 
great  as  those  who  had  passed  in  former  years,  but  we  feel  that  they 
are  much  better  prepared  to  do  high  school  work  and  are  less  liable 
to  be  demoted  on  account  of  failure  to  carry  the  regular  work  in  our 
high  schools. 

The  Bradford  County  Teachers'  Institute  held  its  annual  session 
the  week  of  October  9th.  The  day  instructors  were  Dr.  J.  George 
Becht,  Sescertary  of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  Harrisburg,  Pa.  ; 
Dr.  Wm.  E.  Straughn,  Principal  of  the  Mansfield  State  Normal 
vSchool ;  Dr.  Stanley  L.  Krebs,  President  of  the  Institute  of  Mercan- 
tile Art,  Phila.,  Pa. ;  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Ex-State  Supt.  of  Public  In- 
struction of  Ohio ;  Dr.  Arthur  Holmes,  Dean  of  the  General  Faculty 
of  State  College,  and  Supt.  Isaac  Doughton,  Supt.  of  the  Phoenixville 
Public  schools,  and  Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder,  Music  Instructor,  Phila., 
Pa.  The  evening  attractions  were  as  follows:  Monday  evening.  Lec- 
ture—"A  Sample  Case  of  Humor,"  by  Strickland  W.  GilHlan;  Tues- 
day evening,  a  musical  entertainment  by  the  Adelphia  Concert  Ar- 
tists; Wednesday  evening,  lecture — ''The  Puritan  in  Two  Worlds," 
by  Dr.  S.  Parkes  Cadman ;  Thursday  evening,  musical  entertainment 
by  the  Weatherwax  Brothers  Quartet ;  and  Friday  evening  a  musical 
entertainment  by  Victor's  Knickerbocker  Band. 

The  fourteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  directors  and  teachers  was 
held  at  Towanda  on  March  8,  9  and  10.  The  following  educators  gave 
addresses:  L.  H.  Dennis,  Director  of  Agricultural  Education,  Har- 
risburg, Pa. ;  Dr.  John  Balcom  Shaw,  President  Elmira  Female  Col- 
lege, Elmira,  N.  Y. ;  and  Dr.  W.  R.  Straught,  Principal  of  the  Mans- 
field State  Normal  School.  The  annual  county  speaking  contest  was 
held  on  Friday  evening,  the  result  being  as  follows: 

Girl's  first  prize,  |10,   Katherine  Gamble,  Wyalusing,  Pa. 

Girl's  second  prize,  |5,   Leah  Clayson,  Troy,  Pa. 

Boys'  first  j)rize,  .flO Raymond  Billings,  Rome,  Pa. 

Boys'  second  prize,  f5, Fidello  Biddle,  Canton,  Pa. 
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Special  Activities. 

In  cooperation  with  the  Farm  Bureau  Agent  we  started  a  corn 
growing  contest.  Boys  between  the  ages  of  14  and  10  were  eligible 
to  enter  this  contest.  Throngh  the  courtesy  of  the  Farm  Bureau  we 
were  able  to  give  every  boy,  who  desired  to  enter  the  corn  growing 
contest,  one  quart  of  selected  seed  corn.  121  made  application  and 
received  the  corn.  Reports,  which  we  have  received  from  the  Farm 
Bureau  Agent  and  the  heads  of  the  two  agricultural  schools  in  this 
county,  lead  us  to  believe  at  this  time  that  we  will  be  able  to  hold 
exhibits  at  the  time  of  the  local  educational  meetings  which  will  be 
held  in  the  early  winter  throughout  the  county  and  have  a  great  dis- 
play of  corn  of  a  better  variety  than  has  ever  been  raised  in  this 
county. 

We  are  more  than  gratified  to  report  at  this  time  that  the  new 
agricultural  high  school  started  by  Towanda  borough  in  September, 
1916,  had  a  larger  enrollment  than  any  of  us,  who  were  interested 
in  its  promotion,  had  anj^  idea  it  could  have  during  the  first  year  of 
its  existence.  We  understand  that  the  enrollment  in  the  first  year 
of  this  course,  as  reported  by  the  principal,  was  the  largest  freshman 
class  in  any  of  the  agricultural  high  schools  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  agricultural  high  school  located  at  Troy,  this  county,  grad- 
uated its  first  class  in  June.  The  enrollment  was  so  large  at  the 
opening  of  school  in  September,  1916,  that,  on  recommendation  of  the 
principal,  the  board  of  education  elected  an  assistant  teacher  to  help 
out  with  the  added  work  caused  by  the  enlarged  enrollment. 

It  is  our  desire  to  have  a  vocational  school  along  the  industrial 
line  located  in  Sayre  borough.  During  the  early  part  of  the  summer 
we,  co-operating  with  Mr.  Zweible  from  the  Bureau  of  Vocational 
Education,  made  a  survey  of  the  various  industries  located  in  Sayre, 
Athens  and  South  Waverly.  After  a  careful  study  we  find  that  this 
if-  a  fine  field  for  such  a  school  as  the  Vocational  Bureau  has  started 
in  several  smaller  towns.  The  shop  people  in  this  vicinity  talked  very 
freely  in  favor  of  such  an  institution.  Within  the  near  future  Sayre 
borough  will  spend  fl  00,000  to  |200,000  on  a  new  building.  As  soon 
as  this  work  is  started  we  are  sure  it  is  quite  possible,  with  the  as- 
sistance given  by  the  State  Department,  to  start  a  vocational  higli 
school  in  Sayre  borough. 

In  closing  our  report,  we  wish  to  thank  the  State  Department  of 
Education  for  the  suggestions  and  assistance  which  they  have  given 
us  during  the  year. 
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lUXMvS  COUNTY — I.  H.  liomnau. 


^^'i1ll  the  assistjince  of  the  two  sii])eriiiteii<leiits  <luriii<i  the  school 
Year  just  closed,  I  am  not  making  a  rasli  statement  when  I  say  ovir 
activities  have  been  trebled  along  all  lines  of  school  work.  Never 
before  have  so  many  local  institutes,  parent-teachers'  meetings, 
school  exhibitions,  and  literary  contests  \>een  held  within  one  year. 
The  attendance  at  these  meetings  has  'oeen  a  source  of  great  encour- 
agement and  satisfaction  to  ns.  t 

Kemai-kable  activity  has  been  exi)erienced  in  agricultural  work 
under  the  popular  leadership  of  our  Farm  Agent,  Normau  E.  (irarbei'. 
His  success  with  young  people  of  school  age  has  been  most  wonder- 
ful. The  public  will  more  fully  apiireci^A  his  labors  when  some  of 
the  results  of  the  Farm  Bureau  work  wiube  displayed  at  the  County 
Teachers'  Institute  next  October. 

We  wish  we  might  have  more  male  teachers  in  our  schools  next 
term,  but  the  outlook  is  very  discouraging.  The  number  of  appli- 
cants for  provisional  certificates  has  diminished  by  one-half  over  the 
preceding  year.  We  are  requiring  a  firsts-grade  high  school  training, 
or  its  equivalent,  as  well  as  training  at  a  professional  school  as  a 
preparation  for  our  first-year  teachers.  The  result  is  that  our  teach- 
ers are  becoming  better  equippe<l  and  our  schools  are  being  benefited. 

Five  of  our  high  schools  established  four-year  courses  during  the 
last  year  and  have  received  the  proper  recognition  from  the  State 
Department.  Several  of  our  third  grade  high  schools  have  raised 
their  rating.  Commercial  courses  in  our  high  schools  have  proved 
very  popular  and  manual  training  courses  have  received  quite  a  bit 
of  attention. 

Special  days,  such  as  clean-up  day  and  ar4)or  and  bird  day,  have 
been  generally  observed  and  school  surroundings  have  been  greatly 
improved.  Indoor  toilets  in  our  rural  schools  are  becoming  more 
numerous  and  are  proving  very  satisfactory.  Next  year  we  will  be 
able  to  report  quite  a  number  of  stan<lard  schools. 

Our  County  Teachers'  Institute  opened  as  usual  on  Monday  at  one 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  and  the  last  session  was  held  Friday  evening 
cf  the  same  week.  Our  teachers  and  ])atr<tns  are  still  enough  intei-- 
ested  in  the  institute  week  to  demand  and  enjoy  a  Avhole  week  of 
instruction  and  entertainment.  I  believe  they  would  gladly  come  on 
Saturday  also  if  the  ])rogram  were  continued  on  that  day. 

Schools  are  being  consolidated  in  many  of  our  communities  and  \ 
wouldn't  be  surprised  if  we  have  a  vocational  high  school  in  our 
county  this  coming  term. 
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JUITLER  COUNTY— Frank  A.  McChiiiff. 


Butler  county  has  enjoyed  a  pleasant,  and  1  believe,  profitable 
school  year.  Teachers,  directors  and  parents  have  given  their  hearty 
co-operation  to  our  plans  in  such  a  way  that  much  has  been  accom- 
plished. 

There  is  a  very  commendable  spirit  manifest  among  teachers, 
directors  and  patrons  of  the  school  to  make  improvements  in  the 
jjhysical  equipment  of  the  school.  During  the  year  past,  school 
liouses  have  been  painted,  outside  and  inside,  new  seats  have  been 
put  in,  porches  have  been  added,  out-buildings  have  been  renewed, 
library  books  and  bookcases  have  been  added  and  in  fact  an  interest 
has  been  taken  in  every  wry  making  the  school  buildings  and  grounds 
an  interesting  and  pleasant  place  for  the  pupils.  This  improvement 
in  the  physical  equipment  has  had  its  effect  upon  the  mental  attitude 
of  pupils  and  it  is  believed  that  jDupils  have  worked  harder  in  school 
and  have  been  more  interested  in  school  activities  than  ever  before. 

A  new  school  house  was  built  in  Buffalo  township  at  Butler  Junc- 
tion to  take  care  of  pupils  who  have  been  in  the  Freeport  schools. 
The  borough  of  Mars  voted  upon  and  the  citizens  upheld  a  bond  issue 
to  build  a  fine  new  high  school  building.  This  building  is  now  under 
construction.  Butler  township  is  building  a  fine  twelve-room  build- 
ing at  Lyndora  to  take  care  of  the  pupils  in  Lyndora.  Marion  town- 
ship is  building  a  two-roomed  building  at  Boyers  and  Venango  town- 
ship, a  two  roomed  building  at  Gouldville,  Cranberry  township  is  also 
■  erecting  a  new  building.  This  township  also  repaired  one  of  its  build- 
ings last  year  making  it  a  very  up-to-date  building.  Parker  township 
lemodeled  several  of  its  school  houses.  Clearfield  township  a<lded 
more  light  area  to  every  school  house.  Penn  township  added  seats 
and  general  improvements.  Fairview  toAvnship  has  plans  under 
way  for  a  new  high  school  building.  Jackson  and  Lancaster  toAvn- 
ships  are  building  new  one-room  school  houses  to  replace  those  de- 
stroyed by  fire  last  year. 

The  school  year  began  with  the  preparation  of  a  "Handbook"  for 
teachers.  In  this  booklet  was  gathered  a  program  of  classes  for  the 
one-roomed  schools,  suggestions  as  to  what  is  required  of  each  year's 
Avork  in  each  branch  in  the  course  of  study,  suggestions  for  teaching 
in  each  branch,  outlines  for  composition,  plans  for  systematic  grad- 
ing of  the  rural  schools,  requirements  for  "County  Standard"  school, 
in  fact  whatever  had  been  gathered  in  experience  and  reading  that 
Avould  help  teachers  was  gathered  into  this  booklet.  A  copy  of  this 
Avas  put  into  the  hands  of  eA^ery  teacher. 
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A  list  of  \v<)]'(ls  for  spelling  was  arraiiyiMl  in  the  oftiee  of  the  county 
snpei'intendent.  The  words  wer(»  ai-ranged  in  lessons  of  twenty  words 
each.  Two  words  were  niaiked  for  study  in  pronunciation  and  three 
w<>r<ls  for  detinilions.  A  lively  interest  was  stirred  up  in  pronun- 
ciation. This  list  was  made  the  basis  of  spelling  contests  in  every 
school  district  of  the  county.  Contests  were  arranged  and  the  school 
in  each  district  which  won  was  eligible  to  take  part  in  the  county 
contest.  I']ach  district  was  represented  by  a  team  composed  of  three 
pupils.  At  the  county  contest  there  were  thirty-four  teams.  Some 
very  creditable  si)elling  was  done.  There  were  more  old-fashioned 
spelling  bees  in  the  county  than  ever  before.  This  created  a  good 
social  feeling  over  the  school  districts.  The  work  was  beneficial  not 
only  in  spelling  but  in  other  branches  of  school  work.  Many  ])upils 
weie  held  in  school  and  were  interested  who  might  otherwise  have 
droi)ped  out. 

A  list  of  books  Avas  ]>repared  for  the  school  libraries.  The  need  of 
this  was  seen  when  the  nature  of  many  of  the  volumes  in  the  libraries 
was  found  to  be  negative  in  creating  a  love  for  goo<l  reading.  A  list 
was  nuide  to  include  reading  for  every  grade  of  pupils.  To  create 
an  interest  in  reading  good  and  suitable  books,  a  certificate  was  is- 
si.ed  to  every  ]>uj»il  who  read  four  books  from  the  list  prepared.  AYhen 
every  pupil  in  a  school  had  read  four  books  and  had  been  given  a 
certificate  that  school  rate<l  as  a  "100%  School."  There  were  seven- 
teen such  schools  in  the  county  this  lirst  year.  Over  fifteen  hnndred 
reading  certificates  w^ere  issued  showing  that  at  least  15%  of  all  the 
luipils  in  the  schools  of  the  county  read  four  good  books.  A  great 
interest  was  taken  in  the  libraries  this  year  and  many  books  were 
added.  It  is  believed  that  the  work  has  been  so  started  that  it  will 
grow  year  by  year  and  that  the  pupils  will  in  this  way  grow  into- 
an  ajtpreciation  and  love  for  the  right  kind  of  literature.  There  are 
yet  fifty-eight  i-ui-al  schools  which  d(>  not  have  libraries.  It  is  lio])ed 
that  before  long  these  will  liave  addetl  this  rather  necessary  i»art  of 
school  equipment. 

A  three  days'  session  of  the  "School  of  Methods"  was  held  before 
school  began.  All  the  teachers  of  the  county  were  invited  to  attend. 
There  was  an  average  attendance  of  two  hundred  each  day.  Teachers 
were  given  instruction  in  ])rimai-y  reading,  arithnu'tic  writing  and 
general  methods  of  pedagogy.  Special  attention  was  given  to  those 
who  had  never  taught  with  the  aim  in  view  of  helping  them  ]M-acti- 
cally  with  the  problems  that  would  confront  them  when  in  the  school 
room.  The  teachers  were  enthusiastic  in  their  supi)ort  of  this  meet- 
ing. This  was  the  first  year  that  more  than  a  one-day  session  had 
been  held. 

On  account  of  the  scho<ds  not  beginning  until  the  fi)-st  of  October 
the  annual  county  institute  was  held  the  last  week  of  Septend)er  in- 
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stead  of  the  week  before  Christmas  as  had  beeii  planned.  The  iu- 
structois  were:  Hon.  M.  I*.  Shawkey,  Dr.  Henderson,  Mae  kSchreiber, 
I'rof.  Kobert  McDowell  and  others.  The  iiistrnetion  was  of  a  high 
order  and  the  teachers  went  lo  their  schools  with  the  desire  to  ac- 
coiiiplisli  lunch  for  tlieir  pui>ils. 

Tlie  annnal  scliool  directors'  convention  met  on  tlie  lUth  and  liOtli 
( f  December.  The  attenthmce  was  excellent.  Dr.  George  M.  Phillips, 
Snpt.  Vx.  O.  ^Vclflillg,  Prof.  W.  M.  Stewart  and  I'rof.  C.  C.  Green  were 
the  instrnctors.  Our  directors  take  a  very  active  interest  in  this 
meeting  and  it  is  believed  mncli  help  is  gained  by  them  in  the  admin- 
istration of  the  schools. 

On  the  last  Friday  of  October  our  Commnnity  and  Bird  day  was 
held  in  the  rnral  schools.  This  day  was  observed  in  more  than  two 
hundred  of  the  rnral  schools.  Each  school  had  an  exhibit  of  farm 
jirodncts  consisting  of  corn,  potatoes,  apples  and  other  kinds  of  grain, 
fruit  and  vegetables  brought  by  the  pupils.  The  schools  were  dec- 
orated with  ])ictures  of  birds  and  birds'  nests.  A  program  was  given 
1*3'  the  school.  The  program  was  built  around  the  subject  of  birds. 
There  were  nearly  seven  thousand  people  in  attendance  in  the  one- 
roomed  schools.  It  is  believed  that  this  is  the  factor  in  our  school 
life  that  creates  most  interest.  Parents  and  patrons  gather  at  the 
school  and  become  acquainted  with  the  teacher  and  with  the  needs 
of  the  school.  It  has  fostered  an  excellent  spirit  and  attitude  among 
our  people. 

Corn  growing  clubs  and  breadbaking  clubs  were  conducted  iu  con- 
junction with  the  County  Agriculturalist,  Mr.  Harvey  S.  Adams.  A 
nuiid)er  of  meetings  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county  in  this 
counection.  More  than  fifty  boys  and  more  than  a  hundred  girls  took 
part  iu  this  club  work. 

Our  teachers  have  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  "County  Standard 
Scho(d"  and  uiuch  has  been  <lone  during  the  past  term  to  briug  all 
schools  nearer  this  standard.  This  year  eight  schools  qimlitie<l  and 
were  grante<l  diploums  ;ind  ])eunants.  ]Much  interest  was  nmnifest 
in  the  school  districts  where  the  diplomas  aud  pennants  were  granted. 
It  seems  to  be  one  of  the  very  best  plans  to  create  interest  in  school 
affairs. 

As  :i  p;nt  of  the  morning  exercises  this  year  the  teachers  were 
asked  to  tnke  up  some  patriotic  work.  The  })U])ils  learned  the  words 
"America"  and  the  "Star  Spangled  Banner.''  They  also  committed 
l^incoln's  Gettysburg  Speech.  All  these  were  learned  with  en- 
thusiasm by  nearly  every  pupil  in  the  county. 

Three  school  meetings  for  teachers  and  directors  were  scheduled 
for  every  school  district  of  the  county.  One*  hundred  meetings  or 
more  were  held  in  ;ili.  It  has  been  rather  dillicult  to  find  a  satis- 
factoi-y  plan      for  carrying  out  these  school  meetings.     It  is  hrmly 
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believed  that  they  are  one  of  the  best  agencies  of  school  help  that  we 
have.  The  larger  institute  is  an  excellent  thing  to  ronse  school  sen- 
timent among  the  patrons  but  it  is  believed  that  there  ought  to  be 
a  smaller  meeting  held  three  or  four  times  during  the  year  in  which 
teachers  could  exchange  ideas  in  an  informal  way.  Many  of  our  town- 
ships held  their  meetings  on  Saturday  and  paid  their  teachers  for  the 
day,  others  paid  traveling  expenses  but  many  boards  have  not  yet 
seen  enough  value  in  the  meetings  to  reimburse  teachers  any  for  at- 
tendance. 

Two  of  the  high  schools  of  the  county  issued  papers  during  the 
year,  Mars  and  Chicora.  Tliese  papers  were  full  of  school  news  and 
were  an  aid  to  bring  the  school  into  the  minds  of  the  home  people 
in  a  more  definite  way. 

Our  statistical  report  shows  the  following: 

Number  of  school  houses  in  county, 2()o 

Number  of  one-room  schools, 218 

Number  of  school  rooms  and  teachers, 337 

Number  of  houses  built  during  the  year, 2 

Number  of  high  schools, 16 

Number  of  graded  schools  aside  fi*om  high  schools, 35 

Number  of  provisional  certificates  issued, 195 

Number  of  applicants  refused,  40 

Number  of  professional  certificates  issued, 20 

Number  of  teachers  who  have  never  taught  before, 81 

Number  of  pupils  in  the  schools, 10,777 

Number  of  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates, 135 

Number  of  teachers  holding  professional  certificates, 53 

Number  of  teachers  who  have  graduated  from  normal  school.  111 

Number  of  teachers  holding  permanent  certificates, 23 

Number  of  teachers  holding  college  certificates, 20 

Number  of  rural  schools  holding  community  day,  19G 

Number  of  rural  schools  supplied  with  libraries, 164 

Number  of  pupils  missing  no  days, 715 

Number  of  school  visits  made, 650 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  schools  for  books  and  maps,  .  .  .15,018.34 

Pieces  of  mail  sent  out,   5,604 

Addresses  made,  72 

School  meetings,  granges  and  like  meetings  attended 84 

In  conclusion  let  us  say  that  few  of  ns  know  Avhat  is  in  store  for 
us  during  the  next  school  year.  At  best  it  will  be  a  time  of  worry 
and  excitement  on  account  of  the  war.  Many  of  our  youjig  men  have 
already  enlisted  and  many  more  will  be  drafted.  Those  will  be  hard 
days  when  the  soldier  boys  march  away.  Many  of  the  teachers  will 
not  return  to  the  school  room  next  year.    Many  of  the  women  teach- 
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ers  will  take  up  the  work  of  nursing.  Mauy  of  the  young  men  will 
be  needed  on  the  farm.  Digging  potatoes  is  as  much  a  patriotic  duty 
as  digging  trenches.  Carrying  sacks  of  grain  away  from  a  threshing 
machine  is  as  much  a  service  to  our  country  as  carrying  a  wounded 
soldier  from  the  firing  line.  "Back  to  the  Farm"  will  enable  numy 
of  our  women  teachers  to  fill  positions  held  by  men  this  year. 

It  will  be  rather  a  hard  year  in  schools  no  doubt.  It  is  for  each 
one  of  us  to  do  his  best  cheerfully  for  the  good  of  the  whole  country. 
To  do  this  work  that  we* can  do  best,  satisfied  in  that  work  with  no 
wasted  effort  should  be  the  aim  of  every  patriotic  American  citizen 
for  the  coming  year. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY— M.  8.  Bentz. 


I  have  very  little  that  is  new  to  rei)ort  to  you.  We  have  aimed  to 
"continue  our  intensification  in  all  of  the  activities  we  have  previously 
reported.  We  have  especially  made  an  effort  to  create  educational 
spirit  and  have  had  over  one  hundred  meetings  with  directors,  citi- 
zens and  teachers  this  last  year.  We  have  organized  a  number  of- 
community  clubs  and  have  found  where  these  clubs  are  organized 
there  is  a  very  healthy  school  stimulus  given  to  school  sentiment. 
All  of  our  county  standard  schools  are  the  direct  result  of  community 
club  activities.  In  another  district  two  new  school  buildings  are 
especially'  attributed  to  the  activities  of  the  newly  organized  com- 
munity clubs. 

At  our  annual  field  meet  of  the  high  schools  of  the  county  we  had 
about  oOO  separate  entries.  The  whole  day  was  given  up  to  the  con- 
tests. In  addition  to  the  athletic  contest  we  had  a  spelling  contest. 
The  respective  high  schools  each  sent  teams  of  ten  spellers.  To  these 
teams  one  hundred  words  were  pronounced  in  the  written  contest. 
The  winning  team  from  Patton,  Pa.,  missed  but  ten  words  in  the  one 
thosusand  submitted.  Spangler,  the  second  team,  missed  4G  in  the 
thousand  and  Conemaugh,  the  third,  missed  but  60.  In  the  oral  con- 
test which  followed,  we  had  upwards  of  two  hundred  line  up.  We 
used  the  spelling  list  we  have  compiled  in  our  county  and  of  the  two 
thousand  words  in  this  booklet,  five  of  them  spelled  every  word,  in 
fact,  we  could  not  spell  them  down  from  the  speller  and  had  to  take 
the  dictionary  in  order  to  find  who  was  the  best  speller.  We  gave 
a  silver  cup  to  the  team  that  won  in  the  written  contest  and  a  gold, 
silver  and  bronze  medal  to  the  first,  second  and  third  in  the  oral 
contest.     It  has  been  such  a  decided  success  that  we  hope  next  year 
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to  conduct  it  on  a  little  larger  scale  probably  extending  the  contest 
to  rural  and  grannnar  schools. 

Our  week  of  teacher  training  was  again  very  well  attended.  The 
enthusiasm  and  interest  manifested  by  the  young  people  gave  us  very 
much  encouragement.  In  vieAv  of  tlie  fact  that  our  great  problem  in 
Cand)ria  county  is  the  training  of  young,  inexperienced  teacliers  be- 
cause of  the  dearth  of  material,  all  the  old  and  more  experienced 
people  have  come  to  look  on  the  week  of  teacher  training  as  a  neces- 
sity and  if  there  were  come  means  by  which  we  could  provide  for  the 
expenses  of  these  young  people  we  would  try  and  extend  the  period 
beyond  a  week  because  we  are  fully  aware  the  young  people  get  much 
more  definite  assistance  during  tlieir  week  of  teacher  training  than 
they  get  through  institute. 

We  had  the  pleasure  this  summer  of  assisting  Superintendent 
Chapman,  of  Indiana,  and  Su}»erintendent  Shaw,  of  Westmoreland 
county,  in  tlieir  teadier  training  activities.  We  had  indeed  a  very 
enjoyable  week  at  (Ireensburg  and  a  very  enjoyable  time  while  we 
stayed  at  Indiana.  The  spirit  of  these  teachers  I  find  eager  to  obtain 
the  assistance  so  essential  to  give  them  an  insight  into  real  sduxd 
activities. 

We  have  a  number  of  new  buildings  being  constructed  in  our 
county.  Two  new  vocational  higli  scliools  have  been  created,  one  in 
Westmont  to  accommodate  the  i)ubils  of  Westmont  or  T"i»])er  Yoder 
township  and  one  at  Edgewood  to  accommodate  the  ])ni)ils  of  Lowei' 
Yoder  townsliip,  Oakhui-st  borongli,  Middh'  and  AVest  Taylor  town 
ships.  There  were  also  a  new  high  scliool  created  in  Richland  town- 
ship which  we  hope  in  a  year's  time  will  take  up  full  agricultural 
activities  as  well  as  a  homemaking  course.  Several  of  the  coal  com- 
panies have  voluntarily  contributed  a  large  percentage  of  tlie  cost 
of  new  buildings  in  tlieir  mining  villages. 

We  have  had  considerable  trouble  to  fill  our  schools  with  teachers. 
We  will  have  over  725  teachers  this  year.  If  we  can  obtain  proper 
teachers  we  expect  to  have  a  banner  year. 


CAMERON  COUNTY— C.  E.  Plasterer, 


Owing  to  the  late  opening  of  I  lie  schools,  citidcmics,  and  (juaranline 
by  which  the  superintendent  as  well  as  some  teachers  wei-e  affected, 
we  do  not  feel  that  we  have  accom]»lished  all  that  should  have  been 
done  during  the  past  year.  There  are  however  some  fealnres  of  the 
year's  work  which  we  take  pleasure  in  reporting. 
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.  The  aiiiiiial  institute  was  one  of  tlie  best  of  tlie  good  institutes 
Avhich  have  been  hehl  in  tliis  county.  J)i'.  ().  T.  Corson,  of  Columbus, 
Ohio  and  Hupt,  S.  R.  Sliear,  of  Toughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  were  the  in- 
structors for  the  weeic  and  the  CJaU)raitli  Brothers,  lii-ookville,  Pa., 
lijid  charge  of  tlie  music.  Tlie  evening  atti-actions  were  (lalbraith 
Brothers,  \'ictor's  Knickerbocker  Band,  Edward  Andierst  Ott,  and 
the  Weatherwax  J>rothers'  Quartet.  It  requires  no  small  effort  to 
maintain  an  institute  of  this  character  with  a  teaching  force  of  less 
than  sixty  teachers.  However,  owdng  to  the  loyal  support  of  teachers 
and  the  generous  patronage  of  the  public,  our  deficit  was  not  as  great 
as  might  have  been  expected.  For  the  second  year  in  succession  all 
of  the  teachers  of  Cameron  county  enrolled  as  mend)ers  of  the  State 
Educational  Association.     Local  institutes  were  held  as  usual. 

Several  of  our  school  boards,  recognizing  the  increasing  cost  of 
living,  have  voluntarily  raised  the  salaries  of  their  teachers  above  the 
minimum  required  by  law. 

While  we  had  no  standard  rural  schools  to  repoi-t  during  the  i)ast 
year,  we  had  several  which  were  lacking  in  only  one  or  two  of  the 
reciuirements.  In  one  case,  inability  to  get  a  few  feet  more  of  slate 
blackboai'd  until  too  late  in  the  term  jnevenled  a  school  from  receiv- 
ing this  recognition. 

The  ]*]mp(>riuni  school  boai'd  has  e([uippe(l  a  jthysical  laboratory 
thus  making  it  ]>ossible  for  their  high  school  to  do  its  i-e(piiied  woi-U 
much  more  conveniently.  Tiu'  work  of  this  school  is  being  recogiiiz<'<l 
more  from  year  to  year  and  each  year  sees  a.  larger  numbei-  of  its 
graduates  seeking  higher  educational  o|)iH)rtunities  in  the  colleges 
and  normal  schools. 

A  school  savings  banking  system  was  organize<l  in  the  Emporium 
schools  during  the  first  month  of  the  school  term.  It  has  been  a 
great  success  and  is  looked  njton  with  great  favor  by  all  conc('rne<l. 
Out  of  an  enrollment  of  about  seven  hundred  ]»upils,  four  hundred 
eighteen  opened  accounts.  The  banks  were  in  operation  about  eight 
ULontlis  and  the  deposits  at  ])resent  amount  to  |2,;>l)r).2(;.  It  is  likely 
that  this  service  will  be  extended  by  the  local  banks  to  the  other 
schools  of  the  county. 

Twenty  young  i.eojde  graduated  fi-om  the  Emporium  high  school 
and  eiqht  from  the  Sliii»i»en  township  higli  school.  Tlie  liigli  school 
at  I)i-iriwoo<l  has  been  discontinued  on  account  of  tlie  small  number 
<>f  liigh  school  pupils. 

I''irty-(ive  common  sclnxd  diplomas  were  issued  from  our  onice. 
The  (piestions  were  prepared  and  the  greater  part  of  (he  paix'is  wei-e 
examined  by  the  county  supeiinteiident. 

One  hundred  thirty-one  jiupils  received  certificates  of  award  as 
recognition  of  honor  to  which  they  were  entitled  for  having  been 
neither  absent  nor  tardy  during  the  school  term.  In  addition  to 
these,  one  hundre<l  twenty-six  others  received  recognition  for  excel 


38  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

lent  records  in  respect  to  attendance  and  punctuality.  Those  in  the 
latter  class  were  prevented  by  sickness  or  otlier  unavoidable  causes 
from  making  perfect  records  for  the  term. 

Shippen  township  is  at  present  engaged  in  the  erection  of  a  fine 
two-room  school  building  about  two  miles  northwest  from  Emporium. 
For  the  i)iesent  it  is  calculated  to  take  the  place  of  two  abandoned 
one-room  schools  and  to  relieve  a  crowded  condition  in  another  con- 
solidated school  in  the  district.  The  new  building  is  being  built  on 
plans  furnished  by  the  State  Board  of  Education  and  is  of  the  B  No. 
1  type.  Borne  modifications  have  been  made  in  the  plans  to  secure 
better  advantages.  It  will  be  of  cement  block  construction  and  will 
be  roofed  with  cement  asbestos  shingles.  In  addition  to  two  school 
rooms,  four  cloak  rooms,  book  closet,  chemical  toilets,  and  ventilating 
heaters,  it  will  have  a  basement  with  concrete  floor  under  the  school 
rooms.  The  basement  Avill  contain  a  work  room,  fuel  room,  and  a 
large  play  room.  The  building  is  designed  for  permanency  as  well 
as  for  utility  and  will  be  a  credit  to  the  district  and  county.  The 
school  board  of  Shippen  township  recognizes  the  fact  that  the  best 
is  not  too  good  for  the  country  boys  and  girls.  It  is  to  be  lioped  that 
]>ublic  sentiment  in  the  district  will  support  a  progressive  couise  on 
the  jiart  of  the  board  and  that  within  a  reasoiial)le  time  every  school 
building  in  the  district  will  be  one  in  which  the  citizens  may  take 
pride. 

We  are  endeavoring  to  maintain  high  standards  in  the  issuing  of 
teachers'  certificates.  While  we  have  fewer  candidates  for  certifi- 
cates we  have  also  a  less  number  of  failures  in  the  examinations  and 
are  securing  better  prepared  teachers  for  our  schools. 

An  excellent  spirit  of  cooperation  on  the  part  of  those  directly  con- 
cerned in  the  welfare  of  the  schools  makes  the  work  of  the  superin- 
tendent a  satisfaction  to  himself  and  we  trust  a  benefit  to  the  boys 
and  girls  of  our  schools. 


CARBON  COUNTY — Tames  J.  Bevaii. 


In  this  review  of  the  year  just  closed  only  brief  refei'ence  can  be 
made  to  some  of  the  ijrincij)al  activities  of  the  year.  While  not  all 
that  we  hoped  for  was  accomplished,  yet  progress  was  made  along 
several  lines  of  growth.  Our  general  aim  has  been  to  enlarge  the 
school  facilities,  to  increase  the  teaching  ability  of  our  teaching  body 
and  to  make  the  supervision  of  school  work  moie  helpful,  rational 
and  constructive. 
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School  Facilities. 

The  environment  and  equipment  of  evei*y  school  should  be  im- 
proved from  year  to  year.  Through  the  medium  of  our  Bulletin  and 
Keview  and  conference  with  local  boards  school  needs  were  con- 
stantly emphasized.  As  a  result  thereof  improvement  in  some  form 
was  made  in  every  district  according  to  its  financial  ability.  In  the 
county  as  a  whole  a  very  gratifying  record  can  be  reported. 

School  grounds  were  cleaned  and  kept  clean  with  a  few  exceptions. 
Toilets  were  repaired  or  replaced  and  the  entrances  properly  screened. 
Fuel  houses  were  more  substantially  built  on  concrete  foundations 
and  more  suitably  placed  on  the  school  grounds.  Porches  constructed 
of  concrete  and  iron  railings  replaced  the  old  style  Avooden  i)orches  in 
one  township.  Flags  and  flag  poles  were  erected  at  a  number  of 
buildings.  ^___^ 

In  the  large  graded  school  districts  the  equipment  and  apparatus 
were  increased  as  necessity  required.  In  our  rural  districts  all  pre- 
vious achievement  was  eclipsed.  All  rural  school  grounds,  except 
three,  have  trees  thereon  and  in  these  three  instances  the  surround- 
ing woods  supply  this  lack  quite  well.  All  but  one  township  have 
the  toilet  entrances  screened  and  this  lack  will  be  supplied  during  the 
coming  summer.  All  buildings,  except  seven,  located  in  two  town- 
^.hips,  are  provided  with  cellar  furnaces  or  ventilating  heaters.  These 
remaining  houses  will  be  thus  equipped  in  the  next  few  years.  Every 
school  has  either  a  bubbling  drinking  fountain  or  a  closed  water  jar 
and  separate  drinking  cups  and  also  maps  and  globes.  In  some 
schools  the  maps  and  globes  are  in  poor  condition  and  should  be  re- 
placed. In  many  schools  the  floors  are  oiled  and  sweeping  compound 
is  used. 

To  all  these  facilities  must  be  added  the  further  needs  of  better 
furniture,  more  light,  more  blackboard  surface,  material  for  hand 
work,  supplementary  books  and  well  selected  libraries.  Our  school 
boards  are  aware  of  these  needs  and  may  be  trusted  to  provide  the 
same  as  rapidly  as  their  funds  will  permit. 

Better  Teaching. 
Herein  lies  the  first  great  need  of  every  school.  To  secure  good 
teachers,  to  retain  and  properly  remunerate  those  who  prove  to  be 
good  is  the  most  important  work  of  the  school  board.  To  improve  in 
teaching  power  is  the  supreme  power  of  every  teacher  and  to  aid  in 
such  effort  becomes  the  chief  work  of  the  supervisor  or  superintend- 
ent. It  is  also  a  pleasure  to  report  progress  along  these  lines.  The 
growing  attendance  of  teachers  at  summer  schools,  preparation  for 
higher  certificates,  monthly  meetings,  the  study  of  modern  texts  in 
teaching  and  management  and  our  various  institutes  and  conferences 
uere  the  means  whereby  this  progress  was  promoted. 
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The  county  institute  was  a  strong  educational  conteience  and 
served  well  its  pur])ose  of  presenting  high  ideals  of  teaching  and  ways 
o.  ajjproach  to  more  modern  methods  of  work.  Our  local  institutes 
were  practical  in  character,  the  work  being  presented  largely  in  the 
form  of  class  demonstrations.  Language,  nature  study,  drawing,  hand 
(>ccnpations,  class  management  and  current  school  problems  were 
some  of  the  subjects  discusse<l  or  demonstrated.  A  series  of  con- 
ferences of  supervisors  and  high  school  teachers  aroused  much  in- 
terest and  did  much  goo<l.  The  general  theme  considered  was  "A 
I'roper  Basis  for  Elimination  in  the  High  School  Subjects." 

School  Supervision. 

In  nine  large  districts,  containing  two-thirds  of  the  schools  of  the 
county  close  supervision  is  maintaine<l.  The  sui>ervisors  therein  are 
active,  progressive,  competent  men,  eager  for  the  best  attainable 
advantages  and  results  for  their  several  districts.  Between  these 
men  and  the  supervising  officers  of  the  county  the  most  cordial  spirit 
of  cooi^eration  prevailed.  The  great  advantage  of  this  relationship 
is  apparent.  The  work  of  the  assistant  superintendent,  directed 
specifically  to  lower  grade  and  rural  schools,  was  i)ractical  and  con- 
structive, and  most  helpful  and  sympathetic  to  those  under  her  care. 
In  the  schools  of  all  grades  the  superintendent  gave  close  attention 
to  current  methods  of  teaching  and  management  and  souglit  in  every 
way  to  improve  the  character  of  the  same. 

The  Kural  School  Institute  of  Methods  held  at  the  o[)ening  of  tlu^ 
term  jiresented  to  rural  teachers  valuable  instruction  in  methods  of 
teaching  and  ]»lans  for  work.  This  included  ]»lans  and  methods  in 
agriculture  by  Mr.  H,.  C.  Fetterolf,  State  Inspector,  ])rimai"v  plans 
by  the  assistant  superintendent,  and  in  school  managenuMit  ansl 
methods  in  up]>er  grades  by  the  c<»unty  su]»erintendent.  An  exhibit 
of  hand  work  in  sewing,  weaving,  and  woodwork  by  jiupils  of  our 
rural  schools  was  a  creditable  j)resentation  of  what  the  awakened 
and  re-directed  rural  school  can  do. 

Standard  Kural  Schools. 

Bulletin  Xo.  7  on  Standard  Rural  Schools,  recently  issued  by  the 
State  Board  of  Education,  was  followed  with  good  results.  The  re- 
(piirements  for  a  county  standard  school,  conform  closely  with  our 
(»wn  county  standard  established  several  years  ago.  To  the  following 
schools  belongs  the  honor  of  having  been  awarded  certificate  and  pen- 
nant granted  by  the  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction: 

Lentz  School,  Lower  Towamensing,  Chas.  H.  (Jeorge,  teacher. 

Harrity  School,  P^ranklin,  Cora  E.  Solt,  teacher. 

Beaver  Bun  School,  Mahoning,  Kuth  Leinhard,  teacher. 

Bloomingdale  School,  Mauch  Crunk  townshii),  Ida  M.  Barnhart, 
teacher. 
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Hudsondale  (iianinmi-  School,  Packer,  Paul  H,  Herzog,  teacher. 

Hiidsondale  Primary  School,  Packer,  Nettie  O.  Warner,  teacher. 

Ghiirch  School,  Packer,  W.  H.  Barto,  teacher. 

West  End  School,  Packer,  Mary  E.  Bartges,  teacher. 

It  will  be  noted  tliat  Packer  townslii])  ha^i  the  distinction  of  being 
the  only  district  in  the  connty  to  standardize  all  of  its  schools  this 
term.  A  nnnd»er  of  otlier  schools  tliat  hicked  some  item  of  equipment 
reiinired  for  the  "Pennant"  did  good  wink  ami  may  readily  be  stand- 
ardized next  year.  A  few  of  them  should  be  raised  to  the  rank  of 
a  state  standard  school. 

With  hearty  commendation  of  tlie  zeal  and  devotion  of  directors, 
teachers,  and  many  public  spirited  people  interested  in  vital  school 
problems  and  home  and  school  associations,  and  with  dne  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  cordial  co-operation  extended  to  me  in  tlie  work  of 
the  year  by  the  State  Department,  the  county  press,  and  the  public 
in  general,  this  report  is  resiJectfuUy  submitted. 


CENTRE  COT '  NT Y— David  O.  Etters. 


Our  schools  liave  made  fair  progress  and  the  educational  sentiment 
is  good.  In  common  with  the  rest  of  the  State,  our  term  began  late 
but  that  resulted  in  a  fuller  and  better  attendance  from  the  start. 
In  a  few  jdaces  the  session  was  interrupted  by  epideiuics  of  sickness. 
This  was  true  more  esj)ecially  in  the  Osceola  section  of  Kush  toAvn- 
ship  where  typhoid  fever  raged  for  six  or  eight  weeks. 

An  assistant  superintendent  has  made  it  possible  to  keep  in  closer 
touch  with  all  schools  and  to  give  individual  help  when  and  where 
needed. 

Tlie  eighth  grade  examinations  resulted  in  the  issuing  of  more  than 
a  hundred  certiticates  for  high  school  entrance,  to  non-resident  pupils. 
This  is  many  more  than  ever  before  qualified  in  any  one  year. 

Our  high  schools,  I'itr  the  most  part,  Avere  well  nmnaged  as  evi- 
denced by  the  tine  results  attained,  Bellefonte  and  State  College 
have  well  organized  commercial  and  vocational  departments  Avhich 
are  doing  excellent  work.  Phili]>sburg,  also,  added  a  commercial 
course  to  its  high  sdnxd  curriculum  with  results  that  strongly  com- 
mend the  action  of  the  board  in  establishing  the  project.  Oregg,  too, 
has  caught  the  si)irit  of  the  age  and  has  ]»lanned  to  institute  a  State 
vocational  school  at  S])ring  Mills;  and  if  enthusiasm  shall  count  for 
anything  in  the  matter,  it  should  be  a  pronounced  success  from  the 
very  start,  for  certainly  there  are  few  rui-al  communities  where  the 


42  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

people  are  so  generally  and  strongly  enlisted  in  a  move  as  are  these 
people  at  the  prospect  of  having  the  advantages  of  this  fine,  helpfnl 
feature  in  our  modern  educational  sj^stem. 

There  should  be,  at  least,  the  agricultural  department  of  a  voca- 
tional school  in  connection  with  the  high  school  at  Howard  and  at 
I'ort  Matilda.  These  are  places  which  could  readily  support  such 
a  school  if  it  were  organized. 

The  County  Institute  and  the  meeting  of  the  Directors'  Association 
were  well  attended  and  all  sessions  were  highly  instructive  and  en- 
tertaining as  well. 

We  believe  as  we  approach  the  new  school  year  that  teachers, 
directors  and  patrons  will  combine  their  efforts  to  insure  a  still 
greater  measure  of  success  for  the  year  that  is  coming  than  was 
reached  in  the  year  that  has  gone. 

In  conclusion  we  return  our  earnest  thanks  and  appreciation  to 
the  teachers  for  their  co-operation  and  loyal  support,  to  the  directors 
for  important  services  well  rendered,  to  the  State  Department  for 
helpful  advice  and  prompt  courtesy,  to  patrons  and  citizens  for  kind- 
ness and  hospitality  shown  us  in  our  round  of  duty  and  to  the  press 
of  the  countj^  for  publishing  notices  of  general  educational  welfal*e. 


CHESTER  COUNTY— Thomas  A.  Bock. 


The  general  school  progress  of  the  country  was  reflected  in  our 
schools  during  the  past  year.  Perhaps  we  feel  best  about  the  develop- 
ment of  our  county  institute  program,  the  formal  opening  of  two 
agricultural-vocational  schools  (and  the  development  of  a  plan  for 
a  third),  our  annual  play  festival  and  our  county  home  and  school 
league. 

The  introduction  of  hot  lunches  into  rural  schools  noted  last  year 
lias  continued  until  Ave  now  have  about  fifty  such  schools  serving 
tliem.    Three  township  high  schools  have  added  the  lunches  this  year. 

Institute. 
The  sixty-first  annual  county  institute  presented  a  program  some- 
what different  in  type  from  its  predecessors.  The  regular  sessions 
extended  from  9:15  to  11:45  a.  m.,  and  from  1:30  to  3:30  p.  m.,  the 
first  hour  of  each  half  day  being  occupied  by  one  general  lecture,  the 
second  by  work  in  sections:  high,  grammar,  intermediate,  primary, 
rural  and  rural  beginners.  But  at  8:00  a.  m.  and  3:30  p.  m.,  volun- 
teer classes  were  held  in  such  subjects  as  sewing,  music,  drawing, 
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milk  testing,  stock  judging,  corn  judging,  canning  demonstration, 
reed  and  rafla  work,  paper  cutting,  the  teacliing  of  folk  dances,  games, 
spelling,  arithmetic  and  primary  reading  and  victrola  demonstra- 
tions. These  classes  were  attended  by  60%  of  the  teachers,  most  of 
these  attending  five  sessions  of  the  volunteer  classes,  some  as  many 
as  eleven  of  them.  It  was  the  busiest  institute  week  we  have  had. 
The  instructors  were:  Dr.  Henry  Suzzallo,  Dr.  Henry  Turner  Bailey, 
Dr.  Edward  Howard  Griggs,  Dr.  G.  M.  Philips,  Miss  Margaret  T. 
Maguire,  Miss  Mary  J.  Cooper,  Miss  Lillian  E.  Johnson,  Mrs.  H.  C. 
Fetterolf,  Miss  Sarah  B.  Askew,  Prof.  Charles  H.  Albert,  Prof.  A. 
D.  Cromwell,  Miss  Ina  S.  Lindman,  Miss  Christine  M.  Tinling  and 
Jerry  March.  Evening  entertainers:  Weatherwax  Brothers  Quar- 
tette and  Adelphia  Concert  Artists.  Lecturer,  Dr.  Edward  Amherst 
Ott.  It  cost  just  11,604.91  to  run  the  institute,  for  which  the  govern- 
ment provides  |200. 

Directors'  Convention. 

The  Directors'  Convention  Dec.  11,  was  addressed  by  the  president, 
Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  Dr.  Samuel  C.  Mitchell,  president  of  Delaware 
College,  Supt.  Albert  S.  Cook,  of  Baltimore  county,  Md.,  and  Dr.  G. 
M.  Philips.  Local  problems  were  discussed  by  members  of  the  con- 
vention as  follows :  Our  Vocational  School,  Dr.  E.  L.  Sanf ord.  Honey 
Brook ;  Our  Progress  in  Consolidation,  Wm.  E.  Pitt,  New  London ; 
Our  Local  Play  Festivals,  B.  F.  Meredith,  West  Cain ;  Getting  More 
Light  into  the  School  Koom,  Wm.  McFarland;  The  Cumpulsory 
School  Law,  Dr.  L.  T.  Bremerman,  Downingtown.  The  convention 
•accepted  the  invitation  of  Dr.  G.  M.  Philips  to  meet  at  the  normal 
school  next  year. 

Local  Institutes. 

Local  institutes  for  parents  and  children  were  held  under  local 
initiative  at  Parker  Ford,  Cochranville,  Unionville,  West  Grove.  In 
addition,  a  series  of  meetings  for  rural  teachers  was  held  at  the  six 
first  grade  high  schools  of  the  county.  At  each  a  number  of  demon- 
strations in  teaching,  reading  or  other  elementary  school  work  was 
given.  Round  table  conferences  occupied  the  forenoon ;  the  afternoon 
being  given  over  to  practical  and  inspirational  addresses. 

Home  and  School  Leagues. 
The  year  has  seen  a  rapid  development  of  home  and  school  leagues. 
About  sixty  of  these  have  been  organized;  some  including  only  the 
patrons  of  a  one-teacher  school,  others  covering  an  entire  school  dis- 
trict. Much  progressive  school  sentiment  and  wholesome  social  in- 
tercourse has  resulted.  Moreover,  the  most  of  these  leagues  have 
added  directly  to  the  equipment  of  the  local  schools,  such  as  warm 
lunch  outfits,  library  books,  pictures,  paper  towels  and  drinking  cups, 
victrolas,  organs  and  pianos,  flags,  supplementary  text  books,  play 
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apparatus,  trees  an<l  shrubs.  In  many  districts  they  have  been  active 
agents  in  the  development  of  sentiment  in  support  of  new  develop- 
ments of  the  local  educational  system.  On  March  31  the  second  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  County  Home  and  School  League  consisting  of 
two  delegates  from  each  local  organization  was  held  at  West  Chester. 
It  was  addressed  by  Mrs.  Frederick  Schoff,  National  President  of  the 
Mothers'  Congress,  Dr.  Charles  A.  Wagner,  State  Commissicmer  of 
Education  of  Delaware,  and  Dr.  Andrews  Thomas  Smitli  and  I)y 
numerous  local  workers. 

The  County  League  has  an  active  executive  committee  which  seems 
likely  to  forward  a  general  development  of  this  work. 

Child  Welfare  Week. 

One  of  the  most  significant  educational  events  of  the  year  here 
was  the  "Child  Welfare  Week"  series  of  meetings  and  exhibits  held 
in  the  New  Century  Club  House  April  23-28.  All  the  women's  organ- 
izations of  the  county,  some  twenty-six  in  number,  Avere  federated 
into  one  for  this  purpose.  Each  contributed  financially  to  the  ex- 
pense of  the  lecturers,  hall  rent,  etc.,  and  each  occupied  a  booth  in 
the  exhibit  room. "  Here  by  means  of  charts,  i)hotographs,  models, 
literature  and  an  ever  present  attendant  each  organization  set  before 
the  thousands  of  visitors  the  aims  and  purposes  for  which  it  existed 
and  illustrated  graphically  what  had  been  accomplishe<l.  The  lec- 
tures continuing  over  three  days  were  of  a  high  order.  The  chief 
speakers  were:  Mrs.  Jean  Kane  Foulke,  Pennsylvania  Dept.  of  Agri- 
culture; Mrs.  John  O.  Miller,  Woman  Suffrage  Party  of  Pennsjdvania 
and  State  Federation  of  Pennsylvania  Women ;  Dr.  Mary  Sherwood, 
National  Society  for  the  Study  and  Prevention  of  Infant  Mortalj.ty; 
Miss  Jessie  Bancroft,  President  American  Posture  League;  Miss 
Caroline  L.  Hunt,  V.  S.  Bureau  of  Agriculture ;  Miss  Emma  Smedley. 
Supervisor  School  Lunches  of  Philadelphia  ;  Mrs.  Max  ^Vest,  Child- 
ren's Bureau,  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Miss  Helen  Glenn,  State  Super- 
visor Mothers'  Assistance  Fund ;  Dr.  Ellis  P.  Oberholtzer,  Penna. 
Board  of  Censors ;  Shelby  M.  Harrison,  Russell  Sage  Foundation ; 
T.  I).  Settle,  Field  Secretary  Playground  and  Recreation  Association 
of  America ;  Miss  Elsa  Ueland,  President  Carson  College  for  Orphan 
Cirls. 

Attention  to  athletics  is  increasing.  The  Oxford  high  school  added 
an  excellent  course  in  physical  training  under  competent  instructors. 

An  active  cami^aign  for  the  establishment  of  rural  school  libraries 
was  Avaged  throughout  the  year  with  gratifying  results.  The  efforts 
made  to   standardize  schools  were  quite  helpful  in  this   campaign. 

Earlj'  in  the  year,  a  pamphlet  was  printed  and  circulated  on  which 
those  items  of  the  State's  requirements  for  county  standard  schools 
which  were  indefinite,  such  as  ''ample  light,"  "suffiicent  text  books," 
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etc.,  were  deMnitely  iiiteipi-ele<l,  e.  '^.  the  latter  term  was  interpreteil 
to  mean — four  sets  of  readers  for  grades  one  and  two ;  three  sets  for 
grade  three  and  four ;  two  sets  for  grades  live  and  six. 

At  the  cdose  of  the  year,  we  send  a  written  report  <m  our  visitition 
of  schools  to  each  school  board.  Here  we  made  delinite  recommenda- 
tions for  improvement  of  school  ]»ropeii;ies,  etc.  These  brought  good 
results  last  year. 

On  Oct.  I'nd  and  3rd,  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Educa- 
tion and  the  State  Director  of  Agricultural  Education  formally 
opened  our  first  two  vocational  schools.  I'ublic  exercises  attended 
by  four  hundred  people  were  held  in  each  instance.  These  schools 
are  being  watched  with  a  great  deal  of  interest  by  the  ])eople  of  our 
county.    They  ai-e  well  attended. 

As  the  result  of  several  illustrated  lectures  and  numerous  meet- 
ings, four  contiguous  townships — East  Bradford,  Tocopson,  East 
Bradford  and  Birmingham,  were  brought  to  look  favorably  upon  the 
establishment  of  a  joint  school  which  should  include  a  vocational 
school  and  a  consolidated  school  embracing  twelve  existing  one- 
teacher  schools.  The  ]>lan  was  laid  before  Mr.  Pierre  S.  Dul'ont,  a 
resi<lent  of  the  county,  and  he  oftered  to  erect  a  |5(),()()()  building  for 
this  purpose  on  condition  that  the  local  community  would  ])rovide  for 
its  proper  future  maintenance.  The  location  was  to  be  determined 
by  the  responsible  authorities.  Mr.  L.  H.  Dennis,  the  director  of 
Agricultural  Education,  made  a  survey  for  the  State  Board  of  p]du- 
cation.  The  State  Board  of  Education  recommended  that  the  school 
be  established  at  Ohadds  Ford.  When  fully  developed,  this  school 
will  help  solve  a  number  of  serious  educational  problems  in  southern 
Chester  county. 

Play  Festival. 

On  Maj^  12,  our  second  Annual  Count}"  I'lay  Festival  was  lield  at 
the  West  Chester  State  Normal  School.  About  nine  thousand  peoi)le 
gathered  from  all  parts  of  the  county  to  witness  the  contests  in  spell- 
ing, declamation,  composition,  arithmetic,  penmanship,  drawing,  agri- 
culture, singing,  basketry,  sewing,  bird  box  making,  bread  making, 
see<l  corn  germination,  cow  judging,  the  usual  running,  jumping  jind 
chinning  contests  including  relay  races  and  i)otato  races  for  girls. 
A  nund)er  of  schools  demonstiated  the  playing  of  various  typical 
games:  volley  ball,  prisoners'  base,  three  deep,  etc.  At  the  close  of 
the  afternoon;  a  simple  historical  pageant  on  Penn's  treaty  with  the 
Indians  was  followed  by  a  parade  of  several  thousand  of  the  child reji 
gaudily  be<lecked  with  gay  colored  caps  and  banners.  More  than  six- 
teen hundi-e<l  contestants  were  entered.  They  came  from  every  dis- 
trict in  the  county  and  bore  away  almost  two  hundred  banners  as 
tro])hies  of  the  day.  The  schools  had  been  so  carefully  classified  that 
almost  every  district  won  a  banner  for  showing  special  ju'owess  in 


46  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

some  one  or  more  lines  of  endeavor.  Since  there  could  be  but  one 
contestant  from  each  district,  except  in  the  relays,  of  course,  each 
school  district  had  previously  held  a  local  carnival  at  wliich  all  the 
schools  of  the  district  had  com]3eted  to  select  its  representatives  for 
the  County  Play  Festival.  Many  of  these  local  carnivals  were  very 
well  attended  by  the  patrons  of  the  community.  The  result  of  this 
effort  is  increased  interest  both  in  general  school  work  and  in  play. 
Jumping  pits  and  chinning  bars  have  become  the  usual  thing  on  the 
country  as  well  as  the  town  playground.  The  situation  here  seems 
ripe  for  the  inauguration  of  a  system  of  physical  education  under 
definite  State  Supervision  such  as  New  York  has  instituted. 

Our  play  festival  has  stirred  up  much  interest  in  public  speaking 
contests.  Spring  City  schools  conduct  a  unique  series  of  these  con- 
tests both  intra-class  and  inter-class. 

Parkesburg  will  introduce  courses  in  domestic  science  this  year. 
Sirring  City  organized  a  continuation  school  with  twenty-seven  pupils. 
Downingtown  added  a  large  science  laboratory  and  lecture  room  and 
specialized  instruction  in  penmanship. 

Two  new  buildings  are  under  construction  at  present — the  voca- 
tional school  at  Honey  Brook — 130,000  and  a  one-room  building  in 
West  Sadsbury  to  replace  one  that  was  burned  last  year. 

Downingtown  has  added  to  its  equipment,  the  daily  visit  to  the 
school  of  a  professionally  trained  nurse. 


CLARION  COUNTY— N.  E.  Heeter. 


In  submitting  the  annual  report  of  the  public  schools  of  Clarion 
county,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  continued  improvement  in  the 
schools.  Special  efforts  have  been  made  to  improve  the  playgrounds, 
school  buildings,  teaching  corps  and  the  attitude  of  the  patrons  to- 
v.ard  the  school. 

Playgrounds. 

Many  of  our  old  school  buildings  are  placed  upon  the  most  unde- 
sirable plot  of  ground  in  the  community,  ground  apparantly  good  for 
nothing  else.  But  every  piece  of  ground  purcliased  during  the  year 
was  not  only  the  best  location,  most  suitable  and  most  sanitary  piece 
of  ground,  but  in  everj'-  case  the  size  of  the  playground  was  increased. 
These  new  grounds  vary  in  size  from  one  to  five  acres. 

1 '  r  h  i'  I 
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Buildings. 

Many  of  the  old  coal  houses,  toilets,  and  school  houses  have  been 
repaired  and  repainted.  And  many  of  the  school  rooms  have  been 
reseated  with  single  desks. 

Three  new  buildings  and  an  annex  of  three  rooms  to  the  Clarion 
borough  building  have  been  built. 

Two  of  the  new  buildings  are  modern  one-room  buildings.  The 
other  is  a  centralized  six-room  building.  In  this  building  part  of  the 
schools  of  the  district  are  centralized  and  a  high  school  for  Farming- 
ton  township  was  established. 

Co-operation. 

Three  distinct  lines  of  work,  viz:  School  of  Methods,  Good  Seeds 
Campaign,  and  organization  of  boj^s  and  girls  clubs,  were  planned 
and  carried  out  for  the  sole  purpose  of  getting  our  teacliers,  pupils 
and  patrons  to  see  the  need  of  closer  cooperation  between  the  home, 
the  school  and  the  school  officials. 

To  secure  closer  cooperation  between  our  teachers  and  school  offi- 
cials a  school  of  methods  was  conducted  for  three  days  just  before 
the  beginning  of  the  school  term.  The  aim  of  this  school  was  to  make 
the  work  most  practical  and  helpful  for  the  beginning  teachers.  The 
demonstration  teaching  was  one  of  the  strongest  features  of  the 
school.  Our  teachers  were  permitted  to  see  an  expert  primary 
teacher,  one  of  their  own  number,  teach  reading  and  writing  to  be- 
ginners. 

The  results  were  in  evidence  in  almost  every  school  in  the  county. 
Some  of  the  experienced  teachers  who  attended  had  been  told  many 
times  how  good  prinuiry  teachers  teach  these  subjects,  but  most  of 
them  would  regard  it  as  a  blast  of  pedagogical  "hot  air,"  and  it  had 
no  effect  on  their  teaching.  This  was  a  dilferent  proposition.  It  was 
the  real  thing  done  by  one  of  their  own  number. 

Many  of  the  ambitious  teachers  said,  if  Miss  Hepler  can  get  such 
results  I  can  at  least  try  and  they  went  into  their  schools  and  sur- 
prised themselves  at  the  results  they  obtained. 

One  hundred  and  sixty  teachers  availed  themselves  of  this  oppor- 
tunity'. We  believe  that  from  the  standpoint  of  cooperation  and  gen- 
eral school  room  helpfulness,  this  was  the  most  helpful  educatioiuil 
meeting  that  our  teachers  attended  during  the  year. 

Good  Seeds  Campaign. 

A  good  seeds  campaign  was  conducted  by  the  county  farm  agent 
and  the  county  superintendent.  Eighteen  meetings  were  held  in 
school  houses  wherever  possible.    Tn  each  meeting  the  subjects :  "How 
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to  make  a  germination  test  was  illustrated,"'  "How  to  select  seed 
corn,"  "How  to  treat  oats  for  smntt,"  "How  to  treat  potatoes  for 
scab,"  were  discussed. 

Seventh  and  eighth  grade  pupils  from  schools  near  the  points  of 
meeting  were  urged  to  attend  these  meetings.  Many  farmers  and 
farmers'  wives  attended  these  meetings  and  standing  room  in  many 
instances  was  at  a  premium. 

Boys'  and  Girls'  (.'lubs. 
A  special  effort  was  made  to  organize  boys'  and  girls'  agricultiual 
clubs.     A  number  of  meetings  were  held  throughout  the  county,  in 
which  the  boys  and  girls  were  urged  to  join  one  of  three  clubs,  viz: 
Corn  Growing,  Potato  Growing,  or  Pig  Feeding  club. 

School  Fairs. 

The  results  of  the  school  fairs  each  year  continue  to  emphasize  the 
fact  that  this  line  of  community  activity  is  the  greatest  stimulus  yet 
discovered  to  foster  interest  and  promote  co-operation  in  the  rural 
schools  among  the  rural  people. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  schools  opened  one  month  late 
because  of  the  state-wide  quarantine,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact 
Ihe  crops  of  the  county  were  a  partial  failure,  the  school  fairs  held 
this  year  were  remarkable  in  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  exhibits 
in  the  interest  nuinifested  by  the  patrons  and  schools,  and  in  the 
co-operation  of  all  the  forces  of  the  communit3\ 

Even  though  we  did  not  urge  the  townships  to  carry  out  their 
j)lans  for  a  school  fair  this  year  because  of  the  State-wide  quarantine, 
which  kept  the  school  closed  until  October  2,  six  townships  carried 
out  their  jdans  with  unusual  results.  In  several  cases  the  day  was 
inclement  but  the  results  obtained  were  satisfactory.  The  townships 
t'j  go  through  with  this  program  were  Porter,  Limestone,  Beaver, 
Toby,  Highland  and  Kichland. 

AVe  give  a  short  discussion  to  the  Porter  township  fair  not  because 
we  think  it  the  best  in  every  particular  but  because  it  came  the 
nearest  to  the  school  fair  as  we  Avould  like  to  see  it  in  every  township. 

Porter  Township  School  Fair. 
Perhaps  the  strongest  i>oint  in  favor  of  the  Porter  Township  Fair 
is  the  fact  that  the  school  board  passed  a  resolution  during  the  i)re- 
ceding  term  authorizing  the  teachers  to  arrange  for  a  school  fair  and 
agreed  to  jn-ovide  certain  prizes  for  exhibits.  This  act  gave  the 
teachers  the  backing  of  the  board  and  placed  the  success  or  failure 
of  the  proposition  u])on  the  shoulders  of  the  teachers.  Furthermore, 
the  members  of  the  board  advised  the  teachers  and  aided  them  in 
every  wa}^  i)ossible  and  even  gave  several  days  Avork  in  nmking  the 
final  arrangements. 
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Miss  Madge  Timlin,  the  liigh  scliool  teacher,  haiicUed  the  orgauiza- 
tioii  of  the  teachers  and  partons  in  snch  a  way  as  to  nnite  the  entire 
community  in  the  success  of  the  movement  and  when  this  is  done 
something  unusual  will  happen.  Various  committees  were  made  up 
from  the  patrons  an<l  teacheis;  an  extensive  program  was  arranged 
including  each  school;  both  patrons  and  pupils  were  urged  to  bring 
exhibits;  a  picnic  dinner  was  announced;  through  the  County  Farm 
Bureau  Agent,  John  A.  Bix*nneman,  a  stock  judging  contest  was  ar- 
ranged ;  A.  A.  Eoreland  of  the  Extension  Department  of  State  College, 
was  present  and  aided  in  the  stock  judging  contest  and  by  an  address ; 
{ithletic  games  were  provided  and  many  other  interesting  features 
occurred.  The  time  was  too  short  to  carry  out  the  valuable  and  ex- 
tensive pri^.^ram  that  was  arranged  and  the  1,000  or  more  people  who 
attended  were  jubilant  in  their  praise  of  the  event.  Too  much  credit 
cannot  be  given  Miss  Timlin  for  the  able  manner  in  which  she  han- 
dled the  whole  affair. 


CLEARFIELD  COUNTY -C.  A.  Weisgerber. 


The  educational  activities  of  the  year  just  closed  were  niafked 
with  tendencies  along  lines  of  steady  but  sure  progress.  Better 
grounds  and  buildings,  libraries,  reading  course  for  sixth,  seventh 
and  eighth  grade  pupils.  Community  Daj'  and  a  program  for  rural 
schools  were  some  of  the  activities  in  which  we  were  engaged  dur- 
ing the  year.  While  interested  in  these  we  did  not  lose  sight  of  the 
chief  aim  of  our  work,  namely:  that  of  supervision.  In  all  the  work 
■jf  supervision  we  have  tried  to  lift  the  teacher  who  works  on  a  low 
plane  to  a  higher  plane  of  efficiency.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  all 
teachers,  with  few  exceptions,  are  at  least  high  school  graduates. 
Many  are  su]>plementing  this  training  by  attending  the  summer  ses- 
sions at  normal  schools  and  colleges.  Teachers  in  common  with  other 
woi'kers  are  not  unwilling  to  improve  themselves  with  the  hope  that 
llieii-  etfoi'ts  may  be  recognizee!  in  some  form  or  other. 

Supervision. 
The  total  niim])er  of  visits  nuide  by  the  county  sujierintendent  and 
his  assistants  was  1,4.'57.  Thi'ee  hundied  schools  received  three  visits 
during  the  term,  an<l  IKJ  received  four.  Standard  tests  in  spelling, 
arithmetic,  language,  reading  and  writing  were  given  in  .'{DO  schools, 
and  to  7,140  pupils.    Model  lessons  Avere  taught  in  3oG  schools.     We 
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believe  that  the  model  recitation  is  one  of  the  most  direct  means  of 
improving  the  work  of  the  teacher.  Teachers  were  required  to  fur- 
nish a  copy  of  their  program  to  put  on  file  in  the  county  superin- 
tendent's office.  The  supervisor  frequently  helped  the  teacher  to  re- 
vise her  program.  Special  effort  was  made  to  assist  primary  teachers 
in  phonic  work  and  reading  and  to  follow  the  State  Course  of  Study, 
Toward  the  close  of  the  term  teachers  were  instructed  to  fill  out  all 
school  records,  grade  books,  promotion  records,  and  leave  the  same 
in  good  condition  for  next  term.  Directors  were  instructed  to  com- 
ply with  Section  1G12  of  the  School  Code.  Statistics  were  collected 
on  the  following:  Condition  of  grounds  and  buildings, — Light,  Ven- 
tilation, Improvements,  Discipline  and  Methods  of  Instruction. 

Material  Improvements. 
During  the  year  two  high  school  buildings,  two  two-room  and  two 
one-room  buildings  were  constructed.  Three  buildings  were  remod- 
eled. A  number  of  others  were  papered  and  painted.  Arbor  Day 
was  generally  observed,  trees  planted  and  flags  raised.  A  very  large 
number  of  teachers  did  excellent  work  in  starting  new  libraries  and 
enlarging  existing  ones.  Much  credit  is  due  to  the  initiative  of  the 
teachers.  Some  schools  were  furnished  with  pictures.  The  progress 
made  along  this  line  is  gratifying. 

Consolidation. 

The  Beccaria  township,  Coalport  and  Irvoua  borough  high  schools 
were  consoliated  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  board.  This  is  a  step  in 
the  right  direction.  A  new  building  will  be  erected  as  soon  as  con- 
ditions become  normal.  A  new  high  school  building,  centrally  located 
on  a  six-acre  plot  of  ground,  will  be  erected  in  Cooper  township. 

Examinations. 
The  eighth  grade  examination  was  held  April  28th.     Two  hundred 
fifty-two  pupils  passed  and  were  admitted  to  high  school.    This  does 
not  include  the  pupils  who  were  admitted  to  high  school  by  high 
school  and  supervising  principals. 

Attendance. 
Six  hundred  merit  certificates  were  issued  for  regular  attendance. 
Thirty-five  i-eading  course  certificates  were  issued  to  those  who  read 
the  ten  books  required  on  the  reading  course. 

Special  Activities. 
Community  Day  was  held  November  29th,  1916.     Each  teacher  ob- 
serving this  ctay  planned  to  have  an  agricultural  and  school  exhibit 
conforming  to  a  program  and  suggestions  sent  out  from  the  county 
superintendent's  office.     Out  of  it  grew  the  School  Exhibit  and  Farm 
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Product  Show  held  at  Clearfield  during  institute  week.  This  exhibit 
was  the  combined  effort  of  the  schools,  county  farm  bureau,  subor- 
dinate granges,  agricultural  society  and  all  others  whose  interests 
could  be  enlisted.  It  was  a  success  and  stimulated  interest  among 
the  patrone  for  better  schools.  The  Bankers'  Association  and  the 
business  men  of  Clearfield  and  the  press  supported  us  liberally,  which 
was  a  vital  factor  in  making  the  exhibit  a  success. 

The  interest  in  the  debating  contest  was  maintained  this  year. 
A  team  representing  the  county  was  in  the  district  contest. 

An  essay  contest  was  conducted.  The  pupils  of  the  school  writing 
tlie  best  essay  on  the  subject:  "What  the  School  Can  Do  for  Our 
Community,"  received  a  library  of  twenty  volumes.  The  prize  was 
awarded  to  the  Woodland  Grammar  School. 

Poultry  clubs,  pig  clubs  and  school  gardens  are  activities  carried 
on  by  the  county  superintendent  and  his  assistants  cooperating  with 
the  Farm  Bureau. 

Institute. 

For  more  than  half  a  century  the  teachers'  institute  has  been  the 
chief  source  of  our  educational  inspiration  in  school  improvement. 
The  county  institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  December  18-22. 
All  teachers  were  present,  excepting  those  excused  on  account  of  ill- 
ness. Dr.  William  C.  Miller,  of  the  Department  of  Health,  Harris- 
burg,  Pa. ;  Dr.  A.  B.  Van  Omier,  of  Altoona ;  Dr.  Harlan  E.  Hall,  of 
Cumberland  Ohio,  and  Prof.  George  C.  Williams,  of  Ithaca,  N.  Y., 
were  the  day  instructors.  Ilie  music  was  conducted  by  Prof.  J.  W. 
Yoder,  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.  The  night  entertainers  were:  The  Adam 
Koach  Company,  Hon.  George  H.  Bradford,  Lou  J.  Beauchamp,  and 
the  Smith-Spring-Holmes  Orchestral  Quintet. 

Nine  local  institutes  were  held  throughout  the  county.  They  were 
largely  attended  and  much  benefit  derived  from  them. 

Two  high  school  conferences  were  held  during  the  year. 

The  fourteenth  annual  session  of  the  Clearfield  County  Directors' 
Association  was  held  during  institute  week.  There  was  a  good  at- 
tendance. Problems  relating  to  health  of  pupils,  supplementary  read- 
ing, libraries,  agriculture  and  its  relation  to  the  public  schools  and 
public  school  supervision  were  discussed.  The  directors  pronounced 
it  the  most  helpful  meeting  they  have  had  within  recent  years. 

Future  Needs. 
More  schools  should  be  consolidated.  Emphasis  should  be  placed 
on  the  CO  ordination  of  the  schools  with  the  dominant  interests  of  each 
community.  Music  and  drawing  are  means  of  training  boys  and  girls 
which  have  been  too  long  neglected  in  the  rural  schools.  We  hope, 
with  the  co-operation  of  the  State  Supervisoi-  in  Music  and  Drawing, 
to  place  emphasis  on  these  subjects. 
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The  coiiditioiis  of  war  have  forced  the  problem  of  thrift  and 
e-'-ouomy  to  the  surface  of  society.  We  expect,  in  cooperation  with 
tlie  Farm  Bnrean,  to  start  at  the  opening  of  school,  a  campaign  of 
thrift.  We  thereby  hope  to  establish  in  the  lives  of  the  boys  and 
girls  the  habits  of  thrift  and  economy. 

Appreciating  the  snpport  and  assistance  of  all  the  agencies,  both 
state  and  county,  in  behalf  of  the  public  schools  we  are  encouraged 
in  the  future  to  strive  for  still  better  things. 


CLINTON  COUNTY— Ira  N.  McClockey. 
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Notwithstanding  the  state -wide  quarantine  of  the  schools,  because 
i,'i  infantile  i>aralysis  during  the  month  of  September,  and  the  occa- 
sional closing  during  the  term  because  of  children's  diseases,  the 
school  term  has  been  of  great  success  both  in  attendance  and  the 
j'uiount  of  work  accomi)lished. 

The  teachers  were  enthusiastic  and  interested  in  their  school  work, 
and  did  much  to  s])read  a  healthy  sentiment  in  favor  of  education. 
The  directors  are  deserving  of  special  commendation  for  improve- 
ments made  in  the  several  districts  of  the  county. 

Houses  were  re-painted  and  papered,  new  walks  laid,  trees  planted 
and  toilets  improved.  The  watercloset  nuisance  is  rapidly  being 
abated  by  the  introduction  of  modern  sanitary  closets. 

Nearly  two  thousand  dollars  were  raised  by  special  efforts  of  the 
schools  for  the  purpose  of  buying  libraries,  musical  instruments,  lec- 
tures, etc.  One  teacher  raised  sufficient  money  by  entertainments  to 
paint  the  school  building  inside.  It  w^as  interesting  to  note  the  sup- 
l)ort  given  this  teacher  by  the  parents. 

The  annual  institute,  held  November  13th-17th,  Avas  a  marked  suc- 
cess. Every  teacher  of  the  county  was  present  for  the  entire  Aveek. 
Music  has  become  an  attraction  that  has  spread  the  fame  of  the  in- 
stitute all  over  the  county.  In  our  day  sessions  the  large  auditorium 
of  the  court  house  was  taxed  to  seat  the  people.  The  Galbraith 
Brothers,  of  Brookville,  Pa.,  are  the  musical  directors.  The  day  in- 
structors were:  Dr.  Jonathan  Kigdon,  Dr.  K.  B.  Tietrick,  Prof.  Tlios. 
1.  Mais,  Prof.  James  G.  Pentz,  Dr.  William  C.  Miller  and  Prof.  Chas. 
Lose.  Among  the  evening  entertainers  were  James  A.  Burns,  of  the 
Mountains,  and  Miss  Margaret  Stahl,  of  the  Middle  West. 

Local  institutes  have  become  a  fixed  factor  with  the  teachers  and 
citizens  of  the  various  sections  of  the  county. 
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A  numbr  of  our  larger  towns  have  organized  i)arent-teacher  meet- 
ings, which  liave  done  nnu-h  to  arouse  parents  to  greater  ai>i)reeiation 
ol'  the  public  schools. 

Oni'  high  schools  have  rendered  good  service  in  the  class  of  gen- 
eral instruction  given.    About  !)0  young  folks  were  graduated. 

The  interest  in  inter-county  debate  was  not  as  enthusiastic  as  in 
I  he  year  previ(uis  and  yet  several  s])irited  debates  were  held. 

The  standard  of  scholarshij)  among  our  teachers  is  gradually  ad- 
vancing. W\'  now  have  over  7.")  per  cent,  of  normal  graduates  teacli- 
ing.  The  nund»er  holding  provisional  certificates  is  diminishing  year 
by  year.  Our  teachers  have  been  availing  themselves  of  the  summer 
sessions  in  different  parts  of  the  State. 

Clinton  county  may  well  feel  proml  of  the  large  number  of  young 
peojde  attending  the  colleges  of  the  land. 

Agriculture  is  receiving  its  just  share  of  attention  in  the  schools. 

During  the  year  we  were  keitt  busy  in  visiting  the  schools  of  the 
county  and  enjoyed  the  rich  ex])erience.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  watch 
the  educational  growth  of  our  young  people  and  to  observe  the  many 
lines  of  business  activities  coming  from  the  same  little  country  school 
house. 

In  closing,  I  want  to  thank  the  teachers  for  their  loyalty,  and  the 
press,  pulpit  and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  their 
support  rendered.     Long  live  the  boys  and  girls  of  Clinton  county. 

The  coming  school  year  looks  big  with  pi'omises  of  a  great  work 
to  be  accomi)lished.  The  teachers'  responsibility  is  grooving  more 
and  more  because  of  new  conditions  arising  from  the  world-wide 
struggle  for  home  and  protection.    Let  us  do  our  "bit." 


COLUMBLl  COUNTY— Wni.  W.  Evans. 


Our  school  year  closing  July  1st,  has  been  a  good  one  in  several 
resj»ccts.  Oiir  peoi)le  gave  a  measure  of  su])i)ort  to  the  schools  that 
was  remarkable;  our  teachers  and  directors  nuinifested  a  far  greater 
<lesire  to  nudce  progress  than  ever  before,  and  the  ]nipils  made  the 
best  showing  we  have  ever  had  in  the  examinations  at  the  close  of  the 
teini.  There  is  a  sjdrit  among  Colundda  County  ])eople  generally  that 
is  most  encouraging  to  those  responsible  for  the  education  of  the 
children.    We  are  nmking  headway  and  greater  things  are  about  due. 

The  old  time  district  local  institutes  have  developed  in  this  county 
into  community  i-allies;  under  the  leadei-ship  of  the  teachers  and  di- 
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lectors,  these  were  easily  the  most  enjoyable  and  most  profitable  occa- 
sions of  the  year  in  practically  all  of  the  districts.  The  displays  of 
school  work,  farm  products  and  industrial  work  far  surpassed  all 
former  records;  the  discussions  carried  on  by  the  teachers  and  di- 
rectors were  very  helpful ;  the  pupils'  speaking  contests  were  spirited 
jind  interesting,  while  the  community  lectures  given  in  the  evenings 
by  Dr.  Byron  W.  King,  and  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordiner  were  enjoyed  by  large 
audiences.  At  each  meeting,  emphasis  was  placed  upon  the  necessity 
of  social  and  industrial  co-operation  in  order  to  successfully  cope 
with  modern  tendencies  Jind  meet  changing  conditions. 

There  has  been  great  activity  among  our  community  clubs  in  many 
of  the  schools  during  the  year.  From  reports  of  32  of  these  clubs  we 
glean  the  following:  175  meetings  were  held — each  club  met  an  aver- 
age of  5.5  times ;  total  attendance  13,842 — average  attendance  79 ; 
total  amount  of  money  raised  for  community  improvement,  |852.33 — 
an  average  of  |4.87. 

An  idea  of  the  good  accomplished  by  these  clubs  may  be  fonned 
from  the  following  typical  statements  taken  from  their  reports: 
"Farmers  combined  to  discuss  and  purchase  their  materials  for  spray- 
ing and  fertilizing,  in  bulk."  "We  spent  much  time  during  the  year 
studying  potato  growing,  diseases,  markets,  etc."  '*We  studied  weeds 
and  tried  to  find  the  best  means  of  eradicating  them."  "We  discussofl 
the  best  way  to  secure  seed  free  from  weeds."  "We  gave  prizes  to  the 
boys  collecting  the  greatest  number  of  caterpillar  egg  nests — about 
10,000  of  these  were  collected  from  fruit  trees  on  the  farms  around 
our  school  house."  "We  studied  birds  a  part  of  the  year — had  a 
bird  house  contest — 20  were  made  by  pupils  in  my  school." 

Many  clubs  secured  circulating  libraries;  one  furnished  a  dinner 
to  250  people  on  the  day  of  the  school  rally;  some  secured  splendid 
lights  and  equipped  the  school  house  with  extra  chairs  for  use  in  their 
club  meetings;  several  clubs  assisted  the  schools  in  the  purcliase  of 
organs — one  bought  a  piano  and  fitted  up  a  stage.  Several  held 
community  "sings";  old  fashioned  spelling  bees  were  quite  common. 
The  advisability  of  securing  a  vocational  school  was  much  discussed 
in  three  sections  of  the  county.  Girls'  sewing  clubs  were  started  in 
a  few  schools.  Many  phases  of  public  health,  contagious  diseases — 
typhoid  fever,  tuberculosis — were  discussed.  A  large  number  of  flag 
raisings  were  held.  In  practically  all  the  club  meetings,  emphasis 
was  placed  upon  the  patriotic  duty  of  the  members  in  these  trying 
times.    Nearly  every  club  is  working  for  a  Standard  School. 

These  reports  present  conclusive  evidence  of  an  increased  socia- 
bility, a  more  wholesome  and  neighborly  spirit,  and  a  better  under- 
standing generally.  People  are  learning  to  participate  in  public 
meetings,  and  splended  leaders  have  been  discovered  who  were  before 
unknown. 
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Our  school  fair  this  year  was  pronounced  by  those  who  visited  it, 
the  greatest  thing  of  the  kind  they  had  ever  seen.  Scott  Township 
again  carried  off  the  county  banner  for  having  the  best  exhibit.  The 
Mist  amount  of  extra  work  so  cheerfully  done  by  the  teachers  and 
directors  in  making  it  possible,  gives  ample  evidence  of  the  genuine 
interest  and  unselfish  devotion  they  have  in  their  work.  The  display 
of  school  work  was  excellent,  while  the  agricultural  products  ex- 
liibited  surprised  everybody.  Through  this  means  the  resources  aiul 
possibilities  of  our  county  were  brought  out  in  a  most  convincing 
manner.  Much  of  the  success  of  this  project  is  due  to  the  active  co- 
operation of  our  Farm  Bureau  under  the  efficient  leadership  of  Mr. 
James  K.  Mathers,  who  has  rendered  us  invaluable  assistance. 

Under  his  direction,  we  organized  a  Pint  Corn  Contest  among  the 
pupils  of  the  rural  schools.  One  pint  of  choice  seed  corn  was  sent 
to  each  of  320  boys  who  applied  for  it.  TTie  object  of  the  contest  is 
to  secure  the  largest  possible  yield  and  the  best  10  ears  from  this 
j/lot.  The  indirect  result  will  be  an  improvement  of  seed  on  every 
farm  where  the  experiment  shows  a  better  variety  of  corn  than  that 
which  the  farmer  is  now  raising. 

Special  stress  was  i)laced  on  school  libraries  in  rural  schools  witli 
the  result  that  several  hundred  volumes  had  been  added,  including 
works  of  reference,  more  extensive  than  those  usually  provided  by 
numy  school  boards.  There  is  a  great  need  for  further  effort  ahuig 
this  line.  During  the  year  we  supplied  monthly  bulletins  to  each 
school,  containing  specific  instructions  for  the  teaching  of  spelling, 
civics,  grammar,  primary  reading  and  spelling,  agriculture,  history, 
standard  schools  and  plans  for  community  clubs.  We  furnished  over 
10.000  mimeographed  copies  of  these.  Several  hundred  typical  ])rob- 
lems  in  arithmetic,  selected  from  standard  texts  used  in  the  county, 
were  supplied.  Those  to  be  solved  mentally  were  starred.  As  a  result 
of  this,  we  found  many  instances  in  ^\hich  the  mental  arithmetic 
training,  so  valuable  in  the  old  time  school,  has  been  restored  to  its 
proper  place.  In  the  final  examinations  at  the  close  of  the  term, 
equal  emphasis  was  placed  upon  mental  and  written  arithmetic. 

The  annual  county  speaking  contest  was  a  great  event  and  reflected 
much  credit  upon  the  teachers  having  in  charge  the  preparation  of  the 
jnipils.  The  winners  of  first  prizes  were:  High  school,  Beryl  Henry 
01"  Orangeville;  seventh  and  eighth  grades,  Ethel  Wall  of  Orange- 
ville;  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  grades,  Willard  Glodfelter  of  Mifflin; 
first,  second,  tliird  grades,  Mamie  Welliver  of  Millville.  The  winners 
in  the  county  spelling  contest  were:  Seventh  and  eightli  grades,  Eliza- 
beth Eves  of  Millville;  fifth  and  sixth  grades,  Winifred  Seibert,  of 
Millville;  third  and  fourth  grades,  Erma  Boone,  of  Lime  Eidge. 

Prof.  Humphrey  C.  Deibert  conducted  a  series  of  high  school  con- 
tests in  speaking  throughout  the  county.     The  first  half  of  the  even- 
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ing  was  devoted  to  a  speaking-  contest  by  the  pnpils  in  which  Mr. 
Deibert  did  the  judging  during  tlie  last  half  of  the  evening,  Mr.  Dei- 
bert  gave  a  very  pleasing  entertainment.  Our  high  scliool  i>upils  are 
taking  gi'eat  interest  in  tliis  annual  event  whicli  seems  to  provide  an 
ideal  arrangement  for  a  iirotitable  evening. 

Greenwood  erecte<l  a  two-room  frame  building  at  Centre,  which  is 
ilie  admiration  of  everybody.  JMans  foi-  beautifying  the  grounds  have 
been  furnislied  by  a  landscape  gardener  from  State  College.  Briar- 
creek  built  a  splendid  four  room  brick  school  house  at  North  Ber- 
wick. They  have  one  of  the  finest  school  yards  in  the  county.  The 
basement  of  this  building  is  designed  for  a  community  hall  and  will 
be  equipped  to  accommodate  all  their  })ublic  meetings.  A  line  four- 
room  brick  addition  was  built  at  MiflHinville.  It  also  is  provided  witli 
a  community  hall  which  has  already  been  the  means  of  awakening 
much  public  spirit.  The  directors  of  Sugarloaf  township  deserve 
great  credit  for  abandoning  what  was  probably  the  ])oorest  school 
house  in  the  county  and  erecting  in  its  place  a  building  which  is  the 
most  modern  one-room  building  in  the  county.  This  was  at  Moores. 
The  grounds  have  been  ])lanned  and  will  be  im])roved  undei'  the  direc- 
tion of  a  State  College  landscape  gai'dener.  Additional  windows  have 
been  placed  in  a  nund)ei*  of  our  one-room  buildings,  much  to  the  im- 
j^rovenuMit  of  school  conditions.  Many  of  these  buildings  still  lack 
sutticient  light  to  make  tirsj:-class  school  work  ])ossible.  Upon  the 
w  hole,  our  buildings  are  kept  in  good  repair. 

The  saddest  event  of  the  year  was  the  death  of  I'rof.  O.  H.  Yetter 
who  was  a  true  friend  of  all  the  teachers.  The  last  thing  he  did  for 
them  was  to  start  a  plan  whereby  he  might  help  to  extend  the  bene- 
fits of  music  to  the  teachers  of  the  rural  schools.  Though  he  is  no 
longer  with  us  the  s])lendid  influence  he  exerted  will  always  remain 
a  force  for  good  among  those  Avho  kne^^■  him. 

In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  express  our  sincere  gratitude  to  the 
hundreds  of  unselfish  people  who  did  all  they  could  to  assist  us  in 
carrying  out  our  i)lans.  AVe  doubt  if  there  is  a  county  in  which  the 
press  co-operates  more  efficiently  than  ours.  The  ministers  and  the 
(bounty  Sabbath  School  Association  helped  us  in  many  ways.  We 
are  also  grateful  for  the  encouraging  attitude  and  valuable  assisi- 
ance  rendered  by  the  mendters  of  the  Deiiarlment  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion. 
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CHAWFOKI)  (U)UNTY— r.   I).  Hlair. 


For  the  first  time  our  coiiiil y  institute  was  held  before  tlie  schools 
opened.  The  (KItli  annual  session  convened  in  the  Auditorium  at 
Exposition  Park  on  Conne'aut  Lake  during  the  week  of  August  21-25. 
All  teachers  were  jtresent  excejjt  four  who  were  absent  on  account 
of  illness.  The  Aveather  was  jileasant,  the  sui-roundings  delightful, 
the  instructors  the  best  obtainable  all  of  which  liel]»ed  to  make  this 
institute  one  that  will  long  be  reniend>ered.  The  Directors'  Conven- 
tion was  held  on  \A'ednesday  an<l  Thursday  of  the  same  week. 

The  instructors  for  the  institute  and  the  convention  were:  Dr.  Elmer 
B.  Bryan,  Miss  Margaret  T.  Maguire,  Prof.  -I.  AV.  Voder,  Principal 
Frank  E.  Baker  and  Dr.  Wni.  C.  Miller.  The  evening  nundiers  were 
furnished  by  Dr.  Bryan,  The  Schubert  Quartet,  The  Murdock  Sisters 
and  Miss  Katherine  K.  Griffin,  and  The  Elite  Trio. 

After  attending  such  an  institute  and  convention  teachers,  princi- 
pals, directors  and  others  were  full  of  enthusiasm  and  plans  for  the 
year's  work.  There  was  naturally  some  regret  and  disappointment 
caused  by  the  orders  from  the  State  Health  Department  to  delay  the 
o]>ening  of  the  schools  but  all  gracefully  submitted  to  the  delay 
and  ob(»yed  the  oi-ders  implicitly. 

Other  Meetings. 

On  December  1,  the  annual  meeting  of  the  (Jrawford  County  Farm 
Bureau  was  held  in  the  Court  Room.  In  addition  to  the  business 
that  was  transacted  imi)ortant  addresses  were  made  by  protiiinent 
speakers  from  The  Pennsylvania  State  College.  On  the  following  day 
a  teachers'  institute  and  a  round-ui)  nieeting  for  the  agricultural 
contests  was  held.  Addresses  were  made  by  President  W.  C.  Ketler, 
Dr.  F.  C.  Henke,  Miss  Myrtle  L.  Allen,  C.  W.  Clemmer  imd  Hon. 
W.  L.  Metzenbacher. 

in  January  a  series  of  Farmers'  Institutes  under  the  direction  of 
the  State  Department  of  Agriculture  were  very  largely  attended  and 
were  productive  of  good  results.  In  February  an  Extension  School 
of  the  Pennsylvania  State  College  was  conducted  in  Meadville  and  it 
accomi)lished  an  important  work.  In  this  connection  it  shouhl  not  be 
overlooked  that  the  Farm  Bureau  is  doing  a  great  woik  in  this  connly 
with  Mr.  H.  O.  Henderson  as  the  extension  i-epicscniative. 

The  Vocational  Scho(ds. 
The  Agricultural  School  at  Cambridge  Springs  is  now  in  its  new 
building  and  better  equij)ped  than  ever  befon^  to  do  effective  work. 
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Prof.  H.  D.  Davis  continues  in  charge  of  tlie  agricultural  department 
and  he  will  continue  to  extend  the  influence  of  the  school.  The  Con- 
neautville  Vocational  High  School  had  a  phenomenal  first  year  with 
an  enrollment  of  101  students  spending  one  half  of  their  school  time 
doing  vocational  work. 

Standard  Schools. 
The  plans  for  standardizing  the  schools  and  score  cards  for  grading 
were  presented  to  the  teachers  and  directors.     Six  schools  applied 
for  and  were  granted  classification  as  County  Standard  Schools. 

New  Buildings. 

On  the  coldest  night  of  the  winter,  February  13,  the  Cochrantou 
school  building  was  totally  consumed  by  fire.  A  fine  modern  seven 
room  building  of  the  one  story  type  is  being  erected  and  will  be 
ready  for  use  soon.  A  new  one  room  building  was  opened  for  use 
in  Greenwood  district.  The  high  school  building  in  South  Shenango 
was  remodeled  and  enlarged.  The  course  of  study  was  extended  to 
cover  four  years  work,  another  teacher  was  employed  and  the  school 
made  to  meet  the  requirements  for  a  second  grade  high  school.  An 
additional  teacher  was  employed  also  for  the  Bloomfield  high  school 
and  the  course  of  study  extended  to  four  years. 

A  few  of  our  teachers  notably  Misses  Sayre  and  Bertram  of  Kich- 
mond  put  into  operation  the  plan  of  preparing  and  serving  a  warm 
dish  with  the  noon  lunch  which  worked  very  well  and  the  Institute 
in  its  resolutions  recommended  that  others  try  the  plan. 

In  spite  of  the  hard  winter  and  the  late  closing  of  the  term  an 
unusually  large  number  of  certificates  of  awa,rd  for  perfect  attend- 
ance were  granted. 

A  large  number  of  our  high  school  boys  left  school  before  the  close 
of  the  term  as  permitted  by  the  civil  and  educational  aiithorities  to  do 
their  part  patriotically  along  industrial  and  agricultural  lines.  A 
number  of  the  older  boys  and  many  of  the  recent  graduates  were 
among  the  first  to  volunteer  for  service  in  the  army,  navy  and  hos- 
pital corps. 

Among  our  teachers  there  were  25  college  graduates  who  hold 
State  certificates,  103  State  Normal  graduates,  116  who  hold  County 
or  State  permanent  or  professional  certificates,  while  145  held  only 
provisional  certificates  but  many  of  these  have  spent  from  one  to 
six  terms  in  normal  school  or  college  since  graduating  from  high 
school. 

In  the  various  teachers'  examinations  held  there  were  251  appli- 
cants for  certificates.  145  provisional  and  27  professional  certificates 
were  granted. 

In  the  final  eighth  grade  examinations  on  April  28  and  May  2G, 
585  pupils  took  the  examinations  and  428  were  granted  8th  grade 
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certificates.     The  per  cent,  of  failures  is  considerably  smaller  than 
heretofore  but  still  much  too  large. 

The  year  has  been  a  busy  one  for  the  Superintendent  and  Assistant 
Superintendent  Adamson.  In  addition  to  the  great  volume  of  other 
Avork  done  the  Superintendent  made  400  official  visits  to  the  schools 
and  the  Assistant  374  or  a  total  of  774.  We  have  kept  in  closer 
touch  v^ith  the  schools  than  ever  before  and  the  reports  furnished 
this  office  both  at  the  mid-term  and  at  the  close  of  the  term  were 
more  uniformly  satisfactory  than  heretofore.  With  the  continued  co- 
operation on  the  part  of  teachers,  principals,  directors,  patrons,  the 
press  and  others,  and  with  the  kindly  assistance  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment and  the  State  Board  of  Education  we  hope  for  more  rapid  im- 
provement in  all  lines  of  the  public  school  work. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY— J.  Kelso  Green. 


Our  work  during  the  year  has  been  along  the  usual  lines  of  pro- 
fessional activity.  Proper  oi'ganization  of  the  schools,  efficient  teach- 
ing, co-operation  of  all  forces  and  standardizing  the  work  and  the 
conditions  have  been  continued  through  different  methods  and 
agencies. 

The  late  opening  of  the  schools  due  to  the  quarantine  by  the  State 
Health  Department  interfered  greatly  with  the  work  of  the  schools, 
particularly  in  the  rural  districts.  While  all  districts  had  the 
required  length  of  term,  yet  many  pupils  received  only  about  six 
months'  schooling  through  the  necessity  of  with-drawing  from  the 
schools  because  of  removals  which  occur  during  the  latter  part  of 
March  or  the  pressure  of  farm  work. 

A  constant  effort  has  always  been  made  to  make  all  schools  stand- 
ard or  as  nearly  so  as  possible,  although  none  was  officially  designated 
through  any  local  or  County  plan.  During  the  last  year  a  special 
effort  was  made  to  standardize  schools  according  to  the  requirements 
of  the  State  Board  of  Education.  Most  of  the  schools  had  many  of 
tJie  physical  requirements  and  where  the  teacher  was  professionally 
qualified,  the  district  boards  were  urged  to  provide  what  was  lacking, 
llie  following  schools  were  officially  standardized:  Shady  Grove, 
Dickinson  Twp,,  A.  A.  Evans,  teacher;  Mt.  Allen,  Upper  Allen  Twp., 
G.  A.  Berkheiraer,  teacher;  Palmstown,  West  Pennsboro  Twp.,  Mary 
Thompson,  teacher;  Forest,  Dickinson  Twp.,  Clyde  Sheaffer,  teacher 
Recognition  day  was  made  an  educational  event  in  each  community 
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luid  suitable  exei-cises,  consisting  of  recitations,  etc.,  by  the  pupils 
and  addresses  by  the  County  Supervisors  and  others  interested  in 
the  work  of  the  public  schools.  Many  other  schools  were  endeavoring 
to  obtain  the  necessary  etpiipnieut  but  on  account  of  delay  in  re- 
ceiving tlie  material  it  became  too  late  in  the  term  to  have  them 
recognized;  these  with  many  others  are  listed  for  the  next  term  of 
school. 

Teachers  were  urged  to  form  local  organizations  for  professional 
growth  and  study.  Many  districts  organized  accordingly,  met 
monthly  or  oftener,  and  took  up  the  books  on  the  professional  reading 
course  adopted  at  our  County  Teachers'  Institute  as  the  basis  of  their 
study  and  interchange  of  views.  Such  study  develops  a  professional 
spirit,  a  more  fraternal  feeling,  and  results  in  better  teaching  and 
better  schools.  One  of  the  most  difficult  problems  of  the  supervisor 
is  to  create  and  maintain  that  earnestness,  sincerity  and  enthusiasm 
that  should  characterize  the  work  of  the  teacher.  Frequent  confer- 
ences of  teachers  in  an  informal  Avay  contribute  much  toward  a  feel- 
ing of  their  responsibility  and  a  desire  to  measure  up  to  it.  Pro- 
fessional skill,  professional  zeal  and  professional  responsibility  nudce 
the  efficient  teacher. 

In  additional  to  the  local  organization  meetings,  the  County  is 
divided  into  four  local  institute  districts,  then  subdivided  into  six- 
teen sub-local  districts  in  which  one  or  more  meetings  are  held  an- 
nually; about  thirty  meetings  are  held  in  this  manner  and  all  were 
very  successful  during  the  year. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  ludd  tlie  first  week  in  Decembe.-. 
The  instructors,  lectures,  and  entertainments  Avere  of  hiuli    <"•''' 
The  Institute  continues  to  serve  well  tl»e  ])ur])ose  for  wliich  it  was 
organized  through  the  instruction,  inspiration  and  enlarged  vision 
that  it  gives. 

The  County  Directors'  Convention  was  held  in  Newville  with  a 
good  attendance  of  directors.  Supt.  W.  W.  Evans  of  Columbia  County 
gave  enthusiastic  and  lielpful  instruction.  Questions  of  consolida- 
tion, good  roads,  enforcement  of  school  laws,  community  centers,  etc., 
were  intelligently  discussed. 

Educational  meetings  in  one-room  schools,  spelling  bees,  corn,  fruit 
and  vegetable  shows,  literary  societies,  etc.,  were  held  with  much 
])rofit  and  interest  to  the  ]»atrons  of  the  various  districts. 

The  directors  of  East  Pennsl)oro  Tw]».  erected  a  tine  school  l)uild- 
ing  at  Enola  to  take  the  ]»lace  of  the  one  burned  at  tlie  close  of  the 
last  term  of  school.  Tt  has  eight  rooms  with  an  auditorium  and  a 
finished  basement,  both  of  which  can  be  utilized  for  school  rooms 
and  gymnasium  when  needed.  Tt  is  nuidern  in  plan  and  a])point- 
ments  and  cost  forty-five  thousand  dollars.  The  same  School  Board 
builj  a  two-rooiu  addilion  to  the  Washington  lleiglits  building  to 
]>rovide  for  the  increased  enrollment. 
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The  New  Ciinibei-laiul  School  Board  built  an  extension  to  their  High 
School  Building  providing  an  assembly  room,  class  rooms,  laboratory, 
and  a  grammar  school  room:  this  gives  them  a  line  building  with 
modern  conveniences. 

The  school  boards  have  been  peiiforming  tlieir  duties  in  a  credit- 
able manner.  Kepairs  to  buildings  inside  and  outs'ide  have  been 
made;  books,  supplies  and  e(piipment  have  been  readil}-  furnished; 
salaries  of  teachers  have  been  increased  and  in  every  w^ay  they  give 
evidence  of  trying  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  schools. 

Most  of  the  teachers  have  been  earnest  in  their  work,  responding 
to  the  suggestions  given  and  co-operating  in  all  plans  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  schools;  in  brief  all  factors  have  shown  a  spirit 
of  co-operation  which  is  encouraging  to  the  supervisors  and  brightens 
the  outlook  for  the  future  advancement  of  the  educational  work  of  the 
County. 

Tlie  school  interests  of  the  County  have  been  encouraged  and  pro- 
moted during  the  year  with  the  help  of  the  public  press,  the  Ministry, 
and  the  ditferent  divisions  of  the  State  Educational  Department,  for 
which  we  are  very  grateful. 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY— Frank  10.   Shand)augh. 


In  submitting  this  report  for  the  year  1!)1(M7  I  wish  to  say  that 
while  we  can  not  rei)ort  many  new  features  we  believe  that  we  have 
made  a  very  definite  advance  along  several  lines  in  sjiite  of  the  fact 
that  we  were  seriously  handicapped  by  epidemics  which  afflicted 
various  communities  under  our  supervision.  We  are  fortunate  in 
having  a  very  efficient  corps  of  su])ervising  principals  in  the  boroughs 
and  a  nund)er  of  town.ships,  so  that  we  were  able  to  center  our  efforts 
(Ml  the  rural  schools  as  in  previous  years. 

The  chief  problem  of  every  county  sujierintcndent  is  to  secure  ])ro- 
perly  trained  teachers,  especially  in  the  rural  schools.  In  the  latter 
case  it  is  largely  a  matter  of  higher  salaries  and  better  living  condi- 
tions. We  nmde  a  strong  effort  to  secure  teachers  for  the  rural 
schools,  who  had  the  advantage  of  a  high  school  course  plus  a  normal 
school  training.  We  were  quite  successful  in  securing  teachers  of  the 
type  desired,  only  to  have  our  efforts  defeated  by  the  inability  of  the 
teachers  to  secure  boarding  places  in  the  community  in  which  they 
were  to  lea<h.  Tn  many  cases  they  were  obliged  to  resign  and  we 
were  c(udronted  bv  the  necessiiv  of  certificating  teachers  who  lacked 
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any  professional  training.  In  a  few  cases  the  chief  qnalification  of 
the  latter  class  of  teachers  lay  in  the  fact  that  they  could  board 
at  home.  Some  of  the  teachers  were  able  to  secure  boarding  at  some 
near-by  town  or  village,  thus  being  thrown  out  of  touch  with  the 
immediate  community  in  which  they  were  employed.  Until  we  have 
the  consolidated  rural  schools  with  the  teacherage  in  which  the 
teachers  may  find  a  home  we  will  have  to  face  the  same  undesirable 
conditions  from  year  to  year.  The  problem  here,  of  course,  is  a  matter 
of  financial  inducements  by  the  State  to  bring  about  such  consolida- 
tion. 

During  the  past  year  we  made  a  study  of  the  tenure  of  teachers 
in  our  rural  schools  and  the  results  were  startling.  Of  the  128  rural 
schools  under  our  supervision  the  past  year,  87  did  not  have  the  samv^ 
teachers  they  had  the  previous  year.  Approximately  about  90  of  the 
rural  schools  will  not  have  the  same  teacher  the  coming  year  they  had 
last  year.  About  14  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  were  teaching  their 
first  term  and  30  per  cent,  had  less  than  three  years'  experience.  46 
teachers  who  were  employed  in  rural  schools  the  past  year  have  quit 
teaching  to  enter  other  lines  of  service.  Of  these  46  teachers,  42  had 
provisional  or  professional  certificates.  This  would  seem  to  indicate 
that  the  provisional  certificate  without  any  definite  requirements  as 
to  professional  training  is  simply  a  stepping  stone  to  more  lucrative 
positions,  and  is  in  fact  a  temporary  resting  place  for  the  immature, 
inexperienced  young  men  and  women  until  they  can  secure  positions 
which  are  financially  more  attractive.  Of  the  four  normal  graduates 
Avho  left  the  profession  two  did  so  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of 
a  matrimonial  career.  Obviously  higher  standards  so  far  as  educa- 
tion and  professional  training  are  concerned  tend  to  produce  a  longer 
tenure  as  well  as  to  hold  the  teachers  in  the  profession. 

On  account  of  the  term  ending  so  late  in  the  year  the  number  of 
teachers  who  attended  summer  school  was  smaller  this  year  than 
usual.  However,  quite  a  number  of  the  principals  and  high  school 
teachers  took  up  special  work  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania." 
Columbia  University,  and  Pennsylvania  State  College.  Special  in- 
ducements in  the  way  of  definite  salary  increases  should  be  offered 
to  those  teachers  who  are  willing  to  make  the  sacrifice  of  time  and 
money  necessary  to  attend  summer  schools. 

Other  means  of  improving  teachers  in  service  was  through  the 
medium  of  teachers'  meetings.  In  districts  having  supervising  prin- 
cipals such  meetings  were  regularly  organized  for  the  study  of  definite 
problems  under  the  direction  of  the  principals.  In  the  rural  districts 
in  the  lack  of  such  leadership  the  responsibilities  necessarily  devolved 
upon  the  superintendent  and  assistant.  Educational  meetings  were 
held  in  most  of  the  rural  districts  and  w^ere  largely  attended  by 
teachers  and  patrons.     So  great  was  the  interest  in  some  cases  that 
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the  capacity  of  the  building  was  wholly  inadequate  to  hold  the  larg3 
crowds  of  patrons  who  came. 

On  account  of  the  large  number  of  local  educational  meetings 
which  were  held  it  was  decided  to  dispense  with  the  usual  type  of 
local  institutes  and  substitute  instead  two  larger  groups  of  teachers, 
one  in  the  upper  end  of  the  county  and  the  other  in  the  lower  end. 
At  the  Millersburg  meeting  Miss  Harris  of  Shippensburg  Normal, 
Mr.  Albert  of  Bloomsburg  Normal  and  Dr.  Harbold  of  Millersville 
Normal  School  were  the  speakers.  At  the  meeting  in  Steelton  Miss 
Johnson  of  Millersville  Normal,  Dr.  Lose  of  Lock  Haven  Normal  and 
Supt.  Rapp  of  Berks  County  participated  in  the  program.  The  at- 
tendance at  these  meetings  was  very  good  and  it  was  the  almost 
unanimous  desire  of  the  teachers  that  this  type  of  institute  should 
be  continued. 

The  county  institute  held  during  the  week  of  November  13th  was 
one  of  the  most  interesting  and  profitable  institutes  ever  held  in  the 
county.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  Reuben  Post  Halleck  of  Louis- 
ville, Dr.  Ernest  Burnham  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  Dr.  S.  A.  Courtis 
of  Detroit,  Mr.  W.  M.  Harclerode  of  Steelton,  and  Mrs.  H.  C.  Fetter- 
olf  of  Harrisburg.  The  plan  of  holding  section  meetings  in  the  fore- 
noon and  general  sessions  in  the  afternoon  met  with  the  general  ap- 
proval of  the  teachers. 

Many  of  the  teachers  attended  the  sessions  of  the  State  Educa- 
tional Association.  A  number  of  the  districts  paid  the  expenses  of 
the  teachers  while  in  attendance.  We  hope  that  other  districts  will 
be  encouraged  to  follow  the  same  plan.  It  certainly  does  not  seem 
fair  to  expect  teachers  to  pay  their  own  expenses  when  many  of  the 
more  highly  paid  city  superintendents  have  their  expenses  paid  by  the 
district. 

There  seems  to  be  some  misapprehension  on  the  part  of  some  people 
as  to  the  duties  of  the  county  superintendent.  The  idea  still  prevails 
in  some  quarters  that  the  chief  function  of  the  superintendent  is  to 
visit  each  school,  make  a  perfunctory  address  to  the  pupils  upon  some 
commonplace  subject  and  then  depart.  If  that  is  the  function  of 
the  superintendent,  then  we  must  confess  to  having  been  remiss  in 
our  duty.  We  have  tried  to  be  helpful  to  the  teacher  in  the  matter 
of  improving  the  quality  of  work  through  criticism  and  in  many 
cases  by  conducting  classes,  followed  by  conferences  with  the  teachers. 
Many  of  the  teachers  are  weak  in  the  matter  of  organization  and  it 
has  been  found  necessary  to  make  a  number  of  visits,  especially  to 
young,  inexperienced  teachers  who  had  no  professional  training  pre- 
vious to  entering  the  work  of  teaching.  During  the  year  a  total  of 
521  visits  were  made  by  the  superintendent.  We  have  been  amply 
compensated  for  our  labors  by  the  many  kind  expressions  of  appre- 
ciation by  the  teachers,  and  by  the  fine  spirit  of  co-operation  which 
they  have  displayed. 
5 
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In  six  of  the  larger  districts  the  use  of  standardized  tests  was  begun 
with  higlily  satisfactory  results.  In  these  districts  the  problem  of 
retardation  and  elimination  of  pupil  was  also  studied  by  the  prin- 
cipals and  teachers. 

It  was  very  gratifying  to  note  the  material  improvements  made  to 
grounds  and  buildings  during  the  past  year.  Notable  among  these 
were  East  Hanover  Twp.,  Wiconisco  Twp.,  Lykens,  and  Williamstown. 
All  the  buildings  in  East  Hanover  Twp.  were  painted  and  the  inte- 
rioi's  handsomely  decorated.  Wiconisco  installed  a  heating  a  vent- 
ilating plant  in  one  of  its  buildings  and  converted  an  abandoned  two- 
room  building  into  a  gymnasium  and  community  hall.  Lykens  com- 
pleted the  remodeling  of  its  building,  so  that  it  now  is  thoroughly 
ui)-to-date  in  every  respect.  Williamstown  put  a  new  heating  and 
ventilating  plant  in  the  high  school  building  and  remodeled  a  part 
of  the  building  so  as  to  adapt  it  for  teaching  domestic  science  and 
household  arts.  A  kitchen,  dining-room,  living-room,  bed-room  and 
bath-room,  fully  furnished,  have  been  provided.  Elizabethville  is 
considering  plans  for  remodeling  its  buildings,  and  providing  in-door 
toilets. 

Three  schools  in  Lower  Swatara  Twp.  have  qualified  as  county 
standard  schools.  With  a  few  minor  changes  a  number  of  other 
schools  can  qualify. 

The  mid-winter  session  of  the  County  Directors'  Association  was 
held  at  Steelton  on  Februaiy  IGth  and  17th.  The  speakers  were 
Supt.  Lee  Driver  of  Randolph  County,  Indiana;  Dr.  Samuel  Mitchell 
of  Delaware  College,  and  Dr.  Ezra  Lehnmn  of  Shii)pensburg  Normal 
School. 

During  the  i)ast  year  letters  were  sent  each  month  to  the  directors 
and  teachers.  We  have  planned  to  include  the  patrons  in  our  mailing 
list,  esj)ecially  those  living  in  the  rural  districts.  In  order  to  facili- 
tate this  work  the  county  commissioners  very  kindly  provided  our 
office  with  a  mimeogra])h  and  addressogra})li. 

Assistant  Sui)erintendent  Zimmerman  worked  out  plans  for  in- 
dustrial work  in  the  rural  schools.  Blue  prints  were  made  by  him 
and  bound  in  booklet  form  for  the  use  of  teachers.  At  least  twenty- 
five  schools  were  doing  some  form  of  industrial  work,  some  of  them 
producing  most  remarkable  results  along  the  line  of  wood-working. 
We  are  planning  to  extend  this  work  so  as  to  include  everj^  form 
of  industrial  art  which  relates  to  rural  life. 

The  schools  have  projected  themselves  into  the  community  life  to 
a  far  greater  extent  than  ever  before.  Rural  Life  Day  was  fittingly 
celebrated  in  many  schools.  Later  on  the  problem  of  better  roads  was 
discussed  on  a  day  set  aside  as  Good  Roads  Day.  We  were  fortunate 
in  having  a  number  of  men  who  are  connected  with  the  State  High- 
way Department  as  speakers  on  that  occasion.  The  National  Week 
of  Song  was  observed  in  several  districts.    It  is  through  the  medium 


No.  11.  DELAWARE  COUNTY.  65 

of  meetings  of  such  a  character  that  the  people  have  come  to  regard 
the  school  as  the  center  of  the  community  activities,  and  the  hope 
of  newer  and  better  ideals  of  life  and  of  living. 

As  a  part  of  our  plans  for  the  coming  year  we  are  preparing  a 
scheme  of  improving  teachers  in  service.  For  the  rural  teachers  we 
have  })lanned  an  extension  course  in  rural  sociology  and  economics. 
This  work  will  be  followed  by  community  surveys  to  be  made  by  the 
teachers.  The  primary  object  of  these  surveys  will  be  to  have  the 
teachers  become  familiar  witJi  the  communit}'  ])roblems  and  to  as- 
sume that  intelligent  leadership  in  the  community  life  Avhich  is  the 
birth-right  of  those  who  aspire  to  direct  the  destiny  of  childhood 
in  the  o])en  country.  We  also  ho])e  to  be  able  to  procure  a  motion 
picture  machine  for  use  in  the  community  meetings. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  courtesies  which  have 
been  extended  to  us  by  the  mendjers  of  the  State  Department.  Es- 
pecially do  we  a])i)reciate  the  tine  fellowship  and  co-operation  of  the 
high  school  inspector  for  this  district,  Mr.  C.  D.  Koch,  who  has  been 
rendering  the  state  such  s])len(lid  service  in  the  matter  of  raising 
the  standard  of  the  high  schools.  The  resources  of  the  public  press 
have  been  most  generously  placed  at  our  disposal  and  to  the  editors 
of  the  daily  and  weekly  papers  of  the  county  our  most  grateful 
thanks  are  <lue  for  the  hearty  support  they  have  given  the  various 
projects  which  tended  to  higher  standards  in  education. 


DELAWAKPJ  COUNTY— A.  G.  C.  Smith. 


The  schools  for  the  year  closing  June,  1917,  enjoyed  quite  satis- 
factory results.  Since  our  average  school  term  is  nine  and  one-half 
months  there  was  no  need  to  make  up  any  of  the  lost  time  made  nec- 
essary by  tiie  State's  quarantine  order,  to  comply  with  the  law  rela- 
tive to  a  minimum  scool  term,  yet  most  of  the  districts  by  amicable 
arrangements  on  the  part  of  directors  and  teachers,  made  up  the  time 
lost  by  delay  in  opening,  for  the  sake  of  the  children  who  would  have 
been  the  chief  losers. 

Before  the  close  of  the  term  we  were  requested  by  proper  authori- 
ties to  learn  the  nundier  of  boys  in  our  high  schools  who  were  willing 
to  be  employed  on  farms  if  their  standing  in  school  would  warrant 
their  being  released  from  school  duties.  Quite  a  number  of  our  boys 
were  excused  and  eagerly  took  up  the  outdoor  life.  Most  of  our  boys, 
liowever,  had  already  arranged  for  ])ositions  of  usefulness  for  the 
summer  and  1  am  informed  that  all  of  our  high  school  boys  are  at 
work. 

5—11—1917 
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On  May  5tli  the  school  board  of  Aston  township  laid  the  corner 
stone  of  a  six-room  building  to  take  the  place  of  the  old  one  which 
for  the  last  three  or  four  years  lacked  the  proper  accommodations. 
There  was  a  large  attendance  of  the  citizens  who  took  great  interest 
in  the  occasion. 

The  school  directors  of  Marcus  Hook  erected  a  beautiful  twelve- 
room  building  and  it  will  be  occupied  for  the  first  time  when  the 
schools  open  in  September  next.  It  is  built  of  brick  with  brownstone 
and  terra  cotta  trimmings.  It  contains  a  room  for  the  directors,  one 
for  the  principal  and  another  for  the  teachers.  It  is  equipped  with 
modern  heating  and  ventilating  systems  and  supplied  with  new  fur- 
niture throughout.  On  May  19th  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  accompanied  by 
tlie  ladies  auxiliaiy  of  the  order  which  made  an  impressive  showing 
in  the  parade  which  preceded,  presented  a  flag  and  bibles  to  the  new 
school.  The  State  officers  were  present  and  many  appropriate  ad- 
dresses were  made. 

Haverford  township  is  building  a  large  addition  to  its  high  school 
building  at  Oakmont  and  the  directors  of  Ridley  Park  are  erecting 
a  commodious  building  to  take  the  place  of  the  old  one  which  has 
had  additions  built  to  it  two  or  three  times. 

Mr.  L.  H.  Dennis,  of  the  Bureau  of  Vocational  Education,  Agricul- 
tural Division,  paid  a  visit  to  the  county  on  January  30th,  and  with 
tlie  help  of  his  assistants,  made  a  surve}''  of  the  schools  of  Birming- 
ham township  and  those  of  the  western  part  of  Concord  township. 
In  the  evening  a  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  Brandywine  Baptist 
cliurch  in  the  interest  of  consolidation  of  schools  and  the  establish- 
ment of  a  vocational  high  school.  The  meeting  w^as  largely  attended 
and  much  interest  manifested.  Mr.  Dennis  gave  an  illustrated  lecture 
which  proved  very  instructive  and  helpful  to  those  in  attendance. 
Plans  are  now  under  way  for  the  consolidation  of  the  schools  in  the 
vicinity  of  Chadds  Ford,  taking  in  part  of  Chester  and  Delaware 
counties.  It  is  hoped  that  a  satisfactory  vocational  high  school  will 
follow. 

Plans  are  about  completed  for  the  establishing  of  a  vocational  high 
school  in  connection  with  the  Marple-Newton  joint  high  school.  Mr. 
H.  C.  Fetterolf,  Supervisor  of  Agricultural  Education,  has  met  with 
the  joint  school  board  and  given  valuable  assistance. 

The  schools  of  Lower  and  Upper  Chichester  are  overcrowded  and 
the  school  boards  are  planning  for  relief  for  next  term. 

The  school  board  of  Clifton  Heights  arranged  with  the  Lansdowne 
school  board  to  have  their  ninth  grade  pupils  go  to  Lansdowne  each 
v/eek  for  instruction  in  manual  training,  drawing  and  domestic 
science.  This  is  a  decided  help  to  the  Clifton  Heights  pupils  because 
they  go  to  the  Lansdowne  high  school  after  they  complete  the  ninth 
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grade  work  in  Clifton  Heights.  These  schools  are  also  overcrowded 
and  the  school  board  was  obliged  to  rent  a  room  in  the  lire  house  to 
provide  for  the  increase. 

The  school  board  of  Haverford  township  added  physical  culture, 
manual  training  and  domestic  arts  to  their  course  of  study  and  the 
directors  of  Media  added  manual  training  and  domestic  arts  to  their 
course  of  study,  and  each  district  employed  suitable  teachers  to 
organize  the  work. 

Some  of  the  colored  people  of  Morton  brought  suit  against  the 
school  board  to  compel  the  board  to  admit  the  colored  children  to 
the  new  school  building.  This  was  the  result  of  the  separation  that 
was  made  the  year  before.  The  directors  made  so  clear  the  fairness 
of  the  method  of  separation  that  the  jury  awarded  a  verdict  in  their 
favor.  A  new  trial  was  asked  for  and  granted  and  further  litigation 
may  follow. 

The  Springfield  school  board  has  purchased  a  desirable  site  on 
which  they  will  erect  a  suitable  building  to  take  the  place  of  the  old 
central  school. 

Three  continuation  schools  were  in  operation  during  the  year;  one 
each  in  Eddystone,  Marcus  Hook  and  Upland.  The  industries  in 
these  districts  are  generally  in  hearty  accord  with  the  work  being 
attempted  and  lend  their  aid  willingly  to  the  working  out  of  the 
jtrogram. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  January  9th,  the  directors,  teachers,  patrons, 
pupils  and  other  friends  of  Miss  Etta  Fries  whose  deatli  was  noted 
in  last  year's  report  assembled  in  the  scliool  building  in  Aldan  and 
listened  to  appropriate  exercises  in  connection  with  the  unveiling  of 
a  neat  bronze  tablet  to  her  memory,  placed  in  a  conspicuous  place 
upon  the  walls  of  the  building  in  which  she  had  so  long  presided  as 
principal.    A  fitting  tribute  to  a  devoted  teacher  and  friend. 

I  take  this  occasion,  in  an  official  way,  to  express  my  appreciation 
of  the  efficient  services  rendered  to  public  education  by  our  several 
high  school  principals.  Hundreds  of  boys  and  girls  come  under  their 
care  each  year  and  aside  from  efficient  instruction  given  by  the  high 
school  teachers,  the  influence  these  principals  and  their  teachers 
exert  over  these  young  people  is  of  an  elevating  character  tending  to 
make  them  strong  morally,  religiously  and  physically  as  well  as  in- 
tellectually. TiK\v  are  deseiving  of  the  appreciation  and  confidence 
of  their  patrons.  TTieir  influence  is  not  limited  to  the  several  dis- 
tricts in  which  they  are  employed  but  they  are  frequently  called  upon 
to  address  educational  meetings  both  in  and  out  of  the  county. 

Tlie  usual  educational  meetings  were  held  throughout  the  year  and 
the  interest  in  their  programs  was  even  more  manifest  tlian  in  the 
I>ast.  The  directors'  annual  convention  enjoyed  a  i)rogram  made  up 
largely  of  papers  and  discussions  by  directors  and  high  school  prin- 
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cii»;ils.     All  expressed  themselves  as  having  had  a  very  heljiful  day. 

The  county  superintendent  and  his  assistant  were  able  to  visit  all 
of  the  schools  in  the  county  twice,  as  usual,  by  shortening  their  visits 
somewhat,  and  a  number  of  the  schools  were  visited  three  times  by 
each. 

We  appreciate  the  interest  the  directors,  teachers,  and  ])atrons  take 
in  the  education  of  the  children  and  are  willing  to  lend  our  best 
efforts  to  advance  their  interests  in  every  way  possible. 


ELK  COUNTY— J.  W.  Sweeney. 


Another  school  year  has  jtassed  into  history  and  although  Ihe  time 
of  opening  was  interrujjted,  the  year  was  one  of  the  most  successful 
in  our  superintendency  for  all  educational  factors  cooperated  with 
a  unity  of  purpose. 

Teachers. 
The  teaching  corps  for  the  year  was  above  the  ordinary  in  i)repa- 
rati(m,  enthusiasm  and  devotion.  During  the  past  few  years  man.y 
of  the  graduates  of  our  townshijj  and  borough  high  schools  have  en- 
tered the  State  normal  schools  and  the  colleges  and  have  returned  to 
our  schools  as  graduates  to  do  more  efficient  work.  This  number  has 
yearly  increased  until  we  now  have  almost  one-half  our  teachers  hold- 
ing nornml  or  college  dii)l(»mas.  Most  of  our  undergraduate  teachers 
spend  the  summer  months  in  the  excellent  normal  school  nmintained 
in  the  county  or  in  some  of  the  summer  terms  in  the  State  normal 
schools,  or  colleges  or  universities  advancing  tlieir  efiflciency  and  rais- 
ing their  standards  of  certitication  until  but  the  snuill  number  of 
thirty-two  hold  the  lowest  grade  certificate  and  of  course  as  the  prep- 
aration of  the  teaching  body  is  increased  the  proficiency  of  the  school 
work  advances.  This  class  of  teachers  are  among  our  very  best  and 
they  deserve  all  honor  for  their  high  ideals  and  continued  growth. 

School  Directors. 
The  school  officers  of  the  county  are  selected  from  among  the  most 
progressive  class  of  our  citizens  and  naturally  the  efforts  of  the 
growing  body  of  teachers  have  been  recognized  and  encouraged  by  a 
more  generous  salary  and  a  tenure  of  office.  The  directors  have  taken 
a  deep  interest  in  all  matters  of  school  betterment  and  to  the  end 
that  they  may  know  the  best  they  have  been  regular  in  attendance  at 
all  educational  meetings  and  especially  at  that  of  the  Directors' 
Annual  Convention.     The  improvement  in  the  school  conditions  is 
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proof  that  tliev  have  profited  by  what  they  have  seen  and  heard  in 
these  meetings.  Much  improvement  has  been  made  in  seliool  buildings 
and  in  the  general  equipment  of  the  schools.  A  modern  twelve-room 
brick  building  with  a  complete  blower  system  of  heating  and  ventilat- 
ing and  a  water  circulating  system  has  been  erected  at  Wilcox  to 
provide  proper  accommodation  for  the  township  high  school  as  well  as 
for  the  grades  in  this  populous  center  in  Jones  township.  Many  old 
buildings  have  been  improve<l  by  providing  more  and  better  lighting 
and  many  township  buildings  have  been  etpiipped  with  sanitary  chem- 
ical closets  while  great  imi)rovement  has  been  nuide  in  su]»]dying  ])ure 
water  in  i)roper  drinking  fountains. 

Educational  Meetings. 

Before  the  oi)ening  of  the  schools  in  Sei)tend)er  we  made  quick 
arrangements  and  held  one  of  the  best  County  Teachers'  Institutes 
in  our  history  with  State  Superintendent  X.  C.  Schaetfer,  Dr.  C.  (\ 
Ellis,  Sujierintendent  L.  E.  McUinnis,  Prof.  (\  M.  Sullivan  and  Prof. 
J.  W.  Voder  as  instructors.  All  l>ut  three  of  the  teaching  force  were 
in  attendance  and  these  vacancies  were  occasioned  by  ])()sitions  not 
being  filled  at  the  time.  The  Annual  County  Directors'  meeting  was 
held  in  January  and  was  well  attended  and  full  of  interest.  The  in- 
structors were  Su])erintendent  R.  O.  Welfling  of  Potter  county  and 
Superintendent  Lee  L.  Driver,  of  Winchester,  Indiana. 

During  the  year  local  teachers'  institutes  with  tlie  teachers  of  two, 
three  or  more  school  districts  uniting  in  a  body,  were  held  in  con- 
venient centers.  These  meetings  contributed  much  in  advanced  edu- 
cational thought  and  in  keeping  alive  a  jiroper  enthusiasm. 

Attendance. 
The  com])uls()rv  laws  have  been  so  generally  enforced  in  Elk  County 
for  years  that  practically  all  parents  have  developed  a  "Fashion"  for 
sending  their  children  to  school  from  the  opening  to  the  close  of  the 
school  term.  Certificates  of  regular  attendance  have  been  given  to 
the  children  in  recognition  of  j)unctuality  and  regularity  and  tliis 
too  has  promoted  a  most  satisfactory  attendance. 

Graded  Scliools. 
Each  year  a  greater  number  of  tlie  cliildren  of  our  schools  are 
aft'orded  an  o])])oi-tunity  to  attend  graded  schools  until  about  ninety 
l>er  cent,  of  our  children  enjoy  such  advantages.  The  i)lan  of  con- 
scdidatio]]  of  two,  three,  four  or  more  schools  at  various  centers  in 
;'  district  has  been  our  idea  and  now  a  sentiment  is  growing  favorable 
for  even  larger  units.  This  j>leases  us  for  it  is  an  em])hatic  endorse- 
ment of  centralization  of  schools  and  will  add  to  the  advantages  of 
the  children. 
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High  Schools. 
Attendance  in  our  ten  borough  and  township  high  schools  has  been 
a  yeail}'  advance  and  the  schools  have  grown  in  equipment,  in  courses 
of  study  and  in  the  general  efficiency  of  the  work  done.  The  borough 
high  schools  offer  high-class,  well  balanced  commercial  courses  for 
boys  and  girls  as  well  as  courses  preparing  for  college  and  for  life, 
while  courses  in  domestic  science  and  art  are  provided  both  at  Ridg- 
way  and  at  St.  Marj^s,  under  specially  prepared  teachers  and  with  all 
modern  equipment.  Ridgway  borough  high  school  provides  also  a 
well  equipped  manual  training  school  for  boys.  The  subject  of  agri- 
culture is  given  due  recognition  in  each  of  our  seven  township  high 
schools  as  well  as  in  the  twenty-five  other  graded  schools  of  the 
county  and  it  is  taught  as  best  we  can  in  all  the  single  room  rural 
schools  also.  The  schools  nuide  a  careful  study  of  birds  during  the 
year  and  it  stimulated  interest  and  gave  to  the  children  a  proper 
idea  of  the  economic  value  of  birds  to  the  farmer. 

Supervision. 

The  school  work  in  Elk  county  is  well  supervised  for  in  addition 
to  the  close  supervision  afforded  our  borough  schools  where  the  super- 
intendent gives  all  the  time  to  sui)ervision  and  administration  each 
also  has  special  supervisoi's  in  music,  in  drawing  and  in  some  other 
woi'k  and  several  of  our  larger  t()wnshij)s  ]>rovides  a  township  su])er- 
visor  to  look  alter  the  work  of  the  schools.  The  ]H'im'i])als  of  the 
schools  in  the  consolidated  centers  also  give  some  time  to  supervision 
of  the  schools  in  these  several  centers. 

The  county  superintendent  gave  his  whole  time  to  supervision  and 
visited  all  the  schools  two  times  and  several  oftener  and  made  in  all 
six  hundred  and  eighty-four  visite-  while  the  most  efficient  assistant 
county  superintendent  gave  special  attention  to  the  single  room 
schools  and  to  the  small  graded  schools  making  three  visits  to  all 
and  additional  visits  where  needed  nu)st,  and  in  all  made  upwards  of 
seven  hundred  visits  giving  direction  and  needed  encouragement  to 
the  teaching  staff".  This  new  school  official  has  wonderfully  increased 
tJie  efficiency  of  the  schools. 

Conclusion. 
In  conclusion  we  desire  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  more 
than  loyal  support  and  co-operation  of  the  supervisory  officers,  the 
school  directors,  the  teachers,  the  patrons  and  the  children.  We  wish 
to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and  the  State  Board 
of  Education  for  the  assistance  and  encouragement  given  us  and  the 
press  of  the  county  for  the  publicity  given  to  our  efforts  and  for  the 
inspiration  and  stimulation  extended  to  us  in  our  efforts. 
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ERIE  COUNTY— I.  H.  Russell. 


rompljang  with  a  long  established  custom  I  have  the  honor  of  sub- 
mitting the  following  report  of  my  supervision  of  the  schools  of  Erie 
county  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1917. 

Barring  the  epidemics  and  quarantines,  the  year  has  been  charac- 
terized with  unusual  progress.  As  a  consequence  of  the  shortened 
school  term  extra  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  upon  teachers  and 
pupils  to  come  up  to  the  standard  of  former  years,  and  the  results 
have  proved  very  gratifying.  Our  usual  number  will  be  promoted 
from  the  eighth  grade  and  the  examination  papers  submitted  gives 
promise  of  a  strong  class  entering  high  school  this  fall. 

During  the  year  I  have  made  at  least  one  visit  to  each  school  in 
the  county  including  every  department  of  the  several  Jiigh  schools, 
a  total  of  306  visits.  Upon  the  dates  of  these  visits  1  found  a  total 
registration  of  8,135  pupils  and  an  average  attendance  throughout 
the  county  of  88%.  My  assistant  has  devoted  his  entire  time  to  visits 
in  the  rural  schools  having  visited  each  school  once  and  a  limite<l 
number  a  second  and  third  time. 

A  special  stress  has  been  put  upon  the  subject  of  spelling  in  the 
rural  schools.  A  list  of  500  selected  words  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  each  teacher  at  the  opening  of  the  term  with  instruction  that  one- 
half  of  the  words  in  the  final  eighth  grade  test  would  be  taken  from 
this  list.  As  a  result  we  received  a  large  number  of  100%  papers 
from  pupils  and  even  noted  a  salutary  effect  upon  the  spelling  papers 
submitted  by  teachers  in  their  recent  examinations  for  certificates. 
The  Erie  Exposition  management  has  also  added  a  stimulus  by  insti- 
tuting a  county  spelling  contest  with  liberal  prizes,  and  selecting  as 
contestants  the  two  honor  pupils  in  spelling  in  each  township,  one 
male  and  one  female. 

Our  usual  corn  growing  contest  of  former  years  was  expanded  last 
year  by  the  aid  of  our  Farm  Agent,  into  a  general  industrial  contest. 
During  Thanksgiving  week,  a  "round-up"  was  held  at  the  court  house 
and  two  hundred  dollars  in  prizes  w^ere  distributed  for  canned  goods, 
Itaked  goods,  sewing,  com  and  potato  growing  and  selection  of  best 
disjdays  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables. 

The  standardizing  of  the  rural  scliools  lias  aroused  more  intei-est 
tlum  any  other  movement  during  my  administration.  Teachers,  pupils 
and  patrons  in  most  districts  are  eager  to  bring  their  schools  up  to  the 
county  standard.  School  grounds  neglected  for  j^ears  have  been 
graded  and  adorned  with  trees  and  shrubs,  a  very  large  number  of 
flag  poles  have  been  raised  and  flags  purchased  for  the  same,  maps. 
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j^lobes  and  dictioiiaiies  long  needed  liave  been  i)urcha.sed  to  meet 
these  requirements.  As  a  result  of  this  movement  several  districts 
observe<l  a  community  day  at  which  a  dinner  was  served,  industrial 
Mork  of  the  children  was  exhibite<l  together  with  a  literary  j)rogram 
and  in  one  instance  the  farmers  contributed  their  time  and  teams 
for  the  day  in  imjtroving  the  school  grounds. 

Our  teachers  are  working  hard  to  improve  themselves  i)rofession- 
ally  and  to  earn  higher  grade  certificates.  The  recent  Minimum 
Salary  Law  will  certainly  encourage  them  to  get  into  the  permanent 
ranks,  and  we  trust  will  retain  them  in  school  work.  The  number  of 
provisional  certificates  issued  has  declined  from  year  to  year  until 
less  than  100  are  now  in  force  and  we  predict  that  in  a  few  years  more 
there  will  be  no  i)lace  for  teachers  with  i)r()visional  certificates  in 
lOrie  county.  Directors  are  coming  to  realize  that  the  best  are  none 
too  good  especially  since  the  State  is  paying  such  a  libei-al  Itonus  for 
high  class  teachers. 

In  spite  of  many  reverses  we  deem  this  one  of  our  most  successful 
school  years  due  to  the  strenuous  efforts  of  a  body  of  energetic  and 
efficient  teachers  supported  by  school  directors  who  are  preeminently 
devote<l  to  the  welfare  of  the  schools  in  their  charge.  In  conclusion 
I  would  also  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  the  Department  of  I*ub- 
lic  Instruction  for  valuable  advice  and  assistance  in  the  discharge 
of  mv  official  duties. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY— John  S.  Can  oil. 


Another  successful  school  year  has  just  ended.  The  State  cpiaran- 
tine  for  infantile  juiralysis  caused  some  dissatisfaction  among  the 
school  people  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  term  but  all  differences 
were  amicably  settled  duiing  the  early  i)art  of  the  term  and  the 
work  went  along  smoothly  and  well.  The  schools  were  fortunate  in 
that  not  a  single  disease  became  epidemic  during  the  year.  Measles, 
mumps,  and  chicken-pox  were  heard  of  occasionally  but  little  damage 
was  done  by  them.  Average  attendance  for  the  term  was  high  in 
many  districts.  During  the  last  month  of  school,  however,  atten<l- 
ance  was  lowered  some  because  of  exemptions  of  pupils  to  work  on 
farms  and  in  gardens. 

Community  Meetings. 
Many  community  meetings  were  held  during  the  year.    They  were 
^^ell  attended,  not  only  by  school  people,  but  by  the  public  as  well. 


No.  11.  FAYETTE  COUNTY.  73 

The3'  were  productive  of  great  good.  Large  sums  of  money  were 
raised  for  the  purchase  of  school  libraries  and  victrolas.  In  Wash- 
ington and  Jefferson  townships  victrolas  were  placed  in  all  the 
schools.  The  boards  of  school  directors  furnished  one-half  the  money 
and  the  remainder  was  made  by  the  holding  of  box  socials  as  a  part 
of  the  work  of  the  community  meetings.  School  interest  ran  higher 
than  ever  before.  At  the  close  of  the  school  term  in  these  districts 
l)eople  began  to  Avonder  what  to  look  for  next.  Scores  of  victrolas 
were  placed  in  the  schools  of  the  county  during  the  year  and  they 
put  life  and  school  spirit  in  every  community  in  which  they  were 
placed.  Every  community  should  jtrovide  victrolas  for  its  schools. 
It  pays  to  make  the  investment.     Try  it. 

School  of  Methods. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  and  profitable  educational  meetings 
held  during  the  year  was  the  School  of  Methods.  The  meeting  was 
lield  in  Uniontown  high  school  building  on  August  21  and  22,  191 G. 
On  the  first  day,  addresses  were  made  by  leading  school  men  of  the 
county.  On  the  second  day  the  meeting  was  addressed  by  County 
Superintendent  Robert  C.  Shaw,  of  Westmoreland  county;  City  Super- 
intendent F.  W.  Wright,  of  Uniontown ;  District  Superintendent  Al- 
bert Montgomeiy,  of  German  township  and  High  School  Principal 
J.  B.  Geisinger,  of  the  Greensburg  schools.  Principal  C.  G.  Pierce, 
of  the  Pitcairn  schools  had  charge  of  the  physical  culture  work,  and 
Miss  Hazel  Keffer,  of  the  Edgewood  schools,  Pittsburgh,  trained  the 
teachers  in  games  and  plays.  Both  did  admirable  work.  Director 
John  C.  Wilson,  of  Uniontown,  was  the  Musical  Director  and  Miss 
Clara  Carroll  of  Dunbar  was  the  pianist.  The  meeting  was  attended 
by  four  hundred  teachers  who  represented  all  grades  of  work  from 
the  primary  to  the  high  sdiool,  inclusive.  The  i)urpose  of  the  meet- 
ing was  to  prepare  all  grades  of  teachers  for  efficient  work  at  a  time 
most  opportune. 

County  Course  of  Study. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  a  course  of  study  for  the  rural 
schools  of  the  county  was  prepared  and  introduced  into  the  schools 
by  a  committee  com])osed  of  tlie  supervising  princi])als,  the  assistant 
county  superintendents,  the  district  superintendents,  and  the  county 
superintendent.  The  new  course  takes  the  place  of  a  course  that  liad 
been  in  use  since  1002.  The  new  course  ranks  with  the  best  courses  in 
use  in  the  State. 

Institutes. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  week  of  December  18.  Names  of 
instructors  follow:  Hon.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Hon.  Fred  L.  Keeler, 
Dr.  O.  L.  Warren,  Dr.  Frank  W.  Wriglit,  Dr.  Jasi)er  L.  McBrien,  Dr. 
J'^dwin   E.    Sparks;    Director  of   Music,   Prof.   Jerry   March;    Vocal 
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Koloist,  Mrs.  Maude  W.  MacDonald;  Violinist,  Miss  Margaret  Home; 
Pianist,  Prof.  George  Phillips;  Leader  of  Orchestra,  Prof.  Geo. 
Hewitt. 

The  evening  entertainers  and  lecturers  were:  The  Schuber  Quar- 
tette, The  Apollo  Concert  Company,  the  Adelphia  Concert  Artists, 
Dr.  Arthur  Walwyn  Evans. 

The  institute  was  planned  to  rank  with  the  best  held  in  the  State. 
The  instructors  and  entertainers  are  not  surpassed  anywhere.  W.  T. 
Kennedy  was  treasurer.  Many  local  institutes  and  teachers'  meet- 
ings were  held  during  the  year.  They  were  well  managed  and  were 
uniformly  successful. 

Club  Work. 
For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  county,  club  work  was  begun. 
Through  the  efforts  of  Farm  Agent  P.  E,  Dougherty  and  the  public 
school  people  a  dozen  corn  clubs  were  organized,  each  with  a  mem- 
bership ranging  from  eight  to  twenty  boys  and  girls.  Some  of  the 
prize  winners  in  the  county  won  prizes  in  the  State  contest  held  late 
in  the  fall  at  State  College.  The  work  was  both  interesting  and  profit- 
able, and  much  good  must  come  to  all  who  were  interested. 

Teachers'  Association. 

The  Fayette  County  Educational  Association  held  four  meetings 
during  the  year.  All  were  well  attended  and  much  valuable  work 
was  done. 

Directors'  Association. 

The  School  Directors'  Association  of  Fayette  county  held  its  biggest 
and  best  meeting  this  year.  Names  of  officers  follow:  Dr.  G.  B. 
Koberts,  President;  Enwood  Lockard  and  Charles  R.  Mclntyre,  Vice- 
Presidents;  J.  W.  Miller,  Secretarj^;  Wm.  A.  Edmiston,  Treasurer. 
Superintendent  Eli  M.  Rapp,  of  Berks  county,  delivered  four  excel- 
lent addresses  before  the  convention.  He  knows  how  to  tell  directors 
the  things  they  ought  to  do  in  order  to  improve  their  schools.  Sev- 
eral excellent  addresses  were  delivered  by  members  of  the  associa- 
tion.    It  was  perhaps  the  best  meeting  ever  held  by  the  association. 

Supervision. 
All  the  schools  of  Fayette  county  have  local  supervision  except 
fifty-eight  and  the  fifty-eight  get  more  than  their  share  of  the  time 
of  the  assistant  county  superintendents.  One  hundred  forty-two 
schools  are  supervised  by  borough  or  town  principals  and  more  than 
five  hundred  are  in  charge  of  fourteen  supervising  principals.  Add 
to  this  force  three  assistant  county  superintendents  and  the  schools 
of  Fayette  county  ought  to  be  well  supervised.  Only  fifty-eight 
schools  in  the  entire  county  are  without  local  supervision. 
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Food  Supply  Committees. 

When  the  State  and  the  Nation  were  calling  upon  the  people  to 
put  forth  strong  effort  to  increase  the  food  supply  in  order  that  our 
people  at  home  and  our  people  and  our  allies  beyond  the  sea  might 
have  abundance  of  foodstuffs  during  the  world  war,  the  school  forces 
of  the  entire  county  responded  nobly  to  the  call.  A  school  organiza- 
tion was  at  once  affected  in  every  school  district  and  the  people  began 
to  work  in  earnest  to  increase  the  food  supply.  Many  children  were 
released  from  school  on  condition  that  they  work  on  the  farm  and  in 
the  garden. 

Teachers  Attend  School. 

More  teachers  attended  school  during  the  present  year  than  in  any 
former  year.  Applicants  for  provisional  and  professional  certificates 
were  required  to  attend  school  somewhere  for  one  month  before  tak- 
ing examination.  Some  were  exempt  for  urgent  reasons,  but  not 
many.  More  than  three-fourths  of  the  entire  teaching  force  of  the 
county  attended  school  somewhere  during  the  year. 

New  School  Houses. 

Many  school  buildings  are  under  construction  at  the  close  of  the 
present  school  year.  Luzerne  township  is  planning  for  a  central 
school  of  ten  rooms  near  Tower  Hill,  and  is  erecting  a  four-room 
building  at  Isabella  and  a  two-room  building  at  East  Millsboro. 
Georges  township  will  soon  complete  a  central  high  school  building 
of  nine  rooms.  Ten  acres  of  land  surround  and  belong  to  this  school 
plant.  South  Union  township  will  complete,  Avithin  the  next  two 
months,  the  Areford  school  building  in  South  Uniontown.  It  con- 
tains eight  rooms  and  an  auditorium. 

Dunbar  township  is  just  now  completing  an  eight-room  building 
r.t  Monarch.  Masontown  borough  will  soon  have  its  four-room  build- 
ing ready  for  occupancy.  Dunbar  borough  has  just  begun  a  two- 
room  building  which  will  be  completed  before  the  middle  of  the  pres- 
ent school  term. 

The  foregoing  buildings  are  brick  structures  and  have  modern 
systems  of  heating  and  ventilating  and  improved  school  furniture. 
Perry  township  built  a  one-room  frame  house  at  Virgin  Run,  and 
Washington  township,  a  two-room  frame  house  near  Arnold  City. 

During  the  year  the  public  schools  of  the  county  received  loyal 
support  from  the  public  press,  and  I  want  to  thank  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  for  assistance  and  for  much  helpful  informa- 
tion received  from  time  to  time.  The  outlook  for  the  coming  school 
year  is  encouraging.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  report  from  time  to  time 
during  the  year  great  progress  in  all  lines  of  public  school  work. 
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FOREST  COUNTY— J.  O.  Carson. 


The  results  which  followed  from  the  labors  of  the  past  year's  school 
work  ill  this  comity,  as  coinpare<l  to  tliat  of  former  years  are  favor- 
able and  generally  satisfactory.  The  conditions  which  promoted  good 
school  work  were  medium  and  a  reasonable  degree  of  success  was 
attained. 

While  it  is  difficult  to  measure  accurately  the  amount  of  progress 
that  was  made  during  the  year,  we  feel  confident  however  that  com- 
n  endable  advancement  was  made.  There  were  few  failures  among 
the  teachers  despite  the  fact  that  a  large  i)ercentage  of  them  were 
Ijeginners  and  were  confronted  with  more  or  less  difficult  problems. 
We  deplore  the  present  condition  which  is  now  existing  whereby  so 
many  of  our  best  qualified  teacliers  have  left  the  work  and  are  en- 
gaged in  other  fields  of  labor  which  pay  them  higher  salaries. 

Considering  the  educational  advancement  in  the  main  in  this  county 
for  the  past  year,  we  shall  say  again  that  steady  progress  was  made, 
Avhile  our  progress  is  by  no  means  all  that  is  to  be  desired,  it  is 
gratifying  to  find  a  more  vigorous  sentiment  for  education  at  the 
close  of  each  year. 

The  patrons  of  the  schools  were  seemingly  well  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  their  pupils  and  the  schools  and  the  average  of  the  per- 
centage of  attendance  throughout  the  county  was  above  the  normal. 

Many  of  the  teachers  spent  their  vacations  going  to  school  to  fur- 
ther fit  themselves  for  the  duties  of  the  school  room,  realizing  that 
better  scholarshij),  an  improvement  in  culture  and  a  more  cherisherl 
zeal  for  duty  are  ])rime  elements  of  the  teacher's,  success. 

There  were  ninety-five  teachers  employed  in  the  county  the  last 
year,  of  which  number  fourteen  were  em])loyed  in  the  higli  school  and 
eighty-one  in  the  common  schools.  The  coming  year  may  witness  a 
slight  <lecrease  <Iue  to  the  scarcity  of  teachers.  In  this  connection 
it  can  be  said  that  the  scarcity  of  teachers  may  be  a  means  of  pro- 
moting tlie  consolidation  of  schools  and  thereby  eliminate  some  of 
the  rural  schools  which  have  but  few  pupiTs. 

The  desire  to  cling  to  the  old  methods  in  the  rural  schools  pre- 
vents this  much  needed  reform  wliere  it  can  be  done  successfully. 
Jh  such  instances  where  it  has  been  in  vogue  successful  and  satis- 
factory results  were  accomplished. 

In  the  matter  of  material  improvements,  we  are  glad  to  report  the 
erection  of  a  new  two-room  building  in  Barnett  township,  which  was 
completed  in  time  for  school. 
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The  building  meets  the  recinirements  as  to  heating,  lighting  and 
sanitary  demands.  The  township  deserves  considerable  commenda- 
tion for  erecting  and  e{ini]»i»ing  this  bnilding  after  having  exper- 
ienced snch  a  heavy  loss  by  fire. 

In  Jenks  township,  the  taxpayers  bonded  themselves  for  the  re- 
modeling of  tlie  high  school  bnilding  and  erecting  an  addition  large 
enongh  to  accommodate  the  grades.  This  bnilding  now  contains  ten 
rooms  which  are  large  and  well  lighted,  meeting  the  State  require- 
ments in  every  {)articnlar. 

This  district  deserves  very  commendable  consideration  for  the  ad- 
vantages they  are  putting  in  reach  of  the  ])atrons  of  their  schools. 

The  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  at  Marienville  the  week  of 
Sei)tend)er  I'oth,  the  date  having  been  changed  from  October  so  it 
could  be  held  during  the  "quarantine." 

The  teachers  were  nearly  all  i)resent  an<l  s])ent  an  enjoyable  as 
well  as  a  profitable  week  beginning  their  schools  with  renewed  in- 
si)iration.  The  instructors  and  lecturers  were:  Dr.  Henry  G.  Wil- 
liams, of  Cohnnbus,  Ohio,  who  gave  some  very  ins])iring  talks  on 
methods  and  ideals  of  education.  Supt.  W.  M.  Pierce,  of  the  Ridgway 
Borough  Schools,  gave  the  teachers  some  very  practical  talks  on 
school  methods.  Prof.  Harry  J.  Shoemaker,  of  the  Sli]>pery  Rock 
State  Normal  School,  gave  some  interesting  talks  on  literature  which 
were  of  much  advantage  to  the  teachers. 

The  schools  were  late  in  closing  on  account  of  the  delay  in  opening, 
which  makes  a  short  vacation,  however,  we  are  looking  forward  to  the 
coming  term  as  a  most  favorable  school  .vear. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY  -Lewis  Edgar  Smith. 


We  have  nothing  unusual  to  rei)ort  on  school  conditions  in  Frank- 
lin count}'  this  year.  Our  schools  made  the  usual  i)rogress  notwith- 
standing the  conditions  that  confronted  them. 

The  lateness  in  beginning  the  term  in  the  fall  had  no  good  effect, 
to  say  the  least.  Many  of  our  teachers  resigne«l  during  the  month 
the  schools  were  kept  closed,  and  the  uncertainty  and  misunderstand- 
ings tended  to  disorganize  things  in  general.  Then,  too,  we  had  no 
more  than  gotten  well  started  until  an  epidemic  of  measles  swept  the 
county,  diminishing  the  attendance  by  half.  Many  of  our  schools 
were  closed  tempoiaiily.  and  the  attendance  in  these  dwindled  almost 
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to  nothing  during  the  closing  months.  Under  such  conditions  the 
compulsory  attendance  law  is  hard  to  enforce,  however,  diligently 
the  officials  may  work  to  keep  the  children  in  school. 

In  spite  of  these  handicaps,  the  forces  intended  to  improve  the 
schools  were  at  work  and  in  some  phases  progress  was  marked.  We 
opened  several  new  school  buildings,  and  inaugurated  a  system  of 
graded  tests  that  were  very  beneficial  in  keeping  our  schools  better 
graded. 

Our  eighth  grade  examinations,  held  at  the  close  of  the  term,  indi- 
cated some  of  the  best  work  in  years  done  in  the  upper  grades.  Over 
80%  of  the  pupils  who  entered  the  eighth  grade  examination  were 
awarded  diplomas.  The  great  majority  of  these  will  enter  one  of  the 
high  schools  of  the  county  this  fall.  Our  high  schools  will,  because 
of  this,  have  a  greatly  increased  attendance  during  the  coming  term. 

The  County  Institute,  held  November  20-24,  was  in  every  way  a 
success.  The  instructors  were:  Hon.  K.  B.  Teitrick,  Hon.  F.  G.  Blair, 
Dr.  Ezra  Lehman  and  Dr.  R.  E.  Lee.  Each  of  these  men  had  a  mes- 
sage and  brought  it  to  our  people  in  a  manner  that  drew  forth  favor- 
able comment.  Our  Directors'  Convention  was  held  January  18-19. 
The  attendance  of  directors  was  excellent.  Addresses  upon  school 
administration  were  made  by  Deputy  State  Superintendent  Teitrick, 
Dr.  Ezra  Lehman  and  Dr.  O.  L.  Warren. 

Local  institutes  were  held  for  all  the  districts  in  the  county.  Three 
districts  in  the  lower  end  of  the  county  combined  and  held  their  meet- 
ing at  the  Shippensburg  Normal  School.  With  few  exceptions  the 
meetings  were  well  attended,  both  by  teachers  and  patrons;  and  the 
topics  were  timely  and  elicited  much  interesting  discussion. 

Our  teachers  for  the  most  part  are  awake  to  the  present  demands 
in  scholarship  and  methods.  Nearly  one-third  of  our  corps  attended 
a  higher  institution  of  learning  during  the  spring  and  summer 
months.  A  goodly  number  of  those  holding  lower  grade  certificates 
are  working  toward  graduation  from  the  Normal  School. 

In  conclusion  we  wish  to  express  our  thanks  to  the  Department 
and  the  State  Board  for  their  liind  cooperation  and  many  helpful 
suggestions.  We  begin  the  new  school  year  in  the  ho]>e  that  our 
schools  may  go  through  the  coming  term  under  more  normal  con- 
ditions. 
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FULTON  COUNTY— J.  Enieiv  Tlioiuas. 


In  summarizing  the  work  of  the  past  school  year,  we  find  that 
substantial  improvement  has  been  made  along  a  number  of  lines,  and 
this  carries  with  it  pleasant  memories  of  duties  performed,  although 
in  the  performance  of  those  duties  the  task  may  have  been  in  some 
cases  an  unpleasant  one. 

During  the  entire  three  years  of  my  administration,  the  greatest 
diflficulty  has  been  to  get  a  sufficient  number  of  teachers  of  good  in- 
tellectual qualifications.  I  have  passed  each  year  barely  enough  ap- 
plicants to  fill  the  schools  and  notwithstanding  this  fact,  1  still  had  to 
issue  some  poor  certificates.  In  order  to  obviate  this  difficulty  and 
to  hold  our  young  people  in  the  schools  and  thus  increase  their  intel- 
lectual qualifications,  we  have  instituted  a  series  of  examinations  for 
the  advanced  pupils  given  at  regular  intervals  during  the  entire  term. 
This  seems  to  be  eliminating  the  above  named  difficulty.  We  now 
have  our  schools  filled  for  the  ensuing  year  with  a  higher  grade 
material  than  any  of  the  three  preceding  years,  and  not  only  do  we 
not  need  to  search  for  material  to  fill  vacancies  this  year  as  in  pre- 
vious years,  but  we  have  a  number  of  well  qualified  teachers  left  with- 
out schools. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  teachers  of  the  county  for  their  etfort  to  hold 
our  young  people  in  the  schools  and  for  encouraging  them  to  take 
these  examinations.  By  so  doing,  teachers  are  conferring  upon  these 
young  people  a  lasting  benefit  and  also  greatly  increasing  the  educa- 
tional interests  of  our  county. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  corps  of  teachers  elected  for 
the  ensuing  year  is  the  strongest  yet  elected  under  my  supervision, 
we  recognize  room  for  impro.vement.  Under  existing  high  prices  for 
everything  purchased,  we  cannot  keep  a  good  corps  of  teachers  at 
the  present  salaries.  Some  of  the  districts  seem  to  be  doing  about  all 
they  can  in  the  way  of  taxation.  The  school  code  imposes  upon  the 
districts  certain  requirements,  such  as  length  of  school  term,  build- 
ing specifications,  teachers'  salaries,  etc.  These  must  be  complied 
with.  The  executive  authority  compels  the  districts  to  comply  with 
these  legal  requirements,  theferore  the  legislative  authority  should 
come  to  the  assistance  of  over-taxed  districts  with  greater  appro- 
priations. 

The  activity  of  directors  iu  the  different  districts  shows  evidence  of 
interest  in  school  work.  Sometimes  there  is  a  tendency  to  criticise 
and  condemn  the  activities  of  public  officials  in  the  performance  of 
(J 
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their  duties.  This  has  a  tendency  to  handicap  officials  and  to  pre- 
vent progressive  movements  dependent  upon  their  initiative.  Not- 
withstanding these  obstacles,  the  school  directors  have  done  mudi 
to  make  the  work  of  the  schools  more  effective. 

The  school  board  of  Belfast  district  has  built  a  modern  ui)-to-(late 
one-room  building.  The  directors  of  this  district  deserve  much  credit 
for  this  much  needed  imi»rovement.  The  school  board  of  Taylor  dis- 
trict has  built  a  fine  one-room  building  at  Hustontown  and  has  fitted  ii 
up  with  modern  furniture.  This  building  also  reflects  great  credit 
upon  the  board  of  directors  of  this  district.  There  are  some  old  build- 
ings in  the  county  that  should  be  replaced  by  new  ones  of  the  above 
type. 

As  parents,  we  tiy  to  provide  comfortable  cozy  homes  for  our 
children,  but  here  our  ])arental  anxiety  seems  to  end.  We  seem  to 
be  satisfied  to  have  our  children  to  sit  six  hours  a  day,  five  days  in  the 
week  and  at  least  seven  months  in  the  year  in  an  old  worn-out  school 
Iiouse  with  broken  plaster,  worn-out  floor  and  no  means  for  ventila- 
tion except  the  chinks  made  in  the  building  by  time. 

The  school  directors  of  McConnellsburg  have  increased  the  salaries 
of  the  entire  cori)s  of  teachers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  C.  L.  B.  C.  organization  of  McConnellsburg,  has  placed  free  of 
charge  to  the  district,  in  the  McConnellsburg  High  School  library  at 
;.  cost  of  -IfUO  to  the  society  a  new  International  Enclyclopedia.  The 
society  has  sufficient  funds  in  the  treasury  with  which  it  intends  in 
the  near  future  to  put  in  the  same  library  Ridpath's  History  of  the 
World. 

Each  district  in  the  county  kept  up  its  educational  meetings 
throughout  the  entire  term.  These  meetings  were  well  attended  by 
the  teachers  and  patrons  and  were  a  means  for  creating  educational 
sentiment  and  also  helped  the  younger  teachers  to  solve  numy  of  the 
complex  problems  which  continually  arise  in  all  grades  of  scliool 
Avork. 

The  county  institute  held  during  the  week  of  December  4tli,  was 
generally  considered  successful.  The  teachers  showed  renuirkable 
interest  during  the  entire  week.  The  instructors  were:  Dr.  Harlan 
E.  Hall,  Cumberland,  Ohio ;  Dr.  Ezra  Lehnuiu,  Principal  Cund)erland 
Valley  State  Nornuil  School;  Dr.  CI.  M.  Tliillips,  Princii»al  State 
Normal,  West  Cliester,  Pa.;  l*rof.  Burnham  also  from  the  West 
Chester  State  Normal,  and  Prof.  L.  B.  Furry,  Supervising  Principal, 
Johnstown,  Pa. 

In  conclusion  we  wish  to  extend  our  thanks  to  directors,  teachers, 
patrons  and  also  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  valu- 
able assistance  and  hearty  coojteration  during  the  school  year  which 
has  just  come  to  a  close. 
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GREENE  COUNTY— 11.   I).  EiveLuid. 


lu  reviewing  the  work  of  the  past  year  we  are  pleased  to  note 
material  evidence  of  substantial  progress.  The  year's  Avorlv  of  course 
was  crippled  considerably  due  to  tlie  enforced  quarantine  near  the 
opening  of  the  term.  Knt,  all  things  considered,  we  feel  that  it  has 
been  a  successful  year  for  Greene  county  schools. 

The  school  year  191017  opened  with  a  better  understanding  be- 
tween school  boards  and  county  superintendent  than  had  existed  dur- 
ing former  years.  This  was  <lue  to  the  fact  that  the  county  superin- 
tendent met  once  with  each  of  the  twenty-seven  l)oards  in  the  county. 
In  this  meeting  ])lans  and  methods  of  procedure  for  the  year's  work 
were  taken  up  and  discussed.  Organization  and  team  work  naturally 
resulted.  The  superintendent  asked  for  suggestions  from  the  various 
boards  as  to  how  he  could  be  more  useful  to  them.  He  also  suggested 
many  things  which  the  boards  might  do  to  improve  the  equipment 
of  their  schools  and  to  beautify  surroundings. 

The  usual  school  activities  were  carried  through  <luring  the  year. 
These  included  preliminary  teachers'  institute  or  school  of  methods, 
county  institute,  local  institutes,  directors'  conventions,  etc.  Splendid 
interest  was  manifested  in  all  of  these  meetings  not  only  bj'  those 
who  were  required  to  attend  but  by  the  ])ublic  as  well. 

During  the  year  the  schools  followed  more  closely  the  course  of 
study  prepared  for  the  county  than  ever  before.  Penmanship  was  em- 
phasized and  taught  by.  teachers  who  had  learned  liow  to  teach  the 
subject.  The  Palmer  Method  of  Business  Writing  having  been  adopted 
for  the  county,  the  teachers  showed  unusual  zeal  in  prei)aring  to 
teach  it  professionally.  School  boards  are  paying  extra  salary  to 
teachers  who  hold  a  penmanship  certificate  and  thus  very  materially 
encouraging  the  move. 

A  few  new  building  were  erected  during  the  year.  Perhaps  the 
one  most  worthy  of  special  mention  was  the  new  high  school  build- 
ing erected  by  Center  township  at  Rogersville.  Tt  is  an  up-to-date 
building  and  a  fit  place  for  the  home  of  a  good  high  sdntol  such  as 
they  have  here. 

The  usual  interest  was  shown  in  the  county  spelling  contest.  Eacli 
district  in  the  county  entered  into  the  contest  with  enthusiasm.  First 
honor  was  won  by  Charles  Lewis  of  the  Westland  School  in  Morgan- 
town  townshi]).  .lames  B.  Fnlton  has  been  teacher  of  the  sdiool  for 
several  years. 
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The  high  schools  of  the  county  in  general  have  been  successful  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  vocational  school  seems  to  be  especially  popular, 
}iroving  that  boys  and  girls  are  desirous  of  learning  to  do  as  well  as 
to  know.  The  plan  of  standardizing  rural  schools  has  also  proved 
l»opular  in  this  county.  During  the  past  year  we  were  privileged  to 
award  pennants  and  certificates  to  eight  of  our  schools.  Already  the 
citizens  of  those  districts  are  clamoring  for  a  good  teacher  in  order 
that  they  may  retain  their  standing.  Other  districts  are  also  anxious 
to  reach  the  standard  to  be  thus  recognized  and  honored. 

Our  thanks  and  appreciation  are  hereby  tendered  to  every  agency 
that  has  contributed  toward  the  ui>building  and  support  of  our 
schools.  Whether  the  contribution  has  been  of  finance,  sentiment, 
or  sympathy,  matters  not.  Each  is  important  and  all  are  essential. 
Only  when  all  these  factors  are  freely  contributed,  properly  appre- 
ciated, and  sanely  used  can  we  hope  to  approach  the  maximum  of 
efficiency. 


HUNTINGDON  COUNTY— L.  E.  Boyer. 


In  submitting  this,  our  third  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Hunt- 
ingdon county,  we  have  the  honor  to  again  report  progress. 

Teachers. 

Of  our  two  hundred  forty-nine  teachers,  seven  were  college  grad- 
uates, twenty-nine  held  permanent  certificates,  twenty-two  were 
normal  school  graduates,  seventy-nine  held  professional  certificates 
and  one  hundred  twelve  held  provisional  certificates.  Thirty-nine 
teachers  taught  their  first  term. 

The  teachers,  generally,  were  professional  and  progressive.  We 
have  had  a  smaller  percentage  of  failures  during  the  year  than  usual. 
Our  teachers  are  readers  of  one  or  more  educational  papers.  To  give 
greater  effective  service  and  to  secure  higher  grade  certificates,  sev- 
enty-five per  cent,  of  our  teachers  attended  State  College,  Juniata 
College,  State  normal  schools,  and  local  normal  schools,  during  the 
year. 

Uniform  Daily  Program  and  Graded  Course. 

Before  the  opening  of  , schools  on  October  2nd,  a  uniform  daily 
program  for  the  one-room  schools  was  sent  to  each  rural  teacher. 
The  term  reports  show  that  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  followed 
the  program. 
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The  State  course  of  study  was  followed  in  our  elementary  and 
secondary  schools.  A  uniform  midterm  examination  was  conducted 
en  February  7th  for  the  purpose  of  closer  grading.  A  survey  of  the 
test  shows  that  pupils  are  graded  too  high.  Many  pupils  doing  fourth 
grade  work  in  arithmetic  and  language  were  found  in  the  eighth 
grade  classes  in  reading  and  spelling. 

ITie  uniform  eighth  grade  examination  was  lield  on  April  21st. 
Three  hundred  one  pupils  took  the  examination.  One  hundred  five 
})upils  passed  on  a  general  average  -of  eighty  per  cent,  and  received 
diplomas  for  completing  the  course  of  study.  As  most  districts  admit 
their  pupils  to  high  school  on  a  general  average  of  sixty-five  or  less, 
about  two  hundred  twenty-five  pupils  will  enter  high  school. 

Local  Meetings. 

Conferences  were  held  before  and  after  the  opening  of  schools  to 
outline  and  explain  the  teacher's  work.  The  county  was  divided  into 
fourteen  local  institute  districts  with  a  program  committee  for  each 
district.  At  least  one  institute  was  arranged  for  each  district. 
Thirty-two  local  institutes  and  educational  meetings  were  held  dur- 
ing the  term.  Very  successful  commencement  exercises  were  held  at 
the  close  of  ten  of  our  high  schools.  Tranksgiving,  Christmas,  Bird 
and  Arbor  Days  were  generally  observed  in  our  schools. 

New  Buildings. 

Penn  district  erected  a  modern  one-room  brick  building  at  Grafton. 
The  new  building  is  commodious  and  centrally  located  and  was  occu- 
pied late  in  the  term.  It  is  a  splendid  nucleus  for  the  consolidation 
of  several  schools  in  the  district. 

A  modern  one-room  building  is  being  erected  at  Blairs  Mills  in  Tell 
district.  The  new  building  will  be  finished  in  time  for  the  opening  of 
school  in  September. 

The  formal  opening  of  the  new  high  school  building  at  Mount  Union 
was  held  February  22nd.  The  principal  speakers  for  the  occasion 
were:  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Hon.  William  Lauder,  C.  V.  Hackman, 
and  T.  A.  Appleby.  The  building  is  a  two-story  brick  structure  of 
modern  type  of  school  architecture,  ninety  feet  on  the  front  and 
eiglity-five  feet  deep.  It  provides  for  fourteen  class-rooms,  an  audi- 
torium, reading  room,  library  and  office.  The  class-rooms  are  planned' 
for  general  secondary  school  work  with  science  laboratories,  and  the 
8i>ecial  departments  of  commercial  work,  home-making,  manual  train- 
ing and  agriculture. 

Annual  Institute  and  Directors'  Convention. 

The  sixty-first  annual  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  the  Grand 
Theatre  of  Huntingdon  during  the  week  of  November  13th.    Tlie  dif- 
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lereiit  sessions  were  well  attended.  The  following  able  lectnrers  gave 
splendid,  earnest,  practical  instrnction:  Dr.  Henry  S.  Curtis,  Olivet, 
Mich.;  Dr.  George  H.  Tapy,  AVabash  (\»llege,  Ind. ;  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis, 
Jnniata  College,  I'a. ;  Dr.  Ezra  Lehman,  ^hippensburg,  Pa.,  and  I'rof. 
Thos.  L,  Gibson,  Baltimore,  Md.  The  evening  attractions  in  the 
order  of  their  appearances  were  Dr.  AAMUiam  Rainey  Bennett,  The 
Marigold  Quartette,  Ralph  Bingham  and  The  Weber  Male  Quartette. 
The  Directors'  Association  met  in  fourteenth  annual  convention 
in  the  court  house  on  Thursday,  "January  2.")tli,  and  Friday,  January 
26th.  On  Thursday  evening,  Dr.  Suhrie  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, gave  his  splendid  illustrated  lecture,  "The  Consolidation  of 
Rural  Schools,"  to  an  appreciative  audience.  The  subject,  "Parent- 
Teachers'  Association,"  was  very  ably  discussed  by  Supt.  W.  M.  Rife. 
"Greater  Efficiency  of  Our  Schools"  was  the  most  important  subject 
for  general  discussion.  Many  directors  took  an  active  part.  About 
one  hundred  thirty  directors  answered  to  roll  call. 

The  Six-Six  Plan  at  Mount  Union. 

The  so-called  "Six-Six  Plan"  of  school  organization  was  introduced 
in  the  Mount  Union  school  system  at  the  beginning  of  the  term. 
The  plan  was  to  make  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  a  part  of  the 
high  school.  It  does  away  with  the  tiuie-honored  grammar  grades, 
and  the  boys  and  girls  of  these  grades  are  nuule  to  feel  that  they  are 
in  the  high  school.  They  receive  instruction  from  the  teachers  of  the 
several  departments  of  the  high  school  and  join  the  upper  grades  in 
all  school  activities. 

Three  things  were  aimed  at  in  this  organization.  It  was  j)laiined, 
first  of  all,  to  make  a  distinction  in  the  school  system  between  the 
I'Upils  who  are  learning  how  to  study  and  those  who  pursue  their 
studies  with  the  purpose  of  acquiring  knowledge.  The  second  aim 
was  to  specialize  the  work  of  the  teachers.  The  third  aim  was  to 
give  the;  boys  and  girls  a  taste  of  high  school  life  and  work  before 
they  think  of  leaving  school. 

This  })lan  of  school  organization  lias  worked  out  most  successfully 
in  Mount  Union  during  the  ]jast  year.  The  definite  ends  sought  were 
attained  with  splendid  satisfaction,  and  in  many  other  ways  the  plan 
'])roved  very  advantageous.  It  should  be  stated,  however,  that  the 
Six-Six  Plan  is  not  a  reci])e  for  all  difficulties  of  school  organization, 
but,  rather,  it  is  an  opportunity  to  give  a  small  community  some  of 
the  advantages  obtained  in  a  large  community  by  the  junior  high 
school. 

High  School  Literary  Contest. 

To  encourage  the  study  and  teaching  of  oral  English  and  expres- 
sion, the  "Declamation  Contest"  was  outlined  for  the  third-class  high 
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schools  of  the  county.  One  liiindred  seventy-one  pupils  entered  the 
preliminary  contests.  From  this  number,  forty  four  were  chosen  to 
enter  the  district  contests.  Ten  contestants  in  the  district  contests 
Avere  chosen  to  compete  in  the  tinal  contest.  First  and  second  prizes 
^^ere  awarded. 

We  sincerely  appreciate  Jind  <;ratefully  acknowledg;e  the  valuable 
assistance  and  hearty  co-operation  of  patrons,  pupils,  teachers,  di- 
rectors, and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


INDIANA  COUNTY— James  F.  (Miapman. 


In  submitting  this  report  we  feel  that  our  schools  have  kept  pace 
with  the  progress  shown  in  other  lines  of  activity. 

The  larger  enrollment  in  the  high  schools  indicates  that  the  ad- 
vantage offered  by  such  training  is  becoming  more  and  more  appre- 
ciated. Districts  that  i\  few  years  ago  discouraged  ])upils  entering 
high  schools  on  account  of  the  expense  to  the  taxpayers  are  now 
paying  the  tuition  most  willingly. 

School  directors  are  imi»roving  the  school  buildings  and  grounds 
as  never  before.  The  teachers  are  doing  much  to  tit  themselves  to 
render  a  better  service.  During  the  last  year  many  were  enrolled  at 
the  very  best  jn'ofessional  schools  in  the  country.  The  interest  in  the 
teachers  organizations  of  the  county  is  very  gratifying.  Teachers' 
local  institutes  are  doing  an  excellent  work.  At  these  meetings 
teachers,  parents  and  school  boards  meet  and  discuss  in  an  informal 
way  plans  for  the  imijrovement  of  the  schools. 

"School  Plant  Improvement  Day"  observed  in  connection  with 
Arbor  Day  resulted  in  much  permanent  good  to  the  school  i)roperty, 
such  as  constructing  walks,  painting  and  papering  outbuildings,  re- 
movfng  rubbish  of  every  description  from  the  grounds. 

The  Teachers'  Conference  held  before  the  opening  of  schools  re- 
sulted we  feel  in  doing  much  good  for  the  young  teachers.  Topics 
l^ertaining  to  organization,  discipline,  and  methods  of  teaching  par- 
ticular subjects  were  discussed  at  this  meeting.  While  the  teachers 
of  one  and  two  years'  experience  were  urged  to  be  jiresent,  a  general 
ijivitation  was  extended  to  all  teachers  of  the  count3\  More  than 
three  hundred  of  the  four  hundred  fifty  teachers  were  in  attendance. 

The  town  of  Olen  Campbell  suffered  the  loss  of  its  school  building 
by  fire  last  term.  Owing  to  a  scarcity  of  labor  and  high  cost  of  ma- 
terial, the  directoi's  have  deci<led  to  use  other  buildings  for  school 
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purposes  during  the  coming  term  of  school.  Pine  township  has  had 
the  plans  approved  for  the  erection  of  a  modern  brick  building.  This 
building  is  to  take  care  of  the  children  at  two  new  mining  operations. 

TTie  club  work  of  the  county  continues  to  grow  in  interest.  This 
year  a  large  number  has  enrolled  in  a  ''Potato  Club"  as  well  as  the 
''Corn  Club."  On  account  of  our  new  Farm  Extension  Agent,  Mr. 
Fish,  the  agricultural  work  of  the  schools  will  be  much  encouraged. 
He  is  anxious  to  cooperate  with  the  school  officials  in  furthering  this 
important  work. 

The  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  a  success  from  start  to  finish. 
The  instructors  were  Dr.  John  Davison  of  Ada,  Ohio;  Reuben  Post 
Halleck,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  J.  W.  Sweeney,  Co.  Supt.  of  Elk 
County,  Pa.  The  music  was  in  charge  of  Prof.  James  Mcllroy,  of 
McKeesport,  Pa.  All  of  these  instructors  were  first  class  and  gave 
most  helpful  instruction  to  the  teachers.  The  institute  was  fortunate 
m  the  type  of  lyceum  attractions  engaged  for  the  entertainments. 
The  Marigold  Girls,  Lou  J.  Beauchamp,  James  A.  Burns,  Edward 
Ott  and  Clifton  Mallory  Company  in  turn  entertained  large  and  ap- 
preciative audiences. 

The  county  superintendent  with  the  assistants  highly  appreciate 
the  courtesies  of  the  members  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion. 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY— .L  Mayne  Jones. 


The  first  activity  of  the  school  year  was  the  assembling  of  the 
teachers  for  the  Fourth  Annual  School  of  Methods  August  22-25th. 
This  work  was  planned  more  especially  for  the  rural  teachers  and  was 
presented  largely  in  the  form  of  recitations.  The  instructors  assist- 
ing in  this  work  were:  Dr.  C.  B.  Robertson,  University  of  Pittsburgh ; 
Dr.  F.  A.  C.  Perrin,  University  of  Pittsburgh;  Professor  T.  W.  Burk- 
halter.  University  of  I'ittsburgh ;  Miss  Edna  McNeil,  Mr  J.  L.  Kelly, 
and  Miss  Helen  Finnecy.  The  character  of  the  work  was  such  as 
to  make  it  immediately  helpful. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  School  of  Methods  was  given  at  a  time 
'\\'hen  it  was  most  needed  in  class  room  work,  the  County  Institute 
vv'as  planned  more  to  give  breadth  of  view,  inspiration  and  en- 
thusiasm. Dr.  C.  P.  Colegrove,  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Dr.  J.  F.  Marsh, 
and  Professor  H.  J.  Taylor  each  proved  to  be  masters  in  institute 
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work  in  their  respective  lines.  The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  at 
the  same  time  and  the  regular  institute  instructors  were  the  principal 
si:teakers  for  them  also. 

Programs  for  five  teachers'  meetings  and  institutes  were  prepared 
for  the  use  of  rural  districts.  Each  township  was  organized  and  the 
work  in  most  of  the  districts  was  given  with  such  spirit  as  to  be  very 
helpful.  The  two  books  on  the  Teachers'  Reading  Course  were  madi^ 
the  basis  of  all  this  work.  Es]>ecial  emphasis  was  placed  upon  the 
teaching  process. 

Plans  were  made  at  the  School  of  Methods  for  a  Country  Life  Day 
to  be  held  in  most  of  the  districts.  All  the  schools  of  a  district  par- 
ticipated in  these  events.  The  program  consisted  of  games  and 
athletic  events,  exhibits  of  school  and  home  work,  and  in  some  places 
of  a  short  literary  and  musical  program.  I  find  such  a  day  valuable 
in  developing  the  social  side  of  rural  life.  Much  attention  was  given 
to  this  phase  of  the  work  at  the  School  of  Methods.  This  enabled 
the  teachers  to  introduce  many  new  games  and  even  in  districts  with 
all  lady  teachers  to  conduct  the  field  events  according  to  the  rules. 
However  in  these  districts  the  young  men  of  the  community  very 
obligingly  assisted  the  ladies. 

Home  and  School  Associations  and  various  programs  to  whicli  the 
patron.s  were  invited  continue  to  stimulate  interest  in  school  work. 
To  my  mind  this  form  of  activity  has  been  very  helpful.  Through 
tlie  co-operation  of  the  home  and  school  forces  six  thousand  four 
liundred  and  five  people  attended  public  programs  in  the  rural 
schools;  two  hundred  and  sixteen  trees  were  planted  on  rural  school 
grounds ,  making  a  total  of  ten  hundred  and  sixty-one  trees  now  on 
those  grounds;  one  hundred  twenty-five  framed  pictures  were  hung 
upon  the  walls  of  the  rural  school  houses,  nearly  all  of  these  pictures 
were  from  those  studied  in  the  picture  study  work  required  in  langu- 
age; |1, 696.70  was  secured  by  volunteer  efforts  and  expended  for 
school  improvements  in  the  rural  schools ;  and  the  rural  school  librar- 
ies now  contain  eight  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  volumes. 

One  of  the  most  valuable  and  popular  of  the  programs  given  during 
the  year  was  a  patriotic  program,  America  First  Day. 

Tn  company  with  the  Farm  Agent,  Mr.  J.  E.  McCord,  I  visited  all 
the  high  schools  in  the  county  when  the  call  for  farm  help  came  and 
explained  the  emergency  to  the  boys.  We  enrolled  about  one  hundrefl 
volunteei-s  in  addition  to  those  working  upon  their  own  farms.  All 
tiiese  boys  were  placed  upon  farms  and  their  work  has  been  entirely 
satisfactory. 

The  Farm  Agent  and  T  have  worked  together  on  many  problems 
common  to  both  his  work  and  mine  and  I  wish  to  voice  appreciation 
of  the  splendid  work  he  is  doing  for  the  agricultural  education  of 
the  county. 
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Six  schools  reached  the  County  Standard  during  the  year  and  wore 
av/arded  the  pennant  and  certificates  of  the  County  Standard  School 
by  the  State  Board  of  Education.  These  schools  are:  The  Oaks, 
Ha/.el  Dell,  Roseville,  and  Pine  Grove,  all  of  Union  township;  the 
Anita  four  room  school  of  McCalniont  township;  and  the  Snyder  Hill 
of  Young  townshi}). 

A  number  of  other  schools  made  considerable  progress  in  bringing 
their  schools  up  to  the  required  standard.  I  believe  this  uniform 
standard  set  by  the  State  will  be  very  helpful  in  imi)roving  the  rural 
schools. 

With  grateful  appreciation  for  the  courtesies  and  assistance  from 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  and  from  teachers,  <lirectors. 
and  the  public  this  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 


JUNTATA  COUNTY— C.  E.  Kautfman. 


A  careful  comparison  of  percentages  of  attendance  in  the  schools 
for  the  years  1015-1(5  and  IDKMT  shows  that  in  every  school  district, 
with  exception  of  three,  there  was  a  very  nuiterial  increase  in  attend- 
ance, even  though  the  schools  did  not  close  till  about  the  first  of  May, 
a  month  later  than  previous  years. 

Two  inferences  nuiy  be  drawn:  First,  the  school  attendance  is 
increased  when  the  oi)ening  of  school  is  deferred  till  the  latter  part 
of  Septend)er  or  the  beginning  of  October  in  rural  districts  at  least ; 
second,  there  is  a  growing  appreciation  of  educational  advantages 
during  a  larger  ])ortion  of  the  year. 

The  organization  and  instruction  in  the  schools  have  been  much 
improved  as  a  result  of  careful  planning  to  follow  intelligently  the 
State  requirements  as  indicated  by  the  official  i)rogram  and  essen- 
tials of  subject-matter  as  outlined  in  the  course  of  study. 

In  order  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  schools,  especial  attention 
was  given  to  inculcation  of  proper  aj>preciation  of  time  element, 
accuracy,  form,  expression,  habits  and  physical  health  and  develo])- 
ment  as  it  touches  actual  living  in  the  i)resent.  In  short,  the  efforts 
and  plans  were  to  vitalize  the  work  of  the  school  by  direct  ai)peal 
to  and  development  of  the  higher  faculties  so  that  there  should  result 
growth  rather  than  j>erfunctory  accumulation. 

In  the  visitation  of  the  schools  of  tlie  county,  a  sincere  effort  was 
made  to  determine  accurately  the  time  ]uipils  were  engaged  in  useful, 
legitinmte  and  relate<1  school  work,  as  well  as  the  manner,  the  motive 
and  the  results  in  training  and  development.  In  some  of  the  schools 
the  waste  of  time  is  ai)palling,  the  habits  of  study  very  unsatisfactory, 
tbe  results  almost  nil. 
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Besides  the  visitation  of  the  schools  the  local  institute  has  been 
i:  valuable  means  of  bringing  about  improvements.  The  county  is 
divided  into  ten  districts.  Each  institute  holds  three  sessions:  A 
general  session  Friday  evening,  consisting  of  music,  two  addresses 
on  timely  educational  to])ics  and  apjtropriate  exercises  by  the  school 
children;  a  Saturday  morning  session,  a  teachers'  session,  devoted  to 
ju'actical  illustrative  work  with  discussions  of  principles,  ways  and 
Tiieans  of  school  administration ;  the  afternoon  sessions  are  general 
in  character  and  close  with  an  evening  lecture  by  a  speaker  of  note 
with  a  worth-while  message. 

The  50th  Annual  Institute  was  held  Nov.  KM 7.  The  cor])s  of  in- 
structors follow : 

Prof.  R.  M.  McNeal,  Department  Public  Instruction ;  Dr.  A.  B. 
\'an  Ornier,  Altoona,  Pa. ;  Mr.  Stanley  R.  Yarnall,  Prin.  Friends' 
Scliool,  Phila. ;  Dr.  L.  AV.  Rapeer,  State  (\)llege;  Dr.  Ezra  Lehman, 
Shippensburg,  C.  V.  S.  X.  S. ;  Dr.  William  L\  Miller,  State  Health 
Department;  Prof.  Yetter,  Musical  Instructor,  Bloomsbui'g;  Miss 
Mary  Rachel  Harris,  Shippensburg. 

The  instruction  given  b}'  the  corps  of  experts  was  helpful,  prac- 
tical, inspirational  to  a  very  mark(^d  degree.  The  musical  instruction 
as  given  by  Prof.  Vetter  left  a  lasting  impression  uj)on  the  scluxds 
of  the  county. 

The  annual  teachers'  institute  is  a  most  heli)ful  means  of  educa- 
tional advancement  and  uplift,  holding  for  the  future  great  possi- 
bilities of  service  of  the  most  vital  interests  for  the  common  school 
system. 

Evening  entertainments:  Pathoscopic  Entertainment;  Sidney  Lan- 
don,  character  studies  of  noted  literary  men ;  Davenny  Festival  Quar- 
tette, The  Bohemian  Girl ;  Tlie  Hayden  Ciuintette;  <ialbraith  Bros. 

The  evening  entertainments  were  of  exceptional  merit,  and  were 
largely  attended  by  appreciative  audiences. 

The  Directors'  Association  was  held  Wednesday,  Nov.  in,  ])ai'tly 
in  conjunction  with  the  county  institute. 

The  business  routine  was  followed  by  the  report  of  tlie  delegates 
to  the  State  Directors'  Association,  followed  by  a<ldresses  by  the  Kev. 
J.  C.  P]ly  and  Dr.  A.  B.  Van  Ormer.  The  attendance  was  rej)resen- 
tative  of  the  county;  a  complimentary  percentage. 

The  ordinary  county  summer  normal  schools  have  passed,  instead 
the  teachers  and  those  i)reparing  to  teach,  are  attending  the  State 
normal  schools  in  increasing  numbers.  The  results  are  that  only 
those  who  have  had  at  least  some  training  in  higher  schools  are  apj)ly- 
ing  for  provisional  certificates.  Prospective  teachers  even  during  the 
first  term   at  a   normal  should   be    given    opportunity    to    observe 
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practice  teaching  of  the  best  order,  if  student-teachers  are  to  profit 
practically  when  they  teach  a  first  term. 

Evidences  of  a  far  better  professional  spirit  is  manifested  among 
many  of  the  teachers.  Better  methods  are  in  vogue,  more  thoughtful 
selection  of  subject  matter  with  discriminating  presentation  mark  a 
distinct  growth  in  the  educational  life  of  the  county.  The  member- 
ship in  the  State  Educational  Association  was  larger  by  a  half  than 
the  enrollment  of  any  previous  year  in  the  history  of  the  county. 

The  growth  of  educational  sentiment  in  the  rural  districts  is  clearly 
shown  by  the  large  increase  of  applicants  for  the  high  school  en- 
trance examinations.  There  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  the 
form,  arrangement,  punctuation,  capitalization,  neatness  and  pen- 
manship of  the  papers  examined.  English  is  receiving  greater  atten- 
tion and  the  results  are  very  encouraging. 

The  higli  schools  have  increased  not  only  in  number  of  students, 
but  also  in  efficiency.  They  are  being  equipped  with  the  appliances 
necessary  for  the  proper  teaching  of  the  sciences,  made  possible  in 
a  great  measure,  by  the  liberal  appropriation  by  the  KState  to  the 
high  schools. 

The  sanitary  conditions  in  the  rural  districts  are  being  improved 
surely  if  slowly,  and  no  doubt  will  be  satisfactorily  solved  in  the  near 
future  through  wise  management  and  cooperation  on  the  part  of  all 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  children.  The  majority  of  the  dis- 
tricts have  installed  modern  heating  and  ventilating  systems. 

Standardization  of  the  schools  has  been  urged  during  the  past  three 
years.  One  rural  school  in  the  county  was  awarded  a  pennant. 
Factors  frequently  beyond  the  power  of  the  teacher  sometimes  rob 
him  of  the  classification  he  richly  merits,  but  under  present  rulings 
no  proper  public  recognition  can  be  accorded  to  the  school. 

The  general  trend  of  educational  movements  is  toward  a  far  better 
status.  With  teachers  receiving  a  more  nearly  adequate  compen- 
sation and  with  a  teachers'  pension  fund  soon  to  become  operative, 
there  will  be  an  increasing  number  of  professional  teachers  wdth  a 
corresponding  improvement  in  school  administration. 

For  helpful  cooperation  and  sympathetic  interest  on  the  part  of 
teachers,  students,  patrons  and  the  public  grateful  acknowledgment 
is  made. 

The  Department  of  Public  Instruction  is  thanked  for  uniform, 
kindly,  courteous  treatment,  and  also  for  wise,  helpful  suggestions 
and  advice. 
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LACKAWANNA  COUNTY— J.  C.  Taylor. 


During  the  month  of  June  we  made  visits  to  only  19  schools. 
Nearly  all  of  our  rural  schools  and  also  some  of  our  graded  and  high 
schools  had  closed  in  May. 

The  great  educational  event  in  the  county  in  June  was  the  final 
examination  of  pupils  in  the  eighth  grade  for  admission  to  high 
schools.  These  examinations  were  held  in  Fell  township,  Carbondale 
township,  Mayfield,  Jermyn,  Elmhurst,  Moscow,  Lackawanna  town- 
ship, Moosic,  Clark's  Summit,  Newton  township,  Waverly,  Dalton, 
and  Greenfield  township,  and  were  taken  by  all  students  in  the  eighth 
grade  in  all  boroughs  and  townships  with  the  exception  of  Vandling 
borough,  Clifton  and  Lehigh  townships. 

The  largest  number  in  the  eighth  grade  in  any  district  was  28,  in 
Clark's  Summit;  Fell  township  had  27.  The  largest  number  of 
eighth  grade  students  examined  in  rural  districts  was  94,  and  the 
total  number  in  graded  and  high  schools  was  178,  making  in  all 
272  pupils  applying  for  entrance  to  high  schools  next  September. 
The  number  admitted  to  high  schools  from  strictly  rural  districts 
was  75  out  of  94;  being  about  80  per  cent,  of  the  number  examined. 
The  number  who  passed  the  examination  in  the  graded  schools  was 
145  out  of  178  examined,  or  about  81  per  cent. 

Some  of  the  reasons  why  a  larger  percentage  of  ]>upils  in  rural  dis- 
tricts did  not  pass  the  final  examinations  for  entrance  to  high  school 
are  these:  1st,  the  short  term  rarely  exceeding  seven  or  eight  months 
is  made  still  shorter  by  the  negligence  of  the  parents  in  allowing  the 
older  children  to  stay  out  of  school  in  the  fall  to  work  on  the  farms. 
This  seems  to  be  everywhere  regarded  as  a  valid  excuse  for  staying 
out  of  school.  In  some  cases,  it  may  be  so ;  for  the  children  must 
help  gather  the  crops,  or  lack  sufficient  food  to  carry  them  through 
the  long  winter.  But  in  a  large  majority  of  cases,  this  is  not  true, 
for  farmers  are  able  to  employ  helj) ;  although  recently  it  has  been 
difficult  to  get  sufficient  laborers  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  farms. 

Another  reason  is  the  frequent  change  of  teachers.  In  many 
schools  teachers  stay  only  one  year.  It  is  difficult  to  prevent  these 
changes,  because  teachers  get  better  salaries  in  cities  and  larger 
towns  than  we  can  afi'ord  to  pay  in  farming  regions.  Here  the  advan- 
tage has  been  increased  by  the  improper  distribution  of  the  State 
fund  for  many  years. 

The  State  is  always  crying  out  through  all  its  channels  of  commu- 
nication for  better  rural  schools,  but  is  doing  nothing  or  next  to 
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nothing  to  produce  them.  Tlie  rural  community  is  naturally  at  a 
disadvantage  wlien  compared  with  boroughs  and  cities  in  the  matter 
of  education.  The  s}»arseness  of  the  population,  the  great  auiount 
of  roads  to  be  kept  in  repair,  the  couiparatively  large  number  of 
teachers  required  to  instruct  the  children,  the  weather  conditions, 
and  other  retarding  features  inherent  in  country  life,  place  a  great 
Itandicap  on  these  schools. 

This  handicap  should  be  removed  by  the  State  bj'  granting  a  larger 
api)roj;riation  to  rural  schools-,  so  that  the  same  rate  of  taxation 
levied  in  cities  and  boroughs  would  give  tlie  rural  school  equal  ad- 
vantages, both  as  to  length  of  term  and  quality  of  teaching  service. 


LANCASTER  COUNTY— Daniel  Fleisher. 


Any  unusual  interruption  in  the  school  work  always  has  an  iu- 
lluence  that  to  some  degree  is  perceptible.  The  enforced  quarantine 
of  last  September  had  a  tendency  to  lessen  the  enthusiasm  and  in- 
terest of  the  teachers  and  the  pupils.  The  general  results  of  the  year 
fell  below  the  standard  attained  in  the  former  years.  This  was 
especially  true  in  some  of  the  rural  districts. 

The  Teachers. 

Our  best  teachers  are  those  who  in  some  way  have  had  s])ecial  train- 
ing for  their  work.  It  is  unfortunate  that  each  year  about  one-tifth 
of  the  teachers  are  inexperienced  and  that  many  of  this  uundter  have 
had  no  real  training  for  the  school  room  duties. 

Those  who  visit  the  schools  and  are  familiar  with  the  real  work 
of  the  teachers  know  that  as  a  body  of  workers  the  men  and  women 
found  in  the  school  room  rank  high  in  eflticiency  and  fidelity.  Nearly 
all  try  to  do  the  best  possible  work.  The  weakness  of  the  teacher  lies 
largely  in  the  lack  of  proper  preparedness.  If  the  compensation 
given  the  teacher  were  such  that  a  liigher  standard  could  justly  be 
demanded  it  would  l)e  a  fortunate  thing  for  the  children. 

Two  years  ago  the  faculty  of  Millersville  Normal  School  kindly 
consented  to  give  special  instruction  in  methods  to  those  teachers  who 
did  not  have  the  advantages  of  a  normal  training.  Tliis  school  was 
kept  open  for  one  week  and  was  well  attended,  not  only  by  the  inex- 
perienced but  also  by  those  who  had  been  teaching  for  some  years. 
The  success  of  the  tirst  year  has  led  to  an  annual  gathering  of  a  simi- 
lar nature. 
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The  regular  .summer  school  conducted  at  Millersville  has  been 
l^'oductive  of  much  good.  Many  teachers  avail  themselves  of  the 
o\  portunity  to  acquire  a  broader  intellectual  training. 

The  t^alaries. 

It  is  a  satisfaction  to  know  that  many  of  our  directors  realized  that 
the  pay  of  teachers  should  be  increased.  All  but  a  few  districts 
voluntarily  have  agreed  to  pay  higher  salaries. 

The  Buildings. 

Ijancaster  county  has  good  school  buildings.  The  neglected  school 
house  is  not  common  in  this  section.  Nearly  all  the  buildings  are 
kept  in  excellent  condition  and  the  interior  is  often  beautiful.  Di- 
rectors and  teachers  are  taking  special  pride  in  making  the  home  of 
the  children  attractive.  Appropriate  tints  cover  the  walls  and  the 
ceilings  and  unsightly  paper  is  a  rarity.  A  campaign  of  education 
has  been  conducted  for  several  years  and  the  results  are  noticed  in 
all  the  districts.  Attention  is  also  paid  to  the"  condition  of  the 
school  grounds.  Additional  land  has  been  bought  in  a  number  of 
cases  in  order  to  afford  better  facilities  for  play  activities.  Sanitary 
systems  of  heating  and  ventilating  are  found  in  the  majority  of  the 
buildings.  The  light  area  of  the  windows  has  been  enlarged,  thus 
permitting  the  children  to  work  under  more  favorable  hygienic  con- 
ditions. 

Standard  Schools. 

The  certificate  and  jiennant  granted  by  the  State  Hoai-d  of  Educa- 
tion has  been  (piite  a  stimulus  in  securing  better  conditions.  Thirty- 
one  of  the  schools  have  reache<l  the  county  standard.  The  ]»ublic  in- 
terest in  the  schools  has  been  increase<l  on  account  of  the  recognition 
given  to  good  physical  conditions  and  to  good  work  on  the  part  of 
tJie  teacher. 

Consolidation. 

To  tlie  progressive  directors  of  Salisbury  townshij*  belongs  the 
credit  of  erecting  the  first  buihliiig  for  tlie  purpose  of  consolidating  a 
]iund)er  of  the  scliools  of  that  district.  The  tine  new  building  at  (raji 
is  now  occupied  by  children  from  six  ditterent  schools  that  were 
closed.  In  other  disti-icts  consolidation  has  also  taken  place  to  a 
limited  degree.  At  three  centers  East  Hem])field  has  been  gradually 
closing  schools  and  consolidating.  Both  directors  and  patrons  are 
\vell  pleased  \\  itli  the  new  plan. 
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Vocational  School.. 

West  Lampeter  township  was  one  of  the  first  districts  in  the  State 
to  establish  a  vocational  school.  So  popnlar  has  been  this  school 
located  at  Lami)eter  that  the  directors  found  it  necessary  to  greatly 
enlarge  the  building  erected  five  years  ago.  The  present  fine  build- 
ing was  dedicated  in  May.  Addresses  were  made  by  Governor  Brum- 
baugh, Hon.  N.  S.  Schaetter,  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  and  members  of  the 
local  board.  The  courses  in  agriculture  and  in  the  home  arts  are 
commending  themselves  to  the  people  of  that  locality. 

The  County  Institute. 

The  effort  on  the  part  of  some  men  made  to  abolish  the  county  in- 
stitute is  unwise  and  unfortunate.  In  this  county  the  annual  gath- 
ering of  the  teachers  is  an  event  that  has  a  far  reaching  influence. 
Besides  the  teachers  who  are  always  eager  for  instruction  and  in- 
spiration, the  thousands  of  patrons  in  attendance  carry  home  many 
valuable  thoughts.     The  whole  county  is  leavened  by  these  meetings. 

The  instructors  at  the  last  institute  were:  Dr.  L.  C.  Lord,  of  Charles- 
ton, 111. ;  Dr.  Francis  H.  Green,  Miss  Margaret  T.  Magnire,  and  Dr. 
J.  George  Becht. 

The  Supervision. 

The  three  very  competent  assistants  have  been  a  great  help  to  tlic 
teachers.  While  the  superintendent  has  eacli  year  visited  every 
teacher  of  the  county,  the  assistants  have  been  able  to  pay  especial 
attention  to  the  inexperienced.  As  many  as  four  visits  have  been 
made  to  some  of  the  young  teachers. 

New  Buildings. 

During  the  year  East  Earl  and  East  Lampeter  townships  erected 
a  modern  rural  building  in  their  respective  districts.  The  new  build- 
ing at  Lititz  is  nearing  completion.  This  will  be  the  finest  building 
in  the  county  and  will  represent  an  outlay  of  |100,000.  It  will  be 
modern  in  every  respect. 


LAWREN(^E  COUNTY— R.  G.  LESLIE. 


As  a  result  of  active  industrial  conditions,  tht  re  has  been  an  in- 
crease in  the  enrollment  of  the  schools  of  this  county.  The  increase 
has  been  greatest  in  those  districts  surrounding  the  industrial  cen- 
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ters.  Bessemer  borough  and  Mahoning  township  each  opened  a  new 
room,  i^cott  townsliip  reopened  a  school.  In  some  of  the  other  dis- 
tricts tlie  schools  A\ere  crowded. 

Bessemer  borough  voted  a  bond  issue.  They  will  erect  a  new 
modern  building  to  displace  their  present  inadequate  buildings  and 
to  provide  for  their  rapidly  growing  population. 

IMilaski  township  is  erecting  a  tAvo-room  brick  building  to  replace 
the  building  destroyed  by  fire. 

Union  township  comjdeted  a  modern  one-roou)  building  to  take  the 
place  of  an  old  frame  building.  This  new  building  was  occupied 
February  1st.  This  township  also  began  the  erection  of  a  four-room 
building  which  will  be  opened  at  the  beginning  of  next  term  and  will 
relieve  the  congested  condition  in.  a  rapidly  growing  section.  It  will 
be  of  modern  fireproof  construction  with  a  well  lighted  and  ventilated 
basement,  and  is  built  so  as  to  admit  of  the  addition  of  units  of  four 
rooms  until  a  building  of  twenty  or  twenty-four  rooms  is  completed. 
This  building  is  located  on  a  splendid  school  grounds  of  three  acres. 
The  directors  of  this  district  are  wisely  looking  to  the  future  as  well 
as  providing  excellent  conditions  for  the  present. 

Wilmington  township  made  a  great  improvement  at  the  Fay  school 
by  the  addition  of  one  acre  to  the  plaj'  grounds  at  that  school. 

With  few  exceptions  very  good  work  was  done  by  our  teachers. 
Tliey  were  somewhat  hindered  by  the  late  opening  of  the  schools  on 
account  of  the  quarantine,  and  in  some  districts,  near  the  close  of  the 
term  by  cases  of  smallpox. 

!r^eventy-four  teachers  held  ]>rovisional  certificates.  Fifty  of  these 
liad  no  previous  experience.  Fifty  teachers  held  professional  certifi- 
cates. Eleven  held  pernmnent  certificates.  Six  held  special  certifi- 
cates. Fifty-five  were  graduates  of  normal  schools.  Nine  were  grad- 
uates of  colleges. 

Man}'  of  our  teachers  attended  summer  schools.  Some  attending 
the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  others  State  College,  Grove  City  Col- 
lege and  Geneva  College. 

Some  districts  in  order  that  their  boys  and  girls  may  have  teachei-s 
with  the  skill  and  training  that  the  teachers  of  the  boys  and  girls  of 
the  city  have,  are  paying  more  than  the  minimum  salary.  Bessemer 
borough  paid  an  average  of  .f52.15  per  month,  Chewton  Independent 
S52.50,  Edenburg  Independent  |52.50,  Enon  Borough  -fCO.OO,  Taylor 
township  .1^55.00,  South  New  Castle  borough  fOO.OO,  Pulaski  township 
151.82,  Union  township  fSl.lO.  These  districts  have  been  able  to 
secure  and  retain  to  a  greater  extent  teachers  with  training  and 
experience. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-seven  pupils  passed  the  eighth  grade  ex- 
amination and  were  recommended  for  high  school.    Very  good  work 
was  done  in  the  nine  higli  scliools  of  the  county. 
7 
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Corn  and  potato  growing  contests  were  conducted  throngh  the 
schools  by  the  county  superintendent,  Grange  and  Farm  Bureau.. 
These  contests  were  highly  successful.  Through  the  liberality  of  the 
Pittsburgh,  Butler  and  Harmony  Street  Eailway  Co.,  the  contestants 
were  given  a  free  trip  to  Pittsburgh,  where  under  competent  guides 
a  day  was  spent  in  visiting  many  of  the  interesting  places  of  that 
city.  The  contest  closed  with  an  exhibition  of  corn  and  potatoes  at 
the  farm  products  show  in  New  Castle.  Prizes  to  the  amount  of 
several  hundred  dollars  were  awarded.  Among  the  larger  prizes 
were:  Lawrence  Savings  and  Trust  Company,  $75.00  in  gold;  Cooper 
and  Butler,  .f^TS.OO  in  gold ;  Westminster  College,  one  year's  tuition ; 
New  Castle  Business  College,  fifty-dollar  scholarship ;  Pomona 
Grange,  trip  to  State  College  for  Farmers'  Week. 

School  savings  were  established  in  three  schools  during  the  term. 
This  proved  quite  successful.  From  the  time  of  establisliment  until 
the  close  of  the  term  these  schools  saved  |208.65. 

With  one  or  two  exceptions  all  the  schools  of  the  county  were 
visited  twice  and  many  were  visited  three  or  four  times.  A  few,  where 
special  help  was  needed,  were  visited  frequently.  Assistant  Super- 
intendent Shields  has  proved  to  be  an  expert  supervisor  and  the 
schools  of  the  county  have  received  closer  supervision  during  the  past 
year  than  ever  before. 

Dr.  C.  D.  Koch  gave  valuable  help  and  suggestions  while  inspecting 
the  high  schools. 

Prof.  H.  C.  Fetterolf  gave  us  valuable  help  in  the  matter  of  agri- 
cultural work  in  the  schools  of  the  county. 

The  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  the  auditorium  of  the 
New  Castle  high  school,  Sept.  4th  to  8th.  Every  teacher  in  the  county 
was  enrolled.  The  instructors  were:  Dr.  Edward  Howard  Griggs, 
New  York  City  ;  Dr.  William  E.  Chancellor,  Wooster,  Ohio  ;  Dr.  Frank 
E.  Baker,  Edinboro,  Pa. ;  Dr.  William  C.  Miller,  State  Department  of 
Health;  Prof.  Thomas  W.  Jones,  musical  director;  Miss  Leta  Johns, 
accompanist.  Entertainment  was  furnished  by  the  Davenny  Quar- 
tette. 

The  fourteenth  annual  convention  of  school  directors  of  Lawrence 
county  was  held  in  the  court  house  December  15  and  16.  This  proved 
to  be  one  of  the  most  interesting  conventions  yet  held.  The  in- 
structors were:  Dr.  Arthur  Holmes,  State  College,  Pa.;  Prof.  Lester 
S.  Ivans,  Kent,  Ohio ;  Prof.  H.  C.  Fetterolf,  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction ;  Supt.  Dallas  W.  Armstrong,  Venango  county,  and 
Supt.  Geo.  A.  Dickson,  New  Castle. 

In  conclusion  we  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  hel]), 
counsel  and  advice  so  freely  given  by  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction. 
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LEBANON  COUNTY — John  \\.  Suoke. 


The  schools  of  Lebanon  connty  have  closed  one  of  the  most  success- 
fnl  terms  in  their  history.  The  teachers  and  directors  have  worked 
in  perfect  harmony  and  all  have  performed  their  work  most  faith- 
fully. The  delay  in  the  opening  of  the  schools  last  fall  which  was 
due  to  the  State- wide  quarantine  and  having  caused  our  schools  to 
close  one  month  later  last  spring,  proved  the  fact  that  all  our  rural 
schools  might  be  open  during  eight  months. 

1  have  always  contended  that  the  country  child  has  not  received 
a  square  deal  in  the  provisions  of  our  late  School  Code  so  far  as  the 
l(>ngth  of  term  and  compulsory  attendance  are  concerned.  The  coun- 
try child  should  be  in  school  as  many  days  in  a  year  as  the  city 
child.  I  hope  the  people  in  the  country  will  before  long  realize  the 
fallac}^  of  spending  thousands  of  dollars  in  the  erection  of  school 
buildings,  equipping  them,  buying  textbooks  and  supplies,  etc.,  and 
then  have  these  buildings  closed  and  the  school  machinery  at  a  stand- 
still for  nearly  one-half  of  the  year. 

The  new  high  school  building  in  Myerstown  was  completed  and 
the  grading  of  the  grounds  completed  last  fall.  The  building  was 
dedicated  with  imposing  ceremonies.  The  principal  dedicatory  ad- 
dresses were  delivered  by  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction,  and  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Secretary  of  the  State  Board 
of  Education.  This  is  the  finest  public  school  building  in  the  county, 
its  erection  reflects  more  than  ordinaiy  credit  upon  the  community 
and  especially  upon  the  directors  under  whose  supervision  it  was 
erected.  East  Hanover  district  erected  a  one-room  rural  school  build- 
ing upon  one  acre  of  ground  donated  by  Mr.  M.  S.  Hershey,  the 
great  chocolate  manufacturer  of  Hershey,  Pa.  This  is  beyond  ques- 
tion one  of  the  finest  rural  school  buildings  in  Lebanon  county.. 

In  the  majority  of  our  districts  the  improvements  of  our  school 
properties  continued  to  receive  attention.  Modern  system  of  heating 
and  ventilating  have  been  installed  in  many  of  our  rural  school  build- 
ings. Many  of  our  toilets  have  been  rebuilt  and  I  am  glad  to  report 
that  the  unsightly  and  unsanitary  water  closet  is  fast  disappearing. 

In  my  judgment  the  teacher  is  the  principal  factor  in  any  system 
of  schools.  Therefore,  the  most  important  function  of  a  school  board 
is  the  selection  of  its  teachers.  With  very'  few  exceptions  this  work 
was  done  with  the  greatest  care  and  caution.  We  had  fifty-three  (53) 
teachers  employed  who  held  provisional  certificates  and  the  majority 
of  these  are  graduates  of  our  high  schools  and  had  attended  normal 
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schools  before  they  began  to  teach.  Salaries  were  advanced  in  most 
of  our  districts.  This  is  absolutely  essential.  With  thc'  unusual  ad- 
vance in  the  cost  of  living  and  the  inducements  ottered  in  our  various 
industrial  establishments  for  earning  much  more  money  than  by 
teaching  there  is  no  alternative  for  a  school  board  who  wishes  to 
employ  professionally  prepared  and  experienced  teachers.  They 
must  advance  salaries. 

Our  teachers  were  more  alert  to  the  best  interests  of  the  schools 
than  they  were  ever  before.  Quite  many  attended  summer  schools. 
Every  teacher  holding  the  jjrovisional  certificate  excepting  one,  and 
at  least  a  score  of  those  holding  the  higher  grade  certificates,  together 
with  the  county  superintendent  and  his  assistant,  attended  the 
School  of  Methods  for  the  entire  wc^k  conducted  at  the  Millersville 
State  Normal  School.  Our  teachers  are  expending  each  year  more 
iv.oney  for  educational  journals,  professional  books  and  helps  for 
teaching,  thus  continuing  to  grow  professionally  Avhile  in  service. 

Most  of  the  schools  were  visited  five  times  b}'  the  superintendents. 
In  connection  with  the  general  work  done  during  these  visits  Prof. 
H.  C.  Moyer,  the  assistant  county  superintendent,  made  a  careful 
surve}'  of  the  grounds,  buildings,  toilets,  etc.,  in  his  first  visit.  He 
gave  a  general  report  of  his  survey  at  the  annual  session  of  the 
County  Directors'  Association.  During  the  last  visits  both  superin- 
tendents gave  many  tests  in  various  branches,  especially  in  reading, 
spelling,  arithmetic,  and  English.  In  the  majority  of  instances  the 
results  of  these  tests  were  highly  satisfactory.  Both  superintendents 
have  a  strong  conviction  that,  next  to  character  building,  the  truest 
test  of  thorough  and  efficient  teaching  is  a  complete  mastery  of  the 
branches  comprising  the  school  curriculum.  Therefore,  we  continue 
the  practice  of  ascertaining  how  thoroughly  these  branches  are  mas- 
tered which  can  be  done  only  by  testing  the  work  of  the  pupils. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  at  Lebanon,  October  16-20, 
1916.  Every  teacher  in  the  county  was  in  attendance  during  all  the 
sessions  of  the  institute.  The  instructors  were:  Drs.  P.  M.  Harbold, 
Smith  Burnham,  E.  B.  Bryan,  C.  C.  Ellis,  and  Edward  Howard 
Griggs.  Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder  had  charge  of  the  music.  On  Tuesday 
evening  Prof.  Louis  Williams  gave  an  illustrated  lecture  on  ''Wonders 
of  Electricity",  on  Wednesday  evening  Dr.  Griggs  gave  an  inspiring 
lecture  on  "The  Protest  Against  Economic  Wrong",  basing  his  dis- 
course on  "Hauptmann's  Weavers" ;  on  Thursday  evening  the  Adel- 
phia  Concert  Artists  gave  a  very  fine  concert.  The  institute  was  one 
of  the  best  ever  held  in  our  county. 

The  Directors'  Association  convened  at  Lebanon  on  December  1st 
and  2nd.  1916.  The  attendance  was  not  as  good  as  it  was  in  former 
years,  although  many  of  the  districts  had  a  full  attendance.  Xo 
earnest  school  director  can  afford  to  miss  this  convention.     One  of 
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the  most  iuteresting  features  of  the  tirst  day's  program  was  a  report 
of  the  State  Directors'  Convention  very  ably  given  by  Mrs.  E.  L. 
Bleistein,  a  director  from  Myerstown.  The  instructors  were:  Drs. 
Ambrose  L.  Suhrie,  University  of  I*eunsylvania ;  Samuel  E.  Weber, 
Superintendent  of  the  Schools  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  and  Supt.  E.  M. 
Balsbaugh,  Lebanon,  Pa.  All  gave  the  most  practical  instruction. 
In  conclusion,  both  the  assistant  superintendent  and  myself  desire 
to  extend  sincere  thanks  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
for  their  wise  counsel,  to  the  press  of  the  county  for  its  intiuence  and 
support,  to  the  directors  and  teachers  for  their  loyal  and  faithful 
cooperation  and  to  all  those  who  have  in  any  way  contributed  to  the 
welfare  of  our  public  schools. 


LEHIGH  COUNTY   -Alvin  Kupp. 


Another  year  has  come  and  gone.  During  tliis  tiuie  we  had  to  con- 
tend with  a  great  many  difficulties.  The  tirst  that  stared  us  in  the 
face  most  seriously  came  at  the  veiy  beginning  of  the  term  with  the 
closing  of  the  schools  for  the  first  month  on  account  of  infantile 
f>aralysis  which  was  then  prevalent. 

This  seems  to  have  placed  almost  everj-thing  in  a  position  of  un- 
certainty even  after  the  schools  were  started.  There  was  an  atmos- 
phere of  indifference  for  some  time  and  no  sincere  earnestness  in 
pushing  the  work.  Many  of  the  schools  lost  time  even  after  they 
had  started,  though  some  of  the  schools  made  u])  the  time  at  the  end 
of  the  term,  and  succeeded  pretty  Avell  in  maintaining  interest.  There 
was  also  considerable  local  sickness  which  interfered  with  the  suc- 
cess of  man}'  of  the  schools.  This  was  my  twenty-fourth  year  as 
superintendent  of  this  county  and  yet  in  all  this  time  we  never  had 
to  contend  witli  uncertainties  so  much  as  this  year.  Though  the 
weather  was  not  so  severe  as  it  was  during  others  years  yet  our 
attendance  was  far  from  being  as  regular  at  is  sliould  have  been. 

The  schools  of  Slatington  were  very  seriously  handicapped  by  a 
fire  which  destroyed  the  high  school  building  one  afternoon  while 
the  schools  were  in  session.  This  greatly  inconvenienced  the  schools 
because  they  were  already  about  eight  rooms  short  and  were  then 
engaged  in  the  erection  of  a  new  building.  After  the  fire  they  secured 
rooms  as  best  they  could  to  accommodate  the  schools.  We  hope  by 
the  opening  of  the  next  term  to  have  things  in  better  shape  in  Slating- 
ton. 
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A  new  one-room  brick  bnilding  was  erected  in  Upper  Macungie 
township. 

South  Whitehall  township  built  a  one-room  addition  to  Kratzer's 
school  house. 

At  the  close  of  the  term  we  held  the  usual  number  of  eighth  grade 
examinations  and  granted  144  certificates  for  entrance  into  high 
schools.  Nearly  all  of  these  will  enter  high  schools  at  the  o])ening 
of  the  next  term  either  in  their  own  or  neighboring  districts. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  October  lOth. 
Every  teacher  was  in  attendance.  The  interest  of  the  teachers,  the 
perfect  attendance,  and  the  practical  nature  of  the  instruction  made 
the  meetings  very  successful. 

The  usual  number  of  local  institutes  was  held  immediately  after 
the  opening  of  the  last  term  and  they  were  well  attended  both  by 
the  teachers  and  the  citizens  of  the  community.  The  interest  inani- 
fested  by  the  teachers  was  most  excellent. 


LUZERNE  COUNTY— Frank  P.  Hopper. 


Despite  the  many  hindrances  to  our  school  work  this  year — the 
late  start,  the  enlistment  of  many  of  our  male  teachers,  and  the  prev- 
alence of  some  contagious  diseases — the  work  has  been  very  satis< 
factory.  The  teaching  force,  the  supervising  principals,  the  school 
directors  and  patrons,  the  superintendent  and  his  assistants,  all 
manifested  a  special  interest  in  the  schools  with  telling  results. 

During  the  year  I  made  1,168  school  visitations  and  found  only 
two  or  three  teachers  who  w^ere  not  doing  good  work.  The  failures 
noted  were  not  due  to  lack  of  scholarship  on  the  part  of  the  teachers, 
but  to  their  indifference  to  the  work  and  lack  of  ability  to  discipline 
properly.  Each  one  of  my  assistants  covered  his  territory  about 
three  times,  remaining  in  the  rooms  long  enough  to  inspect  the  work 
carefully  and  to  offer  suggestions  where  help  was  needed.  A  great 
deal  of  the  time  of  the  superintendent  and  his  assistants  was  taken 
up  in  helping  the  teachers  to  follow  the  new  county  course  of  study. 
This  course,  which  is  based  on  the  State  syllabus,  was  w^ell  received 
by  the  educational  factors  of  the  county. 

During  the  year  the  teachers  read  for  their  personal  improvement 
Klapfer's  ^'^Teaching  the  Children  to  Read",  Evan's  "Growing  a  Life" 
and  Wenzlafl's  "The  Mental  Man."  The  teachers  discussed  these 
books  in  their  district  meetings  and  they  proved  a  source  of  great 
help  to  them  in  their  daily  routine  of  school  work. 
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The  coimty  institute  was  held  in  Ireni  Temple,  Wilkes-Barre,  dur- 
ing the  week  beginning  Monday,  Oct.  30th.  There  were  1,351  teachers 
enrolled.  The  instructors  were:  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  State  Supt. 
of  Public  Instruction ;  Dr.  Francis  B.  Pearson,  State  Supt.  of  Public 
Instruction,  Columbus,  O. ;  Dr.  Charles  T.  Grawn,  Pres.  Central  State 
Normal  School,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Mich. ;  Dr.  Chas.  T.  McParlane,  Colum- 
bia University,  New  York  City,  and  Supt.  Reed  B.  Teitrich,  Harris- 
burg.  The  music  was  in  charge  of  l*rof.  Kobt.  J.  McDowell,  I'itts- 
burgh.  The  teachers  were  very  attentive  and  derived  a  great  deal  of 
benefit  from  the  instruction. 

The  Luzerne  County  School  Directors'  Association  met  in  Wilkes- 
Barre,  Jan.  IS,  1917.  The  speakers  were:  Dr.  Edwin  E.  Sparks,  Presi- 
dent of  State  College ;  Prof.  Chas.  H.  Albert,  of  the  Bloomsburg  State 
Normal  School,  and  John  M.  Miles,  Pres.  of  the  Association.  The 
meeting  was  well  attended  and  was  considered  a  very  helpful  one. 

There  has  been  the  usual  amount  of  building  in  the  county  this 
year  to  meet  the  rapid  growth  in  population.  Some  of  the  rural 
townships  intend  to  start  vocational  high  schools.  Kingston  town- 
ship has  a  new  building  under  way  for  this  purpose  and  others  are 
expected  to  get  in  line  soon. 

To  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  teaching  force,  the 
supervising  {>rincipals,  the  district  superintendents  who  send  their 
teachers  to  our  county  institute,  the  patrons,  the  school  directors  and 
the  public  press  I  extend  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  helpful  coopera- 
tion. 


LYCOMING  COUNTY— G.  B.  Milnor. 


Throughout  the  year  unusual  inlerest  was  manifested  in  the  work 
of  the  schools  on  the  part  of  pupils,  patrons  and  directors.  Consid- 
erable increase  was  noted  in  the  number  of  educational  and  com- 
munity meetings  held,  amount  of  money  raised  for  school  improve- 
ment, number  of  ]»atrons  visiting  the  schools,  library  books  added 
and  pupils  perfect  in  attendance  and  ]>unctuality. 

Through  the  efforts  of  pupils,  teachers,  patrons  and  directors  by 
means  of  entertainments  and  school  socials  over  |4,00()  was  raised 
for  exterior  and  interior  school  improvement  and  was  expended  for 
school  decorations,  libraries,  pictures,  playground  apparatus,  etc. 
Over  350  educational  meetings  and  27  local  institutes  were  held, 
reaching  the  schools  in  every  part  of  the  county.     In  addition  to 
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the  nsnal  program  contests  in  the  ehMiientary  hranches  for  pupils 
piroved  an  interesting  and  profitable  feature  at  numy  of  these  gath- 
erings. The  number  of  special  school  exercises  held  during  the  year 
was  830 ;  the  number  of  visits  reported,  4,500 ;  the  number  of  books 
added  to  the  school  libraries,  1,1 10;  the  number  of  pupils  perfect  in 
attendance  and  punctuality,  938;  the  number  perfect  for  three  years, 
103. 

The  county  debating  contest  was  conducted  during  the  year,  the 
high  schools  from  Jersey  Shore,  Picture  Kocks,  Muncy,  Montgomery, 
South  Williamsport  and  Hughesville  taking  part.  The  team  from 
the  Picture  Rocks  high  school  won  in  the  final  contest. 

A  second  annual  spelling  contest  was  held  in  Williamsport  in  Ai)ril 
when  the  best  spellers  in  each  district  were  assembled  and  prizes  to 
tlie  amount  of  $75  awarded  in  oral  and  written  tests. 

Under  the  superviison  of  R.  H.  Pell,  ("ounty  xVgriculturist,  th-' 
teachers  co-operating,  two  potato  and  four  corn  chd)s  were  organized. 
Sixty  i»ui;ils  were  enrolled  in  this  work  and  prizes  amounting  to 
.t;40()  awarded. 

The  monthly  meetings  of  the  Teachers'  Exchange  were  well  at- 
tended. A  nund»er  of  new  books  were  reviewed  and  plans  for  the 
work  of  the  year  arranged.  Among  the  speakers  who  addressed  the 
meetings  were :  Supt.  F.  W.  Robbius,  of  Williamsport ;  Prof.  O.  H. 
Bakeless,  Bloomsburg ;  Principal  Charles  Lose,  Lock  Haven,  and  Dr. 
Byron  W.  King,  Pittsburgh. 

A  very  successful  meeting  of  the  County  Teachers'  Association 
was  held  at  Vallamont  in  February.  Among  the  special  speakers 
for  the  meeting  were:  Miss  Rena  Frankenberger,  Supervisor  of  Draw- 
ing, Williamsport;  R.  H.  Bell,  County  Agriculturist;  Dr.  Willianj 
C.  Miller,  of  Harrisburg,  and  Dr.  Byron  W.  King.  An  interesting 
feature  of  the  occasion  was  the  final  county  debate  between  the  Pic- 
ture Rocks  and  Jersey  Shore  high  schools. 

The  success  of  the  county  institute  was  due  largely  to  the  excel- 
lent instruction  given  by  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Dr.  Lincoln  W.  Hul- 
Icy,  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Miss  Margaret  Maguire  and  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter. 
The  Directors'  Day  meeting  was  largely  attended.  At  this  meeting 
several  questions  were  ably  discussed  by  Directors  Harry  P.  Keyte, 
].  R.  Fleming,  Dr.  J.  L.  Mansuy  and  Dr.  Kenneth  Wood. 

Excellent  instruction  was  given  at  the  County  Directors'  Conven- 
tion by  Dr.  J.  L.  McBrien,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and  Supt.  J.  W. 
Snoke,  of  Lebanon.  Reports  of  the  State  Directors'  Convention  were 
given  by  Harry  P  Keyte,  Robert  Bair  and  P.  J.  Stine. 

During  the  j^ear  the  following  schools  were  standardized  according 
to  the  requirements  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction:  Eagle, 
Mill  Creek  and  Grand  View  in  Loyalsock  township.  Bastress  in  Bas- 
tress,  Waterville  in  Cummings,  Clintonville  and  Muncy  Station  in 
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Cliiiloii,  Strykei'  in  Lower  Fairfieltl,  Slate  Kun  in  Brown,  Laurel 
Ividye  in  Washinj-ton,  Loyalsoek  and  Fairfield  Center  in  rpi)er  Fair- 
field. I'oint  in  Shrewsbury,  Canunal  and  Okonie  in  McHenry,  James- 
town in  Limestone,  INInncy  Creek  in  Penii,  Perrj^sville  in  Lycoming, 
Pennsdale  in  Mnncy  township,  Bottle  Eiin  in  Old  Lycoming,  Chest- 
nut Grove  in  (lamhle,  Iva  in  Pine  and  Salem^in  Jctrdan. 

In  conclusion  i  wish  to  thank  the  patrons,  teachers  and  directors  of 
llie  county,  the  i)ublic  ]>ress  and  the  Department  of  I'ublic  Insti-uc- 
tion  for  their  cooperation  and  assistance  during  the  year. 


McKEAN  COUNTY— C.  W.  Lillibridge. 


I'upils  and  teachers  in  our  public  schools  labored  under  serious 
disadvantages  during  the  past  school  year.  The  late  date  set  for  the 
opening  of  the  schools  caused  many  of  our  districts  to  shorten  the 
term  from  two  weeks  to  one  month.  The  late  date  set  for  the  begin- 
ning of  school  also  disrupted  many  of  the  plans  already  laid  by 
teachers  and  the  superintendent.  The  schools  had  hardly  opened 
when  an  epidemic  of  measles  began  which  did  not  cease  until  prac- 
tically every  school  in  the  county  had  suffered  greatly  by  reason  of 
the  quarantine  of  pupils  during  the  year.  The  closing  weeks  of  the 
borough  schools  and  also  of  the  townships  having  nine  mouths  terms 
Avere  also  more  or  less  broken  by  reason  of  the  request  made  by  public 
(;fficials  and  the  response  thereto  that  farm  boys  and  girls  be  i)er- 
mitted  to  leave  school  for  farm  work.  While  we  can  say  that  our 
schools  have  not  deteriorated  during  the  past  year  yet  it  is  im])os- 
sible  to  report  that  advance  in  school  work  in  the  county  that  has 
featured  previous  years. 

Rural  Schools. 

The  efficienc}'  of  the  rural  schools  of  a  county  can  best  be  deter- 
mined by  the  conditions  of  the  rural  ungraded  country  school.  The 
borough  schools  in  nearly  all  instances  are  in  good  condition. 

We  believe  our  rural  schools  to  compare  favorably  with  any  in  the 
State.  Nine  of  our  fifteen  townships  have  a  schedule  of  salaries  which 
compare  favorably  with  the  borough  schools.  As  a  result  many  of 
the  best  teachers  in  the  countj^  are  found  in  tlie  rural  schools.  Wef- 
n-ore  and  Hamlin  townships  pay  an  average  salary  of  150  per  month. 
The  first  named  has  five  pro\isional  and  nine  i)rofessional  cei-tificates. 
Kamlin  has  seven  provisional  and  nine  permanents.  NorAvich  town- 
sliip  with  three  |40  dollar  certificates  and  ten  |50  certificates  pays  an 
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average  salary  per  month  of  .*ifG4  while  Keating  with  five  |40  certifi- 
cates and  eleven  |50  certificates  pays  a  salary  of  f59  per  month. 
Foster  and  Hamilton  pay  eqnally  as  well  bnt  exact  statistics  are  not 
at  hand. 

The  rnral  schools  are  still  using  a  county  course  of  study  based  on 
the  syllabus  prepared  by  the  State  Department.  The  course  of  study 
presents  a  definite  amount  of  work  to  be  covered  each  month  of  the 
school  year.  We  feel  that  this  definite  outline  of  the  work  together 
with  the  suggestions  as  to  method  makes  for  efticienc}^  in  tlie  rural 
schools.  The  directors  in  the  townships  are  generally  men  who 
desire  to  give  the  farm  boys  and  girls  the  best  possible  school  ad- 
vantages regardless  of  a  little  expense.  As  a  result  the  greater  num- 
ber of  our  rural  schools  have  been  well  lighted  and  equipped  for 
school  purposes. 

One  test  of  the  efficiency  of  the  rural  school  is  the  number  of  eighth 
grade  pupils  who  yearly  finish  the  eighth  year  of  study  and  receive  a 
county  diploma  and  certificate  of  preparation  for  high  school.  In  this 
respect  our  rural  schools  do  good  work.  During  the  last  school  year 
178  of  our  rural  pupils,  approximately  4,400  pupils  being  enrolled  in 
the  township  schools,  were  successful  in  these  final  eighth  grade  ex- 
aminations. Eighty-six  percent,  of  those  recommended  to  the  super- 
intendent for  the  examinations  were  successful.  Many  of  these  pupils 
will  take  up  work  in  one  of  the  six  high  schools  of  the  first  class 
located  in  the  boroughs  of  the  county.  It  is  found  that  the  work  of 
such  pupils  is  generally  of  a  very  acceptable  character. 

Certification  of  Teachers. 

Our  teachers  are  constantly  manifesting  a  desire  to  obtain  higher 
grade  certificates.  Many  are  fitting  themselves  for  pernuinent  State 
certificates  by  attending  Grove  City  or  State  College  summer  schools 
for  teachers.  Our  schools  also  receive  annually  a  fair  quota  of  those 
who  have  finished  the  regular  courses  prescribed  for  State  normal 
schools.  Approximately-  one-half  of  our  teachers  are  holding  perman- 
ent certificates.  Of  the  remainder  fifty-three  hold  provisional  certifi- 
cates while  seventy-two  possess  professional  licenses. 

Attendance  of  Pupils. 

For  many  years  the  pupils  of  the  county  have  generally  shown  a 
keen  interest  in  the  matter  of  a  high  standard  of  school  attendance. 
This  interest  has  been  aroused  by  means  of  term  certificates  for  per- 
f(;ct  attendance,  and  rivalry  between  schools  and  grades  in  the  same 
buildings.  In  the  township  schools  there  were  two  hundred  sixty- 
nine  pupils  who  had  perfect  attendance  for  the  j^ear.     This  number 
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means  that  six  pupils  of  every  one  hundred  enrolled  attended  every 
day  of  the  school  year.  A  much  larger  number  missed  but  one  or 
two  days  because  of  floods,  blizzards  or  temporary  illness. 

The  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  county  is  better  than  ninety- 
two  per  cent.  In  explanation  we  desire  to  add  that  our  teachers  are 
instructed  in  making  out  their  monthly  and  term  attendance  to  make 
allowance  for  those  pupils  who  have  been  prevented  from  attending 
school  for  a  period  of  live  or  more  consecutive  days  by  reason  of  ill- 
ness or  quarantine.  Such  pupils  are  considered  as  having  belonged 
to  the  school  the  number  of  days  in  the  school  month  less  the  time 
they  were  unable  to  attend  because  of  illness  or  quarantine. 

Educational  Meetings. 

The  usual  number  of  educational  meetings  has  been  held  during 
the  year.  The  county  institute  was  up  to  standard.  The  instructors 
for  that  occasion — K.  E.  Lee,  Mae  E.  Schreiber  and  John  Davidson — 
proved  to  be  institute  leaders  of  more  than  usual  merit. 

Nine  local  teachers'  meetings  were  largely  atended  by  the  teachers 
and  patrons  of  the  respective  districts. 

School  Improvements. 

Efforts  are  being  made  from  year  to  year  by  the  several  boards  of 
directors  to  make  our  school  buildings,  many  of  which  were  con- 
structed 3^ears  ago  when  school  architecture  was  but  little  developed, 
as  fit  as  possible  for  school  purposes. 

In  this  report  we  shall  mention  the  following  improvements:  The 
school  buildings  and  grounds  of  Wetmore  township  were  given  a 
thorough  renovating  and  overhauling.  The  buildings  at  Kanesholm 
and  Eriscon  were  fitted  with  chemical  closets  and  boys'  and  girls' 
cloak  rooms. 

Keating  township  combined  two  of  their  schools  and  constructed 
a  well  equipped  rural  school  at  Coleville. 

At  Wrights  in  Liberty  tow^iship,  a  fine  two-room  school  takes  the 
J  dace  of  an  inadequate  one-room  building.  The  new  building  has 
splendid  school  facilities. 

Port  Allegany  borough  established  an  Agricultural  Department  in 
connection  with  the  local  high  school.  Several  rooms  in  the  high 
school  basement  were  equipped  for  the  purpose  at  a  cost  of  several 
thousand  dollars.  This  department  is  doing  efficient  work  in  that 
section. 

Bradford  township  built  at  South  Bradford  a  two-room  building 
at  a  cost  of  .^10,000.  This  building  has  been  equipped  for  school  pur- 
poses by  the  school  board  at  considerable  expense  and  stands  as  one 
cf  the  best  two-room  school  buildings  in  the  State.     A  ladies'  club 
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has  since  piircbased  folding  chairs,  pictui-es  and  a  piano  for  Ihis 
building  which  is  being  used  as  a  social  center  for  the  community. 

Boys'  and  Girls'  Clubs. 

Under  the  leadership  of  the  County  Farm  Agent  and  the  Superin- 
tendent many  of  the  boj^s  and  girls  of  the  schools  have  enrolled  in 
club  work  of  various  kinds.  The  three  that  are  being  emphasized  at 
present  are  pig  feeding,  poultry  raising  and  gardening. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  and  coopera- 
tion of  the  teachers,  patrons,  directors,  the  newspapers  of  the  county 
and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


MERCER  COUNTY— H.  E.  McConnell. 


This  has  been  rather  a  difficult  year  in  which  to  operate  schools: 
The  State  quarantine  for  infantile  paralysis  delayed  the  opening  of 
schools,  the  effect  of  which  seemed  to  have  been  felt  throughout  the 
entire  school  year.  The  shortage  of  teachers  also  crippled  our  work 
somewhat.  It  was  with  great  difficulty  that  we  were  able  to  keep  all 
our  schools  supplied.  The  scarcity  of  teachers  permitted  some  to 
enter  the  profession  who  could  otherwise  not  have  been  permitted  to 
do  so. 

We  have  nothing  but  the  highest  praise  for  our  teachers  as  a  body. 
While  we  have  some  poor  teachers,  and  sometimes  very  poor  teaching, 
yet  the  spirit  in  which  the  large  number  of  our  teachers  is  working 
is  fine.  The  unity  and  harmony  existing  between  teachers  and  super- 
intendent makes  the  work  pleasant.  Our  school  boards,  in  the  main, 
have  been  faithful  and  true  to  their  work. 

It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  management  to  secure  a  closer  co-opera- 
tion among  the  various  factors,  teachers,  directors,  parents  and  pup- 
ils. The  County  Institute,  the  Directors'  Convention,  Local  Institutes, 
Patrons'  Day,  Bird  and  Arbor  Day,  Farm  and  Home  Day,  the  pulpit 
and  the  press  have  given  valuable  assistance  in  helping  to  bring  about 
this  much  needed  cooperation. 

In  order  to  systematize  and  facilitate  the  work,  the  State  Course 
of  Study  Avas  outlined,  grade  by  grade,  month  by  month,  for  the 
teachers,  which  has  helped  to  make  the  work  more  uniform  and 
thorough.  Four  of  our  schools  reached  the  county  standard  within 
the  past  school  year.    Others  will  come  in  this  year. 
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The  Boys'  and  Girls'  Clnb  Avork,  Round-up,  and  banquet,  were  a 
success  in  every  way.  All  these  have  been  valuable  factors  in  school 
work. 

Much  emphasis  was  placed  upon  primary  work  the  past  year  under 
the  excellent  supervision  of  Assistant  Superintendent  Miss  Kate  Gr. 
Barnes. 

Three  modern  rural  school  buildings  have  been  erected  in  our 
county  within  the  past  year ;  a  four-room  building  in  Hempfield  town- 
ship, and  one-room  buildings  in  Springfield  and  Delaware  townships. 

This  year  completes  my  seventh  year  as  Superintendent  of  Mercer 
county  schools.  It  has  been  my  good  fortune  so  far  to  visit  every 
school  in  the  county  at  least  once  a  year.  Many  were  visited  two, 
three  and  four  times. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  teachers,  directors,  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction,  and  all  friends  of  education  for  support,  as- 
sistance and  encouragement. 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY— Lawrence  Ruble. 


Buildings. 

The  addition  to  the  new  high  school  in  Belleville,  Union  fownship, 
was  completed  during  the  year.  An  addition  to  the  Yeagertown 
building  is  in  process  of  construction.  Some  repairs  were  made  in 
the  rural  districts.  Some  houses  need  to  be  replaced  by  new  ones. 
We  hope  to  have  a  partial  consolidation  of  schools  in  one  or  two 
townships  in  the  near  future. 

Examinations. 

Our  teachers'  examination  for  provisional  and  professional  certifi- 
cates is  held  at  Lewistown  which  is  centrally  located. 

There  were  -yl  provisional  and  17  ijrofessional  certificates  granted 
during  the  year. 

The  eighth  grade  examination  was  held  on  Friday,  May  25th,  this 
examination  was  uniform  tliroughout  tlie  county. 

Attendance. 

The  attendance  throughout  the  county  was  creditable,  although  in 
some  instances  the  compulsory  attendance  should  have  l»een  more 
rigidly  enforced. 
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One  school  in  Union  township  had  an  attendance  of  90%.  With 
few  exceptions  the  attendance  was  above  90%. 

The  public  roads  in  some  districts  are  poor,  making  attendance 
difficult  in  some  cases.  There  are  some  schools  that  should  be  closed 
and  pupils  transported  to  another  school.  A  few  have  an  attendance 
of  less  than  12  pupils. 

There  were  259  pupils  who  attended  ever}-  day  being  neither  tardy 
nor  absent.  185  others  were  present  every  day  but  sometimes  tardy. 
These  were  presented  with  suitable  certificates  of  attendance. 

County  Institute. 

The  Mifflin  County  Teachers.'  Institute  (GOth  annual  session),  was 
held  in  the  court  house  and  the  opera  house  in  Lewistown  from  Nov. 
27th  to  Dec.  1st.  All  teachers  were  present  except  one.  Interest  and 
attention  was  good.  The  following  is  a  list  of  instructors:  State 
Superintendent  Fred  L.  Keeler,  Lansing,  Mich. ;  Dr.  Harlan  C.  Hall, 
Cumberland,  Ohio;  Prof.  H.  K.  Ober,  Elizabethtown,  Pa.;  Dr.  Wm. 
Miller,  Dept.  Health,  Harrisburg,  Pa.  Music  under  direction  of  Gal- 
braith  Brothers,  of  Brookville,  Pa. 

All  teachers  are  members  of  the  Mifflin  County  Teachers'  Associa- 
tion. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  Jan.  20th  and  27th.  Dr.  O. 
I.  Warren,  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  gave  two  day  lectures  and  an  evening  lec- 
ture to  the  directors  and  others  who  assembled. 

Special  Activities. 

One  of  the  best  movements  started  in  the  schools  of  the  county 
during  the  past  year  was  the  Home  Credit  System.  Many  parents 
and  teachers  spoke  highly  of  its  merits.  321  pupils  earned  the  re- 
quired number  of  credits  and  received  their  certificates.  Patrons' 
Day  was  observed  on  Feb.  22nd.  In  a  number  of  schools  the  rooms 
were  crowded  with  visitors. 

Victrolas  were  purchased  for  a  few  of  the  schools  by  holding  en 
tertainments  and  festivals.  Local  institutes  were  held  in  all  but 
two  districts.  I  think  a  great  amount  of  good  is  to  be  gotten  from 
these  local  meetings  where  the  teachers  take  an  active  interest. 

Mifflin  county  in  fortunate  in  securing  a  competent  Farm  Agent. 
We  expect  this  coming  year  to  start  boys'  and  girls'  clubs  and  con- 
tests. With  the  help  of  the  farm  agent  they  can  be  better  supervised. 
It  takes  nearly  all  the  time  the  county  superintendent  has  to  visit 
and  supervise  the  143  schools  under  his  supervision. 

We  visited  all  of  these  twice  and  some  of  them  three  or  more 
times.  We  are  glad  to  know  the  teachers  as  well  as  county  and 
assistant  superintendents  are  to  receive  an  increase  in  salary.     We 
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will  do  0111'  utmost  to  make  our  scliools  eflScient  to  the  best  possible 
degree. 

A  few  things  that  would  help  the  teacher  and  the  superintendent 
are  a  better  selection  of  certain  text  books,  more  rigidly  enforced 
school  attendance,  more  visitations  by  directors,  better  conditions 
in  and  about  the  school  houses.  I  further  believe  uniform  text  books 
tliroughout  the  county  at  least  to  the  eighth  grade  would  be  beneficial. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  received  from 
teachers,  directors,  patrons,  newspapers  of  the  county  and  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction.. 


MONROE  COUNTY— Frank  Koehler. 


Several  events  of  educational  value  transpired  in  Monroe  county 
during  the  past  year. 

While  these  are  not  altogether  new  in  the  real  sense  of  the  term, 
having  been  thoroughly  tried  out  in  other  counties  and  states,  yet 
tc  us  they  really  present  a  new  educational  sphere — a  gradual  awak- 
ening from  the  old  type  of  education. 

Among  these  new  activities  in  educational  lines,  we  direct  atten- 
tion to  the  following: 

Home  and  School  Gardens. 

For  the  first  time  in  its  history  Monroe  county  has  the  pleasure 
ol  reporting  more  than  one  hundred  fifty  school  gardens,  properly 
laid  out,  planned,  and  supervised  by  the  Monroe  County  Farm  Bureau, 
boards  of  school  directors,  and  duly  authorized  supervisors  of  these 
gardens.  The  directors  of  the  boroughs  of  Stroudsburg  and  East 
Stroudsburg  gave  splendid  encouragement  to  the  gardening  project, 
as. well  as  the  directors  of  Coolbaugh  township  to  the  school  gardens 
in  the  village  of  Mt.  Pocono  and  Tobyhanna. 

It  is  estimated  that  each  of  these  gardens  properly  cared  for  by 
the  school  children  has  netted  its  owner  at  least  six  and  one-half 
dollars  in  cash,  which  means  that  about  one  thousand  dollars  of 
garden  vegetables  were  raised  in  the  school  gardens  this  year. 

Why  not  treble  this  amount  next  year?  There  are  still  many  vacant 
lots  growing  nothing  but  weeds.  How  much  more  beautiful  these 
will  appear  if  turned  into  schools  gardens.  The  Pocono  Lake  Pre- 
serve has  offered  one  hundred  fifty  dollars  in  prizes  to  encourage  home 
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gardening  in  its  immediate  vicinity.  Many  new  gardens  were  started 
and  old  ones  were  enlarged. 

The  King  Realty  Company  of  the  borongh  of  Strondsbnrg  and  also 
private  citizens  thronghont  the  county  have  ottered  to  school  children 
and  others  some  of  their  vacant  lots  for  gardening  purposes.  Many 
citizens  have  seized. the  opportunity  and  are  raising  good  garden 
crops  on  these  lots. 

The  action  of  these  jmblic  spirited   men   is  liiglily  commendable. 

Rural  Life  Days. 

During  the  months  of  October  and  November,  we  arranged  to  hold 
Rural  Life  Day  in  each  of  our  townships  at  some  suitable  central 
I)lace. 

The  children  from  the  entire  township  assend)led  in  the  afternoon 
and  exliibited  some  farm  products  or  livestock  for  which  suitable 
money  prizes  were  awarded.  From  one  hundred  to  three  hundred 
exhibits  Avere  brought  to  each  place  by  the  school  children. 

A  Babcock  Milk  Test  was  given  by  our  County  Agent,  Mr.  Roy  M. 
Decker  each  afternoon,  and  one  hundred  forty-four  cows  were  tested 
throughout  the  county  at  these  meetings. 

The  evening  program  consisted  of  talks  and  illustrated  lectures 
along  rural  lines.  Practically  all  of  our  country  boys  and  girls  at- 
tended these  sessions  and  fully  two-thirds  of  the  rural  population 
were  at  hand.  In  all  places  where  these  meetings  were  held  standing 
room  was  at  a  premium. 

Our  slogan  for  country  schools  is:  Educate  tlie  boys  and  girls  in 
terms  of  farm  life  by  pointing  out  to  them  the  beauties  and  advan- 
tages of  the  rushing  rills,  the  golden  waving  fields  of  ripened  grain, 
the  woods  and  templed  liills,  and  the  thousand  and  one  pleasures  in 
listening  to  the  cackling  hen  and  the  Avhinnying  colt. 

School  Savings  Banks. 

The  educational  interest  manifested  by  our  school  children  and 
teachers  in  school  savings  cannot  be  passed  over  too  lightly.  A  year 
ngo  about  tewnty-five  of  our  rural  schools  were  'rej^orted  as  having 
a  total  deposit  of  nearly  |2,000.  At  the  beginning  of  January,  evecy 
rnral  school  was  asked  to  join  in  the  movement  and  moi'e  than  one- 
half  of  the  schools  responded  nobly. 

Under  our  system  of  savings  for  rural  schools,  this  united  effort 
has  resulted  in  increasing  the  rural  deposits  from  .')n2,000  to  almost 
S?10,000 — not  counting  the  amount  of  savings  by  the  borough  of  East 
Stroudsburg  where  they  have  worked  out  a  splendid  system  of  their 
own. 

Fully  two  hundred  new  accounts  w^ere  opened  in  different  l)anks. 
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In  emphasizing  the  idea  of  having  the  child  to  save  a  part  of  its 
earnings  by  depositing  in  bank,  our  system  also  aims  to  teach  more 
concretely  the  various  business  forms  and  ideas  as  to  the  writing 
of  receipts,  checks,  notes,  drafts  and  how  to  transact  business  in  gen- 
f;ral  more  intelligenth'.  Many  teachers  and  patrons  who  understand 
the  s^'stem  thoroughly  are  very  enthusiastic  in  its  application. 

Arbor  and  Bird  Day  Celebrated. 

Many  Audubon  Societies  and  Liberty  Bell  Bird  Clubs  were  organ- 
ized in  our  county  during  the  past  year,  which  has  resulted  in  the 
building  of  many  bird  houses  and  making  provisions  for  the  feeding 
of  wild  birds  during  the  cold  winter  months. 

Through  the  personal  efforts  of  our  progressive  District  Forester, 
Mr.  John  L.  Strobeck,  about  5,000  young  trees  were  distributed  among 
our  public  schools.  Many  were  planted  on  the  school  grounds ;  others 
vvere  taken  into  the  homes  of  children  and  planted  in  places  where 
they  are  protected  and  properly  cared  for. 

At  our  Rural  Life  Days,  reports  as  to  the  growth  of  these  trees 
will  be  given  by  the  school  children.  Conservation  and  proper  care 
of  trees  is  a  necessity  in  our  day. 

School  Libraries  and  Framed  Art  Pictures. 

Our  campaign  for  better  school  libraries  and  framed  art  pictures 
has  not  been  in  vain.  More  than  fifty  framed  art  pictures  were 
placed  in  the  school  rooms  at  a  cost  of  one  hundred  fifty  dollars, 
the  money  being  raised  in  the  same  way  as  for  the  school  libraries. 

During  the  year  fully  1,200  good  books  were  added  to  the  rural 
libraries.  Five  hundred  twenty  dollars  were  raised  for  library  books 
in  the  rnral  schools  by  holding  entertainments,  ice  cream  festivals 
and  other  community  meetings. 

Field  Day  Exercises. 

The  last  Saturday  in  May  was  a  red  letter  day  for  the  Monroe 
count}'  schools.  l*lay  or  field  day  exercises  were  held  at  the  fail' 
grounds. 

The  program  was  in  charge  of  the  central  committee  and  lasted 
all  day.  Thousands  of  country  school  children  were  in  attendance  and 
several  hundred  participated  in  the  ditterent  plays  and  athletic 
events. 

We  trust  this  may  help  to  stimulate  the  efforts  in  behalf  of  better 
plaA^grounds  and  more  play  api)aratus  for  all  grades  in  oni-  ])ublic 
schools  as  well  as  closer  supervision  of  play  by  our  school  teachers. 
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New  Buildings,  Eepairs. 

Chestnuthill  township  erected  a  new  building  in  the  Gearhart  dis- 
trict in  accordance  with  the  State  plans.  It  is  supplied  with  a  Hero 
heater  and  Kaustine  sanitary  toilets. 

Nearly  all  of  our  townships  and  boroughs  nuide  many  needed  re- 
pairs to  their  buildings;  some  installed  new  heating,  ventilating  and 
Hushing  systems.  Many  buildings  were  i>ainted  inside  and  outside. 
A  number  of  buildings  are  being  repaired  this  season  for  the  opening 
of  the  new  term. 

County  Institute. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  in  the  Stroudsburg  high  school 
building  November  13-17,  1916. 

The  following  were  the  instructors:  Drs.  J.  Linwood  Eisenberg, 
Charles  H.  Albert,  E.  L.  Kemp,  Silas  D.  Daugherty,  Prof.  Daniel  H. 
Lewis,  Mr.  Roy  M.  Decker  of  the  Monroe  County  Farm  Bureau  and 
Miss  M.  Lillian  Kane. 

Evening  entertainments:  The  Marigold  Quartet,  The  Panama 
Singers,  Ralph  Bingham.  The  institute  was  very  largely  attended 
and  very  uplifting  from  a  moral  and  social  standpoint. 

Directors'  Convention. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  at  Stroudsburg  on  Friday  and 
Saturday,  November  17th  and  18th. 

Inspiring  and  instructive  addresses  were  made  by  Drs.  Eisenberg 
and  Albert  and  several  of  the  local  directors. 

Our  teachers,  directors,  patrons  and  the  public  press  have  co- 
operated nobly  with  us  in  uplifting  the  standards  of  our  public 
schools. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— J.  Horace  Landis. 


The  year  now  closing  has  been  marked  by  excellent  work,  careful 
supervision  and  earnest  cooperation  of  teachers,  directors  and  super- 
intendents. While  the  work  of  the  schools  was  exceptionally  well 
done,  we  plan  to  add  to  their  efficiency  and  usefulness  in  the  coming 
year. 

The  efficiency  of  a  school  depends  more  upon  the  quality  of  the 
instruction  than  upon  its  equipment,  though  equipment  is  greatly 
to  be  desired  to  facilitate  effective  work.    Therefore,  the  best  teachers, 
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teachers  of  training  and  experience  should  be  employed.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  make  some  districts  realize  this,  but  the  leaven  is  at  work, 
and  I  can  see  the  tendency  to  employ  trained  teachers  increasing  year 
after  year. 

The  number  of  college,  university  and  normal  trained  teachers  is 
increasing.  The  number  of  untrained  teachers  holding  provisional 
certificates  steadily  decreases.  Could  we  provide  a  way  to  make  all 
holders  of  permanent  certificates  of  various  kinds  keep  up  profes- 
sional reading,  conditions  would  soon  approach  the  ideal.  Too  often 
the  holders  of  normal,  professional  and  permanent  certificates  stop 
buying  professional  books  and  doing  professional  reading  when  they 
receive  the  certificate  relieving  them  of  examination. 

The  patriotic  spirit  displayed  in  our  schools  is  admirable.  Every 
day  the  pupils  in  our  schools  salute  the  fiag  and  sing  patriotic  songs. 
In  some  districts,  Boy  Scout,  Girl  Scout,  Camp  Fire  Girls  and  Red 
Cross  (.  lubs  have  been  formed. 

We  have  few  school  gardens  but  the  number  of  home  gardens  is 
large.  Some  schools,  notably  those  of  our  larger  boroughs,  are  culti- 
vating farm  lauds  near  the  boroughs.  A  number  of  our  pupils  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  permission  to  leave  school  to  work  on  farms, 
and  are  doing  their  bit  tor  their  country. 

The  professional  spirit  and  zeal  displayed  at  our  county  and  local 
institutes  were  most  encouraging.  I  feel  that  these  were  highly  suc- 
cessful and  well  worth  the  labor  involved,  and  that  the  good  that 
the  teachers  received  from  these  institutes  will  bring  about  better 
work  in  our  schools. 

The  number  of  parents'  and  teachers'  meetings  throughout  the 
county  was  encouraging.  The  community  spirit  is  developing  through 
their  means.  Representatives  of  the  office  have  attended  over  fifty 
of  these  meetings  this  year. 

This  year  a  change  was  made  in  the  Annual  September  Educational 
Meetings.  Instead  of  groups  of  districts  called  together  to  discuss 
group  needs  as  in  past  years,  the  teachers  and  directors  of  individual 
townships,  as  far  as  possible,  were  called  together  to  discuss  the 
needs  of  their  individual  districts.  This  has  proved  so  practically 
helpful  that  the  same  plan  will  be  tried  again  next  year  and  the  num- 
ber of  districts  increased. 

The  superintendent  and  assistants  have  made  2,261  visits  during 
the  year. 

The  individual  card  record  of  the  work  of  the  teachers  of  the 
county  has  helped  to  systematize  the  oifice  work  and  afifords  a  ready 
reference  to  the  work  and  success  of  each  teaclier  of  the  county. 

8—11—1917 
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English. 

Special  emphasis  has  been  placed  this  year  upon  the  teaching  of 
English  and  a  vigorons  crusade  to  secure  better  practical  results  in 
this  most  important  of  all  branches  will  be  made  next  year.  Our 
schools  must  be  made  to  turn  out  pupils  who  can  speak  and  write 
the  English  language  with  at  least  a  fair  degree  of  Huency  and  cor- 
rectness. Too  often  poor  teaching  of  English  in  the  early  years  is 
the  cause  of  failure  in  later  school  life.  Oral  English  needs  special 
emphasis.  My  aim  next  year  is  to  have  all  teachers  teach  oral  com- 
position in  all  grades. 

Boards  are  urged  to  provide  abundant  supplementary  reading  for 
the  children  of  all  grades.  There  is  no  better  way  to  help  the  child 
to  increase  liis  knowledge  of  the  people  and  the  doings  of  the  world, 
to  gain  a  full  vocabulary,  and  increase  his  mastery  of  good  Englisli. 
1  regret  that  a  few"  school  boards  still  consider  one  set  of  reading 
books  sufficient  for  a  grade. 

The  penmanship  of  the  county  is  improving.  Muscular  movement 
is  now  generally  used  and  its  results  are  encouraging. 

Literary  societies,  debating  societies,  and  prize  speaking  contests 
have  increased  the  last  few  years.  These  are  splendid  means  of 
getting  the  parents  interested  in  the  work  of  the  children  and  in  the 
schools. 

Special  Subjects. 

There  is  a  gratifying  increase  in  the  number  of  special  branches 
taught  in  our  schools.  This  broadening  of  the  curriculum  by  the  addi- 
tion of  cultural  and  vocational  branches  must  result  in  the  broaden- 
ing of  the  pupils'  outlook  upon  life  and  in  better  fitting  them  for  the 
duties  of  modern  citizenship. 

Twenty-one  of  the  districts  under  my  direct  supervision  employ 
special  teachers  of  music.  Fourteen  districts  emplo}^  special  teachers 
of  drawing.  Special  teachers  of  sewing,  cooking,  manual  training, 
construction  work  and  physical  culture  are  employed  in  a  number  of 
districts.  The  tendency  now  in  this  county  is  to  employ  special 
teachers  for  special  branches  rather  than  have  the  grade  teacher 
divide  her  time  between  her  regular  work  and  the  special  branches. 
A  few  of  our  districts  do  have  the  grade  teacher  spend  part  of  her 
time  in  teaching  special  branches  but  the  tendency  is  as  I  have 
stated  above. 

The  number  of  schools  doing  departmental  work  in  the  fifth,  sixth, 
seventh  and  eighth  grades  is  increasing  and  excellent  results  are 
claimed  by  some  districts.  Some  of  our  larger  borouglis  are  intro- 
ducing the  junior  high  school. 
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Continuation  schools  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  law  were 
established  in  some  districts  and  proved  satisfactory  to  the  school 
authorities  and  to  the  manufacturers. 

I  believe  in  industrial  and  vocational  schools  and  would  like  to 
see  some  established  in  this  county. 

Our  count}^  is  not  urban  enough  to  feel  the  need  of  night  schools 
to  the  degree  that  large  cities  do,  but  there  is  a  broad  field  for  this 
work  in  our  larger  manufacturing  boroughs.  But  little  night  school 
work  has  been  done  so  far.  1  hope  to  report  progress  in  this  much 
needed  work  soon. 

The  value  of  organized  play  and  the  need  of  ample  school  grounds 
{ire  beginning  to  be  recognized  by  our  people.  Some  districts  are 
doing  well  along  this  line. 

At  our  local  institutes,  each  year  we  have  held  spelling  contests 
and  awarded. prizes  to  the  winners.  This  year  the  winners  in  these 
local  spelling  contests  met  at  the  court  house  to  compete  for  a  county 
prize,  and  a  prize  called  the  County  Sweepstake  prize  was  given  the 
winner, 

I  look  forward  to  having  the  schools  of  the  county  compete  for 
county  honors  in  various  school  activities  similar  to  the  county  con- 
test in  spelling.  Some  of  these  activities  are  drawing,  music,  debates, 
construction  work,  play  festivals  and  games. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  some  new  schools  being  built.  The  new 
building  at  Huntingdon  Valley  was  occupied  this  year.  Xarberth  is 
completing  a  fine  stone  building  for  the  use  of  the  grades,  the  old 
building  will  be  used  now  solely  for  high  school  purposes.  The  Whit- 
l)ain  consolidated  school  will  be  ready  for  use  in  September.  Upper 
Dublin  is  building  an  addition  to  the  Fort  Washington  school,  this 
addition  being  provided  for  in  the  original  plan  of  the  bnlding  erected 
a  few  years  ago.  A  part  of  the  old  bulding  Avill  be  converted  into  a 
commodious  auditorium-  Lower  Providence  is  completing  a  new 
building  at  Evansburg  and  an  addition  to  the  new  building  recently 
erected  at  Trooper.  This  is  made  necessary  by  the  consolidation 
plans  recently  adopted  by  the  district. 

Whitemarsh  has  purchased  a  fine  tract  of  land  on  which  they  pur- 
pose erecting  a  consolidated  school  building  during  the  coming  year, 
and  Jenkintown  has  also  purchased  a  splendid  tract  to  be  later  used 
for  the  site  of  an  up-to-date  modern  school. 

Consolidation  of  the  rural  one-room  schools  still  continues  to  be  a 
vital  need  of  the  county.  The  interest  in  this  question  is  still  keen 
and  each  year  sees  one  or  more  of  the  small  one-room  schools  closed, 
or  partial  or  complete  consolidation  adopted  by  some  districts. 

Consolidation  has  proved  a  success  in  the  districts  adopting  it. 
Directors  of  other  districts  closely  watch  the  success  of  the  work 
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done  in  consolidated  districts  and  this  success  will  be  the  factor  that 
will  cause  other  districts  to  vote  for  consolidation. 

Seventeen  of  our  townships  have  partial  or  complete  consolidation, 
and  several  townships  are  contemplating  the  change.  Five  of  the 
consolidated  districts  have  auto  transportation,  the  ohers  depend 
upon  school  wagons  and  the  trolley  cars. 

Our  county  needs  more  consolidated  schools,  better  roads  for  trans- 
portation of  pupils,  a  better  trained  teaching  force,  longer  terms  in 
some  districts,  and  a  higher  degree  of  public  spirit,  sympathy  and 
interest  in  school  work  on  the  part  of  the  community. 


MONTOUR  COUNTY— Charles  W.  Derr, 


The  year  just  closed  has  not  been  marked  by  any  new  and  unusual 
methods  in  educational  policies  or  methods.  An  attempt  has  been 
made  to  make  thoroughness  the  watchword  in  every  department  of 
work,  and  in  every  subject.  Special  effort  was  put  forth  on  the  sub- 
jects of  arithmetic  and  in  the  art  of  spelling. 

Our  local  meetings  for  teachers,  patrons  and  directors  were  well 
attended.  We  tried  the  singing  of  the  old  fashioned  songs,  and  were 
very  much  pleased  by  the  interest  taken  by  the  teachers,  patrons 
and  directors. 

The  annual  institute  was  held  in  Danville  during  the  week  before 
Christmas.  Every  teacher  of  the  county  was  enrolled,  and  was  able 
to  report  100%  of  attendance  to  the  various  boards  of  education. 

The  instructors  were  Dr.  Robertson,  of  the  University  of  Pitts- 
burgh and  Dr.  Byron  King,  of  Pittsburgh.  The  music  was  under  the 
direction  of  Prof.  Ted  R.  Griffiths,  of  West  Berwick  School.  They 
all  had  a  message  for  our  teachers  and  we  think  we  had  the  best  insti- 
tute we  have  held. 

Dr.  Robertson  and  Dr.  King  came  back  to  us  during  January  for 
the  Directors'  Convention,  and  each  of  them  had  a  great  message  for 
our  directors. 

Patrons'  Day  was  held  at  different  times  through  the  year  in  which 
programs  were  given  by  the  pupils  to  the  delight  of  patrons,  directors 
and  all  those  interested  in  school  work. 

Owing  to  the  closing  of  the  schools  by  the  State  Board  of  Health 
the  schools  were  a  month  late  in  getting  started,  but  as  we  see  the 
matter,  of  a  seven  months'  school  term,  there  is  no  sense  of  school 
opening  the  last  week  of  August.    The  middle  of  September  is  plenty 
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of  time  for  the  school  to  oi)en,  as  the  parents  can  use  the  boys  and 
girls  in  the  fall  on  the  farm  to  a  better  advantage  than  in  the  spring. 
Our  attendance  during  April  was  better  than  during  the  first  month 
(d'  school  in  preceding  fall. 

We  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  all  teachers,  patrons  and 
directors  and  the  public  press  and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  helping  to  make  this  year  just  closed  one  of  the  best  school 
years  we  have  had. 


isORTHAMPTON  COUNTY— George  A.  Grim. 


The  great  era  of  industrial  prosperity  has  influenced  our  school 
activities,  many  districts  in  the  southern  section  of  our  county  have 
been  compelled  to  erect  additional  buildings,  at  the  present  time 
several  prinmry  schools  are  trying  the  Batavia  system,  and  some 
of  our  best  work  has  been  done  in  these  rooms,  where  two  teachers 
have  charge  of  one  room.  One  of  the  districts  has  its  pupils  divided 
into  two  groups,  the  one  group  reports  in  the  forenoon  and  the  others 
report  in  the  afternoon.  The  parents  frequently  object  to  this  plan 
because  th^y  prefer  to  have  the  children  in  school  during  the  entire 
school  day. 

During  the  year  we  were  compelled  to  elect  many  teachers  from 
other  counties,  no  less  than  thirty-nine  teachers  came  from  one  of  our 
good  neighbors.  Our  school  boards  in  several  districts  raised  the  sal- 
aries of  their  teachers  during  the  school  term.  This  was  very  neces- 
saiy,  due  to  the  rajdd  advance  of  board,  etc.  Practicall}'  all  of  the  dis- 
tricts have  raised  the  salaries  for  next  year. 

The  number  of  applicants  for  provisional  certificates  was  only 
about  fifty  i^er  cent,  of  the  number  who  had  applied  ten  years  ago. 
While  the  number  was  less,  the  quality  was  better,  about  98%  having 
had  high  school  training. 

Many  school  entertainments  were  rendered  during  the  term  and 
the.net  returns  have  never  been  surpassed  in  our  county.  Numerous 
victrolas  and  records,  also  many  volumes  have  been  added  to  the 
school  libraries  as  a  result  of  these  profitable  school  exercises. 

Directors  in  many  districts  have  increased  the  number  of  modern 
school  heaters.  Several  districts  have  suppplied  each  of  their  schools 
with  one  of  these  modern  blessings. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  several  districts  have  supplied  their 
new  buildings  with  larger  play  grounds.  Many  teachers  have  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  various  play  exercises  and  folk  dances. 
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School  exhibits  were  well  planned  and  splendidly  attended.  The 
pupils,  teachers  and  patrons  of  the  Belfast  schools  merit  exceptional 
praise  for  their  si)lendid  spirit  of  co-operation.  Their  work  was  in- 
spected by  many  interested  persons,  some  of  whom  came  from  the 
remote  sections  of  our  county.  The  two-room  building  was  too  small 
to  do  the  exhibit  justice,  nor  could  the  crowds  be  comfortably  enter- 
tained during  the  literary  programs.  Their  school  library  will  be 
increased  by  many  volumes  as  a  result  of  the  liberal  collections. 

The  number  of  school  gardens  has  been  increased  and  the  interest 
has  been  intensified. 

Our  educational  meetings  were  planned  and  conducted  along  the 
lines  that  proved  so  profitable  in  former  years.  Some  of  the  standard 
tests  were  tried  in  some  of  our  schools,  the  results  Avere  carefully 
tabulated  and  studied  with  the  principals  and  teachers.  Next  year 
we  expect  to  do  this  work  on  a  larger  scale.  Each  of  our  townships 
has  one  or  more  pupils  attending  a  high  school.  Seventy-nine  per 
cent,  of  our  schools  are  graded.  The  average  length  of  our  school 
term  if  9.0G  months. 

All  but  10. 8  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  attend  monthly  teachers'  meet- 
ings. During  the  year  we  arranged  to  have  some  of  the  townshij) 
teachers  attend  the  monthly  meetings  in  a  neighboring  borough.  We 
are  anxious  to  have  all  of  our  teachers  attend  these  monthly  meet- 
ings, because  many  are  strangers  to  our  county  and  our  ideals,  others 
have  had  no  schoolroom  experience  and  need  the  inspiration  and  help 
furnished  by  these  meetings. 

Mr.  Frankenfield,  the  assistant  superintendent,  supplied  each  dis- 
trict with  a  carefully  prepared  form  for  the  treasurer.  This  will 
enable  the  district  treasurers  to  have  a  better  method  of  conducting 
their  bookkeeping. 

The  Churchman  Business  College,  Easton.  will  conduct  a  summer 
school  in  the  Palmer  Method  of  Business  Writing. 

MauA'  of  our  districts  expect  their  teachers  to  earn  a  Palmer 
diploma. 

We  heartily  extend  our  ajtpreciation  and  thanks  to  all  who  have 
aided  us  in  our  efforts  to  uplift  our  public  schools. 


NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY— 1.  H.  Mauser. 


Commendable  progress  in  an  educational  way  was  made  in  this 
county  the  past  school  year.     True,  the  quarantine  last  fall  boded 
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unfavorable  prospects,  but  when  the  schools  once  opened  the  attend- 
ance was  somewhat  better  in  the  rural  districts,  and  we  were  un- 
usually fortunate  during  the  rest  of  the  year  in  the  little  time  lost 
on  account  of  epidemic  diseases.  The  general  health  was  better  than 
for  some  years  and  very  little  time  was  lost  in  any  of  the  schools  on 
account  of  sickness. 

Tlie  educational  sentiment  in  all  parts  of  the  county  is  excellent 
and  is  continually  improving.  Many  educational  meetings  are  held 
annually  in  all  parts  of  the  county  and  they  are  always  well  attended 
and  great  interest  is  taken  in  them.  The  matter  of  community  clubs 
is  receiving  a  great  deal  of  attention  and  some  very  active  clubs  have 
been  organized.  We  have  had  a  nund»er  of  very  active  l*arent- 
Teacher  Associations,  and  naturally,  some  of  these  have  very  readily 
l»een  absorbed  into  community  clubs.  In  this  process  they  have  not 
lost  the  original  intent  but  have  widened  their  field  in  the  adoption 
(>f  general  community  service. 

The  matter  of  school  consolidation  in  rural  communities  has  re- 
ceived a  great  deal  of  discussion.  Last  November  we  had  Supt.  Lee 
L.  Driver,  of  Eandolph  county,  ln<liana,  give  six  illustrated  lectures 
in  as  many  parts  of  the  county,  on  the  subject  of  consolidation.  Tlie 
lectures  were  well  attended  and  created  a  great  deal  of  interest  but 
nothing  tangible  has  resulted  thus  far.  Some  day  a  district  will  con- 
i-olidate  and  the  rest  will  fall  into  line. 

(Ireater  interest  is  manifest  in  our  high  schools,  though  one,  a 
joint  high  school,  was  abandoned  at  the  close  of  the  year.  It  is 
questionable  whether  a  joint  district  high  school  is  preferable  to  the 
single  district  high  school.  In  this  case  it  did  not  seem  to  Avork  out 
well  though  there  were  pupils  enough  to  continue  but  the  districts 
failed  to  agree.  All  our  high  schools  are  increasing  their  attendance 
and  are  gradually  increasing  the  teaching  force  and  raising  the 
standard. 

Our  county  institute  was  pronounced  one  of  the  best  and  the  most 
Iiractical  ever  held  in  the  county.  The  instructors  were  Supt.  K.  B. 
Tietrick,  Dr.  Schmucker  of  West  Chester,  Dr.  Rothermel  of  Kutz- 
lown,  Dean  Holmes  and  Dr  Rapeer  of  State  College,  and  Dr.  Miller 
of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

AVe  have  nuule  some  effort  towards  establisliing  a  vocational  sclutol 
and  while  there  are  several  districts  exceptionally  well  located  foi- 
such  a  school  none  of  them  has  seen  the  necessity  of  taking  the  ste]). 
The  Odd  Fellows  Orphanage,  near  Sunbury,  however,  put  vocational 
training  in  its  schools  the  i>ast  year  and  conducted  it  very  snccess- 
fnlly. 

The  new  salary  law  will  have  an  excellent  influence  in  kee]>ing  some 
of  our  men  teachers  in  the  schools.     The  past  year  we  had  100  men 
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teachers  out  of  a  total  of  295  and  several  would  have  taken  up  other 
lines  of  work  if  salary  and  teachers'  retirement  prospects  had  not 
become  more  promising. 

Several  notable  deaths  in  educations  circles  occurred  the  past  year. 
The  first  was  ex-County  Superintendent  Wm.  E.  Bloom.  Mr.  Bloom 
was  a  very  efficient  superintendent  and  served  from  1887  to  1893.  He 
then  took  up  the  law  and  became  one  of  the  most  prominent  lawyers 
of  the  county.  His  death  occurred  in  September.  Prof.  C.  D.  Ober- 
dorf  died  on  May  23.  Mr.  Oberdorf  was  for  a  number  of  years  princi- 
pal of  the  Sunbury  schools,  superintendent  of  the  same  borough  from 
1893  to  1899,  and  since  that  time  he  had  been  the  principal  of  the 
Mount  Carmel  high  school.  Both  men  were  universally  esteemed  and 
they  were  intimate  friends. 

A  third  death  was  that  of  William  H.  Bradley  who  in  his  time 
l-robably  prepared  more  teachers  for  this  county  than  any  other  man 
in  Central  Pennsylvania.  For  48  years  he  taught  the  Locust  Gap, 
Mt.  Carmel  township,  grammar  school,  the  last  43  of  these  years  he 
taught  in  the  same  room.  Nearly  all  of  the  present  teaching  force 
of  that  township  of  forty-two  teachers  were  his  pupils  at  one  time 
or  another  as  well  as  many  of  those  who  preceded  the  present  force, 
and  many  of  the  teachers  past  and  present  got  most  of  their  inspira- 
tion from  this  ''grand  old  man".  Who  is  able  to  estimate  the  good 
of  such  a  life?    His  death  occurred  May  30, 

On  June  30,  Margaret  Kimbel,  a  young  teacher  of  great  promise 
died  at  her  home  in  Riverside. 

Little  fault  is  to  be  found  with  school  conditions  in  this  county. 
Greater  interest  is  manifest  every  year.  Several  very  fine  school 
buildings  are  in  course  of  erection.  Parents  show  greater  interest  in 
a  high  school  education  for  their  children  and  a  few  more  high  schools 
are  needed  and  time,  not  very  remote,  will  bring  them.  Whether  the 
war  will  affect  our  schools  very  much  is  yet  to  be  seen.  A  number 
of  our  teachers  "are  in  the  draft"  but  all  hope  for  the  best. 


PERRY  COUNTY— D.  A.  Kline. 


During  the  year  just  closed  more  was  accomplished  in  our  county 
along  the  lines  of  special  school  activities  than  was  ever  attempted 
before  in  a  single  year.  Educational  meetings  were  held  in  nearly 
every  school  community.  A  campaign  was  conducted  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  definite  objects,  particularly  that  the  getting  the  gen- 
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era!  public  into  a  more  intimate  relationship  with  the  work  of  the 
schools,  with  the  consequent  result  that  a  demand  has  been  created 
for  better  physical  conditions  in  the  schools,  better  teaching  and 
better  attendance.  We  have  studiously  nurtured  a  patriotic  school 
spirit  in  the  various  districts. 

The  law  makes  all  patrons  supporters  of  the  school,  but  the  finer 
sj)irit  alone  makes  friends  and  defenders  of  supporters.  The  teacher, 
tlie  school,  and  the  patrons  must  stand  on  common  ground,  in  other 
v.ords,  on  the  same  side  of  the  fence  that  a  real  school  may  be  found 
in  operation.  The  public  must  come  into  sympathetic  relationship 
with  the  schools  before  the  schools  will  be  privileged  to  come  into 
iheir  own.  This  preachment  is  hoary  with  age,  yet  it  is  as  true  today 
as  it  was  seventy-five  years  ago. 

In  the  callowness  of  youth  I  used  to  assume  that  every  community 
to  the  last  individual  was  in  complete  sympathy  with  its  school.  By 
accidently  scratching  the  skin  of  supposed  friends  of  the  schools,  I 
found  just  beneath  the  epidermis  a  layer  of  hostility  and  prejudice. 

It  is  a  slow  process  to  sit  about  and  wait  until  this  breed  has 
journeyed  hence.  They  need,  first  of  all,  a  red  hot  serum,  and  later 
a  regulative  tonic  to  produce  a  more  perfect  metabolism  of  the  sen- 
sibilities. 

A  library  of  the  minimum  requirements  or  larger  was  placed  in 
more  than  fifty  schools  during  the  past  term.  As  a  rule  the  money 
to  purchase  these  libraries  was  raised  in  the  community  meetings. 

The  district  teachers'  meetings,  the  local  institutes,  the  Annual 
Institute,  and  the  Directors'  Convention  were  up  to  the  standards  of 
fv)rmer  years,  and  in  some  respects  they  excelled. 

We  had  barely  enough  teachers  last  year  to  fill  the  schools.  The 
prospects  of  having  enough  for  the  coming  year  without  lowering  the 
standard  are  not  bright.  To  take  a  distinct  step  backward  in  school 
affairs  is  to  me  well  nigh  terrifying. 

Last  year  a  public  school  Sunday  was  appointed,  when  from  nearly 
every  pulpit  a  sermon  was  preached  in  the  interests  of  better  schools 

I  desire  to  thank  everyone  who  has  aided  me  in  administering  to 
the  needs  of  the  liublic  schools.  Especially  do  I  desire  to  thank  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  courteous  treatment,  needed 
information,  and  valuable  advice. 
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PIKE  COUjS^TY— Liieiau  Westbrook. 


The  casual  observer  will  see  coinparativelj'  little  in  the  operation 
of  our  schools  the  past  year  to  indicate  great  progress  or  rapid  ad- 
vancement, nothing  having  been  done  in  the  department  of  our  educa- 
tional work  that  was  calculated  to  specially  attract  public  attention. 
We  feel  that  it  is  steady,  persistent  effort,  rather  than  the  doing  of 
the  spectacular,  that  will  eventually  accomplish  most  for  our  schools, 
and  with  this  idea  in  mind  all  connected  with  the  schools  have 
labored  earnestly  and  conscientiously,  with  the  result  that  the  year's 
work  hasbeen  one  of  substantial  progress. 

Of  the  sixty-seven  teachers  employed,  three  were  college  graduates, 
twenty-two  were  graduates  of  normal  schools,  seven  held  permanent 
certificates,  eight  held  professional  certificates,  and  twenty-seven 
were  i)rovisional  certificate  teachers,  eight  of  whom  had  no  ])revions 
experience.  About  one-fifth  of  our  teachers  are  attending  State  ("ol- 
lege  and  other  summer  schools  this  summer. 

Upon  the  completion  of  a  two  room  frame  building  according  to 
plans  and  specifications  approved  by  the  State  Board  of  Education 
and  equipped  with  modern  hot  air  heating  and  ventilating  systems, 
islate  blackboards  and  modern  furniture,  Shohola  district  consolidated 
three  of  its  schools  and  started  the  first  year's  Avork  of  a  third  grade 
high  school. 

Milford  independent  district  put  metal  ceilings  in  four  rooms  and 
tinted  the  Avails  of  all. 

Greene  district  installed  the  Fmith  heating  and  ventilating  system 
in  three  of  its  schools  and  put  Kaustine  closets  in  one.  This  district 
united  with  Dreher  district,  Wayne  county,  in  forming  a  joint  Voca- 
tional High  School  at  the  beginning  of  the  term. 

Matamoras  schools  by  cake  sales  and  entertainments  held  by  the 
pupils  raised  about  one  hundred  fifty  dollars  which  was  used  in  pur- 
chasing three  oi-gans  and  a  victrola  for  use  in  tlie  grades.  In  addi- 
tion, the  school  board  bought  one  hundred  dollars  worth  of  ajtparatus 
for  the  science  department  of  the  high  school. 

Mv.  Charles  F.  Jenkins,  of  Pliiladel]»liia,  ;igaiu  kindly  donated  the 
prizes  for  an  essay  contest  that  was  held  during  the  month  of  April. 
The  subject  was  "Why  Pike  County  Farmers  Would  Profit  by  Keep- 
iug  One  Breed  of  Cattle."  The  first  prize,  a  registered  Ayrshire  bull 
calf,  was  won  by  Minnie  Boileau,  Milford;  second  prize  a  Babcock 
Milk  Test,  went  to  Mildred  Dusenberry,  Dingman's  Ferry;  third 
prize,  a  Milk  Scale  for  weighing  milk,  was  awarded  to  Eva  E.  Wat- 
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sen,  Shohola  ;  and  fourth  prize,  a  Patent  Sanitary  Milk  Pail.  Avas 
receiAed  b}'  Marian  P^ngelliart,  of  Sholiola. 

The  principal  educational  features  of  the  year  were  the  xVnnual 
County  Institute,  the  Directors'  Annual  Convention,  the  four  district 
institutes  and  the  two  Farmers'  Institutes.  Dr.  Smith  Eurnham, 
Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis  and  Miss  Alys  E.  Carmocly  imparted  the  instruction 
at  the  County  Institute.  Addresses  were  made  before  the  Directors' 
Convention  by  J.  H.  Van  Etten,  Esq.,  and  by  Drs.  Smith  and  Ellis. 

My  thanks  are  due  the  Department  for  prompt  and  courteous  as- 
sistance, to  the  press  of  the  county,  to  the  teachers  ami  directors,  and 
to  all  others  who  have  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  vear. 


POTTER  COUNTY— K.  O.  AVeltlins?. 


New  Buildings. 

Tlie  year  which  has  just  passed  into  the  school  history  of  Potter 
county  will  have  an  important  bearing  on  the  future  of  our  county. 
In  a  material  way  we  have  never  before  made  equal  progress  in  one 
year.  The  following  school  districts  are  erecting  or  are  about  to  erect 
new  school  buildings:  Coudersport  borough,  Lewisville  borough, 
(ienesee  township  and  Stewardson  township. 

Coudersport  is  erecting  a  high  school  building  w^hich  will  also 
accommodate  the  first  and  second  grades  to  replace  the  primary  build- 
ing which  was  destroyed  by  tire  Tuesday,  July  the  eleventh,  nineteen 
hundred  sixteen.  The  contract  for  the  erection  of  this  building  was 
awarded  to  P.  W.  Finn  &  Son,  of  Altoona,  for  |57,900.00.  When 
completed,  it  will  be  the  finest,  most  up  to  date  school  building  within 
a  radius  of  more  than  fifty  miles.  The  present  high  school  building 
Avill  be  turned  into  a  grade  building.  The  new  structure  will  contain 
two  grade  rooms,  rooms  to  accommodate  a  domestic  science  depart- 
n.ent,  a  department  of  agriculture,  an  auditorium  with  a  seating 
capacity  of  seven  hundred  fifty,  a  study  hall  to  accouimodate  two  hun- 
dred fifty  students,  four  class  rooms,  ph3^sical  and  cheuiical  labora- 
tories, toilets,  library,  principal's  office,  directors'  rooui,  wardrobes 
aud  fountains.  Indeed,  everything  found  in  our  most  mo<lern  high 
schools  will  have  a  place  in  this  building. 

The  voters  of  Genesee  township  have  bonded  the  district  for  |]7,- 
000. (K)  with  A\hich  to  build  a  structure  containing  four  grade  rooms, 
a  iiousehold  arts  de})ai'tment,  a  department  of  agriculture  and  rooms 
to  accommodate  a  liiiih  school  of  one  hundred  high  school  students. 
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Genesee  is  a  village  of  about  two  hundred  inhabitants  and  when  this 
building  is  completed  will  have  one  of  the  most  beautiful  modern 
school  buildings  of  any  town  of  its  size  in  northern  Pennsylvania, 
On  account  of  a  delay  in  getting  plans  and  the  lateness  when  the  bond 
issue  was  voted,  the  building  will  not  be  started  until  the  spring  of 
1918. 

Lewisville  borough  Avill  build  an  addition  to  its  present  school 
building  to  accommodate  a  domestic  science  department  and  a 
department  of  agriculture  as  soon  as  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction will  give  its  consent  for  the  establishment  of  a  vocational 
school.  The  voters  have  already  bonded  the  borough  for  |10,000.00 
with  which  to  build  an  addition  to  the  present  school  building  which 
fortunately  was  built  on  the  unit  plan.  The  new  addition  will  make 
the  building  complete  and  add  to  its  beauty.  Ulysses  is  ideally 
located  for  a  vocational  school  being  in  the  heart  of  our  best  agricul- 
tural section  of  the  county. 

Stewardson  township  is  building  a  rural  school  in  the  little  village 
ot  Cross  Fork  to  replace  the  ten  room  building  which  was  destroyed 
by  fire  and  which  accommodated  the  people  of  that  section  when 
Cross  Fork  was  a  booming  lumber  town.  At  that  period  in  the  town's 
history  ''Cross  Fork  had  five  grocery  stores,  a  dry  goods  store,  a 
millinery  shop,  two  clothing  stores,  a  shoe  store,  two  drug  stores,  a 
hardware  store,  a  sporting  goods  store,  and  numerous  other  establish- 
ments. It  had  three  doctors,  a  dentist,  and  two  undertakers.  Seven 
hotels  offered  a  welcome  to  the  travelers." 

All  this  has  passed  away  and  to-day  there  are  left  only  two  or  three 
families.  The  new  ruial  school  is  to  accommodate  these  and  the 
people  who  live  on  small  farms  near  the  village.  There  Avill  be  about 
twenty  pupils  where  once  there  were  two  hundred  fifty  with  a  high 
school  of  the  first  class. 

The  new  building  is  to  be  constructed  of  brown  stone  with  tan 
brick.  The  outside  will  be  attractive  in  appearance  and  quite  dif- 
ferent from  the  old  time  box  car  architecture  of  the  past.  The  archi- 
tect is  L.  W.  Leete,  Coudersport,  Pa. 

On  the  first  floor  is  one  large  school  room  and  opening  from  it  a 
room  for  domestic  science,  a  room  for  manual  training  on  one  side 
and  on  the  other  side  a  fuel  room  and  a  teacher's  room  and  library. 
It  will  be  heated  with  a  furnace  built  by  The  Smitli  Heating  Com- 
pany. 

On  entering  the  building  one  steps  into  a  roomy  hall  on  either  side 
of  which  are  cloak  rooms  and  off  from  these  cloak  rooms  are  flush 
toilets  and  wash  basins.  A  fountain  with  running  water  is  in  the 
main  room  in  an  alcove. 

The  main  school  room  is  lighted  by  the  unilateral  system  and  !s 
the  only  rural  school  in  the  county  thus  lighted. 
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Miss  Helen  Young  who  has  been  specially  trained  for  rural  school 
and  conimnnity  work  will  teach  this  school.  Her  salary  for  the  first 
year  will  be  seventy  dollars  per  month. 

Common  School  Diplomas. 

The  number  of  students  who  complete  the  eighth  grade  work  in- 
creases annually.  This  year  the  increase  was  nearly  one  hundred 
twenty-five  per  cent,  greater  than  last  year.  We  have  one  hundred 
thirteen  graduates  this  year  as  against  thirty-three  in  1908,  although 
our  population  for  the  county  has  decreased  during  that  time.  The 
reason  for  this  may  be  ascribed  to  two  causes:  Better  teachers  and 
a  realization  on  the  part  of  parents  and  students  of  the  need  of  better 
educational  qualifications  to  face  the  battle  of  life. 

Perfect  Attendance  Certificates.  ,  ' 

The  number  of  perfect  attendance  certificates  issued  this  year  is 
much  larger  than  ever  before.  We  issued  68(5  this  term  which  is  11 
per  cent,  of  the  entire  enrollment.  We  also  issued  20  perfect  attend- 
ance diplomas  to  students  who  had  been  neither  tardy  nor  absent 
for  five  terms  of  school. 

Statuary  for  Rural  Schools. 

We  have  always  believed  in  a  beautiful  environment  for  every 
school,  an  environment  which  would  silently  co-operate  with  the 
teacher  in  the  mental,  aesthetic  and  spiritual  development  of  the 
children. 

This  term  the  rural  school  teachers  were  requested  to  place  in 
their  respective  school  rooms  one  piece  of  statuary.  The  results  were 
most  gratifying.  While  not  all  responded,  yet  we  have  placed  in  the 
rural  schools  of  the  county  60  pieces  of  statuary  at  a  cost  of  |219.88, 

Reports  to  School  Boards. 

Reports  were  made  by  the  superintendents  to  all  rural  school 
boards.  In  these  reports  the  most  needed  improvements  were  sug- 
gested. We  have  found  directors  willing  to  make  improvements  when 
the  suggestions  were  definite  and  showed  a  real  need. 

We  desire  to  thank  all  who  have  helped  to  make  it  ])ossible  for  us 
to  report  a  successful  school  year  for  Potter  county  and  especially 
do  we  thank  the  Department  for  the  mau}^  courtesies  and  splendid 
co-operation. 
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SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY— Liviiiiisloii  Sell /am-. 


If  we  can  judge  from  tlie  increased  interest  manifested  at  our 
Teachers'  Jnstitnte,  onr  Directors'  Convention,  and  the  <]ill'erent  edu- 
cational meetings  of  different  kinds  held  in  this  county  during  tlie 
year,  we  must  believe  that  the  past  school  year  was  the  best  nnder 
our  administration.  Never  before  was  greater  interest  displayed 
in  educational  work  than  was  displayed  in  the  school  year  1916-1917. 
Directors,  teachers,  and  patrons  have  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  our  schools.  This  condition  of  affairs  has  been  a  source 
of  great  gratification  to  me— and  it  augurs  well  for  the  future  educa- 
tional interests  of  this  great  county. 

High  Schools. 

The  growth  of  our  high  schools  has  been  and  is  a  conspicuous 
feature  of  our  educational  system.  During  the  past  five  years  at 
least  ten  of  the  high  schools  under  my  direct  supervision  have  im- 
proved their  rating  from  third  to  second  class,  and  three  from  second 
class  to  first.  East  Union,  McAdoo  and  Gordon  have  newly  estab- 
lished high  schools.  During  the  past  several  years  the  number  of 
non-resident  high  school  entrances  has  increased  twenty  per  cent. 
As  far  as  I  know,  there  are  only  three  or  four  districts  in  the  county 
v/hich  have  no  ready  or  convenient  access  to  a  high  school. 

Standards  of  efficiency  in  our  high  schools  have  been  raised  very 
materially  during  recent  years.  The  number  of  college  graduates  is 
constantl}^  on  the  increase. 

Teachers. 

This  past  year  the  number  of  applicants  for  provisional  certificates 
was  smaller  than  ever.  This  would  indicate  a  higher  standard  of 
preparation  in  teachers.  School  directors  are  more  and  more  desirous 
of  secui'ing  the  services  of  normal  graduates.  The  fact  that  an  in- 
ci easing  number  of  our  teachers  are  improving  themselves  by  taking 
special  i)rofessional  work  during  the  summer  months  is  a  hopeful  sign 
of  progress. 

We  experienced  a  scarcity  of  teachers  during  the  year.  I  believe 
that  ten  per  cent,  of  the  male  teachers  in  the  rural  districts  have 
dropped  out  of  the  teaching  profession.  Some  have  been  drafted, 
others  have  enlisted,  and  still  others  have  entered  into  more  lucrative 
employments. 
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The  higli  cost  of  living  and  other  conditions  have  had  a  tendency 
to  bring  about  Iiigher  sabiries  in  a  birge  number  of  our  school  dis- 
tricts. 

School  lUiildings. 

Norwegian  township  is  erecting  a  new  two  room  building  on  the 
(outskirts  of  Pottsville. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Neal,  a  well  known  coal  operator,  erected  a  line  building 
in  Foster  township.  A  year  after  its  erection  the  Foster  township 
school  board  purchased  this  building  from  Mr,  Neal.  This  building 
has  splendid  facilities  for  pupils  from  kindergarten  up  to  and  includ- 
ing the  eighth  grade.  The  school  has  an  orchestra  of  its  own,  tennis 
courts,  etc.  Mr.  Neal  employs  a  community  nurse  Avho  lives  in  the 
school  building  and  he  also  has  established  and  maintains  a  com- 
n-unity  library.  The  teachers  lodge  in  the  building.  I  believe  these 
conditions  to  be  unique  in  the  school  history  of  Schuylkill  county. 

I  have  been  trying  for  years  to  bring  about  better  school  conditions 
in  West  Penn  township.  I  am  hoping  that  the  present  progressive 
school  board  will  abandon  the  seventeen  antiquated  school  buildings 
scattered  all  over  the  district  and  consolidate  these  schools.  The 
consolidation  idea  seems  to  be  popular  among  the  patrons  and  di- 
rectors, and  I  believe  that  something  tangible  will  be  done  before 
long.  This  belief  is  emphasized  by  the  fact  that  the  directors  are  not 
planning  to  rebuild  or  replace  any  of  the  old  one-room  buildings. 

Schuylkill  Haven  has  completed  a  splendid  new  high  school  build- 
iug.  It  has  a  frontage  of  130  feet  and  a  depth  of  98  feet.  It  is  three 
stories  high,  contains  an  Assembly  Hall,  gymnasium,  rest  rooms, 
commercial,  manual  training  and  domestic  science  departments,  lab- 
oratories, lunch  rooms,  supply  rooms,  etc.  The  equipment  through- 
out is  of  the  very  best.  The  building,  for  its  size,  contents  and  finish 
is  considered  by  the  board  to  be  the  most  economical  ever  erected 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Porter  Township  Vocational  School  Building  is  now  under 
course  of  construction.  The  work  of  building  is  retarded  by  scarcity 
of  labor  and  railroad  conditions.  When  completed,  it  will  be  one  of 
the  finest  buildings  in  the  county.  The  vocational  school  work  is 
being  carried  on  in  temporary  quarters.  The  courses  of  study  are 
very  wide  and  cover  practically  every  phase  of  vocational  work  for 
boys  and  girls.  In  addition  to  vocational  work,  two  academic  sub- 
jects, one  of  which  is  English,  are  required. 

The  fine  new  high  school  building  of  Tass  township,  located  at 
Primrose,  is  now  nearing  completion.  The  building  is  two  stories 
high.  It  also  has  a  large  basement  in  which  the  chemical  labora- 
tories, gymnasium,  toilets  and  heating  plant  are  located.  The  equip- 
ment and  furnisliings  are  of  the  most  modern  and  approved  type. 
9 


128  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Ofif.  Doc. 

School  of  Methods. 

A  new  and  helpfnl  depavtnre  in  our  county  educational  work  was 
a  School  of  Methods,  which  was  held  in  the  Garfield  building,  Potts- 
ville,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  August  21  and  22,  1917.  This  con- 
ference was  a  great  success.  For  six  liours  each  day  the  two  hundred 
and  fifty  teacliers  present  listened  to  helpful  suggestions  and  took 
notes.  Although  primarily  intended  for  beginners  and  teachers  who 
had  taught  one  term,  the  conference  was  attended  by  many  older 
teachers,  as  well  as  superintendents  and  principals.  Some  districts 
had  every  teacher  registered.     The  program  follows: 

Tuesday  Forenoon,  August  21. 

Introductory  Kemarks,  Su]»t.  Livingston  Seltzer. 

"Preparation  for  First  Day  of  School,"  Assistant  (V).  Supt.  M.  N. 
I'^rank. 

"Beginning  Work  in  Numbers,"  Prof.  Grant  Delph,  Kutztown  State 
Normal  School. 

"Teaching  Spelling,"  Supt.  Seltzer. 

"Fall  Work  for  School  Agriculture,"  Dr.  J.  S.  Grim,  Dept.  of  Agri- 
culture, Kutztown  S.  N.  S. 

Tuesday  Afternoon,  August  21. 

''School  Room  Decoration  and  Improvement  of  School  Grounds," 
Prof.  E.  M.  Huntzinger,  former  principal  of  Hartford  Business  Col- 
lege. 

"Heating,  Lighting  and  Ventilating,"  Assistant  Co.  Supt.  Martin 
Foyle. 

"The  Teacher's  Attitude  Toward  the  School  and  the  Community," 
I'rof.  Barclay,  Supt.  of  Pottsville  Schools. 

"Fall  Work  for  School  Agriculture,"  Dr.  Grim. 

Wednesday  Forenoon,  August  22. 

"Making  School  Work  Practical,"  Asst.  Supt.  Foyle. 
"Some  Fundamentals  of  Success,"  Supt.  Barclay. 
"Programs,"  Prof.  J.  M.  Schrope,  Asst.  Co.  Supt. 
"First  Steps  in  Reading,"  Siipt.  Seltzer. 
"Hints  and  Helps,"  Prof.  Delph. 

Wednesday  Afternoon,  August  22. 

"Penmanship,"  Prof.  Huntzinger. 

"From  Oral  to  Written  Language,"  Asst.  Supt.  Schrope. 

"Phonics,"  Supt.  Seltzer. 

Conference  on  School  Problems. 
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Teachers  Institute. 

The  Fifty-fourth  Annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  heki  in  the  Hip- 
podrome at  Pottsville  from  October  10  to  October  20,  1910.  The 
number  of  teachers  enrolled  was  1,143.  The  program  was  of  a  high 
order  and  very  helpful  and  stimulating.     The  instructors  were: 

Dr.  Charles  Zenblin,  Lecturer  and  Author,  of  Boston. 

Dr.  George  H.  Tapy,  Head  of  Dept.  of  Education,  Wabash  College, 
Crawfordsville,  Indiana. 

Dr.  H.  W.  Foght,  Specialist  in  Rural  School  Practice,  United  States 
Bureau  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dr.  Chas.  H.  Albert,  Bloomsburg  State  Normal  School. 

Prof.  Thomas  L.  Gibson,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

Prof.  Harve  Tibbot,  Ebensburg,  Pa. 

Miss  Roxana  A.  Steele,  Horace  Mann  School  Teachers'  ( 'ollege,  New 
York. 

The  County  Directors  held  a  two  day  session  during  Teachers'  In- 
stitute week.  Eighty  per  cent,  of  the  directors  of  the  county  were 
enrolled.  Drs.  Zenblin,  Tapy  and  Foght  brouglit  them  helpful  and 
iiispiring  addresses. 

Splendid  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year  at  Klingers- 
town,  Hegins,  Sacramento  and  McKeansburg.  These  meetings  did 
much  to  inspire  teachers  and  patrons,  and  1  feel  .they  will  be  pro- 
ductive of  much  good  to  all  concerned. 

Assistant  County  Superintendents. 

The  wisdom  of  supplying  our  county  with  assistant  superintendents 
is  becoming  more  and  more  apparent.  They  are  a  great  help  in  mak- 
ing possible  a  closer  supervision  and  systematizing  of  the  school  work 
of  the  county.  By  the  help  of  my  three  assistants  I  was  enabled  to 
visit  all  my  schools  at  least  once;  and  whenever  I  felt  that  teachers 
needed  especial  help  and  advice,  I  could  visit  certain  schools  as  often 
as  I  thought  occasion  demanded. 

I  desire  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  all  those  who  directly 
and  indirectly  lent  their  aid  in  nmking  tlie  past  year  as  successful  as 
it  was. 


SNYDER  COUNTY— T.  A.  Stetler. 


We  are  able  to  report  good  work  in  the  majority  of  the  schools  of 
the  county.     Interest  in  the  cause  of  education  continues  to  grow. 

9—11—1917 
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It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  enthusiasm  of  .the  patrons  of  the  schools  in 
many  of  the  districts  of  the  county.  Our  local  institutes  and  county 
educational  meetings  were  well  attended  by  the  teachers  and  in  the 
most  of  places  by  the  public.  The  teachers  took  an  active  part  in  all 
Ihese  meetings. 

We  have  the  highest  praise  for  our  teachers  "as  a  body,  they  are 
loyal  to  the  profession,  and  are  taking  every  advantage  possible  to 
improve  their  condition.  We  have  some  jjoor  teachers,  and  some  very 
poor  teaching;  but  the  spirit  of  the  larger  number  of  our  teachers 
cannot  be  excelled  anywhere.  The  willingness  of  the  great  majority 
of  our  teachers  to  co-operate  in  the  work  makes  it  possible  to  accom- 
plish much  more  than  could  be  done  otherwise.  This  same  attitude 
has  been  assumed  by  the  patrons  and  the  pui)ils,  and  the  results  in 
the  school  room  are  much  better. 

The  men  who  represent  the  various  districts  of  the  county  as  school 
directors  are  alive  to  the  needs  of  the  schools.  They  are  putting 
forth  an  effort  to  bring  their  respective  districts  to  the  front. 

The  Monroe  school  district  erected  a  new  four  room  school  building 
at  Shamokin  Dam.     It  is  a  modern,  up  to  date  building. 

Commencement  exercises  were  held  by  all  of  the  high  schools  of 
the  county  with  the  exception  of  the  one  at  Shamokin  Dam.  This 
high  school  was  only  established  last  year. 

Seven  public  examinations  were  held  for  provisional  certificates, 
and  one  for  professional  certificates.  Sixty-eight  persons  were  exam- 
ined.   Of  these  ten  were  rejected. 

Number  of  teachers  without  previous  experience, 27 

Number  of  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates,  ...  4J) 

Number  of  teachers  holding  professional  certificates,  ...  46 

Number  of  teachers  holding  permanent  certificates,  ....  13 
Number  of  teachers  who  are  graduates  of  State  Normal 

Schools 15 

Number  of  teachers  who  are  graduates  of  colleges,  ....  7 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  to  the  schools  during  the  year  was 
two  hundred  eighty.  We  visited  every  school  in  the  county  twice, 
and  in  a  few  cases  found  it  necessary  to  visit  three  and  four  times. 

The  Annual  County  Institute  was  held  in  Middleburg,  Dec.  4-8. 
The  instructors  were  Dr.  R.  B.  Teitrick,  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction; Dr.  J.  I.  Woodruft',  Susquehanna  University;  Dr.  A.  L. 
Suhrie,  University  of  Pennsylvania ;  Dr.  TTiomas  Blaisdell,  State 
College ;  Dr.  Chas.  H.  Fisher,  West  Chester  State  Normal  School ; 
Prof.  J.  G.  Pentz,  State  High  School  Inspector;  and  Prof.  George 
Witmer,  Middleburg.  For  the  evening  sessions,  we  had  lectures  by 
Dr.  A.  L.  Suhrie,  Dr.  H.  D.  Hayes,  and  Chancellor  Bradford ;  and 
entertainments  by  The  Marigold  Quartette  and  The  Smith-Spring- 
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Holmes  Singers.  All  ol"  the  one  hundred  thirty  teachers  in  the  county 
were  enrolled  and  in  attendance  and  every  one  of  the  one  hundred  and 
thirty  teachers  in  the  county  are  enrolled  in  the  State  l^ducational 
Association. 

The  County  School  Directors'  Association  met  in  Middleburg 
Jaiiuaiy  10  and  11th.  There  were  seventy-four  directors  present. 
Dr.  Chas.  Lose,  of  the  Lock  Haven  State  Normal  School,  and  Dr.  A. 
B.  Van  Ormer,  of  Altoona,  delivered  lectures  before  the  directors. 
The  directors  discussed  ditferent  problems  pertaining  to  the  duties 
and  the  responsibilities  of  a  director.  The  meeting  was  beneficial  to 
all  who  M  ere  in  attendance. 

The  prospects  for  next  year  Avould  have  been  very  bright  had  it 
not  been  for  the  war.  We  are  going  to  lose  a  number  of  our  male 
teachers.  This  Avill  mean  that  tliere  will  be  a  larger  number  of  be-, 
ginners.  But  we  are  glad  to  state  that  those  who  present  themselves 
for  examination  for  certificates  for  the  first  time  are  coming  better 
prepared  than  formerly. 

We  are  striving  to  show  th(>  importance  of  continuing  the  work 
in  the  public  schools.  There  should  be  no  ''let  up"  in  the  work.  There 
is  a  greater  demand  to-day  than  ever  for  young  men  and  young 
women  of  clear,  intelligent  vision.  Unless  the  youth  of  our  country 
are  well  trained  now,  the  country  will  not  be  able  to  meet  conditions 
as  they  should  be  met  when  this  Avar  has  ended.  With  this  belief 
firmly  fixed  in  our  mind,  Ave  are  doing  all  possible  to  keep  everybody 
interested  and  active  in  the  educational  work. 

The  Department  has  been  very  helpful  to  me  for  Avliich  1  am  truly 
thankful.  The  school  directors,  patrons,  teachers,  and  pupils  have 
been  courteous,  and  the  public  press  has  been  unbiased  in  the  treat- 
ment of  educational  matters,  for  all  of  Avhich  I  am  truly  grateful. 


SOMERSET  COUNTY— D.  W.  Seibert. 


In  revieAving  the  work  of  tlie  past  year  Ave  are  pleased  to  report 
substantial  progress  in  spite  of  the  present  day  hindrances  to  the 
cause  of  education.  We  believe,  except  in  a  few  localities,  that  the 
advancement  of  the  educational  interests,  so  far  as  the  common 
schools  are  concerned,  has  met  the  demand  of  ])ublic  expectation. 

It  is  rather  difficult  to  nmke  an  estimate  of  just  Avhat  improve- 
ment has  been  made  in  an  educational  way  in  even  a  single  county. 
But  when  we  realize  that  the  term  was  lengthened,  new  and  better 
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buildings  were  erected,  the  total  enrollment  and  the  average  daily 
attendance  were  increased,  the  salaries  of  teachers  were  raised  and 
more  educational  meetings  were  held  with  a  better  attendance  and 
fi  greater  interest  manifested  on  the  i)art  of  the  public,  as  well  as, 
on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  we  are  convinced  that  commendable  prog- 
ress has  been  made  along  the  line  of  school  work. 

In  many  of  our  districts  a  higher  degree  of  enthusiasm  was  mani- 
fested. This  made  the  work  of  the  teachers  and  pupils  a  greater 
pleasure  and  established  a  more  intimate  co-operation  between  the 
schools  and  the  homes.  The  increased  interest  by  the  people  in  the 
advancement  of  their  children  is  a  highly  commendable  feature  in  the 
improvement  of  our  schools,  and  it  is  gratifying  evidence  of  the  educa- 
tional growth  of  the  communities.  The  spirit  of  improvement  has 
been  awakened  by  the  fact  that  many  of  our  best  teachers  are  leaving 
the  schools  for  more  remunerative  employment  which  fact  necessi- 
tates the  hiring  of  an  inferior  grade  of  teachers  or  the  increasing 
of  teachers'  salaries  commensurately  with  other  occupations.  Hince 
a  need  must  be  sincerely  felt  before  any  heroic  effort  will  be  put 
forth  to  supply  it,  this  temporary  hindrance  will  probably  have  a 
permanent  beneficial  effect  upon  the  schools.  Tlie  obtaining  of  a 
reasonable  degree  of  excellence  in  public  school  work  requires  the 
co-Ofjeration  of  so  nmny  interests  while  on  the  other  hand  there  are 
so  many  causes  that  conspire  to  retard  the  advancement  of  our 
schools  tliat  the  one  great  end— the  educating  and  training  of  chil- 
dren in  the  public  schools  is  indeed  a  difficult  problem.  The  more 
liberal  portion  of  the  patrons  of  a  school  district  sees  the  need  of 
improvements  and  advocates  changes  tliat  are  beneficial,  but  the 
majority  is  so  slow  in  changing  its  mode  of  thought  and  action  that 
conservatism  which  ought  to  prevent  retrogression  frequently  makes 
progress  impossible. 

Our  teachers  are  as  a  rule  energetic  and  progressive.  Many  are 
employing  all  available  means  to  further  fit  themselves  for  their 
work.  Nearly  all  are  subscribers  to  one  or  more  educational  publi- 
cations and  are  members  of  active  teachers'  societies.  A  great  ma- 
jority of  them  have  been  in  attendance  at  State  normals,  colleges  and 
other  schools.  Many  have  devoted  years  of  patient  and  successful 
toil  in  the  practice  of  teaching  and  have  thereby  equipped  themselves 
with  a  helpful  experience.  The  schools  entrusted  to  conscientious  and 
competent  teachers  always  realize  the  anticipations  of  good  results 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  compensation  is  not  sufficient  to  provoke 
professional  enthusiasm.  On  the  other  hand  we  have  our  quota  of 
teachers  who  through  indifference  do  not  accomplish  very  much  real 
school  work  during  their  administrations. 

The  State  Course  of  Study  which  we  have  localized  to  meet  our 
condilioiis  is  .yielding  excellent  results.     Tlirough  it  we  have  system- 
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atized  our  Avork  and  rendered  the  problem  of  supervision  more 
helpful.  To  further  assist  the  teachers,  a  detailed  outline  of  the 
course  of  study  was  sent  to  each  teacher,  showing  what  work  is 
required  each  month.  A  program  was  also  sent  to  each  teacher  of 
the  one-room  schools.  This  program  called  for  the  combination  and 
alternation  of  classes  and  arrangement  of  tlie  work  so  that  the  num- 
ber of  daily  recitations  was  reduced  to  the  minimum.  During  the 
teiTU  letters  were  sent  out  to  the  teachers  making  suggestions  in 
teaching  the  different  subjects.  Lists  of  examination  and  test  ques- 
tions were  also  sent  to  test  the  ability  of  the  pui)ils  in  order  to  secure 
better  gradation.  As  a  result  we  secured  more  accurate  grading 
and  the  proper  organization  of  the  schools. 

During  the  year  a  number  of  new  school  buildings  were  erected. 
All  have  been  constructed  along  modern  lines  with  a  view  to  the  com- 
fort, convenience  and  health  of  the  children.  Each  building  is  con- 
structed in  accord  with  the  State's  plans.  A  number  of  them  are 
equipped  with  steam  heat,  electric  lights,  sanitary  drinking  fountains 
and  proper  indoor  toilets. 

Educational  meetings  were  held  in  nearly  all  of  tlie  disti'icts.  Many 
of  them  were  largely  attended  by  teachers,  directors  and  citizens. 
A  fine  degree  of  popular  enthusiasm  was  awakened  by  these  gather- 
ings. In  addition  monthly  teachers'  meetings  were  held.  These  meet- 
ings in  which  methods  were  dismissed  and  explained  served  as  a 
training  school  for  the  teachers.  They  were  of  particular  value  to 
the  inexperienced,  as  well  as  an  aid  to  the  trained  ones. 

The  County  Institute,  which  constitutes  the  foremost  educational 
event  of  the  year,  proved  to  be  a  decided  innovation.  It  was  an  open 
air  meeting  held  in  Edgewood  Grove  during  the  week  beginning 
August  28.  The  meeting  was  highly  enjoyed  by  all  in  attendance 
and  in  i)oint  of  interest,  comfort  and  inspiration  was  all  that  could 
be  desired.  The  instiiictors  were  Dr.  P.  P.  Claxton,  U.  8.  Commis- 
sioner of  Education;  Dr.  Frank  Wright,  Superintendent  of  Union- 
town  Schools ;  Dr.  Ambrose  L.  Suhrie,  Professor  of  Kural  Education, 
University  of  Pennsylvania  ;  Hon.  Henrj-  Houck,  Secretary  of  Internal 
Affairs;  Prof.  W.  S.  Hertzog,  Principal  of  Southwestern  State  Normal 
School ;  Miss  Marj^  Cooper,  Supervisor  of  Primary  Work  of  Johns- 
town Schools,  and  Prof.  Yetter,  Supervisor  of  Music,  Bloomsl)urg, 
Pa.  Tlie  evening  attractions  were:  Lectures  by  Judge  George  D. 
Alden  and  Dr.  Arthur  Walwyn  Evans,  a  debate  on  the  (juestion  "That 
National  Safety  Demands  a  I*rom]>t  Increase  in  the  Army  and  Navy," 
by  Lionel  I).  Edi<!  and  Rei'iiard  C.  Clausen,  and  a  concert  by  the 
Metropolitan  Artists,  with  preludes  by  the  Floyd  Featliersloiie  Con- 
cert C(jmpany. 

The  twenty-sixth  annual  session  of  the  Somerset  County  Directors' 
Association  was  held  in  the  court  house  at  Somerset,  November  28 


134  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

and  20.  Hon.  R.  M.  McNeal  was  present  and  greatly  aided  by  his 
helpful  and  inspiring  addresses.  Our  conventions  are  becoming  more 
generally  attended  and  are  shedding  an  influence  that  is  productive 
of  a  decided  improvement  in  our  schools. 

In  conclusion  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  continued 
kindness  of  the  Department  of  Public  Inslruction  in  giving  advice, 
and  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  county  press  for  publishing 
matters  of  an  educational  nature,  as  well  as  to  the  directors,  teaclicis 
and  patrons  for  their  co-operation  in  our  school  work. 


Sl'LLIVAN  COUNTY-  11.  R.  Henninir. 


The  closing  year  leaves  signs  of  progress  and  marked  achievements 
ill  the  school  work  of  our  county. 

Our  teachers  nuuiifest  splendid  spirit.  Realizing  the  necessity  of 
careful  and  thoughtful  preparation  for  their  work,  many  of  our 
teachers  are  attending  the  normal  schools,  State  College  and  tlie 
Sullivan  County  Summer  School  and  equipping  themselves  for  more 
etficient  work.  At  least  50  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  of  the  county 
attended  these  institutions  during  a  portion  of  the  school  term. 

It  would  increase  the  efficiency  of  our  schools  if  the  value  of  a 
good  teacher,  year  after  year  to  the  same  school,  were  recognized 
to  a  degree  of  increasing  her  salary  for  the  purpose  of  making  her 
l)Osition  more  permanent.  With  our  small  salaries  our  best  teachers 
soon  leave  us.  The  plan  of  changing  teachers  year  after  year  de- 
j)rives  both  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  basis  of  successful  school  work. 
The  teacher  must  know  thoroughly  the  mind  of  the  ]>upil  to  do  her 
most  efficient  work  as  a  teacher. 

The  salaries  of  the  teachers  have  increased  but  little,  in  many  of 
the  districts,  they  are  the  same  as  previous  years,  but  the  increased 
expenses  of  the  teacher  are  very  apparent.  Thus  the  opportunities 
of  the  teacher  to  better  fit  herself  for  school  responsibilities  are 
diminished.    This  will  be  noticed  on  the  efficiency  of  school  work. 

We  believe  it  would  be  a  great  step  in  the  progress  of  education 
if  the  State  would  appropriate  funds  to  pay  the  tuition  of  teachers 
deisiring  to  attend  college  and  high  class  summer  scliools  convenient 
to  them  in  addition  to  offering  free  tuition  to  those  attending  State 
College. 

The  attendance  in  our  schools  reached  it  liighest  mark  under  my 
supervision.     Owing  to  much  of  the  county  l»eing  sparsely  settled. 
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iiiucli  inclement  weather  brings  the  attendance  to  a  1o\a-  niaik.  The 
niarked  attendance  this  year  is  attributed  to  the  small  amount  of 
snowfall,  and  the  continuation  of  the  schools  late  into  the  school 
year.  Although  the  supervisory  officers  of  the  schools  are  generally 
vigilant  and  believe  in  a  thorough  enforcement  of  the  compulsory 
l.^w,  they  could  not  conscientiously  enforce  attendance  u.nder  some 
of  our  climatic  conditions. 

During  the  year  the  Superintendent  visited  all  the  schools  of  the 
county  once,  many  of  the  schools  the  second  time,  and  some  of  the 
schools  the  third  time,  besides  conducting  a  spelling  contest  which 
was  carried  into  each  district  of  the  county.  Mid-term  and  final 
examinations  were  held  for  the  graded  schools.  At  the  close  of  the 
year  we  have  all  eighth  grade  pupils  meet  at  some  central  point  in 
their  respective  districts  for  the  examinations,  and  all  who  pass 
are  given  certificates  for  admission  to  the  high  schools.  The  final 
examinations  were  conducted  by  committees  of  the  teachers  appointed 
by  the  Superintendent.  The  grades  with  the  papers  are  sent  to  the 
office  of  the  Superintendent  for  his  approval,  who  forwards  the  certifi- 
cates to  the  candidates  whose  qualifications,  based  upon  the  written 
test,  warrants  them. 

Nine  of  the  thirteen  districts  of  the  county  have  high  schools.  An 
opportunity  for  securing  a  high  school  education  is  now  available  to 
every  boy  and  girl  in  Sullivan  county  and  at  least  85  per  cent,  can 
get  an  education  boarding  at  their  respective  homes. 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  high  school  work  was  the  speaking 
contest.  In  some  of  the  high  schools  each  member  was  required  to 
enter  into  the  local  contest  to  ascertain  which  Avere  best  qualified 
for  the  county  contest.  Although  this  innovation  required  much  extra 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  and  pupils,  we  feel  the  benefits 
derived  demands  the  continuation  of  the  work. 

Fifty-three  pupils  were  graduated  from  the  high  school  last  year. 

As  usual  the  county  institute  was  the  big  educational  event  of  the 
year.    All  of  the  teachers  were  in  attendance. 

Instructors:  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeflfer,  Supt.  of  Public  Instruction,  Har- 
risburg.  Dr.  W.  C.  Miller,  Lecturer  and  Manager  State  Health  Ex- 
hibits, Harrisburg,  Prof.  N.  C.  Benson,  Dept.  of  Languages,  Lock 
Haven  Normal,  Dr.  D.  J.  Waller,  Principal  State  Normal,  Blooms- 
burg,  Alys  E.  Carmody,  Instructor  Palmer  Method  Business  Writing, 
New  York,  Miss  Hill,  Stroudsburg  State  Normal  and  Miss  Elizabeth 
Haas,  of  Allentown,  Conductor  of  Music. 

The  Evening  Attractions  were:  * 
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Monday,  Melodrama,  Miss  Haas,  Miss  Hill,  Address,  Dr.  W.  C. 
Miller,  Tuesday,  The  Shubert  Concert  Company,  Wednesday,  Victor's 
Knickerbocker  Band  and  Thursday,  The  Weatherwax  Brothers 
Quartet. 

The  annual  Directors'  Convention  was  held  in  the  high  school  build- 
ing at  Dushore,  Thursday,  Oct.  19th.  Each  director  present  seemed 
greatly  interested  in  the  subjects  presented  for  discussion. 

John  W.  Brown  and  Chas  Baumunk,  of  Elkland  township,  and 
George  Kester,  of  Forks  township,  presented  reports  of  the  State 
meeting  at  Harrisburg. 

Speakers  who  addressed  the  convention  other  than  directors  were: 
Dr.  M.  E.  Heermann,  Dushore,  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Prof.  N.  C.  Benson 
and  Dr.  D.  J.  Waller. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year:  Attorney 
F  W.  Meylert,  Laporte  borough,  president,  M.  C.  Horn,  Laporte  town- 
ship, first  vice  president,  John  Heiber,  Cherry  township,  second  vice 
president,  H.  L.  Molyneux,  Forks  township,  secretary,  Fred  Rogers, 
Forksville  borough,  treasurer,  and  Robert  Hoag,  Dushore  borough, 
auditor. 

Delegates  to  State  Convention:  George  Hartzig,  Cherry  township, 
Harvey  Hess,  Laporte  township,  Fred  Rogers,  Forksville  borough. 
Alternates:  Joel  Dutter,  Colley  township,  John  Yaw,  Forks  town- 
ship and  C.  P.  McCarty,  Elkland  township. 

The  Sullivan  County  Teachers'  Association  held  a  meeting  at 
Estella  November  10  and  1 1th,  with  about  60  per  cent,  of  the  teachers 
(;f  the  county  present. 

The  general  topics  of  discussion  were:  The  County  Standard 
School,  The  High  School  Speaking  Contest,  Community  Activities  and 
Teacher's  Retirement  Fund  Bill. 

Local  meetings  were  held  in  each  district  of  the  county.  The 
county  is  divided  into  three  sections,  and  each  section  holds  at  least 
one  meeting  in  each  district  of  which  it  is  composed. 

This  plan  gives  each  teacher  the  opportunity  of  attending  several 
meetings  during  the  school  term.  These  meetings  have  been  well 
attended,  and  much  interest  shown  on  the  part  of  teachers. 

The  writer's  thanks  are  extended  to  all  who  have  contributed  to 
the  success  of  the  school  year. 
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SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY— Geo.  A.  Stearns. 


In  spite  of  the  disappointments  and  inconveniences  which  many 
teachers  experienced  by  the  action  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  last 
fall,  they  entered  upon  the  work  in  October  with  energy  and  interest. 

Weather  and  health  conditions  were  favorable  thronghout  the  year 
except  in  the  western  part  of  the  county,  where  infantile  paralysis, 
scarlet  fever  and  measles  affected  a  few  schools.  On  the  whole  the 
attendance  was  very  good. 

We  experienced  much  difficulty  in  securing  the  required  number  of 
teachers,  especially  for  our  high  schools.  Eleven  of  the  sixteen  prin- 
cipals were  changed,  nearly  all  of  the  new  ones  having  had  little 
or  no  high  school  experience.  Fortunately,  however,  nearly  all  were 
successful,  and  will  be  retained  another  year. 

The  number  of  teachers  who  hold  provisional  certificates  is  decreas- 
ing, and  the  number  holding  normal  diplomas  is  on  the  increase.  We 
have  endeavored  to  maintain  a  reasonably  high  standard  for  profes- 
sional certificates,  making  the  everyday  work  of  the  teacher  a  con- 
trolling factor  in  granting  these  certificates. 

None  of  our  schools  qualified  last  year  as  Standard  County  Schools, 
but  hope  some  will  do  so  the  coming  year. 

Although  a  few  districts  still  seem  to  hold  to  the  idea  that  "any 
one  who  holds  a  certificate"  will  do  to  teach,  most  of  the  directors 
are  taking  a  live  interest  in  the  selection,  and  the  person  who  is 
not  alive  to  the  work  soon  finds  it  difficult  to  secure  a  position. 

The  one  new  school  building  erected  last  year  was  at  Dimock.  This 
A\as  the  gift  of  Messrs.  Francis  R.  Cope,  Jr.,  and  Percy  Balentine. 

It  is  a  beautiful  four  room  building,  of  hollow  tile  construction, 
having  a  large  basement  and  the  best  of  heating  and  furniture  equip- 
ment. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Tingley  gave  the  ground,  which  is  adjacent  to  the  com- 
munity building  and  athletic  field,  thus  making  the  location  ideal. 

The  conditions  upon  which  the  gift  was  made  were  that  all  the  one 
room  schools  in  the  district  except  two  be  consolidated,  and  that  a 
high  school  of  at  least  third  grade  be  maintained.  The  first  condi- 
tion met  with  some  opposition  from  a  few  who  believe  that  the  small 
one  room  school  still  meets  present  day  conditions  and  requirements. 
One  noticeable  fact  stands  out  clearly.  Tlie  percentage  of  attendance 
in  this  district  in  1915-10  was  81;  in  1916-17,  92.  The  latter  percent- 
age has  been  reached  but  once  in  ten  years. 
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The  building  was  formally  presented  to  the  district  in  March,  Dr. 
Becht,  of  the  State  Board,  was  present  and  gave  an  instructive  and 
inspiring  address. 

Mr.  Cope's  presentation  address  reflected  his  deep  interest  in  mat- 
ters educational.    His  wording  of  the  dedicatory  tablet  is: 
This  Building  is  Dedicated 
to  the 
Boys  and  Girls  of  Dimock  Township 
for  their 
Education  for  Service 
by  the 
Training  of  Mind  and  Hand 

and  the 
Development  of  Character. 

A  few  buildings  throughout  the  county  are  being  improved  as 
required  by  the  State  Health  Department,  especially  with  reference 
to  lighting.  In  this  connection  several  of  our  districts  are  indebted 
to  Dr.  J.  G.  Wilson,  of  Montrose,  who  inspects  yearly  about  twenty- 
five  schools.  He  had  done  much  to  encourage  painting  and  papering, 
and  has  presented  them  with  many  excellent  pictures. 

He  also  gave  a  valuable  address  at  the  Directors'  Association  on 
''Improvement  of  School  Grounds  and  Buildings."  He  presented  each 
director  with  an  attractively  illustrated  pamphlet  containing  the 
address. 

In  August,  community  picnics  were  held  in  several  places  in  the 
county.  Prof.  Feterolf  and  Miss  Perry,  of  the  State  Vocational  Bu- 
reau, and  Mr.  Engle,  the  Farm  Bureau  agent,  being  present  and 
speaking. 

Lathrop  township  held  an  election  on  the  question  of  bonding  the 
toAvn  for  the  erection  of  a  consolidated  school  building,  but  owing 
largely  to  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  location  the  vote  was  negative. 

This,  and  several  other  districts,  will  need  to  spend  a  considerable 
amount  in  repairing  or  rebuilding  their  houses. 

Ten  local  teachers'  meetings  were  held  in  various  parts  of  the 
county,  besides  the  County  Association  at  Hallstead,  and  the  County 
Institute  at  Montrose. 

Parent-Teacher  Associations  were  maintained  at  Susquehanna, 
JMontrose,  Forest  City,  Harford  and  Brooklyn.  The  latter  place  or- 
ganized this  year  for  the  first,  and  conducted  some  excellent, meetings. 

The  Assistant  Superintendent  is  an  important  factor  in  school 
progi'ess  and  efficiency.  Five  hundred  sixty-one  visits  were  made, 
and  many  inexperienced  teachers  were  given  valuable  assistance  in 
their  work,  sometimes  saving  the  whole  year's  work  from  failure. 

We  appreciate  the  help  and  encouragement  received  from  many 
with  whom  we  have  come  in  contact  in  the  performance  of  our  work. 
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TIOGA  COUNTY— E.  A.  Retail. 


The  work  of  the  schools  has  been  very  satisfactory  duriii;^-  the  year 
jjist  closed  when  it  is  considered  that  the  opening  of  the  schools  was 
<lclayed  for  a  month  and  that  many  of  the  older  pupils  left  before 
the  schools  closed  to  assist  upon  the  farms  and  to  do  their  part 
towards  increasing  the  food  supply.  The  suggestion  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  excuse  all  boys  who  were  willing  to  work  and  who  could  be 
of  assistance  in  increasing  the  acreage  of  crops  was  well  received  by 
our  principals  and  generally  carried  out. 

One  of  the  greatest  problems  of  the  year  was  to  provide  necessary 
teachers  for  the  rural  schools  and  to  tind  substitute  teachers  to  take 
the  places  of  those  who  resigned  during  the  year.  Perhaps,  never 
before  in  a  single  year  were  there  so  many  teachers  to  drop  out  of  the 
ranks.  One-third  of  the  teachers  of  the  year  1915-1910,  for  various 
reasons,  discontinued  their  teaching  service  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
Fifty-seven  or  a  little  more  than  one-half  of  the  teachers  employed 
to  take  the  positions  thus  left  open,  were  without  teaching  experience ; 
and  it  became  necessary  to  add  to  the  number  holding  provisional 
certificates,  yet  it  was  required  that  all  applicants  be  graduates  of 
high  schools  or  have  the  equivalent  of  a  high  school  training.  Of 
our  312  teachers,  16.0  were  graduates  of  a  normal  school,  16  were 
college  graduates,  and  13  held  either  county  or  State  permanent  cer- 
tificates. Our  high  school  graduates  do  not,  as  a  whole,  measure 
up  to  the  standard  that  is  expected,  especially  in  arithmetic  and 
j:,rammar ;  and  as  the  demand  for  teachers  requires  us  to  license  some 
of  these,  it  is  felt  that  these  subjects  should  be  given  a  thorough 
review  in  the  last  year  of  the  high  school  course. 

Less  has  been  accomplished  in  construction  and  improvement  of 
buildings  than  in  any  of  several  years  past.  Lawrenceville  will  com- 
plete a  new  six-room  building  for  the  opening  of  school  this  fall. 
Wellsboro  is  planning  for  an  annex  of  sufficient  capacity  to  care  for 
its  growing  school  poinilation.  Many  needed  improvements  were 
deferred  by  reason  of  the  excessive  cost  of  materials  and  the  scarcity 
of  labor.  One  thousand  six  hundred  eighty-two  dollars  and  twenty- 
two  cents  was  raised  by  teachers  of  the  rural  schools  and  spent  for 
additional  equipment,  such  as  globes,  maps,  etc.,  611  books  were  added 
to  the  libraries,  and  many  fine  pictures  were  purchased.  Arbor  Day 
was  duly  observed  in  the  larger  number  of  the  schools,  and  258 
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tvees  and  89  shrubs  were  planted.    A  suggestive  program  was  seut  to 
all  the  teachers  for  this  occasion. 

•  The  reports  of  rural  teachers  show  a  great  and  increasing  interest 
in  the  social  and  economic  welfare  of  the  neighborhoods.  Two  thou- 
sand visitors  were  present  on  Patron's  Day.  Nine  hundred  ninety- 
four  "Certificates  of  Award"  were  granted  to  pupils  who  had  sat- 
isfactorily completed  the  course  in  English  Literature  as  designated 
in  the  State  Course  of  Study  for  the  Elementary  Schools.  Hot 
lunches  are  common  in  cold  weather;  sewing  and  construction  work 
receive  much  attention;  play-ground  equipment  is  making  its  appear- 
ance in  out  of  the  way  places.  Added  to  these,  Mothers'  Clubs  and 
Parent-Teacher  Associations  are  increasing  in  number  and  in  their 
influence  in  the  county.  There  is  a  marked  interest  and  enthusiasm 
in  the  support  which  the  schools  and  the  parents  give  to  each  other 
in  the  districts  where  these  activities  are  in  progress.  These  are  the 
places  where  the  schools  receive  the  greatest  moral  and  financial  sup- 
port ;  and  it  is  here  that  we  find  the  highest  school  spirit  and  the 
most  marked  advancement  of  the  children. 

Five  potato  clubs  are  under  the  direction  of  the  County  Agent, 
Mr.  E.  J.  Perry,  who  is  co-operating  with  the  school  organization 
in  farm  improvement.  One  hundred  thirty  boys  are  enrolled  from 
Delmar,  Liberty,  Mansfield,  Richmond,  Sullivan  and  Wellsboro  school 
districts.  The  members  are  enthusiastic  and  their  work  is  producing 
results.  Seed  testing  was  generally  practiced ;  and  there  are  more 
than  three  hundred  fifty  children  engaged  in  club  work  not  directlj'^ 
under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Agent.  Most  of  these  inde- 
pendent club  workers  are  located  in  the  vicinity  of  Delmar  school 
district.  Granges,  banks  and  individuals  are  responding  w'ell  to 
the  call  for  assistance  to  secure  prizes  for  the  clubs.  One  club  will 
have  a  pure  bred  pig  ofi'ered  as  the  first  prize. 

The  Forty-ninth  Annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  at  Wellsboro 
October  10-20.  The  instructors  were  as  follows:  Dr.  Jessie  White, 
L'^niversity  of  Pittsburgh ;  Dr.  Edwin  E.  Sparks,  State  College ;  Dr. 
William  R.  Straughn,  Mansfield  State  Normal  School ;  High  School 
Inspector  Dennison,  and  Dr.  William  C.  Muller,  Department  of 
Health.  The  evening  entertainments  were  of  the  usual  high  order, 
and  the  day  sessions  were  an  entire  success. 

It  is  with  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  Miss  Marion  Law- 
rence, of  the  Westfield  school,  Miss  Hazel  Smettem,  of  the  Arnot 
school,  and  Miss  Margaret  Williams,  of  the  Knoxville  school.  These 
j^oung  ladies  gave  promise  of  becoming  strong  teachers  and  ladies  of 
much  usefulness  to  society. 
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UNION  COUNTY— Win.  W.  Spigelmyer. 


It  is  a  pleasant  duty  to  review  the  work  of  the  past  year  which  has 
been  done  in  the  schools  of  this  county. 

The  State  quarantine  for  infantile  paralysis  broke  up  things  badly 
in  the  beginning  of  the  term.  There  had  been  but  one  case  of  the 
disease  in  the  county,  which  had  been  imported  from  Dehiware.  Be- 
cause of  the  lateness  in  opening,  we  urged  the  farmers  to  make  a 
special  effort  to  hasten  their  fall  work  on  the  farms  that  when  the 
schools  would  open  every  pupil  would  be  in  school.  It  was  very 
gratifying  to  see  that  generally  this  recpiest  was  heeded,  and  com- 
paratively few  pupils  were  registered  after  the  first  week.  This  in  a 
measure  made  the  work  easier  for  the  teachers  to  organize  their 
classes. 

I  notice  a  better  school  spirit  developing  among  seventh  and  eighth 
grade  pupils;  they  are  more  earnest  in  their  work.  This  is  due 
to  the  prospect  of  entering  high  school  at  some  distant  date.  The 
effect  is  noticeable  in  the  work  of  every  grade.  The  teacher  has 
something  definite  for  which  to  work.  Seventy-two  pupils  in  the 
rural  schools  were  granted  high  school  entrance  certificates;  later, 
tbey  enrolled  in  the  high  school  most  convenient  to  their  homes. 

Kelly  and  White  Deer  townships  held  graduating  exercises  for 
their  eighth  grade  pupils  who  received  county  diplomas.  These  exer- 
cises have  had  a  splendid  effect  in  keeping  the  educational  spirit  of 
these  districts  at  a  high  pitch. 

High  Schools. 

Lewisburg — Prof.  H.  S.  Bourne,  principal,  with  his  four  assistants, 
have  closed  the  most  successful  year  in  the  school's  history.  Tlie  work 
in  the  departments  is  well  organized.  A  class  of  thirty-two  were 
graduated  at  the  last  commencement.  The  present  high  school  is  too 
small  to  accommodate  the  pupils  properly.  Another  teacher  Avill  be 
added  next  year.  Plans  are  now  under  consideration  to  build  a  new 
high  school  building. 

Mifflinburg — Prof.  E.  O.  Bickel,  principal,  with  his  two  assistants, 
have  closed  a  year  that  was  crowned  with  success.  This  school  has 
almost  doubled  its  numbers  in  the  last  six  years.  A  class  of  twenty- 
three  were  graduated,  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  school.  An- 
other teacher  is  badly  needed  as  well  as  a  more  modern  building  to 
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bouse  the  school.     l*hnis  and  speeilicatioiis  are  being  woiked  our  lor 
tlie  needed  improvements  to  meet  modern  conditions. 

Lewis  Township — Prof,  Frank  I*.  Boyer,  principal,  closed  a  year 
that  will  be  remembered,  graduating  a  class  of  ten. 

Hartley  Township — Prof.  Harold  Musser,  principal,  graduated  a 
class  of  five. 

Gregg  Township — Prof,  Ralph  Witmer,  princiijal,  started  some 
work  along  agricultural  lines  that  had  a  good  etfect  on  the  entire 
district.  He  conducted  stock  judging  contests,  corn  contests  and  in 
other  ways  tried  to  link  the  work  of  the  school  with  that  of  I  he  com 
munity.  So  far  as  this  school  is  concerned  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
Prof.  Witmer  has  enlisted  in  his  country's  service.  Pour  pupils  were 
graduated  from  this  school. 

The  graduating  exercises  held  in  each  of  the  above  named  schools 
were  in  every  particular  a  manifestation  of  the  work  that  is  being 
done  in  our  county  to  advance  secondary  education.  We  notice<l 
that  at  none  of  these  exercises  was  their  a  building  in  the  community 
large  enough  to  accommodate  all  who  came  to  hear. 

County  Institute. 

The  county  institute,  held  in  Lewisburg  from  December  IS  to  22, 
was  one  long  to  be  remembered  for  the  inspiration  given  and  the 
spirit  manifested  by  all  who  were  present.  The  teachers  were  all 
present.  The  display  work  was  fine  in  every  particular.  The  rural 
schools  had  many  new  features  on  display  that  were  worthy  of  notice. 
The  instructors  were  Dr.  Thomas  C.  Blaisdell,  State  College;  Dr. 
Chas.  H.  Gordinier,  of  Millersville  State  jSfonnal  and  Dr.  D.  J. 
Waller,  Jr.,  of  Bloomsburg  State  Normal.  Rev.  E.  C.  Keeboch  of 
Harrisburg  had  charge  of  the  music  while  Miss  Elbina  L.  Bender 
took  charge  of  the  piano. 

The  institute  instructors  were  used  in  the  Directors'  Convention, 
Vvhich  was  held  on  December  21st  in  the  High  School  room  at  Lewis- 
burg. Some  spirited  discussions  developed  over  some  of  the  questions 
pertaining  to  school  administration.  The  evening  entertainments 
were  "The  Curse  of  the  Forest,"  a  motion  picture  developed  by  tlie 
State  Forestry  Dei)artment.  Monday  night.  Teachers'  Reception,  Dr. 
Barbour,  Portrayals  from  Charles  Dickens'  Works,  and  The  Bern  a 
Concert  Company. 

Educational  Meetings. 

Local  institutes  were  lield  in  seven  of  the  school  districts  where 
questions  pertaining  to  improved  conditions  of  the  school  were  ex- 
plained and  programs  were  rendered  by  the  schools  of  the  districts. 
It  was  our  object  to  have  as  many  educational  meetings  throughout 
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lie  county  as  we  coald  attend,  and  while  it  made  a  great  deal  of 
extra  work,  it  paid  large  dividendis  in  that  it  prepared  the  way  many 
times  for  some  advance  movement  which  was  to  be  launched,  as  well 
as  keeping  the  school  before  the  patrons. 

More  than  |700  have  been  raised  by  the  teachers  and  pnpils  by 
holding  box  socials.  The  money  was  spent  in  adorning  the  school 
rooms  or  in  jdacing  organs  in  the  schools.  This  gives  an  excellent 
opportunity  for  teacher  and  patron  to  get  acquainted,  which  means 
much  in  rural  communities. 

The  Miltiinburg  High  School  organized  a  debating  team  to  repre- 
sent the  scliool  in  the  Central  Debating  League,  there  being  no  other 
team  in  the  county  this  team  represented  the  county  in  the  district 
debate  which  was  held  in  Williamsport,  where  teams  representing 
Lycoming,  Clinton,  Tioga  and  Union  counties  competed.  The  Miflflin- 
burg  team  won  the  cup  in  this  debate  and  represented  this  district  in 
the  final  debate  at  State  College  in  May.  While  they  lost  to  Hunting- 
don county  in  the  final  contest  the  training  they  received  and  the 
interest  it  aroused  in  public  speaking  were  well  worth  the  eftort. 

Some  military  training  was  done  in  the  Lewisburg  high  school 
by  some  of  the  high  school  boys  that  belong  to  Company  M,  who 
had  been  on  the  Mexican  border.  In  a  measure  it  looks  as  if  military 
training  in  the  high  schools  would  reach  more  individual  pupils  than 
the  athletic  activities  now  followed.  May  Day  exercises  were  held 
in  both  Lewisburg  and  Mifflinburg  and  nmny  people  came  out  to  see 
the  plays  worked  out  by  the  schools. 

The  Centennial  school  house  in  West  Buft'alo  township  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  last  November  and  the  pupils  from  that  school  were 
distributed  in  three  other  schools  of  the  district. 

Another  room  is  being  added  to  the  West  Milton  school  that  the 
pupils  of  that  growing  town  might  be  more  properly  accommodated. 

Plans  have  been  approved  for  the  first  Central  School  in  the  county, 
v.hich  is  to  be  built  during  the  next  school  year.  Lewis  township 
has  seven  schools  which  will  be  consolidated  to  form  this,  central 
school.  It  is  our  fond  hope  that  this  may  prove  to  be  the  solution 
for  the  districts  that  have  so  many  small  schools. 

Bucknell  closed  another  successful  year's  work.  More  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  of  her  students  volunteered  for  military  service, 
which  in  a  measure  interfered  with  their  work;  but  she  proved  her 
loyalty  to  her  county's  cause  by  not  registering  a  complaint. 

Union  Seminary,  located  at  New  Berlin,  a  landmark  as  an  educa- 
tional center,  closed  for  a  number  of  years,  has  been  sold  to  the 
Friends,  who  expect  to  open  it  for  school  purposes. 

During  the  year  word  reached  us  that  former  County  Superintend- 
ent Prof.  A.  Burrows,  who  served  the  schools  of  the  county  in  the 
early  eighties,  had  died  at  his  home  in  North  Dakota. 
10 
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While  the  work  of  the  year  has  been  very  successful  from  every 
point  of  view,  there  is  still  a  desire  for  even  better  conditions  that  the 
youth  of  this  county  may  receive  the  very  best  that  can  be  given 
them  as  a  preparation  for  life.  Personally  the  superintendent  was 
confined  to  the  house  for  five  weeks  which  made  the  work  rather 
heavy  when  he  was  able  to  get  around  again. 

We  appreciate  very  much  the  assistance  of  all  the  factors  that  have 
helped  in  administering  the  duties  of  the  office.  We  thank  the 
teachers  and  directors  and  others  interested  in  the  public  schools 
for  their  loyalty  and  support;  the  press  for  its  interest  as  shown  in 
the  reports  given  all  of  our  educational  meetings;  the  Department 
o*:  Public  Instruction  for  its  many  kindnesses  throughout  the  year. 


VENANGO  COUNTY— Dallas  W.  Armstrong. 


Although  the  schools  were  one  month  late  in  opening,  every  school 
in  the  county  was  visited  once,  many  of  them  twice  and  some  three 
or  four  times. 

The  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  the  Franklin  High 
School  Auditorium  December  18-22,  191G,  The  instructors  were: 
Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
Harrisburg,  Pa. ;  Dr.  Robert  A.  Armstrong,  University  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, Morgantown,  W.  Va.;  Prof.  Charles  H.  Albert,  Bloomsburg 
Normal  School,  Bloomsburg,  Pa.;  President  Weir  C.  Ketler,  Grove 
City  College,  Grove  City,  Pa.,  and  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter,  Bloomsburg, 
Pa.  The  evening  entertainments  were:  Dr.  Arthur  W.  Evans,  the 
Florentine  Musicians,  Apollo  Concert  Company. 

The  School  Directors'  Association  held  its  annual  meeting  in  the 
court  house  at  Franklin,  January  18-19,  1917.  Dr.  J.  George  Becht, 
Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  assisted 
the  directors  in  this  meeting. 

For  several  years  our  high  schools  have  been  giving  much  attention 
to  the  inter-high  school  debates.  This  year  there  was  more  than  the 
usual  interest.  There  is  no  school  activity  that  gives  better  results. 
The  interest  in  English  has  been  increased,  the  students  have  been 
given  an  excellent  training  in  definite  reading,  logical  thinking  and 
public  speaking.  The  enthusiasm  of  the  students  was  excelled  even 
by  the  enthusiasm  of  the  teachers,  parents  and  patrons.  This  work 
will  be  continued. 
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The  policy  of  the  school  administration  of  this  county  has  been 
to  allow  the  agricultural  organizations  of  the  county,  state  and 
nation  for  which  the  various  departments  of  our  government  make 
very  liberal  appropriations  to  be  responsible  primarily  for  our  agri- 
cultural interests,  yet  the  Boys'  Contests  from  the  beginning  have 
been  conducted  by  this  office  and  this  year  there  were  interested  in 
the  Corn  Growing  Contest  alone  one  hundred  thirty  boys,  and  prizes 
amounting  to  one  hundred  dollars  given.  The  Farmers  and  Fruit 
Growers'  Association  distributed  more  than  fifteen  hundred  dollars  in 
prizes  and  through  the  efforts  of  this  Association  there  has  been 
established  a  Farm  Bureau  Agency  which  undoubtedly  will  be,  in  a 
year  or  two,  of  much  benefit  to  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
county. 

The  schools  of  this  county  in  general  with  the  public  schools  every- 
where for  many  years  have  been  affected  seriously  by  the  withdrawal 
from  the  teaching  force  of  its  best  male  teachers  who  enter  other 
jirofessions  where  the  salaries  paid  and  the  terms  of  employment  are 
better  than  can  be  obtained  in  teaching.  Since  1914  the  seriousness 
of  this  condition  has  been  greatly  increased  by  the  industrial  con- 
ditions produced  by  the  World  War  and  since  our  own  entrance  into 
this  war  in  April,  1917,  this  condition  has  become  alarming.  It  is 
impossible  to  secure  properly  qualified  men  to  undertake  teaching 
and  supervising  even  in  those  schools  where  women  can  not  do  the 
work  successfully.  Taking  into  consideration  the  effects  of  the  war 
on  this  question  and  making  due  allowance  therefor,  yet  this  even 
under  the  most  favorable  normal  conditions  is  one  of  the  greatest 
problems  in  connection  with  our  public  school  work.  We  must  pay 
higher  salaries  and  insure  pennanencj^  of  employment  before  men 
v/ill  make  teaching  their  life's  work.  Our  directors  and  people  are 
inclined  more  and  more  to  the  policy  of  retaining  our  best  teachers 
at  whatever  cost  that  is  necessary  to  retain  them.  Of  course  this 
tendency  is  not  strong  enough  to  relieve  this  condition  entirely  but 
it  is  helpful  and  promises  to  develop  until  it  becomes  state  and  nation 
wide  and  then  the  practice  will  become  the  law.  And  further  this 
attitude  naturally  raises  the  standard  of  qualifications  for  teaching, 
increases  Ihe  efficiency  of  our  schools  and  brings  closer  the  time  when 
teaching  will  attract  our  best  talent  on  account  of  the  salaries  paid, 
the  permanency  of  employment  insured  and  offering  in  general  greater 
advantages  and  opportunities  for  work  and  service  than  any  other 
profession.  To  support  this  claim  of  improvement  we  note  that  in 
the  last  ten  years  our  schoolhouses  are  better  furnished  and  cared 
for;  that  the  average  attendance  of  the  pupils  for  the  county  has 
increased  more  than  one  per  cent,  and  that  a  larger  percentage  of  our 
pupils  finish  the  eighth  grade  and  high  school ;  that  there  is  less  than 
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one-half  as  many  teachers  teaching  on  provisional  certilicates  an<l 
that  nearly  all  of  these  have  had  professional  training;  thac 
we  have  twice  as  many  college  graduates  teaching;  that  the  average 
length  of  school  term  has  increased  two  and  one-half  per  cent;  that 
the  average  salary  for  male  teachers  has  been  increased  ten  per  cent, 
and  for  female  teachers  twenty-five  per  cent. 

This  present  war  is  pntting  our  public  school  to  the  greatest  test 
that  it  has  ever  had.  How  well  it  will  stand  this  test  can  not  be  told 
until  its  pupils  as  men  and  women  undertake  their  part  of  the 
world's  work.  The  schools  of  this  county  gave  every  possible  help  in 
the  nation-wide  campaign  of  food  production  and  food  conservation, 
and  are  still  giving  it.  Students  in  our  schools  were  encouraged 
to  help  all  they  possibly  could  in  the  extra  etfort  made  in  agricul- 
tural work  this  year,  but  there  was  no  sympathy  or  support  given 
the  movement  to  allow  wholesale  substitution  of  so-called  ''farm- 
work"  for  the  usual  class  of  school  work.  The  wisdom  of  this  atti- 
tude was  shown  by  the  fact  that  so  little  was  accomplished  by  this 
plan  and  that  the  schools  in  so  many  places  from  the  university  down 
Ruffered  so  much  on  account  of  this  ill-advised  movement.  This 
agitation  and  excitement  coming  near  the  end  of  the  term  naturally 
did  not  damage  the  schools  as  much  as  though  it  had  been  forced 
upon  us  at  the  first  of  the  year.  The  time  was  fortunate  also  in  that 
it  gave  teachers,  i^atrons,  pupils  and  school  officials  an  opportunity 
to  recover  from  the  first  excitement,  an  opportunity  to  consider  the 
inagnitude  of  their  problem  and  an  opportunity  to  make  the  necessary 
preparation  for  the  next  year's  work.  This  preparation  has  been 
made.  The  schools  of  this  county  have  been  for  years  emphasizing 
the  importance  of  the  works  of  Peace  rather  than  the  glories  of  War 
and  shall  Continue  to  do  so,  and  in  this  crisis  they  are  supporting 
heartily  every  direct  and  indirect  infiuence  that  will  help  America 
win  the  war  for  freedom  and  democracy  against  slavery  and  des- 
potism. On  account  of  the  enthusiasm  and  determination  of  our 
teachers  and  directors  our  schools  will  be  successful  just  as  on 
account  of  the  bravery  and  patriotism  of  our  soldiers  at  the  front 
America  will  be  victorious. 


WARREN  COUNTY— C.  S.  Knapp. 


In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  past  year  we  are  pleased  to  report 
evidences    of    substantial    progress    in    all    the    .schools    of    the 
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couuty.  We  v.'eie  particularly  ])leased  Avitli  the  attitude  of  the  school 
boards  lowards  keeping  the  school  term  open  the  same  number  of 
months  as  in  past  years  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  opening  of 
schools  was  postponed  for  a  month  on  account  of  infantile  paralysis. 
Even  the  townshij)  high  schools  with  nine  month  terms  did  not 
shorten  the  term.  This  speaks  well  for  the  sentiment  toward  higher 
education. 

High  Schools. 

The  high  schools  of  the  county  are  now  on  a  firm  basis,  schools 
that  a  few  years  ago  had  trouble  in  securing  enough  pupils  to  get 
accredited  high  schools,  this  year  reported  as  many  as  tAventy  and 
thirty  puipls  doing  full  high  school  work.  Additional  teachers  were 
added  to  the  faculty  at  Sheffield,  Conewango  and  Pine  Grove  town- 
ships. Pine  Grove  is  erecting  a  new  building  which  will  cost  about 
S!!25,000.  It  will  probably  be  opened  in  the  fall.  The  course  of  study 
will  be  extended  to  four  years  and  an  additional  teacher  elected  to 
the  faculty.    This  Avill  give  us  another  high  school  of  the  first  class. 

County  Uniform  Examinations. 

There  was  not  a  district  in  the  county  under  the  supervision  of  the 
county  superintendent  that  did  not  give  the  uniform  eighth  grade 
examinations  this  year.  Some  of  the  larger  boroughs  in  the  past 
liave  based  the  promotion  to  high  school  upon  their  own  examinations. 
The  teachers  of  the  eighth  grade  were  anxious  that  their  pupils  take 
the  count}'  examinations  and  receive  the  county  diploma.  I  believe 
all  were  well  satisfied  with  the  results  and  it  was  a  pleasure  to  me 
to  attend  some  of  the  "Commencement"  exercises  and  address  the 
pupils  on  the  subject  "The  Value  of  a  High  School  Education."  We 
favor  these  exercises  and  believe  they  will  be  a  yearly  event  in  many 
of  the  larger  districts. 

Property  Improvements. 

It  has  been  a  source  of  gratification  to  note  the  improvements 
made  in  school  houses  and  grounds  during  the  past  year.  Financial 
conditions  do  not  permit  school  boards  to  do  everything  at  once, 
but  practically  every  district  has  done  much  to  improve  the  condi- 
tions of  the  school  property.  Many  grounds  were  graded  and  better 
drainage  provided,  rooms  were  enlarged  to  furnish  floor  space  re- 
quired by  law,  additional  light  space  provided,  and  buildings  painted 
inside  and  outside.  All  this  made  an  interesting  report  at  our 
Directors'  Convention  at  "Roll  Call  of  Secretaries." 
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Annual  Institute. 

The  annual  institute  had  been  arranged  for  the  last  week  of  Octo- 
ber, but  when  the  opening  of  schools  was  postponed  the  date  was 
changed  and  institute  held  the  week  of  September  11th.  This  took 
some  hustling  on  the  part  of  the  superintendent,  but  was  greatly 
appreciated  by  teachers  and  directors  as  it  avoided  a  break  in  the 
school  term  so  soon  after  opening.  I  need  but  mention  the  list  of 
icstructors  and  evening  entertainments  to  show  that  the  institute 
was  a  success.  The  instructors  were:  Prof.  Smith  Burnham,  West 
Chester;  Prof.  C.  D.  Koch,  of  the  State  Department;  A.  J.  Monney, 
of  the  Warren  Conservatory  of  Music;  Miss  Margaret  Maguire,  of 
Philadelphia,  and  Prof.  W.  Y.  Welch,  of  the  Clarion  Normal.  The 
evening  numbers  were  Adelphia  Concert  Company,  John  F.  Chambers 
and  the  Schubert  Quartette. 

Directors'  Convention. 

The  Fourteenth  Annual  Session  of  the  Directors'  Convention  was 
held  at  the  court  house,  February  1st  and  2nd,  1917.  First  Vice 
President  Wm.  Pearson  had  charge  of  the  meeting.  I  believe  this 
was  one  of  the  best  conventions  ever  held  in  the  county.  The  attend- 
ance was  large  each  day  and  splendid  attention  was  given  the  in- 
structors. Supt.  R.  O.  Welfiing,  of  Potter  county,  spoke  on  the 
following  subjects:  Beautifying  of  Rural  School  Grounds,  Ideals  in 
Rural  Life  and  Some  Rural  School  Problems.  Each  one  of  these 
addresses  was  a  great  help  to  the  township  boards.  Lee  L.  Driver, 
superintendent  of  schools  of  Randolph  County,  Indiana,  is  one  of  the 
best  men  in  the  country  for  a  directors'  convention.  He  was  with  us 
both  days  and  spoke  on  the  following  topics:  A  Director's  Problem, 
A  Pupil's  Problem  and  a  Community  Problem.  We  consider  our- 
selves very  fortunate  in  having  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Driver  on  our 
program  and  I  am  sure  his  talks  will  result  in  much  good. 

G.  W.  Bimber,  director  from  Limestone  townshij),  gave  a  very  inter- 
esting report  of  the  State  Convention.  C.  D.  Clawson,  director  from 
Kinzua  township,  read  one  of  the  best  papers  ever  presented  to  the 
iconventioin.  His  subject  was  "Enthusiasm."  He  was  given  hearty 
applause. 

Miss  Jessie  Waters  favored  the  convention  with  several  readings 
and  music  was  furnished  by  a  male  quartette  from  Pine  Grove  town- 
ship under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Fred  Thompson,  a  director,  and  by 
•the  Warren  High  School  Orchestra,  led  by  Prof.  Leroy  MacGowan. 

Mr.  H.  N.  Reist,  agent  of  the  Warren  County  Farm  Bureau,  gave 
a  very  interesting  talk  on  Club  Work. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  parts  of  the  convention  was  the  re- 
sponses to  roll  call  of  secretaries  of  improvements  made  during  the 
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past  year.  1  would  like  to  give  a  full  report  of  each  secretary,  but 
space  will  not  permit.  The  expectatiou  of  giving  a  report  at  our  next 
convention  is  alreach'  stimulating  school  boards  to  greater  efforts  to 
improve  conditions. 

After  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  A'ear  and  delegates  to 
the  State  Convention,  the  convention  adjourned  with  a  motion  to 
have  a  two-day  session  next  year. 

There  is  one  thing  that  1  regret  very  much  to  report.  Mr,  LeRoy 
Blair,  assistant  superintendent,  has  been  called  to  the  colors.  He 
has  passed  the  physical  examination  and  claims  no  exemption.  As 
1  understand  it,  an  act  of  the  Legislature  in  regard  to  dependents 
receiving  one-half  of  the  salan^  going  to  assistant  superintendents 
during  their  service,  will  make  it  practically  impossible  for  me  to 
fill  the  vacancy  during  his  absence.  Of  course  a  county  superin- 
tendent can  work  just  as  hard  with  help  as  he  can  alone.  The 
assistant  has  made  it  possible  to  give  the  schools  closer  supervision, 
just  the  same  as  two  men  can  saw  more  wood  than  one  man.  I  regret 
'very  much  the  loss  of  his  services  as  the  schools  will  be  the  losers.  I 
am  sure  Mr.  Blair  will  make  a  good  "Sammie"  and  I  will  pray  for 
his  safe  and  early  return. 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY— L.  R.  Crumrine. 


The  school  year  covered  b}^  this  report  has  been  one  characterized 
by  the  co-operation  of  all  the  school  forces  of  the  county.  The  earnest 
effort  on  the  part  of  teachers  to  perfonn  their  work  for  the  good  of 
those  in  their  charge,  the  cordial  and  hearty  support  on  the  part  of 
a  large  majority  of  the  patrons,  conscientious  work  by  the  directors, 
an  increased  supervisory  force,  a  spirit  of  co-operation  on  the  part 
of  pupils,  all  of  these  were  factors  in  a  fruitful  year  of  work.  When 
there  is  harmonious  and  sympathetic  effort  on  the  part  of  the  factors 
tliat  comprise  the  school  machinery,  good  school  conditions  are  the 
logical  outcome;  whatever  breeds  discord  among  these  elements  is 
detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of  the  schools. 

Mr.  E.  F.  Westlake,  one  of  the  assistant  superintendents,  resigned 
Sept.  1,  to  accept  the  principalship  of  East  Washington  Schools. 
Low  salary  in  the  position  of  assistant  was  the  reason  for  the  change. 
Mr.  C.  R.  Daubenspeck,  a  graduate  of  Grove  City  College  and  who 
had  been  principal  of  the  Claysville  schools  for  several  years  was 
appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 
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For  the  purpose  of  providing  local  institutes  for  all  districts,  the 
ci'unty  was  divided  into  eighteen  institute  districts.  Committees 
were  appointed  and  suggestions  made  for  holding  the  first  meetings. 
Nearly  all  districts  responded  by  holding  at  least  one  meeting.  These 
meetings  contributed  in  making  the  schools  better,  the  teachers  more 
efficient  and  the  school  sentiment  more  progressive.  A  number  of 
the  districts  held  monthly  faculty  meetings  of  teachers  and  directors. 
In  this  manner  local  enthusiasm  was  aroused  and  opportunity  given 
for  the  discussion  of  questions  of  local  character  and  importance. 

The  enforced  quarantine,  delaying  the  opening  of  the  schools  until 
the  first  of  October,  caused  us  to  change  the  date  for  holding  the 
County  Institute.  The  annual  meeting,  originally  scheduled  for  the 
last  of  October,  was  held  the  last  week  of  September.  Although  we 
were  unable  to  carry  out  our  first  plans  in  detail,  the  institute  was  a 
decided  success.  The  attendance  of  the  teachers  was  almost  perfect, 
but  seven  teachers  being  absent,  and  these  were  excused  on  account 
of  sickness. 

The  annual  convention  of  the  School  Directors,  held  during  the 
week  of  teachers'  institute,  was  well  attended  and  the  program  was 
one  of  unusual  interest. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  Washington  counuty  an  Inter- 
scholastic  Literary  Contest  for  the  high  schools  was  held  at  Wash- 
ington and  Jefferson  College.  Thirteen  high  schools  were  represented. 
Among  the  events  scheduled  were  select  oration,  reading,  spelling, 
essay,  letter  writing,  prepared  discussion  and  extemporaneous  speak- 
ing. So  much  interest  was  shown  by  the  contestants  and  friends  of 
the  different  high  schools  that  similar  contests  will  be  scheduled 
annually. 

The  fourth  annual  Track  and  Field  meet,  held  under  the  auspices 
C'l  the  Principals'  Round  Table,  enlisted  representation  from  fifteen 
high  schools.  Each  succeeding  meet  brings  keener  competition  and 
a  larger  number  of  contestants. 

The  new  'S'ocational  schools,  one  located  at  Hickory  and  the  other 
•cii  Centerville,  have  proved  the  real  value  of  such  institutions.  The 
people  in  the  respective  districts  are  free  in  expressions  of  commenda- 
tion of  the  work  accomplished.  One  more  school  of  this  type,  located 
j't  Claysville,  would  give  all  sections  of  the  county  equal  advantages. 

New  buildings  of  modern  design  and  equipment  were  erected  in 
several  districts  in  the  county.  A  bvick  addition  of  four  rooms  was 
built  at  Granville  to  provide  for  the  large  increase  in  population  in 
this  industrial  section.  A  four  room  frame  building  at  Bentleyville 
was  completed  during  the  year,  but  too  late  to  be  of  much  service 
the  past  term.  One  room  buildings  were  erected  in  Cecil,  Smith, 
Fallowfield  and  West  Bethlehem  toAvnships. 
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Of  our  needs,  hj  far  the  most  important,  is  the  adoption  of  such 
measures  as  will  result  in  greatly  increased  salaries  for  rural  teachers, 
supplemented  by  increased  facilities  for  training  sucli  teachers. 


WAYNE  COUNTY— J.  J.  Koehler. 


During  the  school  year  ending  the  tirst  Monday  of  July,  1017, 
eighty-three  (83)  regular  provisional  certificates  and  nine  (9)  profes- 
sional certificates  were  granted  and  seven  (7)  professional  certificates 
v.'ere  renewed.  Five  hundred  tliirty-six  visits  to  schools  were  made 
by  the  superintendent  and  assistant  superintendent  and  (Jl)  educti- 
tional  meetings  were  attended  by  them. 

All  the  schools  were  visited  once,  nearly  all  of  them  twice  and  some 
of  them  four  times.  The  visits  e.vtended  from  fifteen  niintes  to  one- 
luilf  day  as  conditions  required.  Most  time  was  spent  in  the  com- 
munities which  employed  a  considerable  number  of  beginner  teachers. 
The  visits  Avere  followed  with  teachers'  meetings  in  many  townships 
in  which  school  observations  were  reviewed  and  suggestions  for  im- 
provement in  methods  and  management  were  ofifei-ed  by  the  superin- 
tendent and  the  assistant.  Owing  to  the  late  opening  of  schools, 
many  teachers'  meetings  scheduled  had  to  be  abandoned. 

Parent-Teacher  Associations  proved  a  strong  factor  in  the  dis- 
tricts of  Bethany,  Berlin,  South  Canaan,  Honesdale  and  Lake.  It  is 
hoped  that  all  the  districts  will  organize  associations  and  thus  bring 
the  home  and  the  school  closer  together.  At  Beachlake  the  Parent- 
Teacher  Association  raised  $100  to  start  a  libraiy  and  built  a 
splendid  concrete  walk  in  front  of  the  high  school  building. 

Small  schools  have  been  closed  in  Scott,  Preston,  Buckingham, 
Manchester,  Lake,  Lalmyra,  Sterling  and  Dreher  and  transporta- 
tion furnished  to  pupils  to  other  schools.  This  is  a  movement  in  the 
right  direction  wherever  road  conditions  permit  transportation  and 
make  it  practical. 

Vocational  schools  were  established  at  Ariel  and  Newfoundland 
(for  a  complete  rei)ort  see  bulletin  for  1917  of  the  Public  Schools  of 
Wayne  County  submitted  to  the  Department  at  an  earlier  date)  and 
extensive  improvements  made  on  the  high  school  buildings.  Mt. 
Pleasant  constructed  a  splendid  new  higli  school  building.  Prompton 
placed  the  two-room  school  buihling  on  a  new  foundation,  purchased 
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additional  playgrounds,  remodeled  the  building  completely,  installed 
two  Smith  heating  and  ventilation  plants,  and  two  indoor  chemical 
toilets.     Two  standard  rooms  were  constructed. 

Indoor  chemical  toilets  were  installed  in  Salem,  Lake,  Preston, 
Damascus,  Mt.  Pleasant  and  Prompton.  Modern  heating  and  ventila- 
tion systems  were  placed  into  one-room  school  buildings  in  l*aupack, 
Salem,  Lake,  South  Canaan,  Canaan,  Clinton,  Dyberry,  Preston  and 
Cherry  Eidge.  Outdoor  toilet  conditions  have  been  improved  con- 
siderably. According  to  law,  all  outdoor  toilets  must  be  furnished 
with  concrete  vaults.  Such  were  constructed  in  Sterling,  Salem, 
Scott,  Texas,  Cherry  Ridge,  Oregon  and  several  other  districts. 

Hawley  and  Honesdale  raised  the  salaries  of  their  teachers. 

We  find  a  perceptible  improvement  in  sanitation  and  the  care  of 
children.  Children  are  better  clothed  and  fed,  more  attention  is  given 
to  their  teeth  and  epidemics  are  better  controlled.  However,  we  still 
find  ample  room  for  improvement. 

Flag  poles  were  purchased  and  flags  raised  by  a  great  number  of 
rural  schools.  Flag-raising  exercises  of  a  patriotic  nature  were 
numerous  and  were  attended  by  large  and  enthusiastic  audiences. 
Commencements  and  county  contests  are  as  popular  as  ever. 

The  County  Teachers'  Association  met  at  Lake  Como  and  Hawley 
and  was  addressed  by  Dr.  Henry  Colestock,  Eucknell  University,  and 
Prof.  Henry  C.  Pearson,  l*rin.  Horace  Mann  School,  New  York.  The 
lectures  at  the  County  Institute  dealt  mainly  with  professional  read- 
ing, practical  scifence,  literature  and  music.  The  talent  consisted  of 
Dr.  Ambrose  L.  Suhrie,  University  of  Pennsylvania ;  Dr.  Chas.  W. 
Elent,  University  of  Virginia ;  Dr.  Richard  E.  Lee,  Allegheny  College ; 
Prof.  John  T.  Watkins,  Scranton.  The  evening  entertainments  were 
vv'ell  attended. 

The  teachers'  reading  course  consisted  of  Tennyson's  Idylls  of  the 
King,  Charters'  Teaching  the  Common  Branches  and  Mabel  Carney's 
Country  Life  and  the  Countr}^  School.,  The  pupils'  classics  for  sev- 
enth and  eighth  grades  were  The  Great  Carbuncle,  Evangeline,  Enocli 
Arden  and  Legend  of  the  Sleepy  Hollow. 

All  of  the  new  applicants  for  provisional  certificates  were  high 
school  graduates  for  the  first  time  in  tlie  school  history  of  the 
counbk'. 

Primary  reading  has  been  emphasized  for  some  time  and  a  nmrked 
improvement  has  been  attained  by  the  teacliers.  The  directors  in 
most  districts  are  anxious  to  improve  school  conditions  and  have 
done  their  part  as  far  as  the  school  funds  will  permit.  Owing  to 
the  increased  cost  of  material  and  lessons  of  economy  to  pupils,  we 
have  made  a  strenuous  effort  to  care  for  and  conserve  supplies,  text- 
books and  all  other  property  belonging  to  the  public  schools. 
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WESTMORELAND   COUNTY— Robert   C.   Shaw 


In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  last  year  we  feel  that  there  is  no 
cause  for  pessimism. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there  were  very  many  outside  in- 
fluences that  would  tend  to  hamper  the  work  of  the  schools  such  as 
the  threatened  epidemic  of  infantile  paralysis  necessitating  the 
closing  of  the  schools  and  also  the  paralyzing  etfect  of  the  Avar  rumors 
v/hich  were  constantly  forcing  themselves  upon  the  minds  of  all, 
the  final  examinations  revealed  the  fact  that  a  high  grade  of  work 
was  done  throughout  the  year. 

By  an  inspection  of  the  records  we  find  that  a  larger  number  of 
pupils  than  formerly  took  the  high  school  entrance  examinations  and 
a  larger  percentage  were  successful.  We  attribute  this  largely 
to  the  fact  that  our  boards  were  more  careful  than  before  in  the  selec- 
tion of  teachers  and  also  v/ere  alert  to  correcting  failures.  The  latter 
being  accomplished  through  closer  supervision  botli  on  the  part  of 
directors  and  also  of  those  chosen  for  this  work. 

The  county  superintendent's  office  force  adopted  the  policy  this 
year  of  giving  special  attention  to  the  schools  that  were  not  up  to 
the  standard.  These  schools  were  visited  frequently  and  the  greatest 
possible  help  given  to  the  teachers.  In  this  way  a  number  of  teachers 
who  were  failing  were  strengthened  so  that  rather  satisfactory  re- 
sults were  obtained  in  these  schools.  We  believe  that  these  same 
teachers  will  be  able  to  begin  school  this  coming  year  with  much 
greater  assurance  of  success.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  very  few 
tf  achers  will  fail  if  properly  supervised. 

The  different  organizations  of  the  various  departments  of  our 
school  work  are  doing  much  in  the  wa}^  of  greater  efficiency.  The 
School  of  Methods  for  the  young  teachers,  the  monthly  meetings  of 
our  supervisors  of  rural  schools,  the  County  Teachers'  Association 
with  a  membership  of  more  than  eleven  hundred,  the  cooperation  of 
the  Farm  Bureau,  the  County  Institute  and  the  Directors'  Conven- 
tion all  are  vitalizing  factors  which  enhance  the  values  of  educa- 
tional activilies  of  the  county. 

We  feel  that  we  should  report  the  results  obtained  through  Iiigh 
school  inspection.  Our  high  schools  have  reached  a  standard  scarcely 
possible  without  the  aid  of  the  State  in  organizing  and  classifying 
all  the  different  departments  of  high  school  Avork.  Much  credit  is 
due  Dr.  Thomas  S.  March  of  Harrisburg,  who  makes  an  annual  in- 
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spection  of  the  high  schools  of  our  county.  Through  his  suggestions 
and  recommendations  many  departments  have  been  greatly  strength- 
ened. 

The  work  of  the  Farm  Bureau  aids  ver-y  greatly  in  enriching  the 
courses  of  study  both  in  high  school  and  elementary  schools.  It  has 
given  new  interest  along  agricultural  lines  and  popularized  the  sub- 
ject in  our  schools.  Large  numbers  of  boys  and  girls  are  giving  at- 
tention to  some  phase  of  vocational  work  with  a  zest  formerly  un- 
known. The  University  Extension  Representatives  throughout  the 
State  are  men  thoroughly  competent  for  the  duties  to  be  performed. 
Westmoreland  county  is  especially  favored  in  being  able  to  secure 
the  services  of  Mr.  L.  H.  Engle. 

Very  decided  progress  has  been  made  in  the  subject  of  writing 
in  our  schools.  Nearly  all  the  schools  of  the  county  are  using  the 
Peterson  System  which  has  proved  to  be  very  satisfactory  indeed. 
Mr.  Peterson  with  his  assistants  supervise  the  work  in  most  cases 
by  outlining  the  work  in  detail  each  month  in  the  teachers'  meetings. 
Here  the  teachers  are  asked  to  go  through  the  exercises  just  as  they 
would  have  the  x>^ipils  do  in  their  schools.  Any  new  j^rinciple  is 
given  special  emphasis.  In  other  cases  Mr.  Peterson  visits  each  school 
at  least  monthly  and  directs  the  work  of  the  writing  as  any  other 
special  teaclier.  We  feel  that  we  may  safely  recommend  this  plan  of 
introducing  writing  in  other  counties. 

In  response  to  the  strong  appeal  made  by  our  President  and  Gov- 
ernor asking  that  special  emphasis  be  placed  upon  increased  food 
production,  the  schools  immediately  began  a  campaign  of  education 
tlioroughly  organized  and  as  a  result  hundreds  of  gardens  were 
planted  by  school  children  and  by  patrons  of  the  schools  and  now 
large  quantities  of  food  products  of  great  value  are  maturing  in  the 
gardens  in  all  parts  of  the  county.  This  movement  was  decried  by 
a  few  of  our  citizens  as  a  hysteria  that  would  soon  die  out  but  no 
n'lOvement  in  the  history  of  our  schools  has  been  more  productive  of 
results.  In  addition  to  increasing  the  food  supply  and  lowering  the 
cost  of  living  it  has  been  of  inestimable  value  in  educating  our  people 
along  a  most  practical  line.  This  work  might  be  furthered  in  the 
future  much  to  the  advantage  of  our  people  by  directing  the  atten- 
tion of  our  pupils  to  its  importance  both  economically  and  educa- 
tionally. 

We  are  much  encouraged  over  the  manifest  interest  our  teachers 
are  taking  in  advancing  their  own  standards  more  especially  in  the 
way  of  better  fitting  themselves  for  their  profession.  Large  num- 
bers continue  to  attend  professional  schools  where  they  are  taking 
special  courses  along  the  particular  lines  of  their  work.  This  seems 
to  be  just  the  kind  of  experience  that  teachers  need.    We  see  marked 
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improvement  in  the  work  of  teachers  who  avail  themselves  of  these 
opportunities.  This  too  has  a  marked  influence  upon  prospective 
teachers  as  the  number  of  applicants  for  provisional  certificates  be- 
comes less  and  less  each  year.  During  the  season  of  examination 
just  closed  fewer  applicants  than  for  many  years  presented  them- 
selves for  examination  for  provisional  certiticates.  Almost  all  who 
were  examined  are  graduates  of  high  schools.  The  only  exceptions 
are  those  where  a  high  school  is  not  easily  accessible. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  the 
assistance  given  us,  the  press  of  the  county  for  its  loyal  support,  and 
tv-e  directors  and  teachers  for  their  kindly  words  of  counsel  and  en- 
couragement, especially  at  times  when  just  such  expressions  are  most 
needed. 


WYOMING  COUNTY— John  E.  Morgan. 


The  work  of  the  past  year  compares  favorably  with  what  has  been 
accomplished  in  any  previous  one,  and  we  note  sufficient  improve- 
ment to  declare  that  progress  has  been  made.  It  is  indeed  a  pleasure 
to  report  that  advancement  of  a  permanent  character  has  been  made, 
and  that  the  general  growth  of  our  public  schools  has  clearly  met  the 
expectation  of  our  schoolmen  and  others  who  are  in  touch  with  popu- 
lar education. 

Wliile  it  is  true  that  the  present  condition  of  our  schools  warrants 
a  gratifying  view,  yet  it  is  well  to  remember  that  we  have  some  very 
pressing  needs.  First  however  we  wish  to  mention  some  of  the 
factors  that  have  made  our  schools  just  a  little  better.  The  majority 
of  directors  comprising  our  various  school  boards  are  representa- 
tive men,  fully  awake  to  the  needs  of  the  schools  and  eager  to  make 
improvements.  Practically  all  of  our  districts  are  in  debt,  still  doing 
the  best  they  can  under  financial  handicaps,  to  make  our  school  sys- 
tem reach  its  highest  efficiency.  In  some  districts  school  directors 
are  the  real  leaders  of  the  communit}'  and  their  ideas  naturally  per- 
meate the  whole  district  causing  the  schools  to  respond  to  their 
energy  and  guidance,  and  to  proclaim  again  tluit  education  is  the 
safeguard  of  the  nation,  the  mightiest  factor  in  making  the  world 
safe  for  democracy.  We  rejoice  that  we  have  directors  who  are 
capable  leaders  and  pid)lic  spirited  enough  not  to  let  tlu^r  personal 
feelings  influence  them  in  tlie  discharge  of  tlieir  duties.  It  is  en- 
couraging to  note  that  tlie  people  are  taking  a  most  lively  interest 
in  educational  matters  and  are  gradually  eliminating  from  the  school 
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boards  those  few  directors  who  seek  and  obtain  office  primarily  to 
assist  their  daughters  or  friends  in  securing  positions  in  their  home 
schools,  regardless  of  the  qualifications  of  teachers  now  holding  these 
l>ositions,  or  of  the  best  interests  of  the  schools. 

We  believe  that  our  corps  of  teachers  for  the  past  year  was  the 
best  that  we  have  ever  had.  We  had  a  larger  proportion  of  teachers 
Avho  had  received  training  in  colleges  and  normal  schools  than  in  any 
previous  year.  Many  of  them  have  had  successful  teaching  exper- 
ience and  are  able  to  impart  knowledge  skillfully.  We  do  not  mean 
to  convey  the  impression  that  all  of  our  teachers  have  reached  the 
point  of  perfection,  because  the}'  have  not  yet  accomplished  this,  but 
v.e  do  claim  that  the  professional  qualifications  of  our  teacliers  are 
improving,  and  that  the  character  of  the  school  work  done  last  year 
is  gratifying  to  all  concerned.  We  need  in  this  county  more,  and 
still  more  teachers  Avho  have  been  carefully  trained  for  the  great  re- 
sponsibility of  educational  leadership  in  rural  communities. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  new  minimum  salary  law,  we  should  be  able 
to  secure  teachers  who  have  had  special  training.  Under  the  changed 
conditions  of  living,  the  law  increasing  the  salaries  of  thousands  of 
teachers  was  necessary  and  just;  certainly  it  was  opportune  as  we 
were  losing  promising  young  men  and  experienced  women  teachers, 
who  refused  to  stay  in  the  work  because  of  the  low  salaries. 

We  have  only  five  boroughs  in  this  county  and  each  supports  a 
first  grade  high  school.  As  most  of  our  boroughs  are  small,  we  think 
this  a  very  creditable  showing.  There  are  a  few  townships  that 
should  move  ahead  and  either  consolidate  their  schools  or  repair  and 
better  equip  their  old  ones.  "He  who  hesitates  is  lost"  is  true  in  an 
educational  sense  when  properly  applied. 

County  institutes  have  recently  been  condemned  by  a  Congressman 
on  the  grounds  that  they  are  expensive,  antiquated,  unnecessary,  and 
no  longer  appeal  to  teachers  or  to  the  public.  In  my  judgment  the 
Congressman's  conclusions  are  erroneous  and  not  based  on  the  facts. 
In  this  county,  teachers'  institutes  have  held  sway  for  fifty  years  and 
still  possess  attractive  power,  because  of  the  good  that  they  have 
accomplished.  The  institute  never  fails  to  create  enthusiasm  among 
the  teachers,  and  they  in  turn  cheerfully  contribute  to  its  support. 
Our  last  county  institute  was  fully  up  to  the  previous  standards  and 
proved  both  inspiring  and  helpful.  The  instructors  were:  Dr.  C.  H. 
Gordiner,  Dr.  Wm.  R.  Straughn,  Miss  Mae  Schreiber,  and  Supt.  W. 
W.  Evans.  Prof.  T.  R.  Griffith  had  charge  of  the  music.  The  evening 
attractions  consisted  of  a  popular  lecture  by  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordiner,  a 
musical  treat  by  the  Ionian  Seranaders,  the  famous  lecture  "llie  Ken- 
tucky Mountaineers",  Prof.  James  A.  Burns,  and  the  '^Bohemian 
Girl",  in  costume,  by  the  Davenny  Festival  Quintet. 
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Our  directors  convened  in  annual  session  on  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day of  institute  week  and  held  three  spirited  sessions,  meeting  with 
the  teachers  on  Thursday  afternoon.  These  conventions  improve  the 
attitude  of  the  directors  to  the  schools,  causing  them  to  return  to 
their  homes  more  interested  in  teachers,  books  equipment,  grounds, 
and  the  general  appearance  of  the  schools. 

Annually  our  schools  observe  Visitors'  Day  and  almost  invariably 
report  that  the  effect  on  the  community  was  good.  This  year  more 
than  eighteen  hundred  (1,800)  patrons  and  friends  of  education 
visited  our  schools  on  this  special  day.  Many  communities  enjoyed 
excellent  programs,  space  permits  mention  of  only  one.  Visitors' 
Day  was  observed  on  November  29,  in  the  vocational  school  at  Mill 
City.  The  Red  Men  gave  a  beautiful  flag  and  the  citizens  donated  a 
large  flagstaff  to  the  school.  Exercises  appropriate  to  the  occasion 
were  held  in  which  teachers,  students  and  citizens  took  part.  More 
than  four  hundred  (400)  people  visited  this  new  type  of  school  on 
this  occasion  and  were  served  with  light  refreshments  by  the  girls 
of  the  domestic  science  department. 

Without  attempting  details,  I  wish  to  mention  a  few  signs  of  pro- 
gress. Two  of  our  high  schools  have  recently  lengthened  their  course 
of  study.  Our  vocational  school  has  proved  successful  and  two  other 
districts  have  asked  the  State  for  aid  in  establishing  such  schools. 
Parent-Teacher  organizations  in  every  section  of  the  county  report 
interesting  meetings  and  good  attendance.  The  School  of  Methods 
for  inexperienced  teachers  is  proving  helpful.  Last  December  we 
sent  a  larger  delegation  of  teachers  than  every  before  to  the  Harris- 
burg  meeting  of  the  P.  S.  E.  A.  The  semi-annual  meetings  of  our 
County  Teachers'  Association  caused  much  favorable  comment. 

Nearly  one  hundred  contestants  for  the  silver  loving  cups  and  other 
prizes  took  part  in  the  interscholastic  track  meet  hekl  on  the  Tunk- 
hannock  Fair  Grounds  last  May.  Our  County  Athletic  Association, 
composed  entirely  of  teachers  and  students,  realize  the  importance 
of  physical  well-being. 

A  Farm  Bureau  has  been  organized  and  five  hundred  farmers  have 
contributed  to  a  fund  for  a  County  Agent.  A  man  has  been  selected 
for  this  responsible  position  and  will  soon  begin  the  actual  work. 

Tn  closing,  T  wish  to  thank  the  teachers  for  their  loyalty,  the 
directors  for  their  hearty  cooperation,  and  the  members  of  the  De- 
partment for  their  prompt  assistance  and  advice.  In  addition  I  wish 
to  thank  the  press  of  the  county  for  giving  publicity  to  all  matters 
tending  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  our  schools. 
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YORK  COUNTY— C.  W.  Stine. 


Steady  |)rogress  has  been  made  in  most  of  our  schools  during  the 
past  year.  Would  that  this  could  be  said  of  evei'y  school !  When  1 
consider  that  fifty-four  of  our  teachers  the  past  year  were  beginners, 
it  is  surprising  that  they  did  succeed  as  well  as  they  did. 

The  reason  that  beginners  succeed  better  than  they  did  a  few  years 
ago  is  that  certificates  are  no  longer  given  to  those  who  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  |jest  methods  of  teaching  or  of  those  methods  now 
considered  among  the  best. 

The  teachers  of  this  county  have  done  more  to  establish  and  main- 
tain good  school  libraries  than  all  other  agencies  put  together.  Boys 
and  girls  should  be  held  responsible  to  do  some  definite  amount  of 
reading  each  month.  Responsibility  brings  the  best  out  of  pupils  be- 
cause it  is  one  of  the  world's  greatest  developing  agencies. 

The  State  Course  of  Study  is  followed  by  all  teachers.  Our  teach- 
ers feel  now  that  a  course  of  study  for  our  work  is  as  indispensible 
as  a  time  table  is  to  a  railroad  company.  It  is  for  want  of  thinking 
and  planning  tliat  we  are  undone.  The  State  Course  is  a  well  thought- 
out  scheme  for  pursuing  work  in  a  systematic  manner.  We  should 
know  what  definite  things  are  to  be  done  in  each  grade  and  how  they 
should  be  done. 

If  the  teachers  familiarize  themselves  with  the  guide  in  question, 
they  will  be  enabled  thereby  to  remain  on  the  right  road  and  in  due 
time  reach  the  goals  along  the  way.  If  we  cannot  see  stronger  and 
better  boys  and  girls  as  we  proceed  on  the  way  mapped  out,  we  do 
not  possess  the  vision  teachers  should  have.  The  work  without  a 
plan  is  not  to  know  what  comes  next.  Such  methods  should  never 
obtain  among  a  body  of  teachers  who  are  supposed  to  be  modern  in 
effort,  method  and  tendencies.  Any  teacher  can  get  some  good  from 
every  suggestion  found  in  the  State  Course  of  study.  It  has  been 
well  said,  '*It  is  an  ill  mason  that  rejects  any  stone." 

Our  county  institute  included  Dr.  N.  C.  S.chaeffer,  Byron  W.  King, 
T^'^m.  M.  Denison,  Dr.  Arthur  Holmes  and  Dr.  E.  L.  Kemp.  I  desire 
tv  take  this  opportunity  to  compliment  the  York  county  teachers  for 
the  exceptional  interest  they  manifest  in  this  annual  gathering.  Insti- 
tutes to  be  of  most  service,  must  arouse  enthusiasm,  inspire  self  con- 
fidence, and  feed  the  desire  for  efiSciency  through  co-operation.  W^e 
must  maintain  and  advance  the  high  standard  attained.  To  keep 
abreast  of  the  times  means  more  than  investigation,  study  and 
growth.  It  means  seeking,  taking,  making,  and  turning  opportuni- 
ties to  account. 
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We  orgunized  district  institutes  in  every  district  in  tlie  county. 
Whenever  the  superintendent  or  assistant  superintendents  visited 
schools  in  a  district,  the  teachers  were  called  to  meet  at  some  con- 
venient place  in  the  district.  Three  or  four  such  meetings  were  held 
every  week  during  the  school  term. 

The  institute  is  always  an  important  event  in  the  professional  life 
of  active  teachers.  We  think  the  school  year  would  be  incomplete 
without  its  wholesome  and  animating  influence.  The  institutes  were 
a  blessing  to  the  good  and  poor  alike  because  it  was  the  servant  of 
aU. 

The  directors  urged  the  teachers  to  organize  and  attend  institutes 
in  their  respective  districts.  They  think  if  there  be  a  teacher  in 
York  county  so  nearly  dead  to  their  sense  of  duty  and  their  oppor- 
tunity for  self  improvement  as  to  have  no  desire  to  attend  and  assist 
in  these  meetings,  it  is  their  patriotic  duty  to  give  up  school  work 
and  make  way  for  some  one  who  really  is  interested  in  the  work.  To 
improve  all  the  schools  in  the  county  is  the  sole  object  of  our  dis- 
trict institutes. 

For  better  schools  it  is  necessary  that  teachers  become  better 
acquainted  with  parents  and  the  community  in  general.  If  thi^ 
acquaintance  results  in  mutual  confidence,  the  attendance,  industry 
and  discipline  problems  stand  solved  in  both  school  and  home.  The 
time  has  come  for  the  school  to  project  itself  in  the  home  and  for 
the  home  to  reinforce  the  work  of  the  school  at  all  possible  points. 

There  are  none  of  us  without  weaknesses  and  there  is  no  school 
free  from  weak  spots.  To  locate  and  overcome  all  of  them  as  far  as 
possible  is  an  important  duty. 

The  school  of  methods  was  held  before  the  opening  of  the  schools, 
441  teachers  were  in  attendance  both  days. 

Unusual  interest  was  aroused  in  the  prize  essay  contest  on  "The 
Native  Trees  of  York  County".  More  than  sixty  pupils  were  awarded 
prizes.  Five  dollars  cash  for  the  best  and  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
for  the  second  best  essays  on  many  of  our  native  trees  were  awarded. 
Besides  the  cash  prizes  a  number  of  miscellaneous  prizes  were 
awarded. 

Twenty  dollars  in  cash  was  awarded  to  the  teachers  who  wrote 
the  best,  second  best  and  third  best  essay  of  2,000  words  on  "How  to 
Get  Pupils  in  Our  Public  Schools  Interested  in  the  Study  of  the 
N'ative  Trees  of  York  County". 

The  success  achieved  and  the  interest  manifested  in  the  corn  grow- 
ing contests  has  caused  the  officials  to  announce  another  contest  for 
next  year.  Already  a  number  of  boys  have  signified  their  intentions 
to  enter  the  contest  next  year. 

Lower  Chanceford  township  and  Lewisberry  borough  established 
high  schools  last  year  bringing  the  number  up  to  22, 
11 
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REPORT  OF  DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENTS 


ABINGTON  TOWNSHIP  (Montgomery  County)— Edward  S.  Ling. 


Institute. 

Abington  held  a  separate  teaclier.s'  institute  for  tlie  first  time  in 
its  liistory,  that  is,  separate  from  the  county.  The  district  united 
with  Cheltenham  township  for  institute  purposes,  the  sessions 
being  held  alternately  at  the  two  high  school  buildings.  Advantage 
was  taken  of  the  delay  in  opening,  caused  by  the  order  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  to  hold  most  of  these  sessions  during  September. 
With  pleasant  memories  of  the  county  institutes  at  Norristown,  the 
teachers  nevertheless  prefer  the  separate  sessions.  The  problems  of 
the  two  districts  are  very  similar,  and  entirely  different  from  those 
of  rural  schools.  It  is  very  much  easier  to  meet  these  problems  in  the 
separate  institute. 

The  teachers  of  the  two  districts  found  great  pleasure  in  the  social 
intercourse  also.  The  suburban  section  was  drawn  more  closelj^ 
together  as  a  consequence,  which  is  a  desirable  feature. 

Dr.  J.  George  Becht  represented  the  State  Department  with  two 
interesting  addresses  on  Oct.  7.  Other  instructors  were:  Dr.  Earl 
Barnes,  Dr.  J.  W.  Slaughter,  Dr.  A.  T.  Smith,  Prof.  C.  H.  Gordinier, 
Prof.  Hughes  of  Lehigh,  Dr.  Mary  Thomas,  Associate  Superintendent 
George  Wheeler. 

High  School. 

Increa.sed  enrollment  has  com])elled  consideration  of  the  erection 
of  an  extension  to  the  present  building.  The  board  voted  to  submit 
the  proposition  to  the  voters  on  May  1.  The  vote  polled  was  light, 
but  approved  a  .f 50.000  bond  issue  by  a  vote  of  2  to  1.  Delaj'  was 
caused  by  the  financial  conditions  due  to  the  war,  but  the  bonds  were 
sold  during  May,  an  architect  was  employed  and  the  addition  will  be 
made  during  the  coming  year. 

In  this  extension  the  following  needs  of  the  school  will  be  met: 
I>etter  science  laboratories,  domestic  science  rooms,  manual  training 
rooms,  lunch  room,  librar\%  music  and  drawing  rooms,  better  commer- 
cial rooms.  Most  of  these  are  in  temj>orary  (quarters  in  the  present 
l>uilding,  which  was  erected  in  1908  and  is  excellent  for  academic 
purposes. 
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A  revisiou  of  high  school  courses  is  in  progress.  Vocational 
courses  are  being  planned,  particularly  a  course  in  household  eco- 
nomics. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Wieder,  principal  of  the  school  lor  six  years,  resigned 
to  enter  one  of  the  Philadelphia  high  schools.  Mr.  Wieder's  work 
at  Abington  was  of  a  high  order,  and  tlie  school  developed  strongly 
under  his  hands.  There  was  general  regret  at  his  departure.  His 
successor  is  James  A.  Barkley,  a  graduate  of  Union  College,  Schenec- 
tady. 

Measurement  of  School  Kesults. 

A  beginning  was  made  in  scientific  measurement.  The  results  were 
illuminating  and  varied.  Some  things  are  being  done  very  well, 
others  rather  poorly,  as  revealed  by  these  standards.  The  effect  is 
wholesome. 

Teachers. 

A  salary  advance  of  10%  was  granted  to  take  effect  next  year.  No 
schedule  has  been  adopted.  If  put  into  operation  it  is  expected  to 
stimulate  the  spirit  of  the  teaching  body.  One-fourth  of  the  total 
number  of  teachers  will  change  again  this  year.  Teachers  who  can 
give  physical  training,  playground  supervision,  good  instructors  in 
penmanship,  are  in  demand. 


ALTOONA— H.  H.  Baish. 


A  total  of  9,348  pupils  were  enrolled  during  the  term.  Of  this  num- 
ber 1,482  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school.  The  average  daily  at- 
tendance was  8,125  and  the  percentage  of  attendance  was  96. 

Age  and  Progress  Statistics. 

In  these  days  of  school  surveys  and  standardized  tests,  it  is  becom- 
ing increasingly  easy  to  measure  the  efficiency  of  the  schools. 
Courses  of  study,  methods  of  instruction,  cost  of  instruction  and 
operation  of  the  school  plant,  construction  of  buildings  and  many 
other  departments  of  public  school  organization  and  work  have 
reached  such  a  stage  of  standardization  that  it  is  possible  with  a 
fair  degree  of  accuracy  to  rate  the  standing  of  a  school  system. 

One  of  the  commonly  used  methods  of  testing  the  efficiency  of  a 
school  svstem  is  that  known  as  age  and  progress  of  the  pupils  in  the 
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grades.  We  first  emploj-ed  this  method  in  the  Altoona  schools  three 
years  ago.  It  has  beeu  used  each  year  since.  The  Age  and  Progress 
tables  accpmpanying  this  report  contain  a  summary  of  the  age  and 
progress  statistics  for  the  terms  1913-14  and  1916-17.  A  study  of 
these  tables  shows  that  the  Altoona  schools  are  moving  in  the  right 
direction.  The  percentage  of  over-age  pupils  this  term  is  five  less 
lb  an  three  years  ago.  The  improvement  in  retardation  about  equals 
the  improvement  in  the  number  of  over-age  pupils. 

How  do  these  age  and  progress  statistics  help  the  schools?  They 
are  helpful  in  a  number  of  ways.  They  furnish  an  added  incentive 
to  principals  and  teachers  to  look  after  the  needs  of  the  individual 
pupil.  They  aftord  a  reliable  means  of  discovering  good  as  well  as 
poor  teaching.  By  calling  attention  to  the  existence  of  over-ageness 
and  retardation  in  the  schools,  they  stimulate  interest  in  the  study  of 
the  solution  of  these  problems.  They  provide  a  means  of  measuring 
and  comparing  the  progress  of  school  systems  that  is  easily  applied 
and  readily  understood  by  all. 

Continuation  School. 

The  continuation  school  served  tlie  needs  of  208  different  pupils 
during  the  term.  Employers  of  children  of  continuation  school  age 
are  beginning  to  understand  the  aim  and  purpose  of  the  continuation 
school  and  a  fine  spirit  of  co-operation  was  manifested  during  the 
year. 

Evening  School. 

The  evening  school  enrolled  1,371  students,  representing  98  different 
occupations.  The  average  age  of  the  student  was  22  years  and  the 
ages  ranged  from  16  years  to  60.  The  classes  in  American  citizen- 
ship composed  of  adult  foreigners  contained  representatives  from 
fourteen  countries,  as  folloAvs:  Italy,  Germany,  Mexico,  Russia,  Aus- 
tria, Syria,  Switzerland,  Poland,  Sweden,  Greece,  Turkey,  Ireland, 
England  and  Bulgaria. 

School  Savings  System. 

A  school  savings  plan  was  introduced  into  the  Altoona  schools  in 
Eebruary,  1917.  Each  school  building  has  a  "Bank  Day"  once  each 
week  and  the  children  are  encouraged  to  open  a  bank  account.  In- 
terest in  the  plan  is  growing  and  about  00  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  in 
tl«e  elementary  schools  opened  a  bank  account  before  the  end  of  the 
term.     The  total  deposits  to  June  30,  1917,  amounted  to  |8,293.10. 
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Playgrounds. 

Supervised  playgrounds  in  Altoona  under  the  direction  of  the 
school  district  date  from  June  12,  191(5,  when  the  school  Board 
authorized  the  election  of  a  Director  of  Public  Recreation  and  the 
employment  of  a  supervisor  for  each  playground  in  the  city  that  was 
provided  with  the  necessary  ecpiipment  by  the  local  playground  asso- 
ciation. There  are  now  eight  supervised  play  centers,  four  on  the 
east  side  and  four  on  the  west  side  of  the  city  and  the  attendance 
figures  show  that  a  remarkably  large  number  of  the  boys  and  girls 
of  Altoona  are  receiving  the  benefit  of  the  recreation  and  physical 
exercise  provided  by  these  public  playgrounds. 


ALLENTOWN— H.  W.  Dodd. 


My  annual  report  as  superintendent  of  the  Allentown  public 
schools  is  as  follows: 

Year.  Enrollment. 

1907, 6,318 

1908, 6,178 

1909, 6,663 

1910, 6,715 

1911, 6,996 

1912, 7,240 

1913, 7,901 

1914, 8,376 

1915, 8,750 

1910, 9,986 

1917, 11,782 

During  the  same  period  of  time  the  high  school  poi)uUition  in- 
creased from  461  in  1907  to  1,062  in  1917. 

This  doubling  of  school  population  within  a  decade  has  bronglit 
its  attendant  problems  of  courses  of  study,  inadequate  housing  con- 
ditions, increase  of  tax  rate,  etc. 
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In  order  that  fellow  superintendents  may  have  some  basis  of  com- 
I)arison,  ]  give  the  table  of  June  promotions  of  1917: 


Enrolled,    

Promoted,  — . 
Kot  promoted, 
Quit  school,  — 
%  promoted,  . 


Grades. 


1,594 

1,061 

418 

115 

71 


1,382 

1,169 

112 

101 

91.7 


1,350 
1,119 

127 
104 
89 


1,.S23 

1.077 

142 

104 

87.8 


1,202 

992 

116 

94 

89.9 


1,093 

897 
108 


842 
576 
135 
131 

87.1 


614 
425 

59 
130 

91 


487 
342 

44 
101 

90 


10 


280 
214 
9 
57 
96 


166 

136 

9 

21 

94 


123 

118 

1 

4 

99 


Retarded. 

Retardation  of  13-year-old  pupils. 

1  year. 

2  years. 

3  years. 

4  years. 

5  years. 

6  years. 

228 

20S 

92 

35 

4 

3 

The  continuation  school  continues  to  be  a  problem  here  as  else- 
where. 

Ordinary  school  room  eqni])ment  and  facilities  are  not  suitable 
to  boys  and  girls  who  for  five  days  in  the  week  have  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent problem  before  them.  I  firmly  believe  that  instead  of  our 
present  method  of  a  whole,  or  half  a  day  ])er  week,  about  two  hours 
per  day  in  the  shop  or  store  school  would  be  of  much  greater  benefit 
to  the  pupils. 

During  the  past  term  our  attendance  and  enrollment  were  as  fol- 
lows : 


Enrollment,    

No.  attendance,  . 
%  of  attendance. 


Girls.        Boys.       Total 


481 
53 


524 
52 

80 


1,005 
105 
84 


The  Junior  High  School. 

While  lacking  facilities  for  proper  development  of  science,  pre- 
vocational  work,  domestic  science  and  art,  we  feel  that  we  aie  making 
a  good  beginning  in  junior  high  school  work. 

Pupils  of  grade  7  have  choice  of  German,  or  commercial  branches, 
or  both:  8th  grade  })upils  have  choice  of  German,  or  Latin,  or  com- 
mercial work.  This  of  course  we  admit  to  be  narrow  and  should  be 
a  choice  of  Spanish,  French,  German,  or  Latin.  In  addition  all  boys 
have  two  years  of  woodworking,  and  girls,  two  years  of  cookery  and 
sewing. 
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Wlion  proper  facilities  are  afforded  pupils  will  have  more  choice 
in  courses,  so  that  selection  may  be  made  from  an  academic,  manual 
training,  commercial,  or  domestic  science  and  art  course. 

School  Gardening. 

In  compau}'  with  most  schools  of  the  State  we  carried  on  inten- 
sive school  gardening  through  three  avenues:  ''Home  vSchool"  gar- 
dens, "School"  gardens,  and  "Vacant  Lot"  gardens. 


Home  Schooi  Gardens. 


School  Gardens. 


Vacant  Lot  Gardens. 


Pupils    engaged. 


Boys. 
454 


Girls. 


Boys. 
198 


Girls, 

12'', 


Boys 
173 


Girls. 
113 


From  one  tract  alone  over  400  bushels  of  potatoes  will  be  taken. 
1  his  tract  is  under  the  control  of  the  Open  Air  School. 

New  Buildings. 

On  October  1st  last,  the  new  high  school  was  thrown  open  to  pupils 
f(;r  the  first  time. 

The  building  is  completely  equipped  and  will  accommodate  1,200 
students. 

The  appointments  in  the  commercial,  science,  and  household  arts 
departments  are  of  an  especially  high  order.  The  vocational  depart- 
ment is  being  equipped  as  requirements  demand.  The  printing  and 
Vk  oodworking  shops  are  fully  equipped. 

On  September  4,  1917,  the  new  Mosser  Building,  a  fourteen  class 
r(>()m  grade  luiilding  was  thrown  open. 

This  building  will  accommodate  560  puplis,  on  the  present  system 
and  800  on  the  recitation,  shop,  play  system. 

A  commodious  gymnasium,  auditorium,  vocational  shop,  sewing 
room  and  cooking  room  are  its  new  features. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  Department's 
many  courtesies  during  the  past  year. 


AMBRIDGE— Burdette  S.  Bayle. 


It  is  a  familiar  saying  among  educators  that  "The  teacher  makes 
the  school".  This  is  certainly  true  in  Ambridge.  Any  reputation 
V.  hich  we  have  established,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  for  having  good 
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schools  in  Ambridge  is  due  entirely  to  our  earnest  and  efficient 
teachers.  This  condition  is  made  possible  by  having  a  board  of 
directors  free  from  political  influence  and  self-interest.  No  teacher 
is  hired  who  does  not  hold  something  better  than  a  provisional  cer- 
tificate. Home  girls  are  given  the  preference  only  when  tliey  measure 
up  to  the  required  standard,  for  merit  is  the  determining  factor  in 
every  case  regardless  of  residence  or  friendship.  Our  force  for  the 
year  consisted  of  52  teachers  with  a  total  enrollment  of  1,948  pupils. 

During  the  month  of  October  athletic  contests  were  conducted 
which  included  every  boy  of  all  the  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades 
'dB  well  as  the  high  school.  The  contests  consisted  of  jumping,  run- 
ning, etc.,  with  the  addition  of  a  test  in  chest  expansion.  The  latter 
vras  probably  the  most  beneficial  of  all  the  events.  The  awards  were 
made  by  taking  the  average  of  each  room  or  class. 

Our  annual  musical  program  was  given  April  20th  and  the  annual 
exhibit  of  drawing  and  other  school  work  on  May  11th. 

During  the  year  a  pathescope  moving  picture  machine  was  installed 
w^ith  proceeds  secured  through  entertainments  and  the  assistance  of 
the  board.  It  is  our  purpose  to  give  free  moving  picture  entertain- 
ments to  the  pupils  and  their  parents  at  stated  intervals,  and  we 
confidently  expect  this  work  to  greatly  increase  the  interest  in  the 
regular  studies. 

Our  school  savings  pUin  continues  to  work  satisfactorily.  While 
the  total  number  of  depositors  has  not  yet  reached  the  point  that  we 
would  like  it  to,  we  feel  that  the  additional  labor  has  been  very  much 
worth  while  in  the  advancement  of  thrift  among  the  school  children, 
and  trust  that  in  a  few  years  practically  every  child  in  the  Ambridge 
schools  will  have  a  bank  account. 

Xotwithstanding  the  fact  that  pupils  come  to  us  from  other  parts 
of  the  State  who  have  reached  the  upper  grades  without  being  vac- 
cinated, we  have  felt  it  our  duty  to  conscientiously  euforce  the  vac- 
cination law ;  and  every  pupil  who  enters  our  schools  is  required  to 
present  a  certificate  of  successful  vaccination  or  a  joint  certificate 
ir.  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 
By  consistently  followiug  this  plan  for  a  number  of  years  all  objec- 
tions and  opposition  have  been  entirely  eliminated.  The  parents 
take  it  as  a  matter  of  course  that  a  child  must  be  vaccinated  before 
he  can  go  to  school,  and  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  law 
without  question. 

Although  we  have  a  large  foreign  population  we  have  been  un- 
usually free  from  contagious  diseases  during  the  year.  According  to 
our  official  records  there  have  been  only  twenty-two  cases  quaran- 
tined, and  thirteen  of  these  were  for  chickenpox.  Five  were  diph- 
theria and  the  other  four  for  whooping  cough.  There  has  not  been 
a  single  case  of  scarhit  fever  during  the  entire  year. 
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Realizing  that,  no  matter  liow  good  the  teacher  or  the  equipment, 
the  pupil  can  receive  no  benefit  unless  he  is  present,  we  have  nuide 
strenuous  efforts  to  have  our  attendance  the  very  best  possible.  The 
average  for  the  year  Avas  9G%, 

In  keeping  with  the  times  and  the  unusual  conditions  prevailing 
we  liave  employed  every  means  to  instil  into  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  oui'  pupils  the  love  of  country  and  to  give  them  the  right  idea  of 
real  patriotism.  We  not  only  liave  the  American  flag  disi)]ayed  on 
every  building,  as  required  by  law,  but  it  is  also  displayed  in  every 
s<  liool  room  in  such  a  position  that  it  is  constantly  before  the  eyes 
of  all  pupils. 

We  have  been  using  the  Bennett  system  of  writing  for  a  number  of 
years,  but  during  the  past  year  have  employed  a  special  supervisor, 
and  the  improvement  in  this  line  in  all  grades  is  very  noticeable. 

The  junior  high  school  idea  continues  to  be  popular,  and  we  believe 
our  pupils  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  are  doing  far  better  work 
than  under  the  old  plan.  I  am  sure  that  neither  the  teachers  or 
pupils  would  be  willing  to  return  to  the  old  8  and  4  idea. 

Our  senior  high  school  was  28%  larger  than  last  year  and  the 
excellent  spirit  of  co-operation  is  conclusive  evidence  of  the  efficiency 
of  the  work. 

In  spite  of  the  tendency  of  the  times  to  attach  undue  importance 
to  certain  fads  and  fancies  in  connection  with  secondary  education, 
I  am  firmly  convinced  that  there  is  still  in  the  public  mind  a  whole- 
some respect  for  and  appreciation  of  thorough  conscientious  efforts 
along  the  scholastic  line.  It  has  been  our  experience  that  our  students 
enter  into  the  social  and  athletic  phases  of  school  life  with  greater 
zest  when  they  are  made  to  feel  that  the  academic  work  is  of  first 
importance. 

We  are  especially  gratified  to  find  that  an  increasing  number  of  our 
graduates  are  enrolling  in  the  higher  institutions  of  learning  each 
year.  We  made  it  a  practice  of  keeping  in  touch  with  these  students 
during  their  freshman  year  in  college,  and  encourage  them  with  per- 
sonal letters  from  the  superintendent  or  members  of  the  faculty  when 
occasion  demands. 

For  the  past  three  years  we  have  substituted  weekly  literary  pro- 
grams in  chapel  for  tlie  usual  literary  societies,  and  are  so  well 
[)]eased  with  the  results  that  we  shall  continue  the  same  plan  during 
the  coming  year. 

Early  in  the  spring  a  bond  issue  of  160,000  was  authorized  by  the 
voters  of  the  borough  and  a  contract  was  let  for  a  new  twelve- room 
grade  building.  Teachers  have  already  been  hired  to  occupy  ten  of 
these  rooms  when  school  reopens  in  September. 
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Owing  to  the  advanced  cost  of  living  tlie  school  board  deemed  it 
a  matter  of  justice  to  the  teachers  to  give  each  one  a  special  increase 
in  salary  for  the  coming  year.    The  payroll  will  be  as  follows : 

12  grade  teachers  at  -|55.0()  4  grade  teachers  at  |70.00 
3  grade  teachers  at  .^57.50  2  grade  teachers  at  $72.50 
5  grade  teachers  at  fiOO.OO  8  grade  teachers  at  .*is75.00 
1  grade  teacher    at  |02.50  1  grade  teacher    at  |77.50 

G  grade  teachers  at  |G5.()0  ?>  grade  teachers  at  |S2.50 
2  grade  teachers  at  |G7.50         4  grade  teachers  at  |85.00 

Junior  high  school  teachers,  $G5,  |70,  |70,  |75,  185,  |85,  .flOO. 

High  school  teachers,  .f80,  |JK),  .f85,  |125,  |130. 

High  school  principal,  |]50. 

Drawing  teacher,  pO.      Music  teacher,  |90. 

Substitute,  |G5.       Stenographer,  |75.      Attendance  officer,  |50. 

Janitors'  salaries  range  from  |80  to  |95. 

Our  total  budget  for  the  year  of  1917-18  has  been  fixed  at  |101,000. 

Our  plan  of  paying  all  salaries  through  the  bank  has  proved  satis- 
factory in  every  res])ect  after  two  years'  trial.  A  salary  report  is 
made  by  the  superintendent  each  month,  and  a  copy  signed  by  him 
and  the  officers  of  the  board  is  deposited  with  the  bank  together  with 
a  warrant  to  cover  the  total  amount.  The  various  amounts  are  posted 
to  the  individual  accounts  of  the  employes  and  drawn  by  personal 
check  at  their  pleasure. 


ARCHBALD— W.  A.  Kelly. 


The  attendance  for  the  past  term  was  very  satisfactory  there  being 
an  average  daily  attendance  of  1,332.  The  high  school  department 
maintained  an  attendance  percentage  of  98  throughout  the  term.  A 
teachers'  class  of  fifteen  took  up  professional  reading  during  the 
term  thoroughly  satisfied  with  the  work  accomplished.  Two  local 
institutes  were  held  during  tlie  term,  one  at  Olyphant  and  one  at 
Archbald.  The  institute  held  at  Archbald  was  one  of  the  most  notable 
educational  events  held  in  Lackawanna  county.  The  afternoon  ses- 
sion was  given  to  education  and  the  evening  to  instruction  and  en- 
tertainment. Dr.  Jas.  J.  Walsh,  the  eminent  i)liycho]ogist  of  New 
York,  was  the  speaker  for  both  sessions,  the  hall  being  filled  to  its 
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capacity.  Carbondale  teachers  attended  the  afternoon  session  in  a 
body  and  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  meeting  by  having  their 
high  school  orchestra  of  17  pieces  render  several  selections. 


ASHLAND— J.  C.  Weirick. 


The  entire  enrollment  for  the  year  was, 948 

Percentage  of  attendance,   93 

Number  of  teachers,  including  a  drawing  super- 
visor, part  time,   25 

Graduates  from  the  high  school, 18 

Promoted  to  the  high  school, 62 

The  high  school  closed  a  term  of  nine  months,  June  15  and  high 
school  commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the  Temple. Theatre,  the 
evening  of  the  closing  day,  at  which  time  twelve  young  ladies  and 
six  young  men  were  awarded  their  diplomas.  Eleven  graduated  in 
the  classical  course  and  seven  in  the  commercial  course.  Twelve  of 
the  graduates  expect  to  enter  higher  institutions  of  learning. 

The  part  taken  in  the  commencement  by  the  commercial  students, 
consisted  of  a  practical  demonstration  of  their  work.  They  gave  a 
demonstration  in  ''Eh3i;hmical  Typewriting"  by  using  the  victrola, 
read  new  material  in  shorthand  and  finally  gave  a  speed  test  on  the 
machine.  During  this  last  test  some  of  the  students  succeeded  in 
writing  one  hundred  and  five  words  per  minute  with  a  very  few 
errors.  There  is  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  our  people  of  the  value 
of  our  commercial  course  as  is  evidenced  by  the  number  of  pupils 
electing  this  course  on  entering  high  school. 

The  remainder  of  the  program  was  more  in  the  nature  of  class 
day  exercises  than  of  commencement,  since  it  is  necessary  to  have 
everything  the  same  evening  on  account  of  having  no  place  sufficiently 
large  for  such  exercises  in  the  school  building  and  since  our  people 
prefer  a  program  of  this  nature.  All  of  the  graduates  had  a  part  on 
the  program.  The  class  appeared  in  cap  and  gown  at  both  the  com- 
mencement and  baccalaureate  exercises. 

As  previously  reported,  the  class  entering  the  high  school  next  year 
will  consist  of  sixty-two  pupils.  Thirty-two  have  selected  the  com- 
mercial course  and  thirty  the  classical  course.  Generally  about  all 
who  pass  the  eighth  grade  work  enter  high  school.  This  year  we  held 
a  meeting  of  the  eighth  grade  pupils  and  talked  to  them  about  the 
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benefits  of  a  high  school  course  and  set  forth  the  merits  of  the  sev- 
eral courses  in  our  high  school.  We  gave  a  practical  demonstration 
of  the  commercial  work  and  perhaps  this  accounts  for  the  larger 
number  in  the  commercial  course.  We  are  satisfied  with  this  result 
as  we  persuaded  several  who  had  no  ambition  to  go  further,  to  select 
the  commercial  course.  The  enrollment  in  the  high  school  next  year 
will  be  about  one  hundred  and  seventy-five. 

It  is  our  aim  to  prepare  the  young  people  of  Ashland  for  complete 
living.  TMs  is  an  industrial  community  and  we  have  been  advocat- 
ing the  necessity  of  a  course  in  manual  training  at  least,  and  indus- 
trial training,  if  at  all  possible,  in  the  future.  We  have  been  con- 
sidering the  matter  for  some  time  and  the  board  is  inclined  to  be 
favorable  to  its  establishment,  but  the  increased  cost  of  everything 
pertaining  to  schools  will  likely  necessitate  its  postponement  for 
another  year  at  least.  Our  high  school  curriculum  makes  provision 
for  those  who  expect  to  enter  higher  institutions  of  learning  and  it 
is  our  aim  to  strengthen  this  department  so  that  these  young  people 
will  have  a  thorough  training  in  this  department. 

The  plan  of  last  year,  to  employ  an  outside  supervisor  of  drawing, 
was  continued  through  the  year  and  the  results  were  very  satisfac- 
tory. A  steady  improvement  in  drawing  has  been  noted.  The  super- 
visor meets  once  a  month  with  the  teachers  and  outlines  the  work 
for  the  following  month.  In  placing  the  matter  of  drawing  under 
the  teacher's  care,  the  teacher  feels  responsible  for  all  the  work  of 
the  school  and  she  will  enter  into  the  work  with  her  whole  heart  and 
do  the  very  best  of  which  she  is  capable.  This  method  is  very  satis- 
factory if  a  special  teacher  cannot  be  employed  regularly. 

Patrons'  Day  was  observed  in  the  schools  toward  the  end  of  the 
term  and  the  work  in  drawing,  voluntary  industrial  work,  sewing, 
composition,  penmanship  and  other  written  work  of  the  school  was 
shown.  We  urged  the  visitors  to  remain  for  the  regular  work  of  the 
school  and  many  complied  with  the  request  .  No  special  program  was 
prepared,  the  regular  work  of  the  school  being  carried  on.  During 
the  month  in  which  Patrons'  Day  was  observed,  there  were  2,294 
visitors.    This  is  a  very  popular  day  to  the  people  of  this  town. 

Kegular  monthly  teachers'  meetings  were  held  during  the  year. 
At  these  meetings,  general  questions  were  discussed  and  Bagley's 
School  Discipline  was  studied  with  care.  We  are  positive  that  a 
great  deal  of  benefit  was  derived  from  the  study  of  this  book  and 
from  the  discussions  which  followed.  This  book  seemed  to  fit  so 
many  of  our  cases  and  was  of  immediate  assistance  to  many  of  our 
teachers. 

Realizing  the  weakness  of  our  pupils  in  spelling  and  in  the  funda 
mentals  of  arithmetic,  special  emphasis  was  placed  on  these  subjects 
and  the  results  were  gratifying.    No  si)elling  books  had  been  in  use 
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in  the  grades  below  the  seventh,  so  tlie  first  step  was  to  place  books  in 
the  fonrth,  fifth  and  sixth  grades.  Tests  were  given  from  standard 
lists  at  different  times  and  there  was  a  marked  im[)rovement  in  spell- 
ing. The  words  misspelled  a  number  of  times  being  especially 
stressed  and  the  common  words  were  often  found  to  be  misspelled 
the  greatest  number  of  times.  In  the  fundamentals  of  arithmetic, 
cards  were  used.  The  idea  in  using  the  cards  was  to  get  accuracy 
and  rapidity,  which  must  be  gotten  by  continual  drill.  As  in  the 
spelling  tests,  these  results  were,  in  the  main,  satisfactory. 

Our  teachers  are  anxious  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times  educationally, 
and  to  accomplish  this,  they  are  all  subscribers  to  one  or  more  edu- 
cational papers  and  read  a  large  number  of  professional  books.  Ash- 
land's teachers  are  all  members  of  the  State  Educational  Association 
and  have  been  for  two  years.  Some  of  them  expect  to  attend  a  sum- 
mer school  this  year. 

During  the  year  our  high  school  changed  the  form  of  the  high 
school  paper  from  the  regulation  newspaper  form  to  a  book  form. 
'The  name  was  also  changed  from  "High  School  Keporter"  to  "Ar- 
dante".  The  pupils  seemed  to  take  more  pride  in  this  new  paper  and 
it  had  a  prosperous  year.  The  work  is  done  by  the  pupils  assisted 
by  the  teachers,  the  commercial  pupils  having  charge  of  writing  the 
advertisements.     There  were  four  issues  of  the  school  paper. 

During  the  year  several  plays  were  presented  in  the  high  school 
auditorium  by  the  pupils  of  the  school.  The  purpose  being  to  raise 
money  for  athletics  and  for  the  Senior  Memorial.  The  senior  class 
fonnally  presented  to  the  high  school  on  commencement  day,  a 
beautiful  silk  flag,  this  being  the  most  appropriate  gift  at  the  present 
time. 

High  school  athletics  were  in  a  flourishing  condition  this  year, 
successful  teams  were  maintained  in  football,  basketball — boys  and 
girls — and  baseball.  In  order  to  participate  in  these  games,  it  was 
necessary  for  the  players  to  stand  well  in  their  studies.  This  has 
been  a  stimulus  to  the  careless  but  athletically  inclinded  pupil  and 
has  worked  to  the  benefit  of  all  concerned. 

A  system  of  card  records  for  the  elementally  schools  was  established 
this  year  and  it  is  our  purpose  to  keep  this  system  sufficiently  full 
so  that  information  that  is  really  needed  will  be  at  hand.  Monthly 
reports  were  required  of  the  teachers,  giving  in  addition  to  the  regu- 
lar statistical  report,  a  report  of  professional  reading,  visits  to  pupils' 
homes,  number  of  teachers'  and  educational  meetings  attended,  etc. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  made  pleasant  and  profitable  by  the 
spirit  of  harmony  which  has  prevailed  among  all  those  connected 
with  the  administration  of  the  schools.  We  wish  to  express  our  ap- 
preciation to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  the  advice 
and  assistance  rendered  during  the  year. 
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BANGOK-  J.  W.  Gruver. 


Our  schools  closed  anotliei-  nine  months'  term  on  June  20.  We 
enrolled  during  the  year  1,204  children.  The  average  attendance  was 
fair  being  lowered  somewhat  by  the  usual  children's  diseases.  The 
percentage  of  attendance  for  the  term  was  93%. 

During  the  past  year  we  witnessed  the  usual  progress  in  our  bor- 
ough schools.  With  a  splendid  corps  of  efiicient  teachers  and  an 
interested  and  harmonious  school  board  to  encourage  us  along  every 
line  of  our  work  our  task  was  comparatively  easy. 

On  account  of  the  (piarantine  for  infantile  paralysis  during  the 
month  of  September,  our  schools  like  the  other  schools  of  the  State, 
got  a  late  start  and  did  not  close  until  June  20. 

A  class  of  28  boys  and  girls  was  graduated  from  the  high  school ; 
24  from  the  academic  department  and  4  from  the  commercial  depart- 
ment. The  students  from  the  commercial  department  are  eagerly 
sought  by  the  business  men  of  our  borough  who  have  learned  that 
those  pupils  prepared  with  us  are  efficient  and  able  to  render  valua- 
ble service  and  likewise  much  interested  in  their  work. 

During  last  summer's  vacation  the  McKinley  school  buinling  in  the 
second  ward  was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  two  rooms  and  other- 
wise generally  repaired  so  that  this  building  is  now  one  of  the  pret- 
tiest and  most  modern  in  our  borough.  These  changes  now  enable 
the  pupils  of  this  part  of  the  borough  to  complete  the  grammar  work 
before  coming  to  the  high  school  building. 

As  in  nearly  all  industrial  communities,  one  of  the  greatest  prob- 
lems we  have  to  contend  with  is  to  keep  our  boys  and  girls  in  school 
after  they  are  fourteen  years  of  age.  We  sutfer  the  greatest  loss  in 
the  intermediate  and  grammar  grades.  When  they  have  reached  the 
high  school  we  lose  a  very  small  number.  On  account  of  this  loss  in 
tlie  lower  grades  it  becomes  necessary  for  us  to  arrange  our  course 
in  these  departments  that  the  children  will  there  be  taught  those 
things  that  will  be  most  useful  to  them  in  after  life. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  regularly  during  the  year.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  discussion  of  current  school  events  by  the  teachers,  sev- 
eral evening  lectures  for  the  benefit  of  both  teachers  and  the  p\d)lic 
w^ere  promoted  by  them.  These  meetings  were  well  attended  and 
proved  themselves  interesting. 

Much  attention  was  paid  to  drill  in  public  s])eaking  and  it  has 
been  made  a  part  of  the  regular  work  in  English  in  the  grammar 
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and  high  schools  under  our  competent  instructor  in  English.  It  can 
readily  be  seen  that  it  has  stimulated  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
literary  society  Avhich  meets  semi-monthly. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  term  our  board  passed  a  resolution  grant- 
ing each  teacher  one  day's  absence  with  regular  pay  to  visit  other 
schools  at  the  discretion  of  the  superintendent.  We  found  that  this 
encouraged  our  teachers  very  much  as  it  gave  them  an  opportunity 
to  compare  their  work  with  that  of  other  teachers. 

On  account  of  the  late  season,  we  selected  Friday,  April  27,  as 
Arbor  Day,  which  we  celebrated  in  a  fitting  manner.  The  pupils 
of  the  different  buildings  assembled  on  the  lawn  in  front  of  the  high 
school  building  where  a  splendid  program  was  rendered  by  pupils  of 
the  different  grades.  Members  of  the  school  board  were  present  and 
showed  themselves  much  interested  by  helping  plant  several  trees 
on  the  lawn.  We  also  designated  this  day  as  Parent  and  Visitors' 
Day.  After  the  exercises  on  the  lawn  had  been  completed,  all  present 
were  invited  to  return  with  the  teachers  to  their  respective  rooms 
and  inspect  the  work  done  by  the  pupils  during  the  year. 

Our  schools  closed  in  good  condition  on  Wednesday,  June  20.  The 
baccalaureate  services  were  held  in  the  Welsh  Presbyterian  churcli 
on  Sunday  morning  preceding  the  close  of  school.  The  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  J.  W.  Matthews,  and  was  much  appre- 
ciated by  all  present. 

Instead  of  the  accustomed  commencement  night,  the  school  board 
consented  to  allow  the  class  to  take  a  "Class  Trip"  to  Washington, 
D.  C,  where  the  pupils  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  both  houses  of 
congress  while  in  session.  The  whole  trip  proved  very  valuable  to 
the  class. 

Generally  speaking,  we  were  well  pleased  with  the  work  in  all  the 
grades.  Among  those  who  attended  school  regularly,  there  were 
practically  no  failures.  As  we  all  know,  there  are  always  those  boys 
and  girls  who  are  irregular  in  attendance  and  are  not  much  inter- 
ested in  their  work.  These  pupils  are  one  of  our  greatest  problems 
and  require  our  greatest  effort  and  much  thought. 


BEAVER  FALLS—Clyde  C.  Green. 


We  shall  introduce  our  report  for  the  past  year  by  a  brief  outline 
of  the  reorganization  of  the  Beaver  Falls  Public  School  S.ystem  siuc(^ 
the  School  Code  Avent  into  effect. 
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I.    High  School. 

Revision  of  the  high  school  curriculum,  strengthening  of  the  col- 
lege preparatory  course,  providing  new  courses,  a  broad  choice  of 
elective  studies  with  the  addition  of  the  following  features:  sewing 
cooking,  manual  training,  mechanical  drawing,  regular  classes  in 
vocal  music,  music  appreciation,  ireehand  drawing  and  painting, 
stenography,  typewriting,  bookkeeping,  penmanship,  business  Eng- 
lish, commercial  law,  commercial  geography,  commercial  arithmetic, 
general  science,  civics,  ethics,  household  chemistiy,  oral  English,  ex- 
tension of  athletics  to  a  broader  system  of  physical  education,  credit 
for  graduation  in  special  branches  and  outside  work  in  music,  office 
practice  for  commercial  students,  two  years'  industrial  course,  exten- 
sion of  semi-annual  promotions  to  the  high  school  with  mid-year  com- 
mencement exercises,  student  council  (jmpil  participation  in  pupil 
government),  high  school  publication,  use  of  high  school  building  for 
social  high  school  functions,  high  school  treasurer  (faculty  member 
who  acts  as  treasurer  for  all  funds  in  connection  with  student  acti- 
vities), use  of  caps  and  gowns  for  commencement  (caps  and  gowns 
belong  to  the  school  district),  high  school  orchestra,  high  school 
choir,  faculty  class  officers  for  high  school  groups,  new  system  of 
pupils'  individual  records  including  record  of  personal  character- 
istics, wireless  station,  projectoscope,  moving  picture  machine,  cumu- 
lative card  index  of  alumni. 

II.  Revision  of  the  elementary  school  curriculum  including  the 
following  features:  Departmental  work  in  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades,  a  new  system  of  primary  reading,  cooking,  sewing,  manual 
training,  special  school  for  backward  pupils,  calisthenics. 

III.   Administrative  Features. 

Complete  system  of  accounting  including  cost  system  for  school 
'records  of  all  kinds,  system  for  distribution  of  books  and  supplies, 
salary  schedule  for  teachers  with  promotion  based  upon  merit,  office 
of  school  secretary  created  by  the  combining  of  the  offices  of  school 
board  secretary  and  superintendent's  secretary,  abolishing  of  all 
salaried  offices  for  school  board  members,  use  of  standard  scales  and 
measurements  for  judging  the  work  of  the  elementary  schools,  new 
form  of  teachers'  record  books,  cumulative  card  index  record  of  all 
pupils,  new  form  of  superintendent's  monthly  report  to  the  board, 
new  form  of  principals'  monthly  report  to  the  superintendent. 

IV.    General  Features. 

Continuation  school,  evening  scliools,  playgrounds   (two  centers), 
children's  librarian,  victrolas  for  all  schools,  brancli  libraries  for  all 
school  buildings,  gymnasium. 
12 


176  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doe. 

The  Library  and  the  School. 

By  virtue  of  tlie  fact  that  the  school  district  of  Beaver  Falls  ac- 
cepted the  entire  responsibility  for  the  maintenance  and  control  of 
the  Carnegie  Free  Library  of  this  borough,  it  is  in  reality  a  part 
of  the  public  educational  system  of  Beaver  Falls.  In  actual  practice, 
the  expense  of  the  library  is  included  in  the  budget  of  the  school  dis- 
trict and  all  bills  are  paid  by  the  school  district  in  the  same  manner 
as  other  bills  are  paid. 

The  libraiy  is  managed  by  a  board  of  seven  trustees  of  which  the 
president  of  the  school  board  and  the  superintendent  of  schools  are 
ex-officio  members.  The  other  members  are  elected  by  the  school 
board. 

In  modern  educational  administration  a  good  library  is  considered 
an  indispensable  part  of  an  efficient  school  system.  In  this  respect 
the  public  schools  of  Beaver  Falls  are  peculiarly  fortunate.  During 
recent  years  a  definite  plan  has  been  evolved  for  the  use  of  the 
library  by  the  public  school.  The  following  features  of  this  plan 
are  now  in  operation. 

The  Story  Hour — For  the  twofold  purpose  of  arousing  an  interest 
in  good  literature,  and  providing  a  basis  for  language  work,  a  story 
hour  is  conducted  in  the  library  two  evenings  each  week.  This  work 
has  proved  very  beneficial,  and  aside  from  the  direct  educational 
advantage,  the  story  hour  provides  a  pleasant  means  of  entertain- 
ment for  the  children  who  attend., 

The  Children's  Room — One  large  room  of  the  library  has  been  set 
apart  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  children.  The  children's  librarian 
is  in  charge  and  not  only  assists  the  children  in  finding  suitable 
books,  but  gives  definite  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  catalog,  and 
the  general  use  of  the  library. 

Instruction  in  Library  Practice — All  of  the  pupils  of  the  eighth 
grade  are  given  definite  lessons  in  library  practice  by  the  librarian. 
This  instruction  is  very  valuable  to  any  one  in  this  age  of  books  and 
free  libraries,  and  especially  for  those  who  enter  high  school  and 
higher  institutions  of  learning. 

The  Reference  Room — The  library  force  render  a  valauble  service 
to  students  who  use  the  reference  room.  It  is  very  seldom  that  a 
student  leaves  the  library  disappointed  in  his  efforts  to  find  informa- 
tion on  a  subject  which  he  is  investigating. 

Branch  Libraries  in  the  School — Branch  libraries  have  been  estab- 
lished in  all  the  school  buildings  and  books  are  issued  to  the  pupils 
under  the  direction  of  the  teachers.  In  this  way  it  is  possible  to 
direct  the  reading  of  the  children  so  that  it  will  correlate  with  their 
school  studies,  and  be  suited  to  their  age  and  mental  development. 

In  this  connection  it  may  not  be  improper  to  warn  parents  that  it 
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is  just  as  iiui)oi'tant  for  children  to  receive  guidance  in  the  selection 
of  their  reading  as  in  the  selection  of  their  companions.  All  books 
are  not  good  and  profitable  companions.  Many  parents  would  do 
well  to  consult  the  children's  librarian  or  the  teachers  of  their  chil- 
dren regarding  the  proper  books  for  children  at  different  ages,  and 
under  different  circumstances. 


Physical  Education. 

We  speak  consen-atively  when  we  say  that  the  question  of  high 
school  athletics  presents  serious  problems,  which,  is  not  solved  prop- 
erly, will  tend  to  defeat  the  true  aims  of  education  in  our  school  sys- 
tem. These  problems  have  been  brought  about  by  the  rise  of  the  fol- 
lowing conditions: 

First — The  rapidly  increasing  prominence  which  is  being  given 
to  inter-school  athletic  contests  as  a  phase  of  the  legitinmte  work  of 
the  schools,  to  the  exclusion  of  games  and  physical  exercises  within 
the  student  body. 

Secondly — The  investment  of  a  large  sum  of  money  in  a  play- 
ground, gymnasium,  and  other  facilities  for  physical  education,  which 
may  be  wisely  administered  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  people  of  the 
community,  or  which  may  not  be  so  administered,  depending  upon 
our  policies. 

Before  we  proceed  further  with  our  remarks  on  this  question  we 
desire  to  state  that  we  are  enthusiastically  in  favor  of  the  physical 
phase  of  education — but  in  this,  as  in  other  phases  of  our  work,  we 
must  be  guided  by  the  ethical  principle  of  the  "greatest  good  for  the 
greatest  number". 

The  present  tendency  to  place  increasing  emphasis  upon  contests 
between  diiferent  schools  results  as  follows: 

Approximately  10  per  cent,  of  the  student  body  receive  the  benefit 
of  the  physical  training  in  the  games  which  are  played.  This  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  present  tendencies  demand  that  all  our  efforts  be 
concentrated  upon  training  a  few  boys  for  the  purpose  of  whipping 
a  few  boys  from  another  school.  The  real  pla}"  element  is  entirely 
eliminated,  and  the  boy  who  needs  physical  development  most  re- 
ceives the  least  attention,  sim])ly  because  he  is  not  able  to  help  win 
our  games. 

Now,  we  believe  in  playing  to  win,  but  we  do  not  believe  that  the 
side  shoir  should  he  larger  than  the  cireus.  In  other  words,  we 
simply  mean  that  whatever  money,  time,  and  energy  we  invest  in 
physical  education  in  the  future  should  be  so  distributed  that  not  a 
single  boy  or  girl  in  the  school  system  will  be  neglected.    Games  and 
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physical  exercises  should  be  provided  for  all  ages,  conditions,  and 
both  sexes.  This  is  not  merely  a  dream,  but  is  very  practical  and  is 
capable  of  being  worked  in  our  school  system. 

We  realize  that  inter-school  contests  have  their  place,  that  they 
serve  to  foster  what  is  called  school  spirit.  They  make  friends  for 
the  school  when  we  are  winning  (and  enemies  when  we  are  losing). 
But  when  they  are  over  emphasized  it  is  also  a  fact  that  there  is  a 
tendency  to  subordinate  all  other  phases  of  the  scliool  work  to  them. 
Great  care  must  be  taken  that  a  student's  athletic  interests  be  not 
interfered  with,  but  that  same  student  frequently  claims  the  right  to 
allow  anything  to  take  precedence  over  his  studies. 

It  is  true  that  an  occasional  boy  is  kept  in  school  for  a  time  merely 
because  he  finds  a  place  on  Ihe  team,  but  usually  the  deleterious  in- 
fluence of  such  a  boy  upon  the  remainder  of  the  school  is  more  con- 
spicuous than  his  educational  growth. 

Many  times  a  boy's  own  parents  are  misled  by  the  mere  fact  that 
the  boy  remains  in  school  without  coercion  and  is  a  favorite  with  the 
student  body  and  athletic  fans  of  the  community  on  account  of  his 
athletic  prowess.  Popularity  is  a  thing  to  be  desired,  and  some  of 
our  best  young  men  have  been  popular  athletes ;  but  we  object  stren- 
i.'susly  to  any  tendency  to  exploit  the  puMic  school  system  for  the 
mere  pleasure  of  the  sporting  element  of  the  community.  This  ten- 
dency is  ahvays  in  evidence  in  a  school  where  inter-school  contests 
are  given  prominence  over  games  and  exercises  within  the  school 
'  itself. 

Let  there  be  no  misunderstanding  of  the  spirit  of  our  remarks  on 
this  question.  We  are  making  a  plea  for  a  type  of  physical  educa- 
tion and  training  which  will  reach  all  of  our  students.  This  can  be 
done  only,  we  believe,  by  the  employment  of  a  competent  physical 
director  for  both  boys  and  girls,  who  will  give  his  entire  time  to  the 
work  of  physical  training,  including  the  athletic  games  common  to 
high  schools,  and  in  addition  to  this,  scientific  instruction  in  gymna- 
sium exercises. 

This  arrangement  would  increase  rather  than  decrease  the  game 
element,  but  in  so  doing  a  larger  number  of  the  students  would  be 
in  the  games  instead  of  on  the  side  lines  confining  their  physical  and 
mental  activities  to  "rooting".  "Rooting"  has  some  value,  no  doubt, 
but  it  requires  neither  the  mentality  or  the  physical  skill  involved  in 
playing  the  game.  Furthermore,  this  plan  need  not  eliminate  inter- 
school  games,  although  it  would  probably  decrease  the  number  of  such 
contests  in  favor  of  contests  within  the  student  body.  TTie  "first 
teams"  would  probably  be  more  skilful  for  the  reason  that  there 
would  be  a  larger  number  of  available  players  from  which  to  choose 
"first  teams". 
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We  believe  thoroughly  iu  physical  traiiiiug  even  to  the  extent  of 
placing  it  on  a  co-ordinate  basis  with  intellectual  training.  In  eval- 
uating the  efficiency  of  a  system  of  schools  we  can  understand  how 
intelligent  people  will  give  much  emphasis  to  this  phase  of  the  work 
as  it  effects  the  members  of  the  student  body  individually;  but  we 
are  not  in  sympathy  with  the  course  of  reasoning  which  leads  people 
to  judge  the  efficiency  of  a  high  school  merely  by  the  number  of  games 
the  first  team  wins.  Neither  are  we  in  sympathy  with  the  educational 
policj^  which  gives  less  recognition  to  mental  and  moral  power  in  a 
student  than  to  physical  skill.  All  three  are  important  and  none 
must  be  neglected,  but  each  must  be  kept  in  its  proper  place. 


BERWICK— J.  Y.  Shambach. 


It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  there  has  been  noteworthy  progress 
iu  our  schools  during  the  past  year. 

We  are  fortunate  in  having  single  seats  in  every  grade  school  room 
in  our  district  and  in  the  main  room  in  our  high  school  building. 
This  is  a  great  advantage  for  the  pupil  and  for  the  teacher.  We 
regret  that  crowded  conditions  in  the  high  school  make  it  necessarj'^ 
to  have  some  of  the  single  seats  placed  side  by  side,  so  that  the  effect 
is  practically  that  of  double  seats  with  individual  desks.  Our  enroll- 
ment in  this  department  for  the  year  was  216.  We  graduated  fifty- 
five.  This  is  the  largest  class  in  the.  history  of  the  district.  The 
class  ranking  second  in  size  was  graduate  in  1910.  There  were  forty- 
five  in  this  class.  We  also  promoted  the  largest  eighth  grade  class 
in  the  histoi'y  of  the  schools.  Eighty-one  pupils  received  certifi- 
cates June  2C),  1917.  Two  years  ago  seventy-one  pupils  were  pro- 
moted from  the  eighth  grade.  This  had  been  the  largest  number  up  to 
that  time. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  our  sewing  classes  did  some 
work  for  the  Red  Cross  Society.  Nearly  all  the  senior  girls,  and  a 
large  number  of  the  other  girls,  made  some  of  the  clothing  they 
wore  during  commencement  week.  Two  of  the  senior  girls  made  a 
large  part  of  the  clothing  they  wore  commencement  night,  including 
their  dresses. 

Through  the  generosity  of  the  Lutheran  Brotherhood,  the  Daugh- 
ters of  the  American  Revolution,  the  regent  of  the  latter  organization, 
Mrs.  C.  G.  Crispin,  and  the  vice-president  of  our  school  board,  Mr.  L, 
E.  Hess,  we  were  able  to  place  three  horizontal  bars  and  three  frames 
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with  six  swings  suspended  from  each,  on  our  Market  street  play- 
ground. This  was  a  start  in  the  right  direction.  It  would  be  well 
to  provide  properly  supervised  recreation  centers  for  the  children 
of  the  district.  Another  gift  to  the  school  district  should  be  men- 
tioned in  this  report.  Dr.  W.  C.  Hensyl  presented  a  large  static 
electrical  machine  with  an  X-Ray  attachment.  This  machine,  which 
is  equipped  with  a  motor,  has  been  placed  in  our  physics  laboi'atory. 

We  have  a  large  number  of  birds  in  this  vicinity.  We  had  been 
planning  to  have  more  bird  houses  built  this  year  than  the  pupils 
constructed  in  previous  years.  A  bird  house  contest  was  planned 
in  which  the  ladies  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club  offered  four  prizes. 
Part  of  the  plan  was  to  have  Dr.  Kalbfus  deliver  two  lectures  to  our 
pupils  and  patrons  in  March.  His  coming  gave  impetus  to  the  move- 
ment. As  a  result  we  had  a  very  pleasing  display"  of  bird  houses  in  a 
show  window  of  the  largest  department  store  in  town.  Many  houses 
were  built  which  did  not  appear  in  this  exhibition.  Some  of  the 
girls  entered  the  contest  and  their  work  was  quite  creditable. 

Last  year  our  senior  class  staged  '*As  You  Like  It"  during  com- 
mencement week.  This  was  the  first  time  a  high  school  cast  presented 
a  Shakespearean  play  at  this  place.  A  few  weeks  later  the  same 
people  repeated  the  drama  on  the  Municipal  Hall  lawn  for  the  benefit 
of  a  public  library  fund.  This- was  Berwick's  first  open  air  play.  This 
year  "Romeo  and  Juliet"  was  given  by  the  members  of  the  senior 
class.  Dr.  Byron  W.  King  drilled  the  latter  cast.  All  the  reserved 
seats  were  sold  thirty  minutes  after  the  diagram  was  opened.  Tliis 
was  the  shortest  time  required  to  dispose  of  all  the  tickets,  in  the 
memory  of  the  men  who  handle  the  diagram  for  all  performances 
in  the  Opera  House. 

During  the  past  year  a  great  influence  for  promoting  the  welfare 
of  our  schools  was  organized.  All  the  teachers  and  sui)erintendents 
of  Bloomsburg,  Danville,  West  Berwick  and  Berwick  met  at  two 
different  times  to  discuss  their  problems.  The  Catawissa  people  were 
present  at  the  second  meeting.  The  teachers  of  each  grade  and  of 
each  high  school  department  met  in  separate  sections.  We  also  had 
a  high  school  principals'  section  and  a  superintendents'  section. 
The  plan  was  liked  so  well  that  it  will  doubtless  be  continued  during 
the  coming  year. 

The  professional  spirit  in  our  district  is  good.  All  our  teachers 
were  enrolled  as  members  of  the  I*ennsylvania  State  Teachers'  Asso- 
ciation. The  lack  of  space  will  prohibit  my  outlining  the  interesting 
nature  study  work  which  was  done  by  our  teachers,  particularly 
in  furthering  the  plans  of  the  Home  Garden  League. 
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BETHLEHEM— Will.  (1.  Cleaver 


The  steady  increase  in  school  enrollment  and  attendance  which 
has  been  in  evidence  for  several  years  continued  during  the  tenn 
of  1916-1017.  Dnring  the  term  the  enrollment  in  onr  elementai-y 
grades  and  high  school  reached  a  total  of  2,880  pupils.  In  the  con- 
tinuation sdiool  there  were  enrolled  125,  thus  giving  a  total  for  the 
year  in  the  day  schools  of  3,005.  Adding  to  this  number  the  107  men 
and  women  wlio  attended  the  night  school  brings  a  grand  total  en- 
rolled for  the  term  to  3,112. 

Conditions  for  the  best  work  were  in  several  respects  rather  un- 
favorable. The  loss  of  a  month  at  the  beginning  of  tlie  term  and 
the  large  number  of  rooms  which  had  to  be  placed  on  part  time 
increased  the  burdens  resting  on  the  teachers  and  called  for  a  more 
effective  type  of  teaching.  Shortage  in  supplies  of  various  kinds 
also  caused  trouble.  In  si)ite  of  the  difficulties,  however,  the  progress 
of  the  children  to  higher  grades  as  shown  by  the  promotions  at 
the  close  of  the  term  is  highly  satisfactory.  Of  the  2,044  pupils  on 
the  roll  in  the  elementary  grades  at  the  end  of  the  term  1,860  or  91 
per  cent,  were  promoted.  In  the  high  schools  398  of  the  435  on  the 
roll  were  promoted.  For  all  the  grades  the  figures  were  2,479  on  the 
roll,  2,258  promoted. 

This  result  is  practically  the  same  as  obtained  in  1016,  the  per- 
centage of  promoted  pupils  at  the  close  of  last  year  being  91.8.  We 
are  justified  in  feeling  satisfied  with  the  earnest  efforts  put  forth 
by  both  teachers  and  pupils  and  they  deserve  full  credit  for  the 
showing  made.  Mention  should  also  be  made  of  the  fact  that  the 
standards  w  ere  not  lowered  in  any  degree  so  far  as  the  fundamental 
principles  and  essential  facts  of  the  various  subjects  are  concerned. 
On  the  other  hand  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  less  supplementary 
work  could  be  accomplished  because  of  the  untoward  conditions  men- 
tioned above.  The  exhibits  of  work  liehl  at  the  close  of  the  term  and 
in  connection  with  parent-teacher  meetings  at  various  times  furnished 
visible  proof  that  the  class  work  was  of  a  high  order. 

Special  attention  was  directed  to  the  improvement  of  the  work 
Id  oral  and  written  English,  arithmetic,  penmanship,  drawing  and 
music.  The  general  outline  courses  for  drawing  and  music  were  care- 
fully planned  by  the  sui)ervisors  of  tlie  work  in  these  subjects  and  the 
superintendent,  and  supplemented  by  the  monthly  outlines  and  de- 
tailed direction  sheets.    There  has  been  steady  progress  in  botli  these 
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lines  of  work.  The  emphasis  placed  upon  Industrial  Art  at  the 
Teachers'  Institute  helped  greatly  in  creating  a  spirit  of  enthusiasm 
for  this  work.  In  English,  penmanship  and  arithmetic  the  instruction 
given  at  the  Institute  was  also  most  helpful,  and  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  in  all  these  subjects  our  results  are  better  than  ever  before.  In 
the  Continuation  School  simple  work  in  drawing  and  manual  train- 
irg  for  the  boys  and  sewing  for  the  girls  was  introduced.  This 
departure  was  welcomed  by  the  great  majority  of  the  pupils  and 
useful  training  was  given  to  many  who  are  peculiarly  in  need  of  it. 
In  the  regular  classwork  of  the  Continuation  School  the  effort  to 
make  all  the  instruction  as  practical  as  possible  was  continued,  and 
the  results  were  excellent. 

For  the  first  time  in  its  history  the  Bethlehem  School  District  sup- 
ported regular  evening  classes.  A  total  attendance  of  107  was 
attained,  and  instruction  was  given  in  English  (including  oral  ex- 
pression, spelling,  writing  and  grammar),  arithmetic,  stenography, 
typewriting,  bookkeeping  and  English  for  foreigners.  No  work  has 
been  undertaken  that  has  produced  better  results  than  this,  and  from 
the  many  inquiries  already  received  we  may  confidently  look  for  a 
l.'irgely  increased  attendance  in  these  classes  during  the  coming  year. 

The  interest  of  pupils  in  gardening  as  shown  by  the  large  number 
of  those  who  cultivated  garden  plots  last  year  was  again  in  evidc^ice. 
All  the  seeds  that  could  be  obtained  from  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture were  distributed  and  many  individuals  purchased  their  own 
supply.  A  minimum  of  100  square  feet  was  suggested  as  the  size  for 
home  vegetable  gardens,  and  329  pupils  reported  having  such  under 
cultivation.  While  the  work  of  inspection  cannot  be  satisfactorih' 
carried  out  unless  measures  are  taken  for  proper  supeiwision  by  a 
person  employed  for  this  purpose,  yet  scores  of  pupils  reported  their 
success  in  gardening  and  an  excellent  spirit  has  been  aroused. 

In  the  high  school  the  attendance  was  excellent  and  the  enrollment 
continued  very  high  until  near  the  close  of  the  temi.  About  June 
1st,  however,  the  industrial  conditions  which  almost  disorganized 
the  work  in  not  a  few  cities  caused  a  sharp  decline  in  the  membershi]) 
and  interfered  with  some  of  the  work.  We  endeavored  to  keep  the 
boys  whose  value  in  industrial  work  is  small  or  whose  home  condi- 
tions did  not  demand  that  they  be  placed  at  work  in  school  to  the  end 
of  the  term.  Our  practice  was  that  of  practically  all  the  school  dis- 
tricts and  coincided  with  the  recommendations  of  the  national  gov- 
ernment. The  request  for  farm  help  did  not  materialize,  and  here 
again  our  experience  was  precisely  that  of  other  districts  with  prac- 
tically no  exception. 

The  Industrial  course  which  is  to  be  introduced  next  term  will  be 
taken  by  nearly  60  boys,  of  whom  more  than  40  are  entering  the  high 
school.    The  course  will  be  of  the  co-operative  type,  the  boys  spending 
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two  weeks  in  the  Bethlehem  Steel  Company  shops  alternately.  This 
is  a  real  beginning  of  vocational  training  in  the  Bethlehem  schools, 
and  Ave  propose  to  develop  it  as  far  as  possible.  It  is,  however,  no 
less  important  that  an  opportunity  be  given  to  the  girls  to  benefit 
by  vocational  work  on  a  similar  plan.  The  introduction  of  house- 
hold arts  work  has  been  postponed  from  time  to  time  for  various 
reasons,  but  we  hope  to  organize  this  work  on  a  comprehensive  plan 
(luring  the  coming  term. 

In  the  high  school  a  course  in  Spanish  was  added  to  the  curri- 
culum and  a  year's  successful  work  has  been  completed  in  this 
language.  In  German  the  Direct  Method  has  been  introduced  and  the 
course  strengthened.  The  number  of  those  taking  the  Commercial 
Course  is  steadily  increasing.  With  the  growth  of  the  school  and 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  teachers  it  has  appeared  best  to  place 
department  heads  in  charge  of  the  instruction  in  subjects  in  which 
the  number  of  classes  and  instructors  makes  this  desirable.  This 
step  will  no  doubt  have  due  effect  on  the  work  in  these  departments 
and  even  better  results  may  be  expected. 

During  the  year  health  conditions  have  been  very  good.  There 
has  been  no  epidemic  and  at  no  time  did  the  attendance,  even  in 
the  lowest  grades,  fall  off  as  is  usually  the  case  during  the  period 
of  rough  weather.  Especially  noticeable  has  been  the  absence  of 
the  usual  minor  ailments — measles,  chicken  pox,  sore  throat,  etc.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  term  a  vigorous  campaign  was  carried  on  to 
eradicate  some  of  the  evils  due  to  carelessness  and  sanitary  condi- 
tions. Our  medical  inspection  was  somewhat  interfered  with  but 
during  the  coming  year  this  work  will  be  so  organized  as  to  provide 
for  thorough  inspection  and  the  needed  follow  up  work  and  school 
treatment.  The  dental  prophylaxis  work  was  steadily  carried  on  and 
1,100  individual  treatments  were  given.  The  number  of  children 
treated  was  690,  and  410  children  received  two  treatments.  It  is  not 
unreasonable  to  attribute  the  absence  of  mouth  and  throat  troubles 
in  a  large  degree  to  the  careful  work  done  by  the  dental  nurse. 

Parent-Teacher  Associations  were  active  in  all  the  schools  during 
the  year.  These  associations  have  become  a  force  in  our  educational 
organization.  More  general  interest  on  the  part  of  patrons,  active 
assistance  in  the  campaign  for  educational  expansion,  co-operation 
in  procuring  desirable  adjuncts  to  school  work,  are  some  of  the 
achievements  of  these  bodies. 

In  the  high  school  nine  Camp  Fire  groups  were  organized  and  are 
doing  a  splendid  work  for  the  young  girls.  It  is  hoped  that  during 
the  coming  year  young  men  will  be  found  who  are  willing  to  serve 
as  Scout  Masters  to  direct  the  large  number  of  boys  who  are  eager 
to  become  identified  with  the  Bov  Scout  movement. 
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BLAKELY— H.  B.  Anthony. 


As  we  look  back  upon  the  past  year  we  feel  that  on  the  whole  it 
has  been  one  of  progress  and  advancement  and  trust  that  it  is  a  token 
of  better  things  yet  to  come. 

Our  School  Board  sliows  keen  interest  in  the  progress  of  the  school 
and  a  desire  to  adopt  such  means  for  their  advancement  as  circum- 
stances warrant  and  conditions  permit. 

One  need  which  looms  up  very  large  in  our  district  is  the  need  of 
more  industrial  or  vocational  education,  situated  as  we  are  in  an 
industrial  community  with  the  call  of  the  various  industries  sounding 
so  insistently  in  the  ears  of  our  young  students  it  seems  a  misdi- 
rection of  educational  energy  to  devote  our  time  entirely  to  the  older 
and  more  formal  type  of  educational  subjects  and  ignore  the  indus- 
trial. We  hold  that  the  school  which  best  fulfills  its  mission  is  the 
one  that  interests  the  greatest  number  in  the  community  resulting  in 
their  educational,  material  and  social  advancement  and  welfare.  In 
recognition  of  this  need  our  Board  in  conjunction  with  those  of  the 
adjoining  districts  met  with  Prof.  Zwibel  of  the  State  Industrial 
Department  to  consider  the  feasibility  of  a  joint  industrial  school. 
A  number  of  committee  meetings  were  held  and  on  account  of  the 
general  conditions  prevailing  it  was  decided  to  hold  the  matter  under 
advisement  until  conditions  should  become  more  favorable  for  the 
launching  of  such  a  project. 

Our  annual  Patrons'  Day  was  very  successful  this  year,  we  have 
three  wards  in  our  district  with  a  school  in  each  and  in  order  to  afford 
the  teachers  themselves  an  opportunity  of  visiting  the  various  schools 
the  exhibit  and  reception  was  held  on  three  successive  afternooUvS  and 
evenings,  one  for  each  ward,  also  an  innovation  was  tried  by  elim- 
inating all  entertainments  thus  giving  the  teachers  an  opportunity  of 
meeting  the  patrons  and  allowing  the  visitors  ample  opportunity  to 
inspect  the  work,  this  met  with  general  approval  the  aft'air  being 
the  most  successful  that  we  have  ever  held. 

At  No.  One  School  there  was  organized  during  the  year  a  Parent- 
Teacher  Association.  This  met  with  splendid  response  on  the  part  of 
the  patrons,  the  enrollment  of  members  was  beyond  our  expectations, 
tJie  meetings  were  well  attended.  We  look  forward  to  this  institution 
becoming  an  aggressive  working  organization  for  the  betterment  of 
our  schools  and  hope  to  see  similar  associations  in  the  other  wards 
in  a  short  time. 
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On  Memorial  Day  a  patriotic  demonstration  ending  with  a  flag 
raising  was  held  in  this  borough,  in  this  the  schools  took  a  very 
prominent  part,  this  was  tlie  tirst  time  that  the  people  ever  had  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  the  pupils,  teachers,  employes  and  oflBcials 
or  the  district  together  and  it  was  a  revelation  to  the  great  majority 
of  our  citizens  who  had  not  before  fully  realized  the  growth  of  our 
school  system.  This  created  a  very  favorable  an<l  pleasing  impression 
and  helped  to  direct  attention  more  forcibly  to  our  schools  and  their 
needs  as  well  as  to  their  work. 

In  accordance  with  the  educational  trend  throughout  the  State  and 
after  consultation  with  the  officials  of  the  State  Department  we  are 
this  year  eliminating  our  ninth  grade  and  will  hereafter  have  but 
eight  grades  in  the  elementary  school  work,  this  will  make  our  in- 
coming first  year  class  in  the  high  school  department  exceptionally 
large  for  next  term,  a  matter  which  will  however  adjust  itself  with 
succeeding  classes. 

The  Board  has  practically  decided  upon  a  ten  month  term  for  the 
coming  year,  as  a  result  of  this  we  are  looking  for  considerable  im- 
provement in  our  work.  They  have  also  decided  to  install  a  com- 
mercial course  in  the  high  school  department  and  to  this  end  will 
elect  a  man  qualified  in  these  subjects,  who  will  also  become  principal 
of  the  high  school  thus  giving  the  superintendent  his  entire  time  for 
supervision. 

Through  the  activity  of  the  teachers  at  No.  One  School  and  at 
Columbus  School  entertainments  were  held  by  the  teachers  and  pupils 
v.'hich  resulted  in  substantial  sums  being  realized  at  both  schools, 
this  money  was  spent  in  purchasing  victrolas,  records,  library  books, 
etc.    Each  of  our  schools  are  now  equipped  with  a  victrola. 

In  patriotism  we  feel  that  we  have  not  been  lacking.  A  large 
number  of  our  former  students  have  answered  the  call  to  the  colors. 
During  the  spring  a  great  deal  of  work  was  done  in  bringing  before 
the  pupils  the  patriotic  home  garden  project.  A  large  amount  of 
seeds  was  purchased  through  the  agency  of  the  school,  paid  for  by 
the  pupils  and  planted  in  their  home  gardens.  While  no  specific 
records  were  kept  the  general  report  of  the  project  has  been  fairly 
satisfactory. 

The  Board  has  been  generous  in  provision  for  study  material, 
views  for  visual  instruction,  etc.,  having  purchased  from  the  Key- 
stone View  Co. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  we  have 
no  teacher  employed  in  our  schools  holding  a  provisional  certificate ; 
all  hold  certificates  of  a  higher  grade. 

Through  the  generosity  of  the  Board  all  teachers  were  enrolled 
in  the  Pennsylvania  State  Educational  Association,  thus  again  giving 
us  a  100  per  cent,  enrollment. 
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On  June  27  we  graduated  a  class  of  eighteen,  nine  young  men 
and  nine  young  ladies.  The  speaker  of  the  evening  was  Dr.  M.  B. 
King,  of  the  State  Department,  who  gave  a  pleasing  and  practical 
address,  which  was  well  received  by  our  people. 

Fire  drills  have  been  carefully  carried  out,  sanitai*y  regulations 
complied  with  and  the  compulsory  law  enforced. 

Our  Continuation  School  statistics  are  as  follows: 

Enrollment,  males,  76 ;  females,  48.  Occupations  represented :  Silk 
workers,  72 ;  drivers,  1 ;  water  boy,  1 ;  breaker  boys,  45 ;  butcher  boys, 
2 ;  bobbin  manufacturing,  1 ;  returned  to  school,  2 ;  total  enrollment, 
124. 

Number  left  (10  years  old,  moved  away,  etc.),  49;  number  remain- 
ing, 75. 

General  School  Statistics. 

Enrollment  for  the  year,  males,  689;  females,  609;  total,  1,298. 
Average  attendance  for  the  year,  male,  547;  female,  504;  total,  1,051. 
Per  cent,  of  attendance  for  the  year,  male,  93 ;  female,  92 ;  total,  92. 
Whole  number  of  days  attended  for  year,  males,  98,889;  females, 
88,479 ;  total,  187,368. 

In  conclusion  allow  me  to  express  my  grateful  acknowledgment  of 
the  cordial  co-operation  of  our  teachers,  patrons,  school  ofificials  and 
to  the  officials  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


BLOOM SBURG—L.  Parvin  Sterner. 


The  public  schools  of  the  town  of  Bloomsburg  were  in  session  nine 
months,  and  closed  their  successful  term  June  27th.  Considering  the 
population  of  our  town,  the  registration  was  large.  The  attendance 
was  good  and  the  work  generally  satisfactoi*y. 

Registration  and  Attendance. 

The  total  registration  in  the  elementary  schools  was  1,151. 

The  total  registration  in  our  high  school  was  292. 

The  total  registration  in  all  the  schools  was  1,443. 

The  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  year  was  96^  per  cent. 

During  the  year  we  made  a  determined  effort  to  enforce  the  com- 
pulsory attendance  law.  In  nearly  all  cases  in  our  district  we  find 
the  ignorant  mother  and  tlie  intemperate  father  the  violators  of 
this  law. 
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We  aiTested  five  such  transgressors  during  the  year.  In  every  case 
the  justice  found  the  accused  guilty  and  on  all  except  one  he  imposed 
a  fine  and  the  costs.  One  refusing  at  first  to  pay  his  fine  was  sent  to 
jail,  but  after  an  hour's  imprisonment  two  of  his  relatives  decided 
to  pay  and  he  was  then  released.  We  have  made  a  good  beginning 
in  this  important  matter  and  we  propose  to  continue  the  work  the 
coming  year.  In  each  case  I  was  the  prosecutor  and  the  attendance 
officer  served  the  warrant. 

Our  Teachers. 

Our  school  district  was  blessed  with  an  excellent  corps  of  teachers. 
Every  one  was  progressive  and  efficient.  All  except  one  of  our  ele- 
mentary teachers  was  a  normal  graduate  and  nearly  one-half  of  them 
were  graduates  of  a  first  grade  high  school. 

I  am  greatly  pleased  to  state  that  I  have  very  seldom  been  required 
to  certificate  a  teacher.  This  year  I  did  not  examine  any  applicant 
for  a  teachers'  certificate.  I  endorsed  the  certificate  of  one  of  my 
teachers  who  had  been  in  our  employ  for  two  years  and  who  has 
lately  been  given  a  permanent  college  certificate  by  you. 

Teachers'  Meetings. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  past  year  I  divided  our  teachers  into 
three  groups.  The  teachers  of  the  first  four  grades  were  placed  in 
the  first  group ;  the  rest  of  the  elementary  teachers  made  the  second 
group ;  and  the  high  school  teachers  constituted  the  third  group.  The 
teachers  of  the  first  group  held  their  meeting  the  first  Thursday  of 
the  school  month ;  those  of  the  second  group  the  second  Thursday ; 
and  the  high  school  group  the  third  Thursday.  All  the  teachers  met 
in  a  general  meeting  on  the  fourth  Thursday.  We  held  thirty-two  of 
these  meetings. 

The  programs  for  the  group  meetings  were  made  up  by  the  teachers 
of  the  respective  groups.  These  programs  were  subject  to  change  at 
my  suggestion  or  direction.  The  subjects  selected  were  those  which 
most  closely  touched  the  work.  The  meetings  were  considered  very 
valuable. 

Teachers'  Union  Conferences. 

Through  the  co-operation  of  the  superintendents  of  Berwick  and 
Danville  schools  and  the  supervising  principals  of  the  West  Berwick 
and  Catawissa  schools,  two  teachers'  union  conferences  were  arranged 
and  held  during  the  j^ear — the  first  one  in  Bloomsburg  and  the  other 
in  Danville.  Nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  teachers  attended  and 
took  part. 
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In  these  conferences  the  elementary  teachers  met  by  grades  and 
the  high  school  teachers  by  departments.  At  each  conference  there 
were  eight  meetings  of  the  elementary  teachers  and  seven  meetings 
of  the  high  school  teachers  held  at  the  same  time.  There  was  a 
conference  of  the  snperintendents,  another  of  the  high  school  prin- 
cipals, another  of  the  English  teachers,  etc. 

The  teachers  of  each  grade  and  department  in  each  town  prepared 
the  qnestions  they  wanted  discussed,  and  then  submitted  them  to  their 
superintendents  and  supervising  principals.  The  latter  arranged 
them  in  program  form. 

Tlie  meetings  were  held  on  a  Friday  afternoon  and  evening.  The 
afternoon  from  half  past  two  o'clock  to  five  was  given  entirely  to  a 
few  words  of  welcome  and  response  and  then  to  a  discussion  of  the 
subjects  as  arranged  in  the  program.  The  evening  meeting  from 
half  past  seven  to  nine  o'clock  was  given  to  music  and  addresses. 
Dr.  Millard  B.  King,  of  your  Department,  gave  us  a  very  interesting 
and  valuable  address  at  the  Bloomsburg  conference  on  Vocational 
Education.  Dr.  Harris,  President  of  Bucknell  University,  gave  a  very 
enjoyable  address  at  the  Danville  meeting  on  the  great  European  war. 

The  teachers  were  unanimously  of  the  o{)inion  that  these  meetings 
were  the  best  educational  conferences  they  had  ever  attended.  They 
undoubtedly  were  of  great  value  not  only  to  the  teachers  but  to  the 
communities  in  which  they  were  held.  The  movement  veiy  likely  will 
be  carried  on  the  coming  year. 

Our  Annual  Commencement  Week. 

Our  annual  commencement  Aveek  is  considered  of  great  educational 
value  to  our  town.  Ever  since  the  introduction  of  the  commencement 
week  several  years  ago,  it  has  done  more  for  our  schools  each  year 
than  a  half  dozen  local  institutes. 

The  commencement  week  of  the  past  year  was  a  splendid  success. 
It  began  on  the  ir)th  of  June  and  ended  on  the  21st.  The  leading 
events  of  the  week  were  the  Junior  receplidn  for  the  class  of  1917, 
which  was  given  at  one  of  our  leading  hotels,  the  Class  Sermon  which 
was  preached  at  a  union  service,  the  Senior  Drama,  the  Junior  Con- 
test in  Expression,  the  Graduation  Exercises,  and  the  Alumni  Ban- 
quet. 

Every  one  of  these  events  was  well  attended  and  greatly  enjoyed. 
For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our  high  school  the  graduates 
who  numbered  fifty-three,  twentj'-four  boys  and  twenty-nine  girls, 
wore  caps  and  gowns  both  at  the  Class  Sermon  and  at  Commence- 
ment. 

Victrolas. 

The  Parent-Teacher  Association  started  the  movement  to  sui)ply 
each  of  our  three  school  buildings  with  a  victrola.     The  teachers  and 
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the  pupils  of  our  schools  become  so  eiitluisiastic  in  the  matter  that 
they  completed  the  movement  in  short  order.  Within  a  month  they 
gathered  tons  of  newspapers  and  magazines  and  with  the  proceeds 
bought  three  machines  and  a  goodh'  number  of  records.  We  were 
all  deeply  impressed  by  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  pupils  in  a 
matter  in  wliich  they  Avere  interested. 

The  Angel  of  Death. 

During  the  ]>ast  year  death  invaded  our  ranks.  Our  highly  es- 
teemed friend  and  worthy  co-worker,  Prof.  Orval  H.  Yetter,  was 
summoned  and  passed  to  the  great  beyond.  I*rof.  Yetter  was  tlie 
teacher  of  vocal  music  and  drawing  in  our  public  schools  for  the 
past  twenty-five  years.  He  was  well  and  favorably  known,  not  only 
in  our  town,  but  in  many  cities  and  counties  of  our  State  where  he 
so  ably  conducted  the  vocal  music  at  teachers'  institutes.  Prof.  Yet- 
ter Avas  very  popular  wherever  he  was  known.  As  an  instructor  of 
vocal  music  the  people  of  our  town  considered  him  unexcelled.  As  a 
citizen  he  was  very  useful.  His  Christianity  was  genuine.  His  death 
has  left  a  large  vacancy  in  our  aft'airs  tliat  can  hardly  be  filled. 

In  conclusion,  T  wish  to  thank  you  and  others  in  your  Department 
for  the  kind  things  you  have  done  for  me  and  the  valuable  advice  and 
information  you  have  given  me. 


BKADDOCK— P\  C.  Steltz. 


The  schools  of  Braddock  closed  Thursday,  May  31st,  with  the  usual 
school  picnic  at  Kennywood  Park,  Allegheny  county's  greatest  picnic 
resort. 

As  we  look  back  over  the  work  of  the  year  we  feel  that  progress 
has  been  made.  Among  the  important  steps  taken  during  the  year 
along  i)rogressive  lines  we  shall  note  the  following:  (1)  A  school 
for  defective  children  was  established  with  an  enrollment  of  15  pupils. 
In  working  out  the  problem  of  the  defective  ])upil  we  made  very 
careful  investigations  basing  our  judgment  on  results  obtained 
Uirough  the  use  of  the  Binet  Tests.  In  carrying  on  the  work  of  this 
class  we  aimed  to  give  the  pupils  individual  instruction.  Fifty  per 
cent,  of  the  time  was  given  over  to  academic  subjects  and  fifty  per 
cent,  to  hand  work.  Probably  no  other  depai-tment  of  our  school  Avork 
accuniplish  such  noticeable  results  as  did  the  '^special  school."     As 
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Avould  be  supposed  we  were  unable  to  secure  all  the  pupils  rightfully 
belonging  to  this  class  yet  we  had  all  the  pupils  necessary  for  one 
instructor.  Any  one  visiting  the  manual  training  exhibit  might  have 
yeen  much  of  the  hand  work  of  these  pupils.  It  represented  hours  of 
patient  direction  by  the  teacher  and  yet  stood  for  increased  hand 
dexterity  for  these  unfortunate  children,  thus  materially  leading  to 
some  means  of  adapting  themeselves  to  securing  a  livelihood  when 
they  are  older  and  are  once  beyond  the  school  age. 

(2)  An  evening  school  for  foreigners  was  opened  September  ISth 
and  met  two  evenings  per  week  during  the  months  of  September  to 
April  inclusive.  The  school  surpassed  all  our  expectations  as  to 
enrollment  and  results  accomplished.  Preliminary  to  the  organiza- 
tion we  had  1,500  posters  printed  in  six  different  languages.  These 
were  distributed  among  the  various  foreign  cliurches  and  posted  at 
various  places  throughout  the  steel  mills.  The  enrollment  for  the 
first  evening  was  126.  The  popularity  of  this  class  was  soon  appar- 
ent. We  were  obliged  to  use  four  school  rooms  for  the  purpose. 
One  class  was  composed  of  thirty  women.  Ilie  work  of  this  depart- 
ment was  so  gratifying  that  we  are  looking  forward  to  greater  things 
for  the  coming  year. 

Owing  to  the  enforced  quarantine  last  autumn  our  schools  did 
not  open  until  October  3rd  and  hence  we  were  obliged  to  lengthen 
the  school  day  over  what  it  had  been  in  previous  years.  The  hours 
fixed  for  the  high  school  were  from  8:45  to  11:45  A.  M.  and  from  1 
to  4  P.  M.,  while  in  the  grades  the  hours  were  from  9  A.  M.  to  12  M. 
and  from  1:15  to  4  P.  M.  In  this  way  we  made  up  to  the  pupils  in 
time  and  teaching  170  hours  during  the  term  while  in  reality  we  had 
lost  but  100  hours  through  the  quarantine. 

Our  enrollment,  numbering  2,953  pupils  for  day  schools  and  325 
foi"  evening  schools,  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  schools. 
Every  available  room  has  been  occupied  and  from  the  forecast  for 
next  year  I  should  say  that  we  will  be  obliged  to  seek  outside  quarters 
unless  we  press  several  basement  rooms  into  service. 

Special  efforts  were  made  along  the  lines  of  personal  hygiene  with 
the  Junior  and  Senior  high  school  girls  by  the  teachers  in  house- 
hold arts  and  the  gymnasium  teacher.  We  expect  to  be  of  oven 
greater  service  during  the  coming  year. 

Our  Music  Supervisor,  Miss  Anna  M.  Pines,  very  successfully 
worked  out  her  problems  of  music  appreciation  particularly  in  the 
elementary  division  of  our  schools.  This  was  evidenced  by  the 
operetta  given  in  Carnegie  Hall  May  4th.  The  music  in  the  Junior 
high  school  was  also  very  carefully  looked  after  and  the  melodious 
blending  of  the  voices  of  these  pupils  when  singing  together  was 
ample  evidence  of  their  training.     The  choruses  of  the  high  school 
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worked  out  during  the  year  caiinot  be  passed  without  mention.  The 
mixed  chorus  used  on  tlie  evening  of  commencement  was  particularly 
pleasing.  The  high  school  orchestra  became  more  proticient  this  year 
than  in  any  jjrevious  year. 

Our  second  year  of  the  work  of  the  Continuation  School  has  been 
exceedingly  satisfactory.  We  made  all  arrangements  to  suit  the 
convenience  of  the  employers  and  feel  that  we  had  their  hearty 
co-operation  in  nearly  every  instance.  The  question  is  often  asked 
"What  can  be  obtained  by  attending  school  one  day  a  week?"  My 
answer  to  that  question  is  "Much  of  real  life  can  be  secured  if  the 
school  is  conducted  properly."  1  feel  that  this  has  been  done  in  Brad- 
dock.  Our  Miss  Walton  has  made  a  special  study  of  the  boys  and 
girls  coming  under  her  care  and  my  observation  of  her  work  leads 
me  to  say  that  her  work  has  counted  for  much.  As  a  comparison  let 
me  say  that  I  visited  a  continuation  school  in  a  neighboring  city 
and  was  amazed  at  the  poor  attempt  of  the  teachers  to  reach  the 
working  boy  and  girl.  The  continuation  school  in  the  hands  of  a 
l>oor  teacher  is  more  of  a  hindrance  than  a  help.  Judging  from  the 
words  of  commendation  at  the  time  of  the  visit  of  our  state  inspector 
I  should  say  that  our  school  stands  second  to  none  in  the  State. 

Shortened  as  the  year  has  been  it  has  meant  strenuous  work  on 
I  lie  part  of  teachers  and  pupils  to  cover  the  ground  and  yet  with  the 
lengthened  school  day  it  has  been  possible.  Then,  too,  more  time 
has  been  devoted  to  directed  study  than  ever  before.  Under  the 
short  school  day  this  was  always  impossible.  This,  of  course,  will 
be  possible  in  the  future  since  we  Avill  observe  the  length  of  school 
day  as  intended  by  the  school  code. 

The  second  full  year's  tiwout  of  the  Junior  High  School  has  con- 
vinced us  of  the  wisdom  of  this  plan.  While  we  did  not  increase  the 
teaching  force  we  did  very  materially  increase  the  number  of  pupils. 
We  feel  that  much  has  been  accomplished  in  this  dejjartment.  One 
hundred  twenty-six  pupils  finished  the  eighth  grade  during  the  year;' 
twenty-seven  at  the  midyear  and  seventy-nine  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

I  feel  that  much  has  been  accomplished  in  the  Senior  High  School 
during  the  year.  The  pupils'  activities  were  looked  after  in  better 
shape  than  ever  before.  Our  gymnasium  work  with  both  boys  and 
girls  have  been  beneficial  in  many  ways.  The  work  was  looked 
after  very  carefully  by  two  teachers,  a  male  teacher  for  the  boys  and 
a  female  teacher  for  the  girls.  My  only  regret  is  that  we  cannot 
arrange  for  work  of  this  character  with  all  the  pupils,  particularly 
with  the  Junior  High  School.  We  tried  out  a  plan  this  year  in 
which  we  hope  eventually  to  assist  boys  and  girls  more  materially 
in  their  work.  This  seems  hard  to  accomplish  from  the  standpoint 
of  the  teachers  but  we  trust  next  year  it  will  be  more  productive  of 
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direct  results.  Athletics  in  the  high  school  were  never  better.  I  feel 
that  much  creidt  is  due  our  coach,  Mr.  Raymond  Cox,  for  the  success 
of  the  year. 

Medical  Inspection. 

The  Avork  has  been  carried  on  with  the  same  avidity  as  in  former 
years.  Indeed  I  do  not  know  how  Ave  could  improve  on  our  staff  of 
medical  inspectors  appointed  last  j^ear.  The  tabulation  of  their  work 
is  herewith  submitted: 


Buildings. 

Carnegie. 

Henning. 

Hamilton. 

Copeland. 

High 
School. 

Total. 

Number  examinerl     _  _  . 

792 

774 

18 

662 

564 

98 

621 
441 
183 

369 
327 
42 
237 

45 
30 

232 
124 
108 
12 

19 

2,676 

Number    defective,    

Number  normal, 

2,220 
446 

Treatment  advised     

249 

Defects: 

306 
5 

155 

•4 

163 
12 

688 

Hearing, 

51 

Breathing,    

1.  Adenoids,     -      _    

106 
44 
714 

484 
9 

52 

22 
350 

27a 

146 

4 

26 
211 

251 

78 

1 

.^6 

102 

9 

269 

264 

101 

1.626 

2.  other   defects. 

Teeth,                           

82 

Tonsils,    .-    -  . 

244                    23  '              1.277 

233 
13 

178 
16 
53 

126 

1 
67 

11 

75 

3 

5  !                   2                      5 
8  1                 31                    12 
54  1                  16                    32 

4 
2 
3 

Miscellaneous,    

21 

' 

As  a  result  of  the  above  inspection  one  princii)al  submits  the  fol- 
lowing report  on  cases  having  received  treatment:  Teeth  82,  tonsils 
14,  nose  2,  eyes  33,  ears  5,  throat  3,  pediculosis  25. 

For  anj'  measure  of  success  that  has  been  achieved  in  the  Braddock 
schools  during  the  past  year  I  feel  grateful  to  the  loyal  and  pains- 
taking teachers  and  principals  and  to  members  of  the  Board  of 
Education  who  always  look  to  the  best  interests  of  the  pupils. 

I  could  not  conclude  this  report  without  acknowledging  the  valua- 
ble assistance  given  us  from  time  to  time  by  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction. 


BRADFORD— E.  E.  Schermerhorn. 


The  school  year  of  191G-17  has  been  one  of  progress.  Our  teachers 
liave  worked  together  in  harmony  for  the  best  interests  of  the  schools, 
and  parents  have  shown  a  commendable  spirit  of  co-operation. 


No.  11.  BRADFORD.  193 

Physical  Training. 

The  completion  of  a  new  annex  to  the  High  School  Building,  plac- 
ing at  our  disposal  an  up-to-date  g^-mnasium,  made  it  possible  to 
introduce  physical  training  at  the  oi)ening  of  the  term. 

An  experienced  physical  director  was  engaged,  a  course  planned 
and  the  work  started.  Attention  has  been  drawn  to  right  and  wrong 
habits  of  sitting,  of  standing,  of  walking  and  of  breathing;  to  the 
relation  of  the  school  desk  to  spinal  curvature;  to  laws  of  growth 
through  a  knowledge  of  which  correct  habits  of  posture  may  be 
secured ;  to  the  value  of  ph3^sical  exercise  as  an  aid  to  general  health ; 
to  the  development  of  muscular  vigor  and  the  renewal  of  tissue 
through  food  and  exercise.  We  believe  that  the  general  health  of 
our  pupils  has  been  improved  and  that  their  bearing  both  in  doors 
and  out  has  been  changed  for  the  better. 

School  Nurse. 

While  our  Board  voted  not  to  have  physical  examination  of  school 
children,  as  provided  by  the  State  Health  Department,  it  did  never- 
theless employ  a  school  nurse  Avho  has  very  ably  carried  on  the 
work.  Her  work  is  valuable  however,  not  so  much  in  the  matter 
of  physical  examinations  as  in  fact  that  she  follows  up  each  case 
until  definite  results  are  obtained. 

Special  Departments. 

Our  special  departments  continue  to  hold  the  interest  of  pupils 
Four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  boys  received  regular  lessons  in  manual 
training,  and  three  hundred  and  thirty-four  girls  took  the  work  in 
sewing  and  cooking.  We  expect  soon  to  equip  a  room  with  machines 
and  extend  the  work  in  domestic  art. 

Professional  Beading, 

Professional  reading  was  not  neglected  by  our  teachers  during  the 
year.  Several  good  books  were  studied,  and  discussed  at  the  different 
"Reading  Circle"  meetings.  Our  teachers  wish  to  keep  abreast  of 
the  times  and  realize  that  in  order  to  do  so  they  must  be  familiar 
V.  ith  the  current  works  along  pedagogical  lines. 

Evening  School. 

An  evening  school  was  conducted  again  during  the  year,  and  in- 
struction given  in  reading,  writing,  spelling,  English,  arithmetic  and 
civics.  Many  were  assisted  ver}'  materially  in  securing  their  naturali- 
zation papers,  and  I  feel  that  a  powerful  influence  toward  better 
citizenship  was  exerted  throughout  the  course. 
13—11—1917 
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Commencement. 

On  June  12tli  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  boys  and  girls  graduated 
from  the  Grammar  Schools  of  the  city  and  received  their  diplomas. 

The  High  School  Commeucement  occurred  on  the  evening  of  June 
15th  Avhen  ninety-two  youug  men  and  wouien  completed  their  work. 
The  new  and  commodious  auditorium  was  filled  to  overtlowiug  witli 
friends  and  relatives. 


BRISTOI^— Louise  D.  Baggs. 


The  Bristol  borough  public  schools  closed  on  June  21)th  after  a  year 
with  many  unusual  features.  Like  all  the  schools  of  Pennsylvania, 
tliey  did  not  open  until  October.  At  the  very  beginning  the  teachers 
planned  to  make  good  the  lost  month,  and  the  pupils  and  teachers 
began  to  work  with  much  energy,  no  extra  holidays  were  taken 
and  every  etfort  was  made  to  concentrate  on  essentials.  The  results 
were  very  gratifying  and  classes  were  brought  up  to  grade.  The 
enrollment  during  tlie  year  was  the  highest  on  record  and  has  made 
necessai-y  the  opening  of  two  new  roouis  in  September.  Tlie  most 
serious  problem  continues  to  be  the  foreigners  in  our  midst,  who  at 
present  numl>er  uu)re  than  one-fourth  of  the  population,  but  a  very 
l.a'ge  proportion  of  the  children  ai-e  American  born.  We  are  making 
special  effort  to  train  them  for  good  citizenship;  a  very  few  reach 
the  high  school.  In  the  late  spring  the  high  school  principal  was 
ordered  to  report  to  Fort  Niagara,  which  greatly  interfered  with  the 
work,  but  each  one  did  a  littl^  more  as  part  of  her  bit.  For  the 
past  year  one  of  the  school  buildings  has  been  used  several  times 
each  week  as  Red  Cross  Headquarters ;  this  will  continue  while  the 
necessity  is  still  here.  The  high  school  contributed  forty-five  dollars 
to  the  Belgian  children.  All  of  the  schools  gave  during  Red  Cross 
week,  96  dozen  eggs  and  3  bari'els  of  potatoes  and  several  dollars 
in  cash.  So  are  the  children  being  trained  to  do  their  part  and  to 
understand  intelligently  why  the  United  States  is  at  war. 

On  Flag  Day  all  the  schools  gathered  in  a  theatre  and  gave  a  most 
pleasing  and  interesting  program.  Nearly  1,200  children  were  i)resent 
and  each  one  carried  a  flag. 

Tn  the  late  spring  a  continuation  school  was  opened  in  one  of  the 
large  mills  here,  the  mill  owner  bearing  all  the  expenses.  A  second 
one  will  be  opened  in  September.  These  two  schools  have  made 
considerable  difference  in  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  upper  grammar 
grades. 
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During  the  year  the  teacliers  showed  their  professional  interest 
joining  the  State  Teachers'  Association,  attending  conferences  and 
continuing  the  regukir  reading  circles. 

In  recognition  of  the  increased  cost  of  living  the  School  Board 
raised  the  salaries  of  the  grade  teachers. 


BUTLElf— Jno.  A.  (xibson. 


"The  short  and  simple  annals"  of  another  year  in  the  history  of 
the  Butler  Public  Schools  attest  conservative  progress.  New  records 
were  made  in  totals  of  attendance  and  number  of  teachers.  The 
school  enrollment  has  increased  about  one  thousand  (1,000)  in  the 
past  three  years  with  a  practically  uniform  annual  rate. 

In  the  sub-high  school  years  we  are  slowly  extending  departmental 
work  with  gratifying  results.  There  is  promise  of  the  possible  union 
of  the  beneticial  results  of  departmental  specialization  in  instruction 
and  the  older  type  of  individual  teacher  responsibility  and  care  for 
a  specific  group  or  school  in  all  phases  of  school  influences.  We  are 
shaping  this  departmental  work  in  our  seventh  and  eighth  grades 
having  in  view  the  Junior  High  School  organization,  as  soon  as  our 
building  program  makes  this  possible. 

The  corner  stone  of  our  new  high  school  building  was  laid  with 
appropriate  ceremony  on  Tuesday,  May  Sth.  Construction  of  the 
building  is  jjrogressing  in  satisfactory  manner.  Increased  price  of 
materials  and  labor  will  make  the  building  cost  over  one-half  million 
dollars.  This  will  necessitate  a  neAv  vote  on  an  additional  bond  issue, 
since  our  previous  ])rovision  Avas  for  only  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars  ($800,000).  The  unexpected  delay  in  the  completion  of  the 
high  school  building  has  made  necessar}^  provisions  for  temporary 
rooms  to  accommodate  the  anticipated  growth  in  attendance  for  the 
school  term  1017-1918. 

A  sad  incident  of  the  year  Avas  the  death  of  Miss  Annie  B.  Cum- 
mings.  who  had  served  the  Butler  Public  Schools  as  teacher  and 
principal  for  over  thirty,  years.  Miss  Cummings  was  bom  in  Butler 
on  July  2,  1857,  and  spent  almost  her  entire  life  in  this  city.  Her 
father,  Isaac  J.  Cummings,  and  her  mother,  Nancy  Bredin,  were 
descendents  of  the  earliest  and  the  sturdiest  Butler  count}'  settlers, 
her  grandfather.  Judge  John  Bredin  having  presided  over  the  courts 
of  the  county.  Father,  son,  and  grandson,  mother,  daughter,  and 
granddaughter  all  over  the  city  had  passed  in  succeeding  generations 
under  her  guidance  in  the  formative  years  of  childhood  and  school 
training.    She  left  her  impress  upon  all  as  the  thoughtful  constructive 
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teacher,  efficient  and  earnest  disciple  of  authority,  the  inspiring 
counselor  and  guide  to  all  things  that  are  good,  acceptable  and  per- 
fect, and  the  warm-hearted  friend  and  companion. 

A  night  school  for  foreigners  with  a  corps  of  three  teachers 
was  organized  and  carried  through  a  very  successful  term  of  three 
months.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  work  will  be  continued  the  coming 
school  year. 

The  Round  Table  of  Superintendents  and  Principals  of  western 
Pennsylvania  held  a  very  successful  meeting  in  Butler  on  March 
23rd  and  24th.  The  Butler  schools  received  much  inspiration  from 
the  sessions  of  this  virile  organization  which  has  for  so  many  years 
served  to  re-enforce  the  professional  enthusiasm  of  this  portion  of  the 
State,  and  which  has  furnished  ideal  conditions  for  the  free  exchange 
of  experience  and  problems  of  local  character. 

The  high  school  graduated  eighty-four  (84)  students  in  its  two 
commencements.  The  j^ear's  work  has  been  most  pleasant  and  profita- 
ble to  the  faculty  and  to  the  student  body.  Additional  emphasis  has 
been  given  to  music,  to  the  Boys'  Glee  Club,  Girls'  Glee  Club,  and 
orchestra.  Some  fifty  (50)  students  have  received  credit  for  home 
work  in  instrumental  music.  Public  speaking  and  dramatics  were 
featured  in  regular  rhetoricals  and  in  several  public  entertainments. 
The  proceeds  of  one  of  these  entertainments,  two  hundred  twenty-one 
dollars  and  eighty-seven  cents  (|221.87),  were  donated  to  the  Belgian 
Relief.  Social  features  in  banquets  to  athletic  teams,  receptions  to 
senior  classes  and  Parent-Teachers',  reception  to  freshman  con- 
tributed to  the  success  of  the  year. 


CARBONDALE— P.  M.  BRENNAN. 


Our  school  term  of  nine  and  one-half  months  closed  June  29th. 
The  commencement  exercises  of  the  high  school  were  held  in  the 
Armory  on  the  evening  of  June  2Uth,  when  fifty  young  people,  twenty 
boys  and  thirty  girls,  were  graduated.  The  exercises  were  of  an 
exceptionally  high  order  and  Avere  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  a  large 
audience.  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Secretary  of  State  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  delivered  the  commencement  address,  which 
was  very  practical  and  instructive. 

A  medical  inspector  was  employed  by  the  school  board.  The  ex- 
aminations made  by  him  showed  that  many  children  were  suffering 
from  defective  vision  and  poor  teeth.  At  the  suggestion  of  the 
medical  inspector  the  parents,  in  most  cases,  provided  proper  treat- 
ment for  their  children. 
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During  the  school  year  two  hundred  and  forty-five  employment 
certificates  were  issued  to  children  between  the  ages  of  fourteen  and 
sixteen.  The  great  majority  of  those  to  whom  certificates  were 
issued  are  working  in  the  factories  and  collieries  of  this  community. 
Many  requests  for  certificates,  however,  had  to  be  refused  owing  either 
to  lack  of  ability  on  the  part  of  the  pnpil,  chiefiy  of  foreign  birth,  to 
pass  the  educational  test  or  being  unable  to  give  satisfactory  proof 
for  date  of  birth. 

We  are  aiming  to  do  very  thorough  work  both  in  the  elementary 
schools  and  high  school.  When  a  pupil  gets  through  the  elementary 
schools  he  is  well  fitted  for  every  day  life's  duties  and  when  he  gets 
through  the  high  school  he  is  prepared  to  enter  all  but  most  exacting 
colleges. 

The  work  of  the  schools  during  the  past  year  has  been  satisfactory 
lo  all  concerned.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  a  number  of  changes  were 
made  in  the  teaching  force  the  work  compared  very  favorably  with 
the  work  of  previous  years. 


CARLISLE— Jno.  C.  Wagner. 


The  term  1916-17  was  so  broken  up  by  the  State  quarantine  in 
the  fall  and  by  the  war  conditions  in  the  spring  that  the  work  of  the 
schools  was  in  a  more  or  less  chaotic  condition  for  much  of  the  time. 
The  high  school  was  in  session  184  days  and  the  grades  174  days. 
May  1st  we  excused  56  boys  to  engage  in  farm  work.  Many  of  the 
girls  gave  their  services  to  the  work  of  the  Red  Cross,  devoting 
several  hours  each  week  to  sewing  and  knitting. 

Our  enrollment  for  the  year  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the 
schools,  totaling  1,905,  of  which  401  were  in  the  high  school. 

Parent-Teacher  meetings  were  held  in  all  of  our  school  buildings 
several  times  during  the  year,  at  which  topics  of  special  interest  were 
discussed.  A  part  of  the  time  of  each  meeting  was  devoted  to  social 
intercourse.  As  a  result  of  these  meetings  a  better  mutual  under- 
standing of  the  child  was  developed. 

Our  work  in  household  arts  is  becoming  more  popular  each  year. 
Our  girls  are  taking  a  greater  interest  in  the  work  of  their  homes 
by  way  of  planning  meals,  marketing,  and  preparing  meals  for  tlie 
family  witliout  the  assistance  of  "mother,"  and  many  of  them  are 
making  their  own  garments,  including  their  school  dresses.  A 
very  valua1»le  addition  to  our  work  this  year  was  an  arrangement 
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with  our  new  Carlisle  Hospital,  whereby  their  imrses  in  training 
came  to  our  school  for  their  woik  in  dietetics  while  our  girls  went  to 
the  hospital  for  their  course  in  home  nursing. 

The  Continuation  School  Avas  organized  along  much  the  same  lines 
as  last  year,  the  school  being  kept  open  eight  hours  j^er  day  for  four 
days  each  week,  the  teacher  using  a  part  of  the  fifth  day  for  th*' 
purpose  of  visiting  places  of  em])loyment  and  observing  the  character 
of  the  work  being  done  by  the  students  and  conferring  with  the  em- 
ployer. In  April  we  equipped  a  forge  shop  and  gave  the  boys  of  the 
school  from  an  hour  to  an  hour  and  a  half  each  day  in  forge  work. 
They  seemed  to  be  greatly  interested  in  this,  coming  early  to  school 
that  day  and  asking  that  they  be  permitted  to  spend  the  extra  time 
in  that  work.  Organizing  the  class  by  electing  officers  and  conducting 
discussions  bearing  on  community  civics,  receiving  reports  bearing 
on  investigations  by  students  and  making  oral  reports  on  the  kind 
of  work  done  by  the  students  at  their  different  places  of  employment, 
all  done  in  accordance  with  parliamentary  practices,  proved  not  only 
interesting  but  extremely  practical.  I  am  impressed  that  the  most 
lasting  benefits  resulting  from  the  continuation  school  are  the 
results  of  personal  relationships  between  the  teacher  and  students. 
Many  of  these  students  are  children  who  have  dropped  out  of  school 
without  a  teacher  having  been  able  to  impress  their  lives  for  the 
better.  With  us,  I  have  seen  many  of  these  boys  and  girls  take  a 
different  view  of  life,  the  relaticju  of  employe  to  employer,  the  proper 
conduct  of  a  citizen  toward  the  community  in  which  he  lives,  etc., 
as  a  result  of  a  few  months  with  the  continuation  school. 

In  May  our  School  Board  adopted  a  new  salary  schedule  by  which 
most  of  the  teachers  received  a  20  per  cent,  increase  in  their  salary. 


CAENEGIE— Thomas  J.  George. 


The  public  schools  of  Carnegie  have  closed  a  very  successful  scliool 
year.  Pupils  and  teachers  have  worked  in  harmony  and  general  good 
results  have  come. 

Parents  have  co-operated  with  the  management  sympathetically, 
thus  stimulating  efficiency.  Our  teachers  are  well  qualified  educa- 
tionally for  their  work.  We  have  no  teachers  in  our  system  holding 
ii  provisional  certificate,  and  but  two  holding  professional. 

We  held  our  first  annual  Teachers'  Institute  last  September  and 
were  much  pleased  with  the  results.     The  instruction  was  excellent. 
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the  teachers  interested  and  much  benefited.  A  very  pleasing  result 
fiom  holding  our  own  local  institute  was  the  enthusiasm  aroused  in 
our  city.  The  citizens  attended  the  sessions  splendidly  and  listened 
in  wrapt  attention  to  the  excellent  addresses.  Superintendent  Reed 
B.  Teitrick  expressed  suri)rise  that  discussions  on  educational  sub- 
jects should  draw  such  splendid  audiences. 

The  number  of  luipils  enrolled  was  greatly  increased  over  last  year, 
and  resulted  in  nuuiy  overcrowded  rooms.  But  two  years  ago  an 
addition  of  six  rooms  was  built  to  our  high  school  and  already  addi- 
tional rooms  must  be  provided  to  take  care  of  the  anticipated  growth 
at  the  opening  of  school  in  September. 

The  annual  contest  between  the  l*hilo  and  Potter  literary  societies 
drew  a  large  house  of  enthusiastic  supporters.  The  interest  was  in- 
ttnse  and  the  spirit  of  rivalry  between  the  two  societies  excellent. 
The  exercises  consisted  of  original  and  select  orations,  essays,  select 
readings,  choruses  and  debate. 

The  commencement  exercises  were  held  June  21.  The  class  con- 
sisted of  twelve  boys  and  thirteen  girls,  most  of  whom  will  attend 
higher  institutions  of  learning.  Four  chairs  were  draped  with  the 
stars  and  stripes  in  memory  of  the  boys  who  had  responded  to  our 
country's  call  in  the  present  war. 

Our  custom  has  been  to  permit  the  graduating  class  to  furnish 
the  program,  which  is  always  pleasing  to  their  friends  and  tlie  citi- 
zens. This  year,  however,  because  of  the  press  of  work  dne  to  the 
loss  of  the  month  of  Septeml)er,  this  plan  was  abandoned,  and  Dr. 
Edwin  Earle  Sparks,  President  of  Pennsylvania  State  College,  ad- 
dressed the  class. 

The  address  was  an  excellent  one,  interesting  and  instructive 
to  the  large  audience  and  to  the  graduating  class.  The  diplomas  were 
I)resented  by  Mr.  William  A.  Love,  President  of  the  School  Board, 
in  a  neat,  effective  speech. 

The  school,  through  its  own  efforts,  purchased  two  picture  ma- 
cliines,  the  Pathesco])e  and  Balopticon.  We  hope  by  these  machines 
to  intensify  instruction  in  the  class  room  and  to  cultivate  a  taste  for 
the  better  class  of  motion  pictures. 

Enforcing  the  romi)u]sory  Schoul  Law  has  caused  more  annoyance 
than  any  other  feature  of  school  work  in  this  district.  This  is  an 
industrial  community  and  boys'  services  are  much  in  demand  and 
many  business  men  apparently  do  not  hesitate  to  employ  them  with- 
out emi)]oynient  certificates.  We  have  many  boys  of  foreign  parent- 
age fourteen  or  more  years  of  age  who  have  not  completed  the  equiva- 
lent of  six  years'  study.  These  particularly  because  of  the  high  cost 
of  living  feel  that  they  must  assist  in  supporting  the  home,  even 
tliough  in  manv  cases  their  assistance  may  not  be  needed. 
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Yet  by  vigilance  on  the  part  of  our  attendance  officer,  vigorously 
supported  by  our  school  board,  our  attendance  has  been  good,  and 
we  look  back  over  the  year  with  a  goodlj^  degree  of  satisfaction  at 
the  work  accomplished. 

Our  thanks  are  due  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the 
directors,  the  press,  and  the  public  for  the  splendid  spirit  of  co- 
operation in  working  ont  the  school  problems  of  Carnegie. 


CHAMBERSBURG— U.  L.  Gordy. 


Coming  to  the  position  late  in  the  school  year — May  1st — it  is  not 
possible  for  me  to  say  what  special  plans  had  been  laid  for  the  year's 
work  nor  how  nearly  these  were  realized.  It  is  only  proper  to  state 
that  conditions  were  found  to  be  generally  favorable,  the  teachers 
earnest  and  active  in  their  desire  to  render  efficient  service,  the  pupils 
well  disciplined  and  instructed,  and  the  public  asking  for  and  ready 
to  support  good  schools.  These  observations,  of  course,  are  encour- 
aging and  we  enter  upon  the  work  of  the  new  year  with  no  little 
enthusiasm. 


CHARLEROI— Thomas  L.  Pollock. 


Although  the  schools  were  one  month  late  starting  we  closed  a  very 
successful  term  in  sufficient  time  to  escape  the  extremely  hot  weather. 
The  greatest  hindrance  and  disapi)ointment  was  the  failure  to  have 
the  addition  to  the  high  school  building  in  time  for  occupancy  in  the 
fall.  This  was  caused  by  the  failure  of  the  contractors  to  get  ma- 
terials and  labor.  The  building  was  finished  by  April  1st  and  we 
vrere  permitted  to  use  it  for  about  two  months  at  the  end  of  the  school 
term.  This  addition  has  given  us  more  room  in  the  Manual  Train- 
ing and  Domestic  Science  Departments.  It  also  contains  a  large 
and  well  equipped  science  laboratory,  library,  and  commercial  de- 
partments. 

The  enrollment  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  the  largest  in 
tl;e  history  of  the  schools.  Sixty-three  teachers  were  employed  to 
do  the  teaching.     Forty-two  of  the  forty-seven  grade  teachers  are 
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graduates  of  State  Normal  schools.  The  other  five  grade  teachers 
have  State  Permanent  Certificates.  The  high  school  teachers  are 
graduates  of  the  best  colleges  of  the  State  and  have  State  certificates. 

The  Continuation  School  was  started  this  year  for  the  first  time. 
During  the  year  sixty-nine  boys  and  girls  received  instruction.  They 
showed  quite  an  interest  in  their  Avork  and  1  believe  benefited  greatly. 
Since  we  have  had  experience  with  this  problem  we  feel  that  we  can 
make  quite  a  success  of  it  the  coming  term.  One  of  our  teachers  has 
spent  the  summer  months  taking  the  special  course  under  the  direc- 
tions of  the  State  Vocational  Department  at  the  University  of  Pitts- 
burgh. 

We  also  conducted  a  very  successful  night  school  for  a  term  of 
forty  nights  for  people  over  sixteen  years  of  age  who  were  employed 
in  the  stores  and  mills  during  the  day.  One  hundred  two  were  en- 
rolled in  this  school.  Courses  were  given  in  bookkeeping,  shorthand, 
typewriting,  mechanical  drawing  and  cookery.  Forty-two  aliens 
took  work  to  prepare  themselves  for  the  examination  for  naturali- 
zation. 

A  registration  fee  of  five  dollars  was  assessed  each  student  in  the 
Night  School  to  help  defray  the  expenses  of  maintenance.  The 
amount  received  almost  paid  the  cost  of  the  school.  Instruction  was 
given  two  hours,  two  evenings  of  each  week  for  a  period  of  twenty 
weeks.  The  teaching  was  done  by  the  day  school  teachers  who  re- 
ceived one  dollar  per  hour  for  their  services.  The  attendance  was 
good  throughout  the  term  and  the  quality  of  work  was  superior  to 
that  done  in  the  day  school.  The  boys  from  the  mills  who  took  the 
mechanical  drawing  course  did  some  excellent  work.  We  hope  to 
continue  the  Night  School  on  a  larger  scale  the  ensuing  term  for  the 
boys  who  leave  high  school. 

The  steel  mills  are  offering  the  high  school  boys  good  wages  and 
T  fear  a  number  will  be  induced  to  stay  in  the  mills  rather  than 
return  to  school  this  fall.  The  enrollment  the  last  two  months  of  the 
tenn  decreased  considerably  in  the  grammar  grades  and  in  the  high 
school.  On  account  of  the  high  cost  of  living  many  parents  with 
large  families  were  compelled  to  put  their  older  children  to  work 
in  the  mills  and  factories.    Very  few  found  employment  on  the  farms. 

On  June  10th  thirty-six  pupils  were  graduated  from  the  high  school 
which  was  the  largest  class  ever  sent  from  the  school.  Most  of  these 
people  will  enter  college  this  fall.  Dr.  Edwin  E.  Sparks,  President 
of  the  Pennsylvania  State  College,  delivered  the  clasls  address. 
Twelve  pupils  completed  two  years  of  commercial  work  and  have 
been  placed  in  good  positions  which  pay  |65.00  and  f75.00  per  month. 
The  school  has  not  been  able  to  meet  the  demand  for  ])upils  able  to  do 
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commercial  work.  A  niiinbcr  of  the  boys  from  the  Mechanical  Draw- 
ing Department  have  secured  positions  in  the  mills  doing  tracing 
work. 

The  annual  institute  was  held  in  Charleroi  with  the  following  in- 
structors: Edward  Howard  Griggs,  W.  D.  Lewis,  W.  G.  Chambers, 
M.  V.  O'Shea,  J.  B.  Eichey  and  Mary  J.  Cooper. 

The  High  School  Athletics  should  receive  mention  in  this  report  as 
the  high  school  boys  won,  for  the  third  consecutive  time,  the  trophy 
cup  offered  by  the  Washington  County  Athletic  Association  for  the 
Annual  Field  Meet.  In  addition  to  this  our  athletes  brought  home 
from  this  meet  eighteen  medals  of  the  twenty-four  offered. 

The  Board  of  Education  has  been  active  and  faithful  throughout 
the  year  and  has  done  every  possible  thing  to  better  the  educational 
conditions  of  the  communit3^  The  community  spirit  has  been  good 
and  helpful  in  every  particular. 

In  closing.  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Department  of 
Education  for  their  help  and  co-operation. 


1 
CHELTENHAM  TOWNSHIP  (Montgomery  Co.)—  O.  AV.  Ackerman. 


It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  are  able  to  state  that  the  schools,  on 
account  of  a  late  beginning,  suffered  very  little.  We  are  compelled 
to  feel  that  it  is  possible  to  do  as  much  good  work  in  eight  and  one- 
half  months  and  cover  as  much  ground  as  in  nine  and  one-half 
months.  This  we  claim  is  possible  when  a  district  has  a  good  corps 
of  teachers.  We  were  compelled  to  work  up  to  the  highest  point  of 
our  energy.  Possibly  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  have  all  our  schools 
l»ut  under  a  ''forced  draught." 

We  began  our  work  last  fall  by  calling  our  institute  sessions  before 
the  opening  of  school.  In  this  way  we  were  able  to  apply  some  of  the 
good  things  we  heard  during  the  session.  We  also  cut  down  the 
otherwise  actual  loss,  due  to  infantile  paralysis,  by  five  days. 

High  school  sessions  began  in  the  18th  of  September.  These  ses- 
sions were  wholly  devoted  to  the  interest  of  the  Senior  class,  on 
account  of  the  quarantine. 

Several  epidemics  of  minor  diseases  were  our  only  disturbing 
factors  during  the  year's  work.  The  district  was,  therefore,  under 
the  best  possible  condition  for  work  during  the  whole  year. 
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AVork  in  elementary  science  wa.-;  begun  in  the  eightli  grade  tlirongh- 
ont  the  district.  Our  teachers  feel  satislied  that  this  work  has  been 
of  value  to  the  pupils  on  account  of  the  interest  awakened.  A  short 
course  of  laboratory  work  was  given  to  all  teachers  of  science  in 
order  that  they  might  become  better  acquainted  with  the  methods 
and  materials  used.  This  work  was  done  in  six  buildings,  where 
aispliance  lias  been  supplied  for  about  thirty  experiments.  We  hope 
in  the  near  future  to  be  able  to  give  general  science  to  the  elementary 
grades  rather  than  to  the  first  year  pupils  of  the  high  school. 

Our  special  teacher  did  excellent  work  in  coaching  the  children 
who  were  deficient  in  one  or  more  branches.  We  believe  this  work  is 
of  inestimable  value  to  those  children  who  are  somewhat  diffident. 
ITiis  provision  has  been  followed  by  another  equally  as  good.  Our 
board  of  directors  passed  a  regulation,  whereby  the  superintendent 
is  empowered  to  employ  a  specialist  whose  business  will  be  to  examine 
all  subnormals  of  the  district  so  that  we  may  classify  these  children 
properly ;  and,  later  on  we  shall  make  provision  for  them  in  a  class 
under  a  competent  instructor.  If  we  have  done  nothing  else  worthy 
(;f  note,  these  two  provisions  should  be  considered  milestones  on  our 
way. 

This  summer  the  high  school  building  is  being  renovated  to  make 
room  for  larger  domestic  science  and  manual  training  classes.  With 
this  provision  made,  our  <lepartments  will  go  forward  to  the  attain- 
ment of  the  best  possible  training  for  high  school  students.  Assist- 
ants have  been  secured  who  will  make  it  possible  to  give  sewing  and 
^^oodwork  to  all  pu^jils  in  the  (>,  7  and  8th  grades.  Provision  will 
also  be  made  for  the  Italian  children  to  begin  woodwork  and  sewing 
one  grade  lower.  This  is  to  offset  the  handicap  of  one  year  lost  dur- 
ing the  first  two  years  of  their  school  life. 

Manual  training  was  introduced  into  the  course  of  the  LaMott 
school.  Prof.  C.  E.  Carlson,  with  th  assistance  of  his  boys,  made 
and  installed  all  the  equipment.  At  the  present  time  all  the  following 
buildings  have  equipment:  Glenside,  Heller,  LaMott,  Wyncote  and  the 
high  school. 

The  Ashbourne  and  the  Shoemaker  children  go  to  the  central  plant 
(high  school),  for  their  work. 

A  May  Day  festival,  the  first  of  its  kind,  held  in  our  district,  was 
a  splendid  success.  The  children  and  the  teachers  must  be  compli- 
mented for  the  way  in  which  they  executed  an  excellent  programme. 

These  exercises  were  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Garlock,  the  super- 
visor of  music.  She  was  ably  assisted  by  the  teachers  of  the  5,  6,  7 
and  8th  grades. 

Playground  supervision  is  being  more  carefully  planned.  One 
playground  through  the  Home  and  School  League,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Mr.  Gray,  of  Glei  side,  has  been  excellently  fitted  up  with 
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playground  appliance.  Let  us  hope  that  this  is  the  beginning  of  what 
promises  to  be  a  movement  to  equip  all  plaj-grounds  in  our  township. 

A  large  high  school  orchestra  was  organized  by  Mr.  Behle.  This 
orchestra  promises  to  be  one  of  our  most  valuable  assets  in  the  future. 

Paper  saving  by  the  high  school  students  gave  excellent  returns  to 
our  school  activities.  This  practice  6f  economy  was  taken  up  by  all 
our  grade  teachers.  Much  paj^er  was  saved,  which  under  ordinary 
circumstances,. would  have  been  wasted. 

Statistics. 

The  following  is  a  complete  enrollment  of  pupils  by  schools : 

Ashbourne,   181 

Edge  Hill, 138 

Glenside,   229 

Heller, 238 

LaMott, 109 

Rowland, 101 

Shoemaker,  144 

Wyncote, 108 

High  school, 304 

The  following  table  gives  the  list  of  trial-  and  non-promotions  for 
each  school  June  1,  1917: 

Trial  pro-  Non-pro- 
motion,     motion. 

Ashbourne,   20  8 

Glenside,  24  19 

LaMott,   20  12 

Wyncote, 17  5 

Heller,   26  15 

Shoemaker,  29  5 

Rowland, 2  8 

Edge  Hill, 3  49 

Total  trial  promotions,  141 ;  total  non-promotions,  121. 

During  the  year  the  medical  examiner  made  the  following  report: 

Males  examined,   833 

Females  examined,  800 

Number  of  white  children, 1,542 

Number  of  colored  children, 91 

Born  in  the  U.  S., 1,625 

Foreign  born, 8 

Defective  vision,  one  eye, 11 
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Defective  vision,  two  eyes,  42 

Defective  teeth,  l'">6 

Tonsils  sliglitly  enlarged,  231 

Tonsils  greatly  enlarged,   85 

Tuberculosis  of  glands,  1 

Tuberculosis  of  bones,  4 

Tuberculosis  of  joints, 2 

Skin  diseases,  lice,  1(> 

Skin  diseases,  other, 1 

Deformities,    3 

Malnutrition, 10 

Defective  condition  of  the  heart,   G 

Other  defects,    1 

Total  number  without  defects,   1,043 

Total  number  defective, 590 

Percentages  of  defectives, 39 

Report  on  contagious  diseases: 

Chickenpox,    62 

Whooping  cough,    42 

Measles, 4 

Mumps,    125 

Scabies,   '. 2 

Pinkeye,    2 

Not  classified,   69 

Total,   306 

In  our  honor  roll  today,  we  must  place  Forman  Hollinshead,  Burch 
Johnson,  Charles  Schlotzhauer,  and  one  teacher,  Charles  F.  Sohl. 
These  young  men  have  offered  their  services  to  Uncle  Sam,  It  would 
seem  entirely  appropriate  to  record  their  names  in  our  report  to  the 
State  Department.  We  hope  to  enlist  our  girls  in  Red  Cross  work, 
if  Uncle  Sam  can  use  them. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  State  Department  for  the  many  helpful  cir- 
culars received  this  past  year. 


CHESTER—Charles  A.  Wagner. 

Annual  report  from  Chester,  retiring  Superintendent  J.  L.  Eisen- 
berg,  Ph.  D.,  report  sent  by  serving  Superintendent  Chas.  A.  Wagner, 
Ph.  D. 
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'"The  school  year  of  1910-17  has  been  markerl  by  contiinied  devel- 
opment of  the  problems  of  education.  The  establishing  of  two  special 
schools  for  older  pupils  was  a  new  feature  in  the  school  system.  The 
experiment  lias  been  quite  satisfactory".  Tlie  forgoing  is  cited  from 
Dr.  Eiseuberg's  last  monthly  report  to  the  board  and  probably  sum- 
marizes his  estimate  of  the  year's  outstanding  feature.  To  a  new- 
comer it  is  apparent  that  there  has  been  overcrowding  in  many  of  the 
school  rooms,  due  to  the  influx  of  workingmen  and  their  families. 
The  school  population  has  been  continuously  increasing  and  expand- 
ing, and  the  school  accommodations  are  not  constructed  with  any  ex- 
pansible feature.  The  records  show  readjustments  and  redistribu- 
tions of  attendance  so  that  the  disadvantages  were  reduced  to  a  mini- 
mum. However  the  possible  limits  of  such  readjustments  appear  to 
have  been  reached  and  it  is  probably  that  the  next  year  will  reveal 
overcrowding  and  enrollment  in  excess  of  accommodations  so  serious 
as  to  impose  real  and  continued  loss,  disadvantage  and  hardship  upon 
pupils.  The  fact  that  the  school  system  is  inadequate  for  the  phy- 
sical accommodation  of  the  children  will  this  year  be  brought  home 
to  the  community.  Enlarged  and  new  school  buildings,  requiring 
increased  revenue,  demanding  a  revised  assessment,  is  the  only  hope 
of  permanent  and  adequate  provision  for  relief  from  conditions  that 
are  unfair  to  children  and  teachers,  and  a  serious  loss  to  the  com- 
munity, in  wasted  effort  and  in  undiscnvered  and  untrained  capabi- 
lities of  children.    Here  is  our  most  urgent  school  need. 

On  behalf  of  Dr.  Eisenberg,  retiring  Superintendent,  and  myself, 
1  wish  to  thank  the  Department  for  uniform  and  ready  willingness 
to  help  and  to  show  consideration.  I  trust  we  shall  be  able  to  fulfill 
all  expectations. 


COAL  TOWNSHIP  (NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY 
P.  F.  Brennan. 


In  submitting  tliis,  our  annual  report,  we  are  pleased  to  report 
progress  along  various  lines  of  educational  activities,  more  complete 
organization  and  greater  efficiency.  In  fact  the  spirit  of  aggressive- 
ness is  in  the  air  and  must  mirror  itself  in  our  educational  institu- 
tions. 

Like  all  other  schools  throughout  the  State,  the  opening  of  our 
schools  was  delayed  for  some  weeks  on  account  of  the  spread  of  infan- 
tile paralysis,  nevertheless  our  teachers  were  not  idle.  The}^  spent 
the  time  very  profitably  in  daily  sessions  in  the  high  school  audi- 
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torinrn  under  the  instruction  of  specialists  in  draAving,  music,  pen- 
manship and  physical  culture.  Mrs.  A.  G.  Stahl,  of  Wilkes-Barre, 
had  charge  of  the  drawing;  physical  instruction  was  conducted  by 
I'hilip  G.  Lewis,  of  I'hiladelphia  schools  and  Miss  Hazel  Ketter,  of 
Pittsburgh,  the  Bennett- Lester  system  ot  penmanship  was  presented 
by  M.  E.  Bennett,  the  music  was  in  charge  of  Miss  Nora  Cotterall, 
the  instructor  of  music  in  the  school  district.  The  results  of  this 
splendid  course  was  apparent  throughout  the  entire  school  year. 

Parents  Avho  were  somewhat  averse  to  the  physical  training  feature 
were  loud  in  their  praises  when  they  saw  exhibition  work  on  Field 
Day  at  the  close  of  the  school  term. 

We  sustained  a  great  loss  in  the  destruction  by  fire  of  the  Lincoln 
school,  a  sixteen-room  structure.  It  occurred  early  in  the  school 
term ;  more  than  four  hundred  school  children  were  inconvenienced, 
but  only  for  a  short  time.  The  board  of  education  found  lodgment 
for  the  children  in  the  different  churches  and  fire  department  rooms. 

The  continuation  schools  opened  in  accordance  with  the  New  Child 
Labor  Act,  are  doing  excellent  work  under  existing  conditions.  We 
are  endeavoring  to  give  such  instruction  as  will  make  useful  citizens, 
^^'ith  greater  respec't  for  law  and  with  a  desire  to  render  service  to 
tite  home,  to  the  community  and  to  the  development  of  the  industry 
in  which  they  are  engaged. 

Patrons'  Day  was  well  observed.  The  exhibits  by  the  pupils  mani- 
fested a  keen  competitive  interest  in  the  various  branches.  I'atrons 
turned  out  in  large  numbers  showing  by  their  presence  their  appre- 
ciation of  the  progress  made  by  the  children. 

The  Seventeenth  Annual  Commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the 
G.  A.  R.  Opera  House  on  June  4,  1917,  at  which  time  twenty-two 
young  men  and  fifteen  young  ladies  received  diplomas.  This  is  the 
largest  class  that  was  ever  graduated  in  this  district  and  the  large 
number  of  boys  was  one  of  the  very  gratifying  features  of  the  event. 
The  Dramatic  Society  presented  their  class  drama  ''The  Spirit  of 
'Gl",  to  a  large  and  appreciative  audience  both  afternoon  and  evening. 

For  the  purpose  of  improving  the  health  of  our  children,  the  board 
has  now  two  medical  inspectors  instead  of  one.  A  very  careful  in- 
spection was  made  througliout  the  year,  in  the  same  efficient  manner 
that  has  characterized  it  in  past  years. 

The  Teachers'  Annual  Institute  was  held  in  the  high  school  audi- 
torium August  28th  to  September  1,  inclusive.  The  instructors  were 
Frank  S.  Fox,  M.  A.,  Ph.  D.,  Pres.  Capitol  College  of  Oratory  and 
Music,  Columbus  Ohio,  and  Jessie  Lee  Newlin,  A.  B.,  University  Col- 
lege, Chicago,  111.  Music  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Nora  Cotterall. 
The  talks  by  the  instructors  were  up-to-date  and  timely. 

Evening  schools  were  opened  in  convenient  portions  of  the  district 
under  the  guidance  of  expert  teachers.  The  schools  proved  the  wis- 
14 
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dom  of  giving  onr  young  people  who  went  to  work  the  opportunity  to 
better  prepare  themselves  for  their  present  occupations. 

Owing  to  the  increased  attendance  in  the  high  school,  the  board 
was  obliged  to  vacate  their  large  ofifice  for  high  school  purposes,  thus 
necessitating  the  purchase  of  adjoining  property  for  administration 
uses.  They  contemplate  erecting  a  large  annex  to  the  high  school, 
but  this  is  unfortunately  delayed  bj^  reason  of  the  reconstruction  of 
the  Lincoln  building,  recently  destroyed  by  lire. 

The  war  spirit  is  in  the  air  here  as  well  as  elsewhere.  Flag  pole 
raisings  at  the  several  schools  were  important  features.  Elaborate 
programmes  were  arranged,  speakers  of  note  delivered  appropriate 
addresses  to  large  and  enthusiastic  assemblages.  Military  training 
was  introduced  in  the  high  (school,  the  services  of  a  competent  drill 
master  was  secured,  the  hoja  gripping  the  tactics  with  the  spirit  of 
war  veterans.  The  ''war  gardens"  also  came  in  for  some  recognition. 
The  senior  boys  secured  a  plot  of  ground  000x200  feet  and  marking 
it  off  in  beds  of  equal  distribution  planted  the  necessary  foodstuffs. 
This  feature  was  in  charge  of  our  teacher  in  agriculture. 

Stereopticon  lantern  slides  were  very  helpful  adjuncts  in  the  high 
school  and  continuation  schools. 

Athletics  in  the  high  school  has  received  a  due  share  of  enthusiasm 
and  support. 

All  of  the  teachers  were  given  a  very  welcome  increase  in  salary 
which  amounts  to  about  |8.00  per  month.  This  rise  takes  effect  next 
school  term  and  is  bound  to  have  a  stimulating  influence  on  our  teach- 
ing corps. 

I  appreciate  thoroughly  the  support  1  have  received  from  the  school 
board,  the  teachers,  patrons  and  citizens.  I  also  wish  gratefully  to 
acknowledge  courtesies  extended  to  me  by  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction. 


COATESVILLE— W.  T.  Gordon. 


In  educational  matters  the  year  that  has  just  closed  has  been  an 
eventful  and,  in  some  respects,  an  unsatisfactory  one.  Many  things 
happened  that  tended  to  retard  and  confuse  school  work. 

Most  important  of  these  perhaps  were  the  late  and  irregular  open- 
ing and  closing  of  the  school  term.  Owing  to  the  quarantine  ordered 
by  the  State  Health  Department  on  account  of  the  infantile  paralysis 
epidemic,  we  were  unable  to  open  any  of  our  schools  last  fall  until 
October  2nd.    At  this  time  all  of  our  schools,  except  the  high  school 
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and  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades,  were  opened  with  an  increased 
enrollment  over  that  of  last  year.  On  account  of  the  failure  of  the 
contractor  to  have  our  new  high  school  building  completed  and  ready 
for  occuj)auc3'  on  contract  time,  we  were  obliged  to  defer  the  opening 
(jf  the  high  school  and  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  until  the  middle 
of  November.  In  consequence  of  the  delay  and  uncertainty  in  the 
date  of  opening  the  high  school  m?..y  non-resident  pupils  who  had 
signified  their  intention  of  attending  our  school  enrolled  elsewhere 
and  are  consequently  probably  permanently  lost  to  us. 

As  soon  as  our  schools  were  thoroughly  organized,  both  teachers 
and  pupils  settled  down  to  conscientious  work.  From  this  time  until 
the  close  of  the  term,  special  effort  was  concentrated  upon  the  most 
essential  branches  of  the  curricula,  in  order  that  the  pupils  might 
be,  at  least,  fairly  well  prepared  to  take  up  advanced  work  next  term. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  President  Wilson  and  instruc- 
tions from  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  of  our  own 
State,  many  pupils  were  permitted  to  leave  school  during  the  early 
part  of  May  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in  agricultural  and  other 
pursuits  tending  to  aid  the  United  States  government  in  its  prepa- 
rations for  war.  The  number  of  these  pupils,  together  with  those  who 
volunteered  to  enter  the  United  States  military  service,  was  so  great 
that  the  schools  of  our  upper  grades  were  much  reduced  in  numbers 
and  greatly  demoralized.  In  some  departments  of  the  high  school 
and  the  grammar  schools  but  few  boys  remained.  While  the  release 
of  these  pupils  may  have  proved  to  be  greatly  beneficial  to  the  manu- 
facturing and  agricultural  interests  of  the  surrounding  community, 
their  exodus  certainly  had  a  demoralizing  effect  upon  the  pupils  who 
remained  in  school. 

The  closing  of  the  school  term  was  almost  as  irregular  as  the  open- 
ing. The  first  to  the  sixth  grades  inclusive,  which  opened  October 
2nd,  closed  June  14th,  after  having  been  open  eight  and  one-half 
months.  The  seventh  and  eighth  grades,  together  with  the  high 
school,  all  of  which  opened  November  13th,  closed  June  21st,  thus 
completing  a  term  of  seven  and  one-half  months.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  all  of  our  grade  schools  were  open  longer  than  the  minimum 
number  of  months  required  by  law.  Our  high  school,  however,  lacks 
six  weeks  of  completing  the  minimum  term  required  bj'  law  for  a 
first  grade  high  school.  In  as  much  as  this  cutting  down  the  length 
of  our  high  school  term  was  absolutely  unavoidable  on  our  part,  we 
trust  that  the  Department  will  not  permit  it  to  affect  the  rating  of 
our  high  school. 

During  the  year,  the  new  high  school  building,  which  was  begun  in 
April,  1915,  was  completed,  being  first  occupied  for  school  purposes 
about  the  middle  of  November,  191(5,  while  mechanics  were  still  at 
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work  in  almost  every  part  of  the  Imilding.  As  planned  by  our  archi- 
tect, Mr.  Clyde  Adams,  of  Philadelphia,  l*a.,  the  building  would  con- 
tain 4()  rooms,  including  locker  rooms  and  toilets;  but  on  account 
of  a  lack  of  funds  a  section  consisting  of  11  rooms  and  three  corri- 
dors, was  omitted,  to  be  built  when  necessity  compels  in  the  future. 
As  now  completed  the  building  contains  35  rooms,  including  offices, 
auditorium,  gymnasium,  lucker  rooms  and  toilets.  The  building,  which 
is  of  fireproof  construction  throughout,  being  constructed  of  bricks, 
steel,  concrete  and  brownstone,  is  quite  in  imposing  structure  located 
on  East  Lincoln  Highway.  Among  its  most  attractive  features  are 
its  offices,  laboratories,  gymnasium  and  a  beautiful  and  neatly  fur- 
nished auditorium  with  a  seating  capacity  of  840.  Notwithstanding 
the  capacity  of  this  building,  it  will  not  accommodate  all  of  our  high 
school  pupils  next  term. 

In  addition  to  the  high  school  building  we  have  now  well  under 
way  in  construction  a  twelve-room  three-stoi'y  fireproof  addition  to 
our  Charles  Street  building  in  West  Coatesville.  This  building,  when 
the  addition  is  completed,  will  contain  eighteen  rooms,  not  including 
offices,  locker  rooms  and  toilets.  It  will  be  occupied  by  grades  one 
to  six  inclusive,  about  December  1,  1917. 

And  now  a  word  in  closing  as  to  our  plans  for  next  term.  First, 
J'rof.  Harvey  Vanderslice,  formerly  supervising  principal  of  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Boyertowu,  Pa.,  has  been  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  in 
the  principalship  of  our  high  school,  caused  by  the  resignation  of 
Prof.  William  J.  Smith,  who  has  held  the  position  for  .about  nine 
years.    Prof.  Vanderslice  comes  to  us  highly  recommended. 

We  are  planning  to  introduce  manual  training  and  domestic  science 
including  sewing,  into  our  high  school  and  our  grammar  school 
courses,  when  we  open  next  term.  Special  teachers  for  the  heads  of 
these  departments  have  already  been  chosen. 

We  are  also  organizing  our  schools  on  the  six-six  plan.  The  sev- 
enth, eighth  and  ninth  grades  will  constitute  a  junior  high  school; 
while  the  tenth,  eleventh  and  twelfth  grades  will  constitute  a  senior 
liigh  school. 

With  this  new  organization  of  our  schools,  the  introduction  of 
manual  training  and  domestic  science,  and  a  new  principal  at  the 
head  of  our  high  school,  we  shall  jjut  forth  every  effort  to  make  our 
school  system  one  of  the  best  in  the  State. 
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COLUMBIA-  W.  C.  Sampson. 


The  increased  industrial  and  commercial  activity  in  Columbia  has 
increased  our  school  enrollment  to  1,830  pupils  during  the  past  year, 
912  males  and  027  females.  207  of  these  were  in  the  high  school. 
Twenty-seven  young  people  were  graduated  on  the  2Sth  of  June  in 
the  local  opera  house,  with  Dr.  (;.  C.  Ellis,  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.  as  the 
speaker  of  the  evening. 

Owing  to  the  erection  of  a  neAV  building,  our  high  school  and 
grammar  school  were  on  part  time  throughout  the  year.  This  ham- 
pered them  in  their  work  somewhat  but  the  pupils  and  the  teachers 
worked  together  so  that  the  results  were  very  creditable. 

The  new  high  school  building  is  completed  except  in  a  few  details. 
We  shall  have  nineteen  class  rooms,  an  auditorum,  a  gymnasium, 
and  offices  equipped  in  a  very  suitable  and  substantial  manner.  We 
hope  that  the  crowded  condition  of  this  department  will  be  relieved 
for  some  time  to  come. 

The  Board  of  Directors  decided  to  add  a  commercial  de]»artmeut  to 
the  course  of  study  for  the  coming  year.  This  is  an  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  school  authorities  to  introduce  some  vocational  and  in- 
dustrial courses  into  our  system  and  hold  many  of  our  pupils  who 
might  othei'wise  drop  out. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  district  has  been  in  splendid  shape. 
By  careful  management  the  board  has  been  able  to  meet  its  obliga- 
tions and  nqt  make  a  temporary  loan  as  in  previous  years.  There 
has  been  no  retrenchment,  but  on  the  other  hand,  the  needs  of  the 
sdiools  have  never  been  better  supplied. 

The  general  condition  of  the  school  buildings  has  been  improved. 
The  interior  of  two  buildings  has  been  painted  and  in  this  Avay  made 
more  attractive  and  sanitary. 

The  work  of  the  teachers  in  the  grades  was  performed  earnestly 
and  conscientiously.  Parents  and  teachers  have  cooperated  with  the 
superintendent  and  the  board  in  a  pleasing  manner.  Plans  were 
devised  by  each  building  to  purchase  victrolas  and  at  the  close  of  the 
term  all  buildings  had  one  or  more  of  these  valuable  instruments. 

I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  State  Department  for 
their  assistance  during  the  past  year. 
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CONNELLSVILLE— Stanley  P.  Ashe. 


The  school  j^ear  that  closed  June  loth,  was  one  of  progress,  I  be- 
lieve, in  improving  the  efficiency  of  the  Connellsville  schools.  Not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  two  of  our  buildings  were  on  half  time 
schedule,  we  were  able,  by  extra  effort,  to  keep  the  interest  and  at- 
tendance normal. 

The  half  day  schedule  was  rendered  necessary  by  the  crowded  con- 
ditions of  our  schools.  This  condition  will  be  relieved  b}'  the  com- 
pletion of  two  new  buildings  to  be  opened  in  November;  the  one 
being  a  high  school  building  and  the  other  a  twelve-roomed  grade 
building. 

These  new  buldings  are  a  most  important  addition  to  our  school 
system.  They  will  enable  us  to  carry  out  in  a  conservative  manner 
the  advantages  of  a  junior  high  school. 

The  new  graded  school  is  of  fireproof  construction  and  contains 
twelve  class  rooms,  combination  auditorium  and  gymnasium,  offices, 
library,  shower  baths,  etc.     It  will  cost  approximately  |75,000.00. 

The  new  high  school  building  contains  thirty-three  class  rooms,  two 
large  study  halls,  offices,  auditorium,  gymnasium,  domestic  science 
rooms,  manual  training  rooms,  swimming  pool,  etc. 

TTie  board  has  been  very  liberal  in  equipping  these  new  buildings 
and  we  feel  that  the  efficiency  of  the  schools  will  be  improved.  Dur- 
ing the  coming  year  we  expect  to  make  wider  use  of  the  school  build- 
ings than  we  have  ever  done  before. 

The  new  features  for  the  coming  year  will  be  the  addition  of  the 
physical  training  course  and  the  placing  of  an  experienced  supervisor 
of  that  work  in  charge,  the  extension  of  the  domestic  science  and 
manual  training  work,  and  the  inauguration  of  the  junior  high  school 
course  of  study. 


CONSHOHOCKEN— A.  M.  Weaver. 


The  enrollment  for  the  school  year  was  803  in  the  grades,  146  in  the 
high  school  and  135  in  the  continuation  school,  making  a  total  en- 
rollment of  1,084.  The  percentage  of  attendance  was  92  in  the  grades, 
96  in  the  high  school  and  96  in  the  continuation  school. 
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Two  years  ago  the  enrollment  for  our  schools  was  844.  There  has 
been  an  increase  in  our  school  attendance  of  240  pupils  in  a  period 
of  two  years.  This  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  attending  school 
has  made  necessary  an  increase  in  the  teaching  force.  Within  a 
period  of  one  and  one-half  years  there  have  been  added  four  addi- 
tional teachers  to  the  teaching  corps;  two  of  these  in  the  high  school 
and  two  in  the  grades. 

The  grades  could  have  been  more  effectively  organized  during  the 
coming  school  year  with  two  additional  teachers.  But  we  lack  the 
available  school  room  space  to  further  increase  our  teaching  force. 
It  seems  evident  that  the  district  must  provide  in  the  near  future 
more  school  rooms.  The  solution  of  the  building  question,  both  from 
the  point  of  view  of  economy  of  construction  and  school  organization, 
seems  to  be  to  add  a  wing  to  the  high  school  building.  The  seventh 
and  eighth  grades  could  then  be  transferred  to  the  latter  building 
and  a  junior  high  school  established. 

Much  of  my  work  during  the  year  has  consisted  of  a  revision  and 
reorganization  of  our  course  of  study.  It  has  been  my  endeavor  to 
improve  our  schools  by  closely  supervising  the  teaching  and  by  uni- 
fying the  subject  matter  taught.  Our  efforts  in  this  direction  were 
very  greatly  aided  by  studying  with  the  teachers  as  standard  work  on 
education  which  was  relevant  to  the  problems  at  hand. 

In  order  to  eliminate  some  of  the  repetition  of  subject  njatter  which 
seems  to  be  the  bane  of  school  life  of  seventh  and  eighth  grade  pupils 
and  give  them  some  new  and  interesting  material,  the  subjects  of 
physical  and  commercial  geography  will  hereafter  be  taught  in  the 
eighth  grade.  Text  books  in  these  subjects  suitable  for  eighth  grade 
pupils  have  been  selected  and  a  half  year  will  be  devoted  to  each 
subject.  A  departmental  system  of  organization  for  the  higher  grades 
will  allow  these  subjects  to  be  taught  by  a  skilled,  experienced  teacher. 
To  take  the  place  of  these  subjects  in  the  high  school  curriculum  an 
introductory  course  in  science  Avill  be  introduced.  To  further  enrich 
the  English  for  the  pupils  of  the  eighth  grade  I  have  introduced  a 
classic  to  be  studied  and  read. 

As  a  result  of  close  cooperation  between  the  schools  and  our  public 
library  a  much  more  general  and  wider  use  was  made  of  the  latter. 
Lists  of  books  were  prepared  adapted  to  the  different  grades.  These 
lists  were  posted  in  each  school  room  and  the  books  were  placed  in 
the  several  grades  and  circulated  therefrom.  The  librarian  visited 
the  different  grades  and  talked  with  the  pupils  about  these  books, 
thereby  assisting  the  teachers  to  arouse  an  interest  in  the  children  to 
read  them.  As  evidence  of  the  success  of  this  concerted  effort,  let 
iiie  say  that  150  different  books  were  circulated  from  the  continua- 
tion school  alone. 
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At  the  close  of  the  year  spelling  tests  were  conducted  in  the  dif- 
ferent grades.  Two  sets  of  words  were  nsed.  The  one  was  selected 
from  the  Ayres  Scale  and  the  other  consisted  of  those  words  used^by 
the  Russell  Sage  Foundation  in  their  survey  of  the  Cleveland  public 
schools.  The  Cleveland  lists  were  used  because  the  spelling  results 
in  the  Cleveland  schools,  in  which  there  are  a  great  many  foreigners, 
furnish  a  basis  of  comparison  with  the  results  in  our  schools  where 
ix  similar  condition  exists. 

The  results  are  stated  in  this  report  because  they  may  be  of  in- 
terest to  someone  as  a  basis  of  comparison. 


Grade. 


Ayres 

Cons. 

Cleve. 

Scale. 

84%. 

96.3% 

80    % 

88% 

92.5% 

76    % 

04% 

96.2% 

78    % 

92% 

95.4% 

75    % 

79% 

73.7% 

73    % 

84% 

78    % 

87.2% 

Cons. 


Eighth, 

Seventh 

Sixth, 

Fifth, 

Fourth, 

Third, 


92.5% 
84.8% 
91.4% 
85  % 
58.8% 
76.8% 


The  above  results  are  gratifying  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  schools 
have  been  using  a  spelling  book  the  material  of  which  is  neither  well 
selected  nor  properly  graded.  Since  there  has  been  a  change  of  text- 
book, we  look  for  still  better  results  another  year. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public   Instruction   for  the 
courtesy  extended  to  me  during  the  year,  and  also  to  express  my 
appreciation  to  the  board  of  directors  for  the  cooperation  so  gen 
erously  given. 


CORAOPOLTS— C.  E.  Hilborn. 


Our  year  opened  with  a  vigorous  campaign  for  a  bond  issue  for 
a  new  high  school.  A  sixty  thousand  dollar  bond  issue  vote  for  the 
same  purjtose  had  been  defeated  two  years  earlier.  This  time  the 
amount  was  made  one  hundred  thousand,  citizens  were  interested  in 
Avorking  for  the  improvement,  and  public  meetings  were  held  in  its 
interest.  As  a  consequence  the  November  election  gave  us  a  hand- 
some majority  in  favor  of  the  building.  The  contract  has  since  been 
let  and  work  on  the  building  is  now  under  way.  The  building  in- 
cludes quarters  for  manual  training  and  domestic  science,  commer- 
cial department  and  laboratories,  gymnasium  and  large  community 
auditorium  in  addition  to  the  regular  class  rooms.  The  opening  of 
the  building  will  relieve  badly  crowded  conditions. 
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There  have  been  comi)arativeh'  few  changes  in  our  course  of  study 
during  tlie  ])ast  year.  The  niuscuhir  movement  pennmnship  has 
superseded  the  honorable  but  obsolete  copybooks.  We  used  the 
Courtis  tests  in  arithmetic  and  the  Ayers'  spelling  tests  in  our 
grades.  The  results  showed  that  in  both  these  subjects  The  work  of 
the  Coraopolis  schools  is  somewhat  better  than  the  average.  An 
investigation  of  retardation  in  our  schools  showed  that,  while  oui 
system  is  not  worse  than  the  average  in  this  respect,  there  needs  to 
be  considerable  improvement  along  this  line. 

About  three  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  were  raised  in  school  en- 
tertainments. Victrolas  were  purchased  by  two  buildings  and  stere- 
opticon  lanterns  have  since  been  purchased  from  the  same  funds. 

Savings  banks  were  introduced  into  the  schools  in  February,  and 
the  results  have  been  very  encouraging.  Over  six  hundred  accounts 
were  opened  during  the  school  year,  or  about  fifty  per  cent,  of  the 
number  of  children.  The  accounts  totaled  almost  two  thousand  dol- 
lars l)efore  the  close  of  school. 


CORKY— C.  L.  Wilson. 


While  the  center  of  all  efforts  has  been,  as  heretofore,  to  bring 
pupils  into  a  vital,  intelligent  relationship  with  current  life  through 
a  flexible  course  of  study  and  its  application,  the  year  lOlG-17  has 
been  marked  by  a  number  of  interesting  features. 

High  school  teachers  studied  and  discussed  Parker's  "Teaching 
the  High  School  Subjects"  in  regular  meetings  throughout  the  year. 

Grade  teachers  made  a  study  of  the  Cleveland  public  school  survey 
through  the  reports  of  same  published  by  the  Russel  Sage  Founda- 
tion. The  Cleveland  tests  were  given  to  the  pupils  of  the  Cony 
schools  in  December  and  again  in  June,  the  results  making  possible 
some  interesting  and  enlightening  comparisons. 

The  pupils  of  the  schools  by  voluntary  contributions  raised  over 
seventy  dollars  for  the  Belgian  Children's  relief  fund. 

A  study  of  the  teeth  of  the  ]»upils  of  the  city  was  made  in  April. 
.The  results  were  assembled  into  a  percentage  table  and  published 
and  a  copy  placed  in  the  hands  of  each  pupil. 

A  high  school  cadet  corps  of  ninety  was  organized,  uniformed  and 
thoroughly  drilled,  some  of  the  members  who  had  served  witli  the 
I  Pennsylvania  National  Guard  on  the  Mexican  border  rendered  valua- 
ble assistance. 
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The  English  and  history  classes  of  the  high  school  were  provided 
with  individual  copies  of  the  Literary  Digest  and  their  work  kept 
in  touch  with  current  literature  and  life. 

The  grounds  of  the  Fairview  building  were  graded,  leveled  and 
sown  to  grass,  making  a  fine  athletic  field. 

A  splendid  site  was  purchased,  contracts  let,  and  a  fine  public 
library  building  is  now  in  process  of  construction. 

For  the  coming  year,  Spanish  by  the  Cortinaphone  method  has 
been  added  to  the  high  school  studies,  and  substantial  increases  have 
been  made  in  teachers'  salaries  to  meet  the  increased  cost  of  living. 


DANVILLE— D.  N.  Diefifenbacher. 


I  am  very  glad  to  report  steady  progress  in  the  schools  of  Danville 
during  the  past  year.  One  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
pupils  were  enrolled.  Of  this  number  07  were  non-residents,  55  in 
the  grades  and  42  in  the  high  school.  The  number  enrolled  in  the 
elementary  schools  was  1,174;  in  the  high  school  202;  in  the  con- 
tinuation school  <S2.    The  total  average  attendance  was  1,264. 

Buildings  and  grounds  are  kept  in  a  neat  and  tidy  condition. 
School  rooms  show  evidence  of  careful  housekeeping.  Teachers  are 
increasingly  enlisting  the  services  of  children  in  this  respect.  Good 
jjictures  on  the  walls,  pictures  which  children  can  understand,  add 
to  the  attractiveness  of  many  of  the  school  rooms.  We  have  extended 
our  electric  light  wiring;  the  walls  of  the  high  school  room  have 
been  painted  and  the  desks  varnished.  The  interior  of  the  second 
ward  building  was  painted  throughout.  The  floors  of  all  school 
rooms  have  been  oiled  with  Standard  floor  dressing.  Improvements 
of  a  minor  character  have  been  made  in  all  our  schools,  the  puri)ose 
licing  to  make  them  both  more  sanitary  and  more  attractive. 

A  lantern  and  the  "six  hundred  set"  of  slides  were  purchased  from 
the  Keystone  View  Company.  One  additional  room  was  fitted  up 
with  single  adjustable  desks  for  the  use  of  the  high  school.  Two  more 
teachers  were  added  to  the  high  school  faculty.  A  victrola  and 
records  were  purchased  by  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  fourth  ward 
schools,  most  of  the  funds  being  raised  from  the  sale  of  old  papers 
and  magazines. 

In  order  to  meet  the  problem  of  overcrowding  in  our  schools,  the 
board  of  education  erected  a  temporary  school  building,  comprising 
two  rooms,  one  of  which  was  devoted  to  the  continuation  school, 
while  the  other  took  care  of  the  pupils  of  one  of  the  grades. 
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School-home  gardening  received  some  attention  and  considerable 
Interest  was  aroused.  Twenty  dollars  in  prizes  were  distributed 
among  twenty-three  pupils  having  the  best  gardens  and  winning  out 
in  the  contest.  No  prizes  are  ottered  the  present  year,  but  more  than 
four  hundred  children,  encouraged  by  their  teachers,  purchased  seeds 
through  the  schools,  and  are  now  cultivating  gardens  with  the  help 
and  cooperation  of  their  parents. 

Manual  training  and  domestic  science  were  introduced  into  the 
continuation  school  and  competent  teachers  employed.  Much  interest 
v>'as  maiufested  by  pupils  in  these  courses  and  considerable  successful 
work  has  been  accomplished.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  elementary 
and  secondar}^  schools  should  not  recognize  to  a  much  larger  extent, 
the  great  importance  of  these  practical  courses  in  which  most  of  the 
boys  and  girls  will  sometime  engage. 

SX)ecial  stress  has  been  placed  upon  reading  during  the  year  and 
the  work  vitalized  by  supplying  supplementary  readers  in  numbers 
sufficient  for  class  work.  These  readers  have  stimulated  a  greater 
interest  in  wholesome  literature  and  have  aided  much  in  the  effective- 
ness of  the  teaching  of  this  important  subject. 

Two  verj'^  successful  educational  conferences  were  held  during  the 
year  by  the  teachers  of  Bloomsburg,  Berwick,  West  Berwick,  Cata- 
wissa,  and  Danville.  In  union  there  is  said  to  be  strength,  and  when 
the  best  teachers  of  five  boroughs  unite,  the  discussions  are  usually 
strong  and  helpful.  We  shall  doubtless  continue  this  plan  again 
next  year. 

Commencement  exercises  for  the  eighth  grade  were  held  in  the  high 
school  auditorium,  June  21st,  when  65  pupils  received  their  diplomas 
which  entitle  them  to  admission  to  the  high  school.  Thirty-five  stu- 
dents were  graduated  from  the  high  school  and  received  their  dip- 
lomas at  the  hands  of  the  president  of  the  school  board.  Reed  B. 
Teitrick  very  ably  delivered  the  commencement  address.  Our  com- 
mercial graduates  find  their  services  in  demand  and  easily  find  places 
in  the  business  world.  Many  of  our  literary  graduates  are  planning 
to  continue  their  education  in  higher  institutions  of  learning. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  wish  to  thank  all  who  in  any  way  con- 
tributed to  the  greater  efficiency  in  school  work  during  the  years  of 
my  administration. 
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DARBY— W.  A.  Kreider. 


During  the  past  year  our  scliouls  had  an  enrollment  of  811  males 
and  841  females,  making  a  total  of  1,(152  pupils.  The  enrollment  of 
the  high  school  was  lt)l>,  a  25  per  cent,  increase  over  any  previous 
year.  The  number  enrolled  in  the  coniinuation  school  was  81).  The 
percentage  of  attendance  for  the  term  was  94. 

After  the  close  of  the  State-wide  quarantine  which  postponed  the 
opening  of  schools  for  a  month  at  the  beginning  of  the  term  there 
wias  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  an  almost  complete  absence  of  any 
form  of  contagious  disease.  The  medical  inspector  performs  his 
duties  in  a  very  conscientious  and  efficient  manner,  and  to  him  in 
cooperation  with  the  board  of  health  much  of  the  credit  is  due  for 
the  excellent  health  conditions  in  the  schools. 

School  athletics  have  received  their  share  of  attention  and  have 
proved  to  be  a  valuable  asset  to  school  and  community  life.  In  the 
high  school  the  work  in  this  line  has  been  fairly  well  organized.  The 
physical  training  of  the  girls  is  under  the  direction  of  a  young  lady, 
while  a  male  member  of  the  high  school  faculty  has  charge  of  the 
work  of  the  boys.  All  high  school  pupils  are  required  to  take  one 
period  of  work  in  the  gymnasium  each  week  and  are  encouraged  to 
enter  into  the  outside  games  and  sports  whenever  possible.  The  re- 
sult is  that  our  teams  have  given  a  good  account  of  themselves  in  the 
games  and  sports  common  to  the  average  American  high  school.  The 
new  gymnasium  has  been  a  vital  factor  in  creating  school  interest 
and  loyalty. 

In  Februarj^  a  continuation  school  was  opened.  This  consisted  of 
two  classes  averaging  less  than  thirty  pupils  each.  It  was  open  two 
days  in  each  week,  permitting  the  pupils  to  receive  the  required  eight 
hours  in  one  day.  The  difficulties  arising  from  the  arrangement  of 
work  for  many  grades  of  pupils  and  from  pupils  entering  and  leaving 
school  continually  presented  problems  that  could  not  always  be  satis- 
factorily worked  out.  The  interest  of  the  working  boy  or  girl  is  also 
lessened  by  the  absence  of  shop  work  which  cannot  always  be  sup- 
plied for  the  small  continuation  school.  In  spite  of  handicaps,  how- 
ever, the  interest  and  attendance  were  usually  good  and  the  outlook 
for  the  continuation  school  of  the  future  is  by  no  means  discouraging. 

The  social  center  movement  for  the  school  is  growing  in  this  com- 
munity but  has  been  confined  chiefly  to  the  children.  A  number  of 
social  and  literally  gatherings  for  the  children  have  been  held  and 
were  conducted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  helpful  and  elevating  to 
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the  youth.  Adults  should  have  a  larger  place  in  school  life  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  soon  there  will  be  "open  house"  for  the  social  and 
educational  activities  of  grown  folks  as  well  as  for  the  children. 
There  is  considerable  talk  of  a  night  school  for  adults  and  if  this  is 
brought  about  there  will  be  another  function  of  the  modern  school  in 
operation. 

The  comniunity  gardening  scheme  which  for  several  j^ears  has  been 
agitated  in  the  schools  has  been  given  such  impetus  under  the  stimu- 
lus of  the  U.  S.  Government  that  now  practically  every  vacant  space 
of  land  in  the  community  is  blooming  under  cultivation.  We  believe 
this  will  be  one  of  the  conditions  imposed  by  the  war  tliat  will  con- 
tinue to  bear  fruit  for  j'ears  to  come. 

The  closing  months  of  school  experienced  something  of  the  tension 
and  unrest  found  everywhere  in  times  of  a  national  crisis.  Interest 
in  studies  perceptibly  waned ;  many  of  the  pupils  yielded  to  the  call 
for  labor  and  went  to  work  in  the  stores  and  factories  or  on  the 
farms.  Generally  each  one  folloAved  the  impulse  to  do  ''his  bit"  and 
considerable  attention  was  given  to  various  forms  of  relief  work.  A 
carnival  held  on  the  school  campus  netted  over  |300  which  was 
divided  between  the  Red  Cross  and  the  Navy  League  for  the  benefit 
of  the  soldiers  and  sailors. 

At  the  close  of  the  term  a  course  in  music  was  adopted  by  the  board 
.and  this  will  be  put  into  operation  next  year.  This  will  partly  fill 
a  need  long  felt  in  the  schools  and  when  it  is  properly  worked  out 
along  with  the  other  innovations  of  the  last  few  years  we  shall  feel 
that  our  schools  are  in  all  the  essentials  on  a  par  with  other  good 
schools  of  the  State. 

The  trend  of  standards  for  teachers  and  pupils  has  been  upward 
and  although  the  usual  difficulties  with  conservatism  have  been  en- 
countered the  strong  drift  of  the  current  is  in  the  direction  of  pro- 
gress. 


DICKSON  CITY— A.  W.  Marvin. 


The  schools  ()i)ened  on  October  2,  1916,  and  continued  for  a  term 
of  nine  months.  They  were  crowded  beyond  their  capacity  so  that 
it  became  necessary  to  employ  additional  teachers.  The  year  ended 
with  forty-five  teachers  employed.  Since  the  district  had  but  thirty- 
cne  school  rooms,  half-day  sessions  had  to  be  employed  in  order  to 
give  each  child  a  chance.  I  am  convinced  beyond  all  doubt  that  half- 
day  sessions,  althongh  at  times  a  necessity,  are  nevertheless  demoral- 
izing to  the  schools. 
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In  order  to  relieve  this  condition  a  12-room  building  was  dedicated 
on  Februaiy  12,  and  was  named  the  Lincoln  School.  It  is  a  beautiful 
stucco  and  stone  stnicture  and  modern  in  every  particular. 

During  the  year  we  have  continued  to  hold  monthly  meetings  for 
Ihe  purpose  of  professional  study.  The  attendance  at  these  meetings 
was  satisfactor3^  The  teachers  for  the  most  part  have  been  working 
faithfully  to  secure  the  best  success  possible  under  existing  condi- 
tions. There  were  also  two  local  institutes  held  during  the  winter 
months,  at  which  times  the  teachers  of  our  district  united  with  those 
of  the  Lackawanna  Valley  as  far  north  as  Archbald.  They  were 
held  on  December  15  and  March  9.  These  meetings  were  pleasant 
affairs  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  hardly  "worth  the  power"  not 
being  of  a  nature  to  assist  the  teachers  in  their  daily  work  to  the 
extent  such  meetings  should. 

Kealizing  the  great  necessity  of  arousing  the  interest  of  the  patrons 
of  our  schools,  a  Patrons'  Day  was  ordered  for  May  18.  This  is  the 
third  year  we  have  had  Patrons'  Da}^  and  it  met  with  the  best  success 
since  it  was  started. 

The  school  year  w^as  fittingly  closed  by  the  graduating  of  a  class 
of  three  young  men  and  ten  young  women  from  the  high  school  on 
the  evening  of  June  22. 


DONORA— J.  M.  Layhue. 


The  work  of  the  Donora  schools  during  the  past  year  was  charac- 
terized by  steady  and  consistent  growth.  No  radical  changes  were 
attempted  and  nothing  was  done  which  might  interfere  with  the  main 
purpose  of  a  school  system.  There  were  fifty-nine  teachers  in  both 
high  school  and  grades,  (^uite  a  few  of  them  were  new  to  the  work 
in  Donora  but  on  the  whole  their  results  were  satisfactoi-y. 

A  reading  and  study  course  w^as  maintained  by  the  teachers.  The 
high  school  teachers  read  and  discussed  "Parkers'  Method  of  Teach- 
ing in  High  Schools".  The  grade  teachers  read  and  discussed  Klap- 
per's  "The  Teaching  of  Reading". 

A  number  of  the  teachers  took  courses  at  Pittsburgh  University 
en  Saturdays  and  several  took. advantage  of  the  University  Exten- 
sion Courses  offered  at  Monessen.  This  is  a  very  commendable  spirit 
on  the  part  of  the  teachers.  There  is  no  question  but  that  if  more 
teachers  were  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  offered  by 
University  and  University  Extension  Courses  standards  of  the  teach- 
ing profession  would  be  raised  quite  considerably. 
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We  maintained  medical  inspection  during  the  past  year.  A  local 
phj^sician  assisted  by  the  municipal  nurse  made  the  rounds  of  the 
school  buildings  and  examined  those  pupils  who  were  noticeably 
below  par  in  some  particular  way.  This  seems  to  be  the  logical  way 
to  conduct  medical  inspection.  It  does  away  with  the  haphazard 
manner  of  examining  say  forty  pupils  in  the  same  number  of  min- 
utes. We  have  now  had  this  sort  of  inspection  for  three  years  and 
are  beginning  to  notice  the  good  results  of  it. 

In  order  to  stimulate  interest  in  spelling  in  the  grades  a  spelling 
contest  was  arranged  for.  Elimination  contests  were  held  in  the 
buildings  and  the  winners  in  these  contests  met  in  the  auditorium  in 
the  evening  and  the  winner  was  determined.  This  contest  brought 
out  almost  as  many  people  as  did  the  annual  Patrons'  Day  which  is 
alwaj^s  one  of  special  interest  to  all  the  townspeople. 

In  order  to  arouse  more  enthusiasm  among  the  parents  and  to 
stimulate  a  greater  and  more  healthy  school  spirit  a  commencement 
was  held  for  the  eighth  grade  graduates.  After  the  rendition  of  the 
program  which  was  given  by  those  who  had  finished  the  eighth  grade, 
diplomas  or  certificates  were  given  to  seventy-two  boys  and  girls. 

During  the  year  the  school  banking  system  maintained  by  the 
Educational  Thrift  Service,  New  York  City,  was  adopted  by  our 
schools.  The  system  was  in  operation  for  four  months  and  during 
that  time  a  total  of  !{^2,275.00  was  deposited.  This  deposit  was  made 
by  58%  of  the  pupils  enrolled  in  the  schools.  These  results  are  con- 
sidered remarkable  since  the  system  was  installed  at  a  time  when 
living  expenses  are  exceptionally  high  and  also  from  the  fact  that  the 
great  majority  of  our  people  belong  to  the  working  class. 

Following  along  the  line  of  the  requests  of  our  President,  school 
gardens  were  planned  by  the  children.  Prizes,  the  money  for  which 
Mas  donated  by  business  houses  and  townships,  were  offered  for  the 
best  early  and  late  gardens.  There  were  about  eighty  gardens  en- 
tered in  the  contest.  Some  on  plots  of  ground  that  had  not  been 
cultivated  for  years.  The  results  were  highly  satisfactory.  No  at- 
tempt was  made  to  measure  or  weigh  the  amount  of  produce  raised 
but  if  ten  pounds  more  were  raised  than  would  have  been  raised 
without  the  contest  the  effort  was  worth  while. 

About  six  weeks  before  the  close  of  the  term  when  the  young  men 
from  colleges  and  schools  were  mobilized  for  farm  service,  sixteen 
from  our  senior  class  volunteered.  The  most  of  them  had  no  previous 
experience  at  farm  labor  but  the  reports  sent  back  at  the  end  of  their 
period  of  sendee  were  highly  satisfactory  and  encouraging.  One 
young  man  who  worked  on  his  father's  farm  planted  twenty-one 
acres  of  com  unassisted. 
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The  graduating  class  this  year  Avas  the  largest  ever  gra<luate(l  from 
our  high  school.  Nineteen  young  men  and  eleven  young  ladies  re- 
ceived their  diplomas.  Quite  a  number  of  these  people  have  planned 
to  enter  higher  institutions.  But  the  indiistrial  field  offers  sucli 
lucrative  empkn'ment  at  the  i)resent  time  that  no  doubt  many  of  them 
■will  be  drawn  away  from  a  higher  course. 

During  the  coming  tenn  every  attempt  will  be  made  to  so  modify 
our  curriculum  that  it  will  serve  to  train  the  coming  generation  in 
the  manner  that  will  make  it  best  fitted  to  aid  our  nation  on  the 
present  crisis.  Heavy  demands  will  be  made  on  these  young  people 
in  the  near  future.  Heavier  demands  will  be  made  on  school  systems 
everywhere.    Let  us  not  fail  in  this  crisis. 


DUBOIS— I.  M.  Gast. 


My  report  for  tlie  school  year  ]!)1()  17  is  submitted.  Although  the 
schools  were  seriously  interrupted,  biilh  in  the  beginning  and  at  the 
end  of  the  school  year,  I  am  pleased  to  report  the  results  which  are 
very  gratifying  indeed.  I  believe  that  the  year  has  been  one  of  un- 
usual progress  and  achievement,  notwithstanding  the  interruptions. 


Age-Grade  Census. 

In  October,  1916,  a  census  was  taken  of  all  pupils  in  our  schools 
with  reference  to  grade  and  age.  The  standard  normal  age  for  the 
1st  grade  pupils  was  taken  as  6-7  years ;  2nd  grade  pupils  as  7-8  years, 
etc.  Pupils  younger  than  the  normal  age  were  considered  precocious  ; 
those  beyond  the  normal  age,  as  overage.  The  following  is  the  tabu- 
lation of  conditions  existing  at  that  time,  showing  unusually  favor- 
able conditions  in  our  schools.  Tn  most  systems,  the  size  of  ours, 
there  are  many  more  pupils  overage  and  a  much  lower  percentage  of 
those  making  normal  progress. 
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1st    grade  boys, 

girls , 
2nd  grade  boys, 

girls, 
3rd    grade  boys, 

girls, 
4th  grade  boys, 

girls, 
5th   grade  boys, 

girls, 
6th   grade  boys, 

girls, 
7th   grade  boys, 

girls, 
8th   grade  boys, 

girls, 
9th   grade  boys, 

girlSi 
10th   grade  boys, 

girls, 
11th  grade  boys, 

girls, 
12th   grade  boys, 

girls. 

Total  boys, 
girls. 

Total  pupils, 


No. 


163 

153 

135 

120 

160 

161 

142 

141 

147 

134 

138 

130 

124 

133 

104 

109 

76 

95 

26 

28 

33 

50 

19 

22 


1,267 
1,276 


%  Preeocius, 


7.9 
10.4 
11.1 
18.3 

6.9 
12.4 
10.6 
14.9 
12.9 
12.7 

4.4 
17.7 

6.5 
12.8 

9.7 
11.9 
19.7 

9.5 
17.7 


24.2 
16 
21.1 
22.7 


%  Normal. 


86.5 

82.4 

75.6 

72.5 

76.9 

74.5 

67.6 

77.3 

61.2 

69.4 

65.2 

61.5 

66.9 

66.2 

62.5 

63.3 

50 

65.3 

50 

78.6 

60.6 

64 

42.1 

68.2 


%  Overage. 


5.6 

7.2 
13.3 

9.2 
16.2 
13.1 
21.8 

7.8 
25.9 
17.9 
30.4 
20.8 
26.6 
21 

27.8 
24.8 
30.3 
25.2 
42.3 
21.4 
15  .-2 
20 
36.8 

9.1 


2.543 


11.7 


69.7 


18.6 


Eates  of  Promotion  in  Elementary  Schools. 

Several  reasons  for  rapid  or  slow  rate  of  progress  in  the  schools 
are  usually  given  as  follows:  Attendance;  Personal  Health;  Mental 
Capacity;  Physical  Condition;  Interest,  and  Date  of  Entrance. 
Pupils  who  are  in  good  health  and  regular  in  attendance  are  ex- 
pected to  progress  rapidly.  The  schools  are  responsible  only  to  the 
extent  that  mentally  normal  pupils  are  in  physical  condition,  and 
are  in  regular  attendance.  The  greatest  hindrance  to  progress  in 
our  schools  is  physical  defect  such  as  deafness,  poor  sight,  inadequate 
Jiome  attention  and  decayed  teeth. 

For  several  years  the  board  of  education  has  voted  not  to  have 
physical  examinations  in  our  schools.  We  have,  therefore,  no  accu- 
rate data  as  to  the  extent  of  physical  defect.  Extreme  cases  are 
found  in  every  room.  The  superintendent,  principals  and  teachers 
have  taken  the  matter  up  with  parents  who  in  turn  usually  have  given 
little  attention  to  the  needs  of  the  child. 

Figures  showing  promotion  during  any  particular  year  are  of  little 
value  unless  we  know  the  standard  required  in  each  grade.  In  1914-15 
there  was  actually  no  definition  of  work  to  be  covered  by  any 
grade.  The  year  1915-16  Avas  largely  devoted  to  the  writing  of  a 
broad,  suggestive,  yet  definite  syllabus  for  all  subjects.  During  the 
latter  part  of  that  year  the  syllabus  was  being  used  although  the 
different  grade-groups  were  in  many  cases  one  year  behind  the  stand- 
ard. The  syllabus  has  been  followed  during  the  past  year  and  as  yet 
no  adverse  criticism  of  it  has  been  offered.  In  measuring  up  to  the 
15 
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standard,  at  least  one  and  one-half  years'  work  has  been  done  during 
1916-17  by  nearly  all  grades  beyond  the  third.  This  is  on  excellent 
record  considering  the  late  opening  and  the  many  interruptions. 

Our  eighth  grades  this  year  measure  within  5%  of  the  standard 
requirements  for  entrance  to  the  best  high  schools  of  the  country. 
Before  receiving  elementary'  diplomas,  the  pupils  of  the  eighth  gi'ades 
have  been  required  to  pass  examinations  in  writing,  spelling,  arith- 
metic, geography,  English  and  history,  including  civics,  with  a  mini- 
mum of  70%.  Those  who  failed  in  any  subject  have  this  year  the 
chance  to  pass  a  similar  examinations  given  on  August  27th,  and 
receive  credit  accordingly.  No  one  will  be  allowed  to  enter  high 
school  Avho  is  deficient  in  more  than  one  eighth  grade  subject.  The 
reasons  for  these  requirements  are  obvious. 

After  a  pupil  has  spent  eight  years  in  the  elementary  school  he 
should  be  prepared  for  high  school.  If  the  standard  for  the  grades 
is  high  enough  pupils  will  have  no  difficulty  in  doing  secondary  work. 
Our  high  school  has  been  doing  too  much  elementary  work.  Pupils 
graduating  from  the  ward  schools  two  years  ago  could  not  meet  the 
present  requirements  at  G0%.  It  would  not  then  have  been  fair  to 
the  pupils  to  require  60%.  They  entered  high  school  and  realizing 
how  poorly  prepared  the}'  were,  dropped  out  of  school.  If  the  present 
policy  is  continued  and  a  corresponding  one  maintained  in  high 
school,  all  pupils  will  feel  the  need  of  working  throughout  the  year 
and  of  earning  credit  rather  than  being  donated  credit.  Hereafter 
a  minimum  passing  mark  of  75%  in  standard  tests  should  be  re- 
quired of  all  pupils  in  the  8th  grade  of  the  elementary  schools  before 
receiving  their  diplomas  or  being  allowed  to  enter  high  school  uncon- 
ditionally. Then  with  four  years  of  good  high  school  work,  our 
pupils  will,  when  they  graduate,  be  able  to  meet  any  requirements 
for  entrance  which  may  be  set  by  higher  institutions. 

When  considering  the  more  strenuous  requirements  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  work  of  the  elementary  schools,  we  are  especially 
.pleased  to  report  that  forty-eight  pupils  passed  all  eighth  grade  sub- 
jects last  June ;  and  that  twenty-seven  pupils  passed  all  but  one  sub- 
ject. The  more  strenuous  requirements  are  causing  pupils  who  did 
not  pass  satisfactorily  to  spend  some  time  in  studying  during  the 
present  vacation  in  preparation  for  examinations  on  August  27th, 
as  indicated  above.  We  are  permitting  such  examinations  this  year 
on  account  of  any  unfairness  which  might  appear  and  to  stimulate 
the  pupils  toward  more  strenuous  study.  I  would  not,  however,  offer 
such  examinations  another  year.  To  avoid  any  mistake  in  ideas  with 
reference  to  our  examinations,  I  desire  to  state  that  I  consider  such 
tests  necessary  for'  the  purpose  of  determining  the  standard  of  the 
work  done  by  particular  teachers  and  schools  rather  than  by  the 
pupils  themselves. 
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Labor  Certificates  Issued,  191G-17, 

Vocational  certificates  issued  from  July  1,  1916  to  July,  1917,  32 

Permanent  certificates  issued  from  July  1,  1916  to  July,  1917,  51 
Domestic  service  certificates  issued  from  July  1,  1916  to  July, 

1917, 19 

Holders  of  permanent  certificates  who  are  not  yet  16  yrs.  old,  38 

No.  of  boys  under  16  jr&.  of  age  wlio  left  school  for  the  farm,  14 

Salary  Schedule. 

The  salary  schedule  for  the  elementary  schools  has,  of  course,  met 
with  the  requirements  of  the  law  of  1906,  but  has  not  kept  a  pace 
with  changing  conditions  in  the  cost  of  living.  The  maximum  salary 
for  grade  teachers  has  been  70%  per  month.  At  a  recent  special 
meeting  of  our  board  of  school  directors  it  was  suggested  that  revi- 
sion of  the  salary  schedule  be  drawn  up  for  adoption  at  the  next 
regular  meeting.  We  shall  hope  that  the  maximum  monthly  salary 
for  teachers  of  the  first  six  grades  will  not  be  lower  than  |90  per 
month. 

Night  Schools. 

During  the  past  year  for  the  first  time,  night  schools  were  estab- 
lished in  connection  with  our  public  schools.  We  had  to  begin  in  a 
s(<mewhat  limited  way  because  of  funds.  Our  problem  was  the  mak- 
ing of  citizens.  Sixty-six  men  and  women  were  in  as  regular  attend- 
ance for  five  months  as  their  occupations  would  permit.  All  were 
able  to  make  rapid  progress.  There  was  a  class  of  beginners  and  a 
group  who  were  working  for  their  final  papers.  I  am  told  that 
twenty-three  passed  in  their  final  examinations,  largely  as  a  result  of 
our  work. 

These  men  and  women  are  diligent  students  and  work  with  all  their 
might.  This  project  has  had  but  its  beginning.  Next  winter  we 
should  go  farther  toward  providing  night  schools,  not  only  for  for- 
eigners but  for  those  who  seriously  feel  the  need  of  better  preparation 
for  efficient  service. 

Manual  training  should  become  vocational  training  not  only  dur- 
ing the  day  but  should  extend  to  the  evening  school.  This  is  a  voca- 
tional center,  and  the  schools  must  provide  instruction  to  meet  the 
needs  of  our  people. 

The  Household  Arts  Department  should  broaden  out  and  offer 
courses  to  the  young  women  now  employed  in  the  stores  and  fac- 
tories. There  is  as  much  need  for  household  arts  evening  classes  as 
for  the  four-years'  course  in  high  school  which  has  received  such 
hearty  approval  during  the  past  year. 

15—11—1917 
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Physical  Training, 

In  my  opinion  no  department  of  our  work  should  be  emphasized 
more  than  physical  training.  Athletic  games  and  contests  between 
DuBois  high  school  and  other  schools  should  be  encouraged  and  sup- 
ported even  more  than  at  present,  providing  that  all  contestants 
qualify  in  schokistic  attainments  as  well  as  in  physical  force.  But 
this  phase  of  the  work  is  too  limited.  Every  pupil  in  our  schools 
should  have  proper  recreative  physical  training,  not  too  formal  in 
nature. 

Here  is  where  a  physical  director  is  most  needed  to  work  through 
the  teachers  toward  the  well  being  of  every  boy  and  girl  in  our  schools. 
He  could  satisfy  the  need  in  all  of  our  schools.  He  should  not  be  a 
mere  coach.  Some  members  of  the  faculty  in  each  school  could  assist 
in  this  work  under  the  leadership  of  the  physical  director.  We  should 
have  a  gymnasium  in  every  school.  Until  the  time  arrives  when  such 
can  be  provided,  on  each  night  that  the  high  school  gymnasium  is 
not  otherwise  needed,  it  could  be  at  the  service  of  our  men  and  women 
who  need  physical  training  beyond  that  provided  anywhere  in  the 
city. 

Libraries. 

I  have  spoken  so  often  of  our  need  of  a  public  librai*y.  We  have 
two  hospitals  to  care  for  the  sick,  but  no  place  to  properly  attract 
the  children  and  young  people  of  this  city.  Our  greatest  present 
need  is  the  public  library,  not  alone  to  help  the  schools  in  their  work, 
but  to  provide  more  adequately  for  those  who  are  not  in  school.  It 
is  no  wonder  that  our  people  are  not  keeping  up  to  date,  and  are 
not  thinking  beyond  that  which  is  suggested  in  the  daily  papers.  I 
am  reminded  at  this  point  to  suggest  that  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  should  determine  minimum  library  requirements  for  high 
schools  of  this  Commonwealth;  and  should  if  possible  aim  to  secure 
legislation  which  would  provide  some  State  aid,  at  least  for  school 
libraries. 

Teachers'  Meetings. 

During  the  past  two  years  all  of  our  teachers  have  assembled  for 
study  in  education  at  least  once  each  month.  Principals  have  met 
and  conferred  at  the  superintendent's  office,  once  each  month.  The 
results  of  the  teachers'  meetings  have  been  most  gratifying.  We  have 
been  thinking  of  matter  of  mutual  interest.  Our  efforts,  aims  and 
ends  in  education  have  been  unified.  Through  these  meetings  our 
educational  policy  has  been  worked  out.  We  have  allowed  none  of 
this  time  to  be  spent  in  details  of  administration.  Those  details  have 
been  considered,  as  far  as  necessary,  at  the  monthly  faculty  meetings 
in  each  school.    Our  chief  aim  has  been  to  help  the  teacher  while  in 
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the  service,  to  reach  his  or  her  highest  efficiency,  and  to  emphasize 
and  clearly  establish  standards  that  must  be  met  both  in  quantity 
and  quality. 

Teacliers'  Institute. 

Last  year  for  the  first  time,  a  local  teachers'  institute  was  con- 
ducted on  a  legal  basis  as  far  as  the  instruction  was  concerned. 
Teachers,  however,  were  not  paid  for  the  time  spent  at  institute  as 
the  law  provides.  Since  that  time  the  board  of  education  has  passed 
a  resolution  providing  for  all  legal  requirements.  The  institute  this 
year  is  to  be  held  during  the  week  preceding  the  opening  of  the 
schools.  Able  instructors  have  been  provided  for  that  occasion.  I 
am  pleased  to  report  that  we  can  now  conduct  our  institute  in  a 
manner  more  beneficial  to  the  teachers,  both  financially  and  intel- 
lectually, and  that  the  schools  will  be  benefited  accordingly. 

The  Junior  High  School. 

Our  need  of  a  junior  high  school  has  been  considered  during  the 
past  year.  The  name  of  "Junior  High  School"  arose  through  the 
discussion  of  our  needs  rather  than  through  any  suggestion  on  the 
part  of  the  superintendent.  Such  a  school  includes  pupils  of  the 
7th,  8th  and  9th  years,  and  is  not,  strictly  speaking,  the  organiaa- 
tion  best  fitted  to  the  needs  of  our  city  at  present.  We  are  aiming 
at  the  highest  degree  of  economical  efficiency  by  providing  for  a  more 
constant  use  of  all  parts  of  our  high  school  building  at  present,  and 
for  a  better  organization  and  equipment,  essential  to  the  adequate 
progress  of  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  7th  and  8th  years.  A  centralized 
system  of  schools,  in  as  far  as  it  can  be  realized  in  a  given  situation, 
means  a  tremendous  saving  of  the  peoples  money,  and  renders  to  the 
children  far  better  service.  I  should  not  be  opposed  to  a  junior  high 
school  for  DuBois  if  this  is  what  the  people  want.  On  the  other  hand, 
1  firmly  believe  that  the  proposition  submitted  by  the  board  to  the 
people  on  Feb.  6,  1917,  is  the  best  proposition  which  can  be  suggested 
at  present.  In  no  way  does  it  involve  a  waste  of  money.  In  case 
DuBois  continues  to  increase  in  size,  and  at  a  latter  date  requires 
additional  school  buildings,  we  need  exactly  what  was  asked  for,  and 
I  believe  that  our  people  will  favor  the  identical  proposition  when- 
ever they  have  the  opportunity  of  voting  again. 

I  desire  to  be  on  record  as  having  said  that  the  opponents  of  the 
proposition  last  February  will  be  the  strongest  supporters  of  it  when 
it's  merits  are  better  understood. 

When  school  opens  on  Sept.  10th,  we  shall  have  to  resort  to  part 
time  in  the  lower  grades  in  the  first  and  fifth  wards,  and  possibly  in 
seme  of  the  other  elementary  schools.  Every  available  room,  suitable 
for  school  purposes,  has  been  occupied  during  the  past  year.    We  can 
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avoid  a  part  time  program  onl}'  by  overcrowded  rooms  in  many  in- 
stances, next  year.  Two  or  three  more  elementary  teachers  may  be 
required  when  schools  open  than  have  been  elected.  We  are  waiting 
to  determine  more  accurately  our  problem  before  involving  the  least 
unnecessary  expenses. 

Organization  of  Elementary  Groups. 

In  practice  it  seems  to  be  the  natural  outcome  that  one  grade  re- 
ceived less  attention  than  the  other  when  two  distinct  grades  are  in 
the  same  room.  In  this  I  do  not  refer  to  group  teaching  where  there 
are  two  or  more  groups  in  a  room,  none  of  which  is  more  than  one- 
half  year  ahead  or  behind  another  group.  During  the  year  1915-16 
many  rooms  in  our  schools  contained  two  distinct  grades  where  prac- 
tically none  of  the  work  could  be  in  common.  We  found  that  either 
one  or  the  other  grade  was  very  deficient  at  the  end  of  the  year.  We 
have  tried  to  organize  the  pupils  so  that  in  the  same  room  they  would 
at  least  belong  to  the  same  grade,  although  jjerhaps  the  groups  would 
be  one-half  year  apart.  During  the  coming  year  we  are  avoiding  two 
grades  in  a  room  in  eveiy  instance.  This  will  be  far  pleasanter  for 
the  children  and  helpful  to  the  teacher. 

School  Record. 

The  board  of  education  is  to  be  highly  commended  for  its  attitude 
one  year  ago,  favoring  the  purchase  of  such  needed  supplies  as  would 
establish  a  permanent'  record  system  in  our  schools.  Educational  ex- 
perts all  over  the  United  States  have  shown  the  inadequacj^  of  any 
system  which  does  not  provide  for  a  pupil's  record  of  attendance  and 
scholarship  being  filed  in  one  place  year  after  year,  apart  from  the 
records  of  all  other  pupils.  The  system  adopted  is  recommended  by 
the  National  Education  Association,  and  is  coming  into  general  use. 
The  history  of  each  and  every  one  of  our  pupils  will  hereafter  be 
found  on  file  in  the  superintendent's  office. 

Conclusion. 

We  have  been  doing  so  many  things  during  the  past  two  years  to 
promote  educational  interests  in  this  city  that  I  have  been  able  to 
mention  only  the  more  important  features  of  our  work. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
cooperation  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, the  members  of  the  board  of  education,  all  departments 
of  the  school  system  and  of  all  agencies  assisting  in  the  arduous  and 
exacting  work  of  the  year.  Through  this  cooperation  our  school  sys- 
tem has  made  far  greater  progress  toward  efficiency  and  standardiza- 
tion than  can  be  estimated  at  this  time. 
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DUNMORE— C.  F.  Hoban. 


Despite  the  lioudicap  caused  by  the  late  opening  of  school,  we  had 
a  very  satisfactory  year  in  every  respect.  The  year  closed  with  less 
retardation  than  any  year  in  the  history  of  the  town.  The  entry 
ot  our  country  into  the  war,  together  with  the  increased  cost  of  living, 
presents  a  problem  in  the  enforcement  of  the  child  labor  law  which 
is  a  difficult  one  to  handle.  There  are  numerous  homes  in  this  town 
that  are  sadly  in  need  of  the  earnings  of  the  children.  The  children, 
if  permitted  to  work  during  the  summer  vacation,  could  be  of  great 
help  to  their  poor  parents.  The  labor  officials  seem  to  feel  it  a  con- 
scientious duty  to  be  more  active  during  the  summer  months  than 
any  other  throughout  the  year.  I  can  see  no  harm  to  the  child  (over 
12  years  of  agei,  in  working  during  the  summer  vacation.  On  the 
contrary,  it  will  be  a  benefit  to  him  in  many  ways.  He  can  be  taught 
the  dignity  of  labor,  the  value  of  a  dollar ;  the  responsibility  of  sharing 
the  burdens  of  home.  He  can  be  kept  out  of  mischief  and  saved  from 
becoming  a  criminal.  I  have  seen  boys  and  girls  discharged  from 
stores  during  the  present  summer  because  of  the  senseless  activity 
ot  the  Factory  Deputies.  This,  to  my  mind,  is  an  absolute  injury  to 
the  boys  and  girls.  TTiere  is  an  education  in  the  atmosphere  of  a 
store.  I  can  conceive  of  nothing  that  will  so  lielp  children  in  mathe- 
matics, geography  and  practical  English  as  the  experience  of  selling 
and  delivering  the  articles  sold.  One  of  the  finest  maps  I  have  ever 
seen  made  in  a  school  came  from  the  ingenuity  of  a  boy  attending  the 
continuation  school.  He  was  employed  in  a  grocery  store  and  noted 
the  articles  most  commonly  sold.  He  made  a  world  map  with  North 
and  South  America  in  the  center.  He  placed  Europe  and  Africa  to 
the  right  and  Asia  and  Australia  to  the  left.  From  Dunmore  he 
drew  lines  to  the  places  in  these  countries  from  which  the  articles 
came.  Out  of  this  has  grown  a  kind  of  hand  geography  that  has 
solved  the  troubles  of  slow  children.  Similar  maps  are  made  showing 
the  markets  to  which  the  coal  mined  in  Dunmore  is  shipped  and  the 
]>oints  at  which  the  stoves  and  other  articles  manufactured  in  Dun- 
more, are  marketed.  The  certificate  law  could  be  suspended  during 
the  summer  months  witJiout  the  interests  wliich  it  was  intended  to 
serve,  sufferiug.  I  sincerely  feel  it  should  be  done  in  the  interests  of 
the  poor  people  who  need  the  financial  help  of  children  that  the  law 
keeps  on  the  streets  in  summer. 
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Community  singing  has  become  an  established  institution  here. 
Three  were  held  during  the  winter  mouths  and  so  great  was  the 
interest  that  on  each  occasion  more  people  were  turned  away  than 
gained  entrance  to  the  auditorium.  The  first  was  of  a  miscellaneous 
character.  The  second  was  devoted  to  church  music.  Every  church 
choir  in  the  town  took  part,  each  choir  singing  two  numbers.  All 
the  choirs  later  united  in  the  singing  of  Onward  Christian  Soldiers, 
Holy  Night  and  Come  All  Ye  Faithful.  On  this  occasion  the  Erie 
Band  gave  a  program  of  six  numbers.  The  high  water  mark  was 
reached  on  the  evening  of  May  4th,  when  a  program  was  given  the 
selections  of  which  were  taken  from  Pennsylvania  composers.  This 
program  was  the  result  of  long  and  patient  study  and  so  much  in- 
terest was  generated  that  only  one-third  the  people  who  desired  to 
hear  it  was  permitted  to  do  so.  The  program  revealed  the  fact  that 
Pennsylvania  has  reason  to  feel  proud  of  her  native  sons.  Her  com- 
posers have  made  a  greater  contribution  to  American  music  than 
those  of  any  other  state  in  the  union.  If  every  school  district  in  the 
State  would  emphasize  Pennsylvania's  achievement  in  music,  and  in 
literature  and  art  and  education,  our  children  would  have  a  greater 
love  for  their  state  and  our  nation,  a  greater  regard  for  Pennsylvania. 
The  program  on  that  occasion  was  as  follows: 

Program. 

1.  Patriotic:  (a)  National,  "Hail  Columbia" — Joseph  Hopkinsou 
and  Philip  Phyle,  both  of  Philadelphia,  (b)  State,  "Peujisylvania" — 
J.  E.  Barrett  and  Fred  Benjamin,  both  of  Scranton.  High  school 
chorus  and  audience. 

2.  Selections  from  "The  Fortune  Teller,"  by  Victor  Herbert,  for 
years  director  of  the  Pittsburgh  Orchestra  and  a  loyal  Penusylvanian. 
High  School  Orchestra. 

3.  College.  "Red  and  Blue,"  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  Song. 
Music  composed  by  William  Goeckel,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  who  will 
accompany.    High  School  Chorus. 

4.  Violin,  (a)  Narcissus.  Ethelbert  Nevin,  born  in  Sewickley. 
J   Bert  Watrous, 

5.  Piano,  (a)  Afterglow.  S.  Tudor  Strang,  Philadelphia.  Mildred 
Monninger.  (b)  Little  Mermaid.  Camille  W.  Zeckwer,  Director 
Philadelphia  Musical  Academy.  Two  pianos  with  solo  and  chorus, 
J.  Bert  Watrous,  girls'  chorus,  M.  Monninger  and  Edna  Jones. 

6.  Whistling  Solo.  "Listen  to  the  Mocking  Bird."  Septimus  Win- 
ner, of  Philadelphia,  who  wrote  under  the  pen  name  of  Alice  Haw- 
thorne. 

7.  Male  Chorus,  "TTie  Armorer."    George  B.  Nevin,  Easton. 
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8.  Ladies'   Chorus,   ''Shandon  Bells."     George  B.   Nevin,   Easton. 
High  school  students. 

9.  ''The  Crusaders."  Composed  in  Scranton  by  Richard  Beamish 
and  Dan  Protheroe,  former  residents. 

10.  Duet  (soprano  and  alto)  "Whispering  Hope,"  Septimus  Win- 
ner.   Misses  M.  and  C.  Barrett. 

11.  Voice.  1.  Soprano  (a)  "Aria  from  Naughty  Marietta,"  Victor 
Herbert,  (b)  "Land  of  the  Sky  Blue  Water,"  Charles  Wakefleld  Cad- 
man,  born  in  Johnstown.  Martha  Matthews  Owens  and  semi-chorus. 
II.  Contralto  (a)  "The  Rosary,"  Ethelbert  Nevin.  Catherine  Bar- 
rett. III.  Tenor  (a)  "Come  Where  My  Love  Lies  Dreaming,"  Stephen 
Collins  Foster,  born  in  Pittsburgh,  America's  greatest  follv  song 
writer,  (b)  "The  Duel,"  W.  W.  Gilchrist,  Philadelphia.  M.  J.  Jen- 
nings and  male  chorus.  IV.  Baritone  (a)  "Lullaby,"  words  by  Dr. 
H.  A.  Clarke,  U.  of  Pa.  Music  by  G.  R.  Combs,  (b)  "With  Pleasure 
Have  I  Passed  My  Days,"  Francis  Hopkinson.  This  song  has  never 
been  published.  The  copy  was  made  from  the  original  in  the  Boston 
Library  by  Harold  Vincent  Milligan,  through  whose  courtesy  its  use 
is  permitted  on  this  occasion.    E.  J.  Payton. 

12.  (a)  "You  May  Have  the  Joybells,"  by  W.  J.  Kirkpatrick,  of 
Philadelphia,  famous  composer  of  church  music,  (b)  "Ben  Bolt," 
Thomas  Dunn  English.    Dunmore  Glee  Club. 

13.  Folk  Songs:  (a)  Kentucky  Home;  (b)  Old  Black  Joe;  (c) 
Massa  in  the  Cold  Ground;  (d)  Old  Folks  at  Home,  Stephen  Collins 
Foster.    Audience. 

14.  Victrola  Records.  Pennsylvania  Artists:  (a)  Comin'  Thro' 
the  Rye,  Florence  Hinkle,  Philadelphia;  (b)  Lullaby  (Brahms),  Elsie 
Laker,  Philadelphia;  (c)  Mon  Coeur  S'ouvre  a  ta  Voix  (Saint  Saens), 
Louise  Homer,  Pittsburgh;  (d)  Thine  Eyes  So  Blue  and  Tender  (Las- 
sen), John  Barnes  Wells,  Wilkes-Barre ;  (e)  Danny  Deever  (Dam- 
rosch),  David  Bispham,  Philadelphia. 

The  school  children  and  townspeople  have  responded  splendidly 
to  the  Preparedness  Movement.  Every  available  lot  in  the  town 
is  planted.  The  high  school  students  have  planted  a  half-acre  plot 
with  potatoes  and  turnips  for  the  poor  of  the  town.  The  teachers 
liave  organized  a  Red  Cross  unit  and  are  giving  one  day  a  week  to 
sewing  and  knitting.  They  also  gave  their  services  in  the  Red  Cross 
campaign  fund.  The  high  school  girls  took  up  the  entire  enroll- 
ment of  women  in  the  Food  Conservation  movement.  The  high  school 
boys  formed  a  battalion  for  military  training  and  procured  the  serv- 
ices of  Major  E.  H.  Fellows,  of  Glenburn,  who  has  drilled  them  twice 
a  week.  The  boys  were  trained  in  marching,  setting  up  exercises  and 
everything  necessary  for  Home  Guard  service.  This  movement  was 
started  for  its  physical  benefits  solely.    There  is  to  be  no  rifle  training. 
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On  May  5th  the  Anthracite  Arts  Association  of  Northeastern  Penn- 
sylvania held  its  spring  meeting  here.  Although  the  weather  was 
iiiclement,  over  200  drawing,  cooking,  sewing,  manual  training,  music 
and  continuation  school  teachers  were  in  attendance.  Department 
meetings  were  held  for  drawing,  music,  manual  training,  domestic 
science  and  art,  and  continuation  school.  The  sessions  of  each  were 
highly  interesting  and  very  instructive.  The  following  representa- 
tives from  the  State  Department  of  Education  were  present :  Messrs. 
Beck,  Zweibel  and  Hackett.  Mr.  James  A.  Pratt,  of  the  Williamson 
Trade  School,  was  one  of  the  speakers  at  the  general  session. 

The  closing  exercises  took  place  on  May  31st,  when  44  young  people 
were  graduated.  The  exercises  were  put  ahead  one  month  because 
nearly  all  the  graduates  had  found  positions.  Dr.  E.  E.  Sparks,  of 
State  College,  was  the  commencement  speaker. 


DUQUESNE— C.  H.  Wolford. 


Despite  tlie  handicap  of  the  late  start  incident  to  the  State-wide 
quarantine,  almost  all  of  our  plans  for  the  j-ear  liave  been  carried  to 
successful  fruition.  The  entire  projected  term  of  nine  months  was  com- 
pleted in  all  departmeiits  of  our  schools.  The  term  ended  on  June 
22.  Aside  from  the  general  inconvenience  imposed  by  the  month  of 
forced  respite,  no  peculiar  hindrances  operated  farther  and  we 
believe  the  year  one  of  the  most  successful  and  progressive  in  the 
history  of  the  schools,  marked  by  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the 
entire  teaching  corps  and  the  inspiration  of  a  live  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. 

The  boroughs  of  Swissvale,  Braddock,  and  Duquesne  united  for 
their  first  tri-boro  institute,  a  portion  of  which  was  held  in  each 
place,  and  at  four  ditferent  times,  but  all  during  the  first  three 
laonths  of  the  term.  The  following  constituted  the  corps  of  instruct- 
ors, which  we  consider  an  especially  strong  one: 

Dr.  Edwin  E.  Sparks,  President  of  State  College. 
Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Executive  Secretary  of  State  Board  of  Edu- 
cation. 

Dr.  Arthur  Holmes,  Dean,  State  College. 

Prof.  Frank  E.  Baker,  Principal  Edinboro  State  Normal  School. 

Supt.  Robert  C.  Shaw,  Westmoreland  County  Schools. 
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Dr.  Thomas  S.  Lowden,  College  of  Education,  Ohio  State  Univer- 
sity. 

Dr.  W.  M.  Pierce,  Superintendent  of  Kidgway  Schools. 

Fred  Bale,  Esq.,  Ex-Judge  of  Court  for  Delinquents,  Columbus, 
Ohio. 

The  plan  was  successful  beyond  our  anticipations,  was  highly  sat- 
isfactory to  all  and  will  be  adhered  to  during  the  present  year. 

The  needs  of  our  rapidly  growing  community  for  more  school 
accommodations  are  becoming  apparent.  Although  our  fine  new 
high  school  building  has  been  occupied  but  three  years,  it  will  be 
filled  to  capacity  during  the  coming  term.  Already  a  new  building 
for  grade  pupils  is  being  projected  and  will  be  erected  within  the 
next  two  years.  Altogether  independent  of  this  immediate  need,  six- 
teen lots  have  been  purchased  in  a  section  where  a  school  building 
will  be  a  necessity  within  the  next  few  years.  It  is  a  matter  for 
congratulation  to  our  city  that  the  Board  of  Education  is  antici- 
pating its  need  of  buildings  and  locations  for  buildings  while  they 
may  be  gotten.  Our  Board  has  a  tradition  that  many  of  the  ills  with 
which  schools  may  be  afflicted  can  be  obviated  by  preventing  an 
overcrowded  or  even  a  crowded  condition.  I  believe  that  more  school 
boards  in  the  Commonwealth  could  be  more  severely  condemned  for 
lack  of  foresight  in  regard  to  school  building  needs  than  for  any 
other  single  matter  under  their  control. 

Kecognizing  the  greatly  increased  cost  of  living  our  teachers  both 
grade  and  high  school  have  been  given  three  different  salary  increases 
that  total  fifteen  dollars  per  month  in  the  case  of  each.  Each  of 
our  high  school  teachers  during  the  coming  year  will  receive  $1,290 
for  the  term  of  nine  months.  The  minimum  and  maximum  salaries 
for  the  teachers  in  each  grade  will  be  as  follows: 

Minimum.     Maximum. 

First  Grade, .$60  |85 

Second  Grade,  60  80 

Third  Grade,   60  80 

Fourth  Grade,  60  80 

Fifth  Grade, 60  80 

Sixth  Grade, 60  90 

Seventh  Grade,   60  90 

Eighth  Grade,   60  95 

Our  schools  are  gradually  becoming  more  efficient  in  meeting  the 
needs  of  this  busy  community,  and  every  effort  has  been  made  to 
render  the  courses  of  study  as  adaptable  as  possible.  Our  teachers 
are  making  more  careful  preparation  for  their  work  and  are  becom- 
ing more  skillful.     During  the  year  only  five  of  the  ninety-one  em- 
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ployed  taught  on  provisional  certificates,  all  the  others  having  cer- 
tificates of  a  higher  grade.  With  the  influence  that  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  is  exerting  for  the  better  preparation  of  teach- 
ers, we  believe  that  within  a  few  years  we  shall  be  able  completely  to 
eliminate  the  provisional  certificate  from  among  our  corps  of  teachers. 
In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Departemnt  of 
Public  Instruction  for  its  kindly  and  beneficial  assistance  during 
the  year. 


EASTON— Robert  E.  Lararay. 


Our  school  enrollment  for  the  year  1916-17  showed  an  increase  of 
450,  of  which  138  was  in  the  high  school,  where  the  total  enrollment 
was  729.  Either  a  new  building  or  relief  through  a  new  grouping  on 
the  junior  school  plan  is  necessary.  Easton  was  hard  hit  by  the  school 
code.  The  school  district  formerly  used  the  city  assessed  values  but 
since  1911  has  had  to  use  the  county  values.  This  diminished  our 
income  nearly  $50,000  a  year  during  the  past  year.  The  board  has 
increased  the  millage  from  7^  to  10  for  next  year. 

Our  plans  to  give  all  children  a  fair  chance  through  special  schools, 
promotions  "on  trial"  and  summer  school  classes  have  worked  out 
well.  Each  of  these  plans  has  been  in  operation  three  years.  We  now 
have  six  of  the  special  schools  with  ten  teachers.  They  were  super- 
vised last  year  by  the  most  experienced  of  the  teachers  and  all  of 
the  children  in  them  were  tested  on  intelligence.  Summer  school 
classes  were  held  this  year  in  four  buildings.  Pupils  were  admitted 
or  assigned  from  grades  5-8  only. 

This  year  was  our  first  with  a  supervisor  of  physical  exercises.  A 
very  successful  exhibit  was  given  in  June  16  on  March  Field.  An 
assistant  in  drawing  was  added  last  year.  For  next  year  we  shall 
add  a  supervisor  of  primary  grades,  a  supervisor  of  penmanship  and 
possibly  an  assistant  in  music. 

The  schools  co-operated  with  the  Rotary  Club  of  Easton  in  a  very 
successful  business  show  designed  to  bring  the  industries  of  the  city 
before  the  people.  Educational  meetings  were  a  feature  of  the  week. 
The  exhibits  of  drawing  and  manual  work  were  especially  attractive 
and  received  much  attention. 

Interest  in  nature  study  has  greatly  increased.  A  very  practical 
form  was  the  development  of  school  gardens.  Ten  sections  of  about 
eleven  acres  in  all  were  divided  into  plots  20  feet  by  40  feet  and 
assigned  to  applicants.     In  addition  more  thai;  1,000  home  gardens 
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were  started  by  school  children.  The  city  paid  for  the  ploughing  and 
the  school  district  assumed  the  salary  of  the  supervisor,  Mr.  L.  M. 
Baker,  of  State  College. 

In  our  high  school  after  the  mid-year  examinations  the  experiment 
was  tried  of  sorting  the  students  somewhat  according  to  their  abili- 
ties. The  results  were  very  interesting  and  suggest  the  continuance 
of  the  plan.  The  poorer  students  seemed  to  benefit  by  the  scheme 
V  even  more  than  those  placed  in  the  advanced  sections.  The  school 
lias  given  much  assistance  in  placing  students  and  graduates  in 
positions. 

A  tree  census  of  all  the  shade  trees  in  the  city  was  made  by  our 
upper  grade  pupils.  The  boys  of  the  drawing  classes  in  the  high 
school  transferred  the  data  to  a  series  of  sectional  maps  supplied  by 
the  Shade  Tree  Commission.  This  commission  now  has  an  accurate 
record  of  the  location,  variety,  size  and  condition  of  all  shade  trees. 
The  work  was  of  much  value  to  the  many  young  people  engaged  on 
it  and  of  distinct  service  to  their  home  city. 

Cottingham  Park,  named  after  our  long  time  and  honored  prede- 
cessor, Dr.  William  White  Cottingham,  is  now  the  property  of  the 
district.  It  consists  of  more  than  eight  acres  and  adds  splendidly 
to  our  playground  and  athletic  equipment.  The  schools  are  co-operat- 
ing with  a  movement  to  establish  a  boy  scout  system  in  our  city. 
One  troop  is  directly  associated  with  the  work  of  our  Francis  A. 
March  building. 


ERIE— I.  B.  Bush. 


During  the  past  three  years  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  total 
enrollment  of  23  per  cent. ;  in  the  high  school  an  increase  in  enroll- 
ment of  76  per  cent.  The  increase  in  the  percentage  of  pupils  enrolled 
in  the  high  school  indicates  a  healthy  growth  in  school  sentiment 
w^hich  has  been  stimulated  largely  by  devoting  one  week  during  the 
year  to  what  is  known  as  High  School  Week  in  which  the  high  school 
pupils  visit  the  grade  schools  and  discuss  with  the  grammar  grade 
pupils  the  importance  of  a  high  school  education,  and  to  the  Follow 
I'p  Campaign  which  is  conducted  from  the  office  of  the  superintendent 
of  schools.  As  a  result  last  year  only  44  pupils  failed  to  enter  the 
Erie  High  Schools.  The  following  reasons  were  assigned:  3  moved 
from  the  city,  21  secured  employment,  6  were  to  ill  to  enroll,  9  were 
attending  other  secondary  schools,  5  were  kept  at  home  by  parents 
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to  assist  Avitli  liouseliold  duties.  It  will  be  noted  that  9  pupils  entered 
other  high  schools,  which  leaves  but  35  or  G.9S  per  cent,  who  failed 
tu  continue  their  education. 

Summer  schools  have  been  conducted  for  the  past  three  summers. 
During  the  summer  of  1916,  553  pupils  were  enrolled.  One  hundred 
eighty-five  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school  and  308  in  the  grades. 
In  the  summer  of  1917  the  School  Board  opened  four  additional 
centers,  making  five  in  all.  A  new  plan  was  inaugurated.  At  each 
center  a  work,  a  play  and  a  study  program  was  ottered.  Courses  in 
manual  and  house  hold  arts  were  given.  Playground  experts  were  in 
charge  of  the  organized  play,  and  regular  class  room  instruction 
was  given  by  a  selected  corps  of  teachers.  The  enrollment  at  the 
beginning  of  the  term  was  1,185  at  the  close  of  the  term  1,097 ;  average 
attendance  885.  Of  the  grade  school  pupils  where  the  old  plan  of  one 
teacher  to  the  grade  was  followed,  93.9  per  cent,  of  those  doing  ad- 
vanced work  were  successful  in  securing  promotion.  Of  the  pupils 
doing  review  work,  89.1  per  cent,  secured  promotion.  In  the  classes 
where  the  departmental  plan  of  instruction  was  followed,  92.7  per 
cent,  of  the  pupils  who  were  doing  advanced  work  were  successful 
in  securing  promotion.  Of  those  doing  review  work  92,8  per  cent, 
secured  promotion.  The  failures  by  subjects  in  the  summer  schools 
were  as  follows:  Arithmetic  13,  spelling  3,  language  5,  geography  8, 
U.  S.  history  2;  number  failing  to  make  average  per  cent,  for  pro- 
motion 18.  In  the  high  school  85  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  were  suc- 
cessful in  securing  promotion. 

During  the  summer  of  1916  an  expert  in  gardening  was  employed 
to  supervise  school  and  home  gardens.  Gardens  were  conducted  at 
eight  centers  with  342  pupils  cultivating  school  plots.  In  the  summer 
of  1917  gardens  are  being  conducted  at  nine  different  schools  with 
304  pupils  cultivating  plots.  On  August  18th  83.9  per  cent,  of  these 
gardens  were  rated,  as  successful.  About  five  acres  of  the  Athletic 
Field  are  being  cultivated  by  high  school  pupils.  Many  children  who 
did  not  cultivate  school  plots  cultivated  home  plots.  It  is  too  early 
yet  to  estimate  the  total  value  of  the  crops  raised  in  school  and 
home  gardens.  In  many  cases  as  much  as  |15  has  been  realized  from 
a  plot  15  feet  by  20  feet.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  the  amount  of  food 
produced  this  year  will  be  very  materially  increased  by  the  interest 
thus  stimulated. 

The  reorganization  of  the '  manual  arts  and  domestic  arts  work 
has  already  been  planned  for  the  year  1917-18.  It  is  proposed  to 
inaugurate  prevocational  and  vocational  courses,  in  connection  with 
the  vocational  courses  to  establish  a  co-operative  scheme  of  industrial 
training  Many  of  the  manufacturers  have  agreed  to  co-operate  by 
using  student  apprentices  on  alternate  weeks.  The  vocational  courses 
which  will  be  offered  during  the  school  year  1917-18  are  as  follows: 
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Drafting,  cabinet  making,  pattern  making,  printing,  electrical  con- 
struction, sheet  metal,  and  machine  tool.  Mr.  E.  L.  Bowman,  who 
was  formerly  connected  with  the  State  Department  of  Education, 
has  been  secured  to  have  direct  charge  of  the  day  and  night  vocational 
schools. 

In  order  to  teach  the  children  the  habit  of  saving,  plans  are  com- 
pleted for  the  installation  of  savings  banks  in  ten  of  the  grade  schools 
during  the  coming  year.  This  is  part  of  the  plan  for  the  teaching 
of  thrift  in  the  school  system. 

During  the  past  three  years  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  reduce 
the  number  of  failures  in  the  school  system.  Statistics  showing  the 
number  of  promotions,  conditions  and  failures  from  Februai-y,  1915, 
to  June,  1917,  are  as  follows: 

Grades. 


Grades. 


Cond. 


Total. 


Failures. 


February,    1915,    . 
June,    1917,   Dept. 


88.3 
92.3 


6.2 
5.2 


94.5 
97.5 


5.5 
2.5 


High  School 


Pro. 


Failures. 


June,    1916, 
June,  1917, 


90.3 

92.2 


9.7 

7.8 


An  examination  of  this  report  shows  an  increase  in  promotions 
over  that  of  June,  1915,  of  5.2  per  cent.  The  failures  by  subjects  show 
n  decrease  in  the  number  of  failures  by  subjects  as  follows: 

Failures  by  Subjects  in  the  Grades. 


Arithmetic,  _. 

Spelling,   

Language,  „ 
Geography,  _ 
U.  S.  History 


The  decrease  in  the  number  of  failures  is  very  gratifying  when  we 
ti^ke  into  consideration  the  fact  that  this  year  there  were  2,032  more 
pupils  enrolled  in  the  Erie  schools  than  during  the  year  ending  June, 
1915.  The  excellent  results  obtained  are  due  to  the  well  directed 
efforts  of  both  principals  and  teachers. 
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A  comparative  study  of  tlie  retardation  of  the  pupils  iu  the  grades 
according  to  an  old  form  of  report  used  is  as  follows: 


Per  cent,    over 


Per  cent,    over  age, 


Per  cent,    over  age. 


1915. 


1916. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

45.2 

89.1 

39.9 

33.8 

31.2 

34.9 

Total. 


42.1 
36.9 
33.9 


A  new  form  of  report  was  used  last  year  which  shows  the  age 
of  the  pupil,  the  grade  of  the  pupil  and  the  number  of  years  spent  in 
school.  By  this  plan  more  accurate  data  were  secured  than  under 
the  old  plan.  According  to  this  study,  23,7  per  cent,  of  the  pupils 
were  ahead  of  the  grade,  52,9  per  cent,  were  regular  and  23.4  per  cent, 
were  slow. 

In  the  case  of  some  of  the  schools  last  year,  standard  tests  and 
measuring  scales  were  used.  In  one  of  the  schools  the  following 
results  were  obtained : 


Kansas  Silent  Reading  Test. 

The  tests  were  submitted  to  seven  grades,  5  were  from  .5  to  3.7 
points  above  the  standard,  2  were  from  .7  to  2.5  points  below  the 
standard. 

Starch  Arithmetical  Scale  A. 

The  Starch  Arithmetical  Scale  A  was  submitted  to  five  grades. 
All  the  grades  were  from  .4  to  2,5  points  above  the  standard. 

Starch  English  Grammar  Test. 

The  Starch  English  Grammar  Tests  Nos,  1,  2  and  3  were  submitted 
tt'  two  grades,  llie  classes  were  from  2.3  to  3,8  points  above  in  Test 
No.  1  and  from  G.7  to  9  points  above  in  Test  No.  2  and  from  4  to 
11. G  points  above  in  Test  No,  3. 

Starch  Reading  Test — Series  A. 

This  test  was  submitted  to  seven  grades.  Four  were  from  ,1  to 
.4  points  above  the  standard  in  speed  while  3  were  from  .1  to  ,9  points 
below  the  standard.  In  comprehension,  3  were  from  1  to  11.7  points 
above  the  standard  and  4  were  from  1  to  6  points  below  the  standard. 

The  results  given  above  are  obtained  in  a  school  where,  in  grades 
one  to  six,  93.6  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  were  promoted,  .7  per  cent, 
fiiiled  and  5.7  per  cent,  conditioned.    In  grades  seven  and  eight  organ- 
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ized  oil  the  departmental  plan,  98.1  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  were 
promoted,  .5  per  cent,  failed,  1,4  per  cent,  conditioned.  The  results 
of  the  tests  would  indicate  that  a  proper  academic  standard  is  being 
maintained. 


FARRELL— L.  R.  Eckles, 


The  work  of  the  schools  for  the  past  year  was  very  satisfactory. 
The  enrollment  for  the  year  was  2,130,  an  increase  of  288  over  last 
year.  Five  additional  teachers  were  hired  in  the  grades  and  one 
additional  teacher  in  the  high  school.  The  high  school  enrolled  170 
pupils  this  year.  The  graduating  class  numbered  27,  the  largest 
class  graduated  in  the  history  of  the  school. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  monthly,  at  which  the  school  work 
was  discussed  from  9  to  10  o'clock,  and  from  10  to  11  o'clock  the 
meeting  was  addressed  by  some  prominent  educator.  Some  of  those 
addressing  the  meetings  were:  Prof.  Morgan  Barnes  of  Grove  City 
College,  Dr.  Bates  of  Hiram  Collegie,  O.,  Dr,  Baker  of  Edinboro  State 
Normal,  Dr.  Elson  of  Tiel  College,  Dr.  J.  A,  Cooper  of  Edinboro  and 
Rev,  Diefenderfer  of  Sharon,  A  great  stimulus  was  given  by  these 
speakers  to  educational  work. 

There  were  182  girls  enrolled  in  the  Domestic  Science  Department 
the  past  year.  The  work  was  well  done.  By  a  resolution  of  the  Board 
ir  May,  1917,  they  established  "A  Household  Arts"  department, 
elected  an  extra  teacher  and  are  placing  the  department  under  the 
supervision  of  the  State. 

Playground  centers  at  two  places  were  conducted  by  five  competent 
instructors.  The  support  came  from  the  United  States  steel  works 
and  citizens  of  the  borough.  They  were  well  patronized,  over  500 
children  attending. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  was  enforced  during  the  year.  Five 
arrests  were  made  and  fines  imposed,  TTie  truant  officer  was  very 
efficient.  No  one  is  released  from  school  until  sixteen  years  of  age. 
We  can  enforce  this  more  easily  because  the  U,  S.  Steel  Company 
will  not  employ  anyone  under  that  age,  and  require  a  paper  from 
the  Supt.  of  Schools  stating  the  age. 

The  most  gratifying  results  in  our  schools  are:  Growth  of  the 
high  school,  which  has  reached  an  enrollment  of  176  despite  the 
opportunities  offered  for  work;  the  enlargement  of  the  curriculum 
16 
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offering  more  various  studies,  thereby  reducing  the  percentage  of 
those  quitting ;  the  interest  taken  by  the  board  of  education  in  making 
the  buildings  comfortable  and  of  good  appearance  and  in  honoring  all 
requisitions  needed  in  school  work. 


FRANKLIN— C.  E.  Carter. 


In  submitting  to  you  my  first  annual  report,  I  desire  to  state  that 
we  have  been  guided  in  our  work  as  superintendent  by  the  following 
basic  aims: 

(a)  To  have  the  course  of  study  which  the  pupils  pursue  grow  out 
of  their  present  and  probable  future  needs,  and  interests,  and  be 
directly  related  to  the  activities  of  life, 

(b)  To  have  the  best  teaching;  the  same  being  adapted  to  the 
ability,  grade  and  natural  interests  of  the  individual  child. 

(c)  To  develop  in  the  child  self-reliance,  industry,  trustworthiness 
—in  brief  the  power  to  be,  think  and  do, 

(d)  To  co-operate  with  the  patrons  of  the  schools,  and  with  all 
v;orthy  community  enterprises  which  may  tend  to  broaden,  enrich  and 
in  any  manner  assist  the  public  schools  in  performing  the  best  service 
for  the  community.  State  and  nation. 

Through  the  united  support  of  the  teachers,  patrons  and  pupils  we 
have  had  a  large  measure  of  success  in  furthering  these  aims.  All 
have  been  interested,  co-operative,  kind  and  progressive. 

This  spirit  is  most  imiJortant  in  furthering  public  education. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  begun,  and  are  planning  to  develop 
more  fully  during  the  ensuing  year  the  plan  of  supervised  study  in 
the  Junior  and  Senior  High  Schools,  and,  in  so  far  as  practicable, 
in  all  of  the  grades. 

Literary  Society  Work. 

It  has  been  our  puprpose  during  the  year  to  encourage  organized 
literary  society  work.  A  good  beginning  has  been  made  in  the  lower 
grades  and  in  the  high  schools.  This  is  to  supplement,  extend,  and 
enrich  the  work  in  reading,  and  public  speaking. 

The  composition  work  in  our  schools  so  far  as  practicable,  is  related 
to  community  industries,  and  interests.  Many  of  the  leading  corpora- 
tions gave  prizes  to  the  pupils  who  wrote  the  best  compositions  on 
"The  Made-in-Franklin  Exhibits;"  while  the  Board  of  Trade  gave 
prizes  in  a  Civic  Betterment  Essay  Contest  in  the  high  school. 
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General  Miller  and  wife  gave  $150  in  prizes  to  the  boys  and  girls 
in  the  manual  training  and  sewing  departments.  This  inducement 
aided  in  securing  better  results  in  these  departments. 

The  girls,  as  has  been  their  custom,  made  garments  for  the  needy 
children  of  Franklin.  The  materials  for  this  work  were  furnished  by 
the  Sunshine  Society. 

A  successful  beginning  was  made  of  conducting  an  evening  class  in 
cooking  for  certain  women  of  Franklin.    The  class  was  well  attended. 

We  made  an  earnest  effort  this  year  to  implant  deeply  the  principles 
of  patriotism.  To  encourage  this  movement  the  Board  purchased  a 
flag  for  each  school  room.  T"he  pupils  saluted  these  flags  daily,  giving 
the  oral  salute. 

The  children  have  been  trained  in  the  singing  of  patriotic  songs 
in  connection  with  their  other  music.  Patriotic  programs  have  been 
given  during  the  year  in  the  lower  grades  and  in  the  Junior  and 
Senior  High  Schools.  To  some  of  these  programs  we  have  invited  the 
several  patriotic  orders  of  our  city. 

Approves  Physical  Culture. 

The  Board  acted  wisely  in  establishing  the  position  of  supervisor 
cf  physical  education  in  the  public  schools.  The  physical  condition 
of  the  pupils  is  essential  in  securing  the  best  mental  improvement. 

The  work  in  Art  was  conducted  in  a  beneficial  and  efficient  manner. 
This  department  is  well  correlated  with  the  other  activities  of  the 
schools. 

We  report  a  good  spirit  in  the  high  school,  and  earnest  and  suc- 
cessful work  by  the  teachers  and  pupils.  The  same  condition  has 
prevailed  in  the  grades  below  the  high  school. 

Some  of  the  permanent  constructive  matters  which  have  been  begun 
during  the  jiresent  year  are  as  follows: 

1.  Instituted  professional  study  classes  for  the  teachers  in  the  high 
school  and  in  the  lower  grades.  This  work  tends  to  keep  the  teachers, 
principals  and  superintendent  thinking  and  teaching  along  modern 
lines  and  using  methods  which  are  approved  by  the  ablest  men  and 
women  in  the  teaching  profession. 

2.  Organized  and  began  active  co-operation  with  parent-teachers 
organizations  in  the  several  wards  of  our  city.  The  attendance,  in- 
terest and  co-operation  of  these  mutually  helpful  organizations  have 
been  excellent. 

3.  With  the  aid  of  the  teachers,  principals  and  secretary  of  the 
School  Board  a  manual  for  our  public  schools  has  been  prepared. 
This  manual  contains  the  general  rules  and  courses  of  study. 

By  the  adoption  of  this  manual  the  Board  has  conformed  to  the 
uniform  practice  of  other  good  schools  the  size  of  the  Franklin  system 
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and  furnished  a  basis  for  systematic,  well-graded,  correlated  and 
regulated  school  work.  It  is  the  framework  of  the  public  school 
system. 

4.  Through  correspondence  with  all  the  colleges,  technical  schools 
and  universities  to  which  the  pupils  of  the  Franklin  High  School 
Iiave  gone,  in  previous  years,  we  have  secured  statements  as  to  their 
requirements  for  entrance.  In  this  correspondence  we  explained  the 
nature  of  the  courses  which  are  offered  in  our  high  school  and  received 
statements  that  our  high  school  now  meets  their  several  requirements. 
The  students  of  the  high  school  have  all  been  notified  as  to  what 
studies  they  must  pursue  in  the  high  school  if  they  are  contemplating 
entering  college. 

5.  In  order  to  aid  the  pupils  who  are  seeking  advice  as  to  certain 
lines  of  work,  I  have  appointed  a  vocational  committee  to  give  such 
information  as  they  could  to  inquiring  pupils ;  and  to  put  such  pupils 
in  touch  with  practical  persons  along  the  line  in  which  these  pupils 
appear  interested.  The  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  certain 
lines  of  work — professions  or  business  are  explained,  and  the  pupils' 
attention  called  to  certain  basic  elements  which  are  fundamental  to 
success  in  any  profession  or  work.  This  committe  has  done  some 
valuable  work  during  the  past  year. 

Purpose  of  Survey. 

6.  Mr.  E.  L.  Bowman  was  invited  by  the  School  Board  to  make  a 
survey  of  the  industries  of  our  city.  This  he  did,  but  has  not  yet 
made  his  written  report  and  recommendations  to  the  Board.  The 
purpose  of  the  survey  was  to  determine  whether  a  need  existed  in 
Franklin  for  more  vocational  work  in  our  schools;  to  ascertain 
whether  there  was  a  real  demand  from  the  local  industries  for  young 
men  and  women  from  our  schools  to  take  up  apprenticeships  in  the 
several  industries;  or  whether  some  ^'part-time  plan,"  if  such  need 
existed,  could  not  be  worked  out  in  co-operation  with  the  State 
authorities.  Several  superintendents  of  local  industries  expressed 
a  desire  to  employ  suitable  young  men  from  our  schools  on  the  "part- 
time  plan."  When  we  hear  from  Mr.  Bowman,  a  definite  statement 
will  be  made  to  the  Board  in  this  matter. 

7.  A  complete  system  of  ethical  training  for  the  grades  was  sub- 
mitted during  the  year.  This  plan  calls  attention  each  month  to 
some  phase  of  moral  training,  such  as  kindness,  cleanliness,  obedience, 
courtesy,  manners,  self-control,  honor,  reverence,  etc.  By  uniform 
and  regular  teaching  along  these  lines  much  genuine  good  is  accom- 
plished. 

8.  The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  has  placed  our 
high  school  on  their  mailing  list  for  their  monthly  publications. 
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9.  Co-operating  with  the  librarian  of  the  Senior  High  School,  and 
using  the  "platoon  system/'  instruction  has  been  given  to  all  the 
Junior  High  School  pupils  as  to  the  contents  of  the  High  School 
Library,  how  to  use  and  treat  books,  the  correct  way  to  use  the  dic- 
tionary and  reference  books,  etc.  This  work  was  accomplished  at 
the  close  of  the  school  day. 

10.  We  have  submitted  to  a  committee  of  the  Board  a  written  in- 
vestigation made  in  many  places  of  the  matter  of  "Open  Air  Schools," 
and  asked  that  the  need  and  advisability  of  instituting  such  a  school 
(at  the  opportune  time)  in  Franklin  be  carefully  considered  by  the 
Board. 

11.  Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  State  Librarian  by 
which  our  teachers  may  avail  themselves  of  the  use  of  any  educational 
books  in  the  State  Library.  The  cost  to  be  the  payment  of  the  postage 
on  the  book  or  books.  Some  of  our  teachers  have  accepted  this  offer 
during  the  current  school  year. 


Plan  to  Aid  Teachers. 

12.  The  plans  which  we  have  employed  to  aid  the  tachers  while  in 
service  are: 

(a)  Professional  study  throughout  the  time  they  are  teaching. 

(b)  Issuing  visitation  slips  to  the  teachers  giving  constructive 
suggestions,  after  each  visit.  These  visitation  slips  record  the  com- 
mendable features  of  the  work;  that  which  needs  to  be  improved; 
and  any  constructive  matters  which  should  be  attended  to. 

(c)  Submitting  to  the  teachers  a  list  of  suggestions  entitled  "Some 
Conditions  Which  Prevail  in  a  Well-taught  School."  These  sugges- 
tions are  made  as  a  result  of  personal  experience,  study,  the  experi- 
ence of  others  in  the  teaching  profession  and  from  personal  inspec- 
tion of  school  room  activities. 

13.  Last  year  a  most  commendable  movement  was  begun  along 
agricultural  lines.  The  present  year  we  sought,  in  all  the  ways  that 
we  could  to  encourage  this  work,  and  to  have  the  Home  Garden  pro- 
ject conducted  during  this  spring  and  summer.  The  resutls  were,  in  a 
commendable  degree,  successful. 

14.  The  adoption  of  the  permanent  card  record  by  the  Board  this 
year,  was  a  necessary  and  progressive  act.  On  one  side  of  the  card, 
may  be  written  a  complete  record  of  the  pupil's  scholarship  for  each 
year  of  the  12  in  his  public  school  course ;  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
card  provision  is  made  for  a  physical  record  of  the  pupil  for  the  12 
years  of  his  public  school  career.  This  card  is  to  be  the  permanent 
record  for  the  pupil  from  t^e  first  grade  until  he  graduates,  or 
stops  school. 
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These  matters  are  some  of  the  constructive,  permanent  things 
which  have  been  instituted  or  accomplished  during  the  current  school 
year. 

A  policy  of  economy  in  keeping  with  the  proper  maintenance  of 
I)rogressive  schools  should  be  pursued  during  the  period  that  the 
United  States  is  at  war. 

The  following  matters  we  contemplate  bringing  to  the  attention 
of  the  Board,  through  the  proper  committees,  for  discussion  and 
action,  at  the  proper  time: 

Course  in  Agriculture. 

(a)  Putting  into  the  high  school  course  some  work  in  agriculture. 
The  study  of  a  good  text  would  be  a  beginning  in  this  important 
matter.  Co-operation  with  the  County  Agriculturalist  could  no  doubt 
be  secured  to  bring  the  practical  work  in  agriculture  to  the  attention 
of  the  high  school  pupils. 

Several  pupils  from  the  country  attend  our  high  school,  and  others 
would  be  induced  to  come  if  work  of  this  nature  were  offered  in  the 
high  school  curriculum. 

I  am  asking  that  the  Teachers  Committee  consider  the  matter  with 
the  high  school  principal  and  superintendent,  and  report  to  the  School 
Board. 

Penmanship. 

(b)  It  is  our  purpose  to  work  through  the  teachers  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  work  in  penmanship  in  the  lower  grades  and  high 
school  during  the  ensuing  year.  I  have  spoken  to  Prof.  Engh  about 
a  special  class  in  penmanship  for  the  high  school  pupils  next  year. 
Although  much  written  work  is  done  by  the  typewriter  yet  there  is 
always  a  demand  for  good  penmanship;  and  many  persons  neither 
own,  nor  learn  to  use  a  typewriter. 


Victrolas. 

(c)  The  Parent-Teachers'  Association  are  planning  to  put  victrolas 
in  the  several  buildings  during  the  ensuing  year.  An  excellent  be- 
ginning was  made  this  spring  at  the  Third  ward. 

A  victrola  tends  to  educate  the  pupil's  musical  taste  to  appreciate 
the  work  of  the  masters.  It  may  be  used  during  the  marching  exer- 
cises, and  when  Community  Programs  are  being  given  during  the 
year.  It  is  our  plan  to  use  the  buildings  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Board  in  a  proper  manner  for  legitimate  community  meetings. 
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Flag  Poles. 

(d)  The  matter  of  flag  poles  which  would  provide  for  a  proper 
displaj^  of  the  United  States  flag  has  been  recommended  to  the  Board 
ir  one  of  my  former  monthly  reports.  There  appear  to  be  diflicnlties 
in  displaying  the  flags  from  flag  poles  placed  on  the  top  of  the  build- 
ings; and  the  attempt  to  display  the  flag  by  means  of  hanging  it 
from  windows  of  the  school  buildings  or  upon  ropes  extending  from 
the  windows  to  trees  does  not  comport  with  patriotism,  or  the  mean- 
ing and  dignity  of  the  United  States  flag. 

Proper  Beading. 

(e)  Much  significance  is  attached  by  educators,  social  and  religious 
workers  to  proper  reading  by  young  people. 

In  a  large  sense  the  material  that  one  reads  tends  to  direct  his 
thinking,  and  "as  one  thinketh  in  his  heart  so  is  he."  I  am  asking  the 
Board  to  consider  the  matter  of  extending  the  privileges  of  the  High 
School  Library  to  the  Junior  High  School  and  making  provision  for 
appropriate  books  for  these  pupils  by  means  of  such  appropriation 
from  3'ear  to  j^ear  as  the  Board  may  consider  best  to  make. 

Perhaps  the  Board  might  consider  it  a  better  plan  to  start,  in  a 
modest  way,  by  a  small,  permanent  appropriation  for  a 'Junior  High 
School  Libraiy  at  the  Union  Building.  In  a  large  majority  of  the 
leading  schools  of  our  country  provision  is  made  for  a  school  library 
for  upper  grade  pupils, 

I  am  asking  that  the  Teachers'  Committee  of  the  Libraiy  Commit- 
tee consider  this  matter  and  report  to  the  Board  at  some  future  meet- 
ing. The  beginning  in  this  matter  could  be  very  modest.  The  great 
benefits  inuring  to  the  Senior  High  School  i>upils  from  the  Board's 
action  in  instituting  and  maintaining  the  Senior  High  School  library 
is  an  indication  of  the  merits  of  this  important  movement  in  educa- 
tion to-day,  for  all  the  pupils  of  the  higher  grades  of  our  public 
schools.  The  books  for  such  a  library  would  bear  upon  the  work  of 
the  schools  and  the  reading  matter  be  of  permanent  benefit. 

Playgrounds. 

(f)  Several  patrons  of  our  public  schools  have  asked  me  whether 
it  would  not  be  possible,  at  some  time  in  the  near  future,  to  do  some- 
thing relative  to  placing  some  playground  apparatus  on  the  school 
grounds.  It  has  been  suggested  that  swings,  teeters,  turning  bars  for 
tiie  boys,  etc.,  might  be  placed  on  the  grounds  of  the  Third  ward  and 
Union  schools  as  a  beginning.  Playground  equipment  is  placed  on  a 
large  percentage  of  the  school  grounds  of  this,  and  other  countries. 
The  Boards  base  their  action  upon  the  theory  of  playground  special- 
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ists,  like  Dr.  Henry  S.  Curtis,  that  it  is  best  for  the  yoimg  people 
to  have  their  play  directed  in  order  that  much  which  is  wrong  may 
not  be  learned  upon  the  playground;, that  pupils  may  be  kept  off  the 
streets  and  out  of  the  alleys;  that  play  causes  the  natural  powers 
of  the  child,  physical,  moral  and  mental  to  develop  fully,  naturally 
and  strongly ;  and  that  properly  supervised  play  is  as  truly  educative 
as  the  study  of  books.  Briefly,  Dr.  G.  Stanley  Hall,  president  of 
Clarke  University,  and  author  of  ''Adolescence,"  and  a  world-recog- 
nized authority  on  educational  subjects  says,  that  the  boy  who  has 
not  learned  to  play  properly  or  under  right  conditions  is  very  likely 
to  grow  up  to  be  the  man  who  is  unfitted  for  the  job  which  he  under- 
takes. 

For  the  present  year  I  am  not  recommending  that  any  playground 
apparatus  be  purchased,  but  we  shall  do  all  that  we  can  to  direct 
the  play  and  games  of  the  young  people  without  incurring  any  ex- 
pense at  this  time. 

Repairs. 

(g)  We  hope  that  active  steps  are  now  being  taken  to  make  repairs 
and  to  do  other  necessary  work  which  was  recommended  to  the  Board 
by  the  principals  of  the  several  buildings  and  myself. 

Summer  School. 

(h)  I  am  asking  the  Board  to  consider  at  either  the  August  or 
September  meeting  the  advisability  of  an  entirely  new  plan  with 
respect  to  the  Summer  School. 

The  plan  is  as  follows: 

(a)  That  the  same  standards  of  work  for  the  loAver  grades  and  high 
school  be  maintained  as  recommended  to  the  Board  in  a  previous 
report. 

(b)  That  the  expense  of  the  Summer  School  be  paid  by  tuition  col- 
lected from  those  pupils  who  take  the  Summer  School  work. 

(c)  That  the  rate  of  tuition  to  be  paid  by  the  pupils  in  the  several 
grades  be  determined  by  the  School  Board. 

(d)  That  an  announcement  to  this  effect  be  made  to  the  pupils  of 
the  public  schools  soon  after  the  beginning  of  school  in  September. 

The  chief  advantages  in  this  plan  are  that  those  who  receive  the 
benefits  of  the  Summer  School  defray  the  expenses,  rather  than  the 
same  being  paid  out  of  the  general  tax  fund;  and  if  the  pupils  and 
jjatrons  understand  that  tuition  will  be  charged  for  the  Summer 
School  work  very  earnest  and  persistent  efforts  will  be  made  by  the 
pupils  generally,  to  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  them  to  attend 
the  Summer  School. 
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During  the  ensuing  year  most  earnest  efforts  will  be  continued  to 
have  the  teaching  function  of  our  schools  conducted  in  as  able  a 
manner  as  possible.  The  co-operation  of  teachers,  principals  and 
superintendent  will  be  directed  to  this  end. 


GEKMAN  TOAVisSHIP  (Fayette  County)— Albert  Montgomery. 


Teachers. 


There  are  too  many  directors  and  patrons  who  believe  that  any 
person  can  teach  school.  Until  this  vicious  idea  is  thoroughly  eradi- 
cated we  can  not  hope  to  make  rapid  advancement  in  our  schools. 
It  is  this  notion  that  has  helped  to  keep  teachers'  wages  at  a  low 
level  and  has  been  a  large  factor  in  driving  ambitious  young  men  and 
women  out  of  the  teaching  profession. 

In  this  industrial  region  the  teaching  profession  offers  no  financial 
inducements.  We  have  boys  attending  high  school  every  day  who 
make  more. money  drawing  coke  in  the  morning  before  coming  to 
school  than  many  of  our  grade  principals  are  earning  in  teaching. 

The  provisional  certificate  is  the  prevailing  license  in  this  district. 
Our  teachers  are  not  ''stickers."  Nearly  forty  per  cent,  of  our  teach- 
ing force  enter  into  some  other  line  of  work  at  the  end  of  the  school 
year.  This  compels  us  to  fill  our  schools  with  teachers  who  have 
neither  training  nor  experience  that  fit  them  to  teach. 

Vocational  Schools. 

We  have  had  an  agricultural  department  in  our  high  school  for 
two  years.  It  has  been  hard  work  to  make  this  department  a  success. 
The  farmers  were  super-critical  and  did  not  give  any  support  the 
first  year.  Last  year  the  work  was  helped  by  the  attitude  of  the 
industrial  concerns  in  the  district.  It  is  peculiar,  but  a  fact  never- 
theless, that  the  Frick  Coke  Co.  has  been  of  more  assistance  to  us  in 
our  agricultural  department  than  the  farmers  of  the  district.  We 
are  encouraged  by  the  zeal  of  our  boys  and  we  believe  that  agricul- 
tural work  in  our  high  school  is  assured  of  permanency  and  success. 

We  have  added  a  full  course  in  pre-vocational  training  to  our  high 
school  curricnlum.  All  of  the  industrial  concerns  in  the?  township 
have  helped  us  to  boost  this  department  until  its  success  is  assured. 
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Enrollment.  i 

The  total  eni-ollnient  of  different  pupils  for  the  year  was 
S,765,  an  increase  of  290  over  the  enrollment  of  last  year.  This  in- 
crease in  enrollment  makes  it  utterly  impossible  for  us  to  furnish 
adequate  accommodation  for  all  pupils. 

Promotions. 

Eighty-two  per  cent,  of  our  children  were  promoted  without  con- 
ditions. Seven  per  cent,  were  recommended  for  summer  school.  The 
remainder,  approximately  thirteen  per  cent.,  were  retained. 

District  Institute. 

Our  District  Institute  was  held  on  the  following  dates:  Dec.  15th 
and  IGth,  1916,  Jan.  11th,  12th,  13th,  1917.  The  instructors  were 
Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  of  Columbus,  Ohio ;  Dr.  K.  B.  Teitrick,  of  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction;  Supt.  M.  P.  Shawkey^  of  West  Vir- 
ginia. The  evening  entertainers  were:  Thomas  Brooks  Fletcher,  The 
Panama  Singers,  Striclcland  W.  Gilliland  and  J.  F.  Chambers. 

Increased  Attendance  in  High  School. 

Our  high  school  attendance  has  increased  very  materially  in  the 
past  three  years.  Much  of  this  increase  has  been  due  to  our  new 
high  school  building  and  equipment. 

On  June  22nd  twenty-four  pupils  were  graduated  from  our  high 
school  in  the  regular  four  year  course.  Our  graduates  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  positions  here  in  the  various  manufacturing  plants. 
This  fact  is  also  a  very  great  help  in  increasing  our  high  school  en- 
rollment. 

I  am  very  grateful  to  the  Department  for  valuable  advice  and 
assistance. 


GKEENSBUKG— J.  H.  Alleman. 


We  are  pleased  to  report  continued  growth  and  progress  along 
essential  lines  of  school  work.  At  the  opening  of  the  term  the  newly 
revised  and  printed  course  of  study  and  manual  of  instruction  for 
the  grades  and  high  school  were  placed  in  possession  of  teachers 
and  pupils.  These  printed  volumes  greatly  aided  intelligent,  well- 
directed  purpose,  unity  and  harmony  of  effort  in  work  and  results. 


No.  11.  GREENSBURG.  249 

The  commercial  department  added  to  our  high  school  courses  of 
instruction  at  once  became  ybtj  popular,  and  aided  very  materially 
in  helping  pupils  to  find  themselves  in  work  congenial  and  suitable 
to  their  desires  and  capabilities.  An  exceptionally  competent  teacher 
had  charge  of  this  department,  and  the  directors  were  liberal  in 
supplying  the  necessary  equipment. 

New  life  and  impetus  was  given  to  our  grade  work  by  changes 
of  antiquated  textbooks  and  the  purchase  of  the  best  supplementary 
reading  material.  Dictionaries  were  purchased  for  the  pupils  in 
grades  five,  six,  seven  and  eight.  Special  emphasis  was  given  to  read- 
ing, language  and  composition,  spelling  and  practical  arithmetic — 
other  subjects  were  not  neglected.  The  comparative  test  system  was 
used  in  these  subjects  to  determine  the  rating  and  efficiency  of  the 
various  grades.  It  proved  an  effective  scheme  to  detect  weak  or 
negligent  teaching,  to  stimulate  teachers  and  pupils  in  securing  accu- 
racy and  thoroughness,  and  in  showing  at  a  glance  how  similar  grades 
ranked  in  the  various  subjects  of  study. 

With  few  exceptions  our  teachers  were  competent  and  highly  satis- 
factory. TTie  directors  granted  increase  of  salary  to  practically  the 
entire  teaching  force.  The  salary  schedule  is  based  on  qualifications, 
experience  and  successful  work.  Grade  teachers  are  paid  from  $65.00 
to  172.50  per  month ;  ward  principals  |90.00 ;  departmental  grammar 
grades — seven  and  eight,  $75.00  to  .f95.00,  principal,  -fllG;  high  school 
salaries  per  annum,  |900  to  |1,350 ;  principal,  |2,100. 

Arbor  Day  was  observed  with  literarj^  programs  and  the  planting 
of  over  200  trees  which  were  furnished  to  the  pupils  through  the 
courtesy  of  the  Fifth  Ward  Parent-Teacher  Association.  The  special 
exhibit  in  manual  training,  domestic  science  and  arts,  mechanical  and 
free-hand  drawing,  painting,  penmanship,  etc.,  surpassed  the  efi'orts 
cf  previous  years. 

During  the  last  months  of  the  term  not  less  than  400  pupils  en- 
gaged in  practical  agriculture  or  school  gardening  under  the  direction 
of  the  Greensburg  Patriotic  Garden  League,  which  organization  in- 
cluded the  Westmoreland  Bar  Association,  the  Board  of  Education, 
the  Civic  and  Playground  Association,  the  Rotary  Club,  Etc.  Gen- 
eral enthusiasm  prevailed,  and  many  acres  were  planted  in  potatoes, 
c(.rn,  cabbage,  peas,  and  other  garden  vegetables.  Greensburg  mani- 
fested a  high  degree  of  patriotism  in  this  response  to  our  country's 
call,  and  the  pupils  profited  greatly  by  the  lessons  in  practical  garden- 
ing and  agriculture. 

Our  greatest  hindrance  to  progress  lies  in  overcrowded  conditions. 
Portable  buildings  have  in  a  measure  given  temporary  relief,  but 
such  make-shift  conditions  should  not  long  be  tolerated  in  any  com- 
munity that  possesses  the  wealth  and  prosperity  which  the  citizens 
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of  Greensburg  enjoy.  A  Junior  high  school  building,  with  adequate 
provision  for  manual  training,  domestic  science  and  arts,  commercial 
work,  etc.,  is  the  economical  and  satisfactory  solution  from  every 
view-point  of  school  administration.  May  public  sentiment  soon  open 
the  flood-gates  of  progress,  and  give  to  the  rising  generation  educa- 
tional advantages  which  will  stand  second  to  none  other  in  the  State. 


GREEJsWILLE— G.  B.  Gerberich. 


During  the  past  term  our  high  school  teachers  studied  and  dis- 
cussed at  meetings  Parker's  "Methods  of  Teaching  in  High  Schools," 
and  in  the  grades,  Wilson  &  Wilson's  "Motivation  of  School  Work." 
Besides  this  all  the  grade  teachers  took  the  teachers'  course  in  the 
Bennett  system  of  writing.  Special  and  grade  meetings  were  held 
in  addition  to  the  regular  meetings.  A  number  of  teachers  attended 
the  Summer  School  courses  at  State  College  and  Grove  City. 

Evening  Vocational  Schools  were  established  during  the  year.  In 
order  to  help  to  further  the  vocational  Avork,  several  of  the  larger 
industries  of  the  town  offered  to  pay  all  expenses  incurred  in  the 
work  not  provided  for  by  the  State.  The  Board  of  Education  took 
advantage  of  this  offer  and  gladly  furnished  tlie  rooms,  heat,  light, 
and  janitor  service.  Classes  were  established  in  elemeutaiy  elec- 
tricity, shop  sketching,  shop  mathematics,  cookery,  sewing,  home 
nursing  and  an  Americanization  school  was  established.  Every  one 
of  these  classes  was  a  success  both  in  numbers  attending  and  percent- 
age of  attendance.  The  success  was  largely  due  to  the  interest  taken 
by  E.  S.  Templeton,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Education 
from  this  town,  E.  L.  Bowman,  of  the  Department  of  Vocational 
Education,  who  helped  to  establish  the  school,  and  the  director  se- 
lected for  the  work,  Mr.  P.  A.  Daniells,  who  gave  unstinted  time  and 
effort  to  the  work.  The  report  made  by  the  director  at  the  close  of  the 
t(rm  showed  how  well  the  work  was  conducted.  Arrangements  are 
under  way  to  continue  and  to  enlarge  the  scope  of  the  work  for  the 
coming  year. 

The  Elson  Art  Exhibit  was  held  in  February  and  resulted  in  the 
investment  of  about  |250  in  pictures  for  the  school.  Much  interest 
^as  manifested  in  the  exhibit. 

Childrens'  savings  were  established  during  the  second  half  of  the 
year  by  the  Educational  Thrift  Service  and  about  |2,500  was  de- 
posited by  the  end  of  the  year. 
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The  Civic  League,  a  woman's  organization  affiliated  with  the  Board 
of  Trade,  secured  the  services  of  a  trained  nurse,  Miss  Anna  Wiant, 
to  do  home  nursing  for  the  community.  They  offered  her  services  to 
the  schools  and  she  took  groups  of  girls  after  school  and  taught  them 
many  of  the  home  duties  of  girls,  especially  the  care  of  small  children. 
Nearly  all  the  girls  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  sixteen  took  advant- 
age of  these  classes. 

With  the  help  of  the  Borough  Council  and  several  other  organiza- 
tions a  large  number  of  war  gardens  were  established  throughout  the 
town  and  its  surroundings.  Nearly  all  of  the  vacant  lots  were  utilized 
and  school  boys  and  girls  are  raising  quantities  of  garden  products. 

A  number  of  the  boys  of  the  high  school  who  attended  from  the 
rural  districts  were  excused  for  a  part  of  the  term  to  assist  in  the 
farm  work. 

On  August  24,  1916,  the  voters  of  the  borough  had  the  privilege 
of  voting  on  a  bond  issue  for  |125,000  for  a  new  high  school  building 
and  by  a  vote  of  5  to  1  decided  in  favor  of  the  issue.  The  Board 
selected  an  architect,  Mr.  A.  L.  Thaj^er,  of  New  Castle,  let  the  con- 
tract for  the  building,  and  operations  were  begun  on  April  1.  The 
building  is  to  be  finished  to  be  occupied  next  year — 1918.  This  build- 
ing is  planned  to  provide  for  both  a  Junior  and  a  Senior  high  school, 
giving  all  the  academic,  industrial  and  community  advantages  de- 
sirable. 

.  When  this  building  is  completed,  we  anticipate  great  things  from 
it.  It  will  relieve  the  crowded  conditions  we  have  been  forced  to 
endure  for  years,  and  it  is  planned  to  provide  in  many  ways  for  the 
community  as  well  as  the  schools. 

TTie  past  year  was  quite  a  successful  one.  We  graduated  a  class 
of  47  from  the  high  school,  admitted  a  class  of  90  into  the  high  school 
from  our  grades,  had  a  high  school  attendance  of  320  and  a  grade 
attendance  of  1,235.  The  spirit  of  the  community  as  evidenced  in 
many  ways,  is  that  the  best  is  none  too  good  for  the  coming  genera- 
tion. 


HANOVER— Oden  C.  Gortner. 


The  two  most  significant  things  educationally  that  occurred  during 
this  term  were  the  completion  of  the  new  high  school  building  and 
the  organization  of  an  active  Pa  rent- Teacher  Association. 
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The  high  school  building  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Walnut  street 
and  Centennial  avenue,  about  three  squares  from  the  center  of  the 
town.  It  is  about  centrally  located  for  all  parts  of  the  borough  and 
is  conveniently  reached  on  all  sides  by  paved  streets. 

The  building  is  a  modern  three  stoiy  structure  built  of  buff  brick 
with  limestone  trimmings.  It  contains  twelve  class  rooms,  an  audi- 
torium and  a  gymnasium.  There  are  rooms  for  domestic  science  and 
manual  training,  but  owing  to  a  lack  of  funds  these  departments  have 
not  yet  been  put  in  operation. 

A  large  well  lighted  auditorium  with  raised  floor  and  opera  seats 
to  accommodate  six  hundred  people  occupies  the  main  part  of  the 
first  floor.  Sufficient  class  rooms  to  accommodate  the  present  attend- 
ance surround  the  auditorium  on  the  first  and  second  floors.  The 
building  was  planned  and  constructed  in  such  fashion  that  a  large 
addition  may  be  added  when  necessary  and  the  structure  will  still 
present  a  well  balanced  and  architecturally  correct  appearance. 

Two  hundred  sixty-eight  pupils  enrolled  for  work  in  the  high  school 
and  an  average  attendance  of  ninety-one  per  cent,  was  maintained 
throughout  the  term.  Three  courses  of  stud)^  are  offered  in  the- high 
school;  the  classical,  the  scientific  and  the  commercial. 

All  students  are  required  to  take  the  same  studies  during  the  first 
two  years  of  their  high  school  course.  This  work  is  intended  as  a 
foundation  lor  their  later  course  in  which  the  students  are  given  an 
opportunity  to  specialize. 

The  studies  pursued  during  the  first  two  years  are  English,  Latin, 
Science,  History  and  Mathenmtics.  In  the  Junior  Year  the  pupil 
decides  which  one  of  the  three  courses  offered  he  desires  to  follow 
rnd  he  pursues  this  course  for  two  years  with  energy  and  enthusiasm. 
The  commercial  course  contains,  besides  the  usual  subjects  of  short 
hand,  typewriting  and  bookkeeping,  a  stiff  course  in  English  and  his- 
tory. The  idea  is  to  give  the  commercial  students  something  worth 
v.hile  in  addition  to  their  special  activities.  Where  only  the  usual 
subjects  of  the  commercial  course  are  offered  there  is  a  temptation 
to  elect  this  course  because  it  is  easy  and  does  not  provide  enough 
hard  work  to  challenge  the  student's  best  efforts.  As  a  result  of 
this  program  we  are  getting  a  higher  grade  of  work  out  of  our  com- 
mercial students  and  we  are  turning  out  a  better  grade  of  students. 
Graduates  of  the  commercial  department  have  no  trouble  in  securing 
good  positions  as  soon  as  they  complete  the  course  of  study.  They 
are  really  in  demand  and  they  are  proving  themselves  to  be  efficient 
men  and  women. 

The  work  in  the  classical  and  scientific  departments  is  up  to  the 
standard  required  by  our  best  colleges  and  our  students  have  no 
difficulty  in  entering  the  higher  institutions  of  learning  on  certificate 
from  our  high  school.    The  fact  that  we  now  have  a  high  school  of 
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the  first  class  receiving  proper  recognition  and  one  that  is  steadily 
growing  in  efficiency  and  attendance  is  a  matter  of  sincere  congratu- 
lation to  both  the  school  authorities  and  the  general  public. 

Shortly  after  the  middle  of  the  school  term  a  live  Pa  rent- Teacher 
Association  with  a  membership  of  over  four  hundred  was  organized 
and  started  on  a  career  of  usefulness.  While  the  membership  is 
largel}'  made  up  of  Avomen,  and  most  of  the  women  l^ave  children  in 
school,  there  are  many  fathers  enrolled  in  the  organization. 

TTie  officers  and  members  of  the  important  committees  are  com- 
posed of  fathers  and  mothers  and  teachers;  but  parents  are  always 
in  the  majoritj^  There  are  no  fanatics,  socialists  or  other  disturbers 
in  this  organization.  We  stand  for  safe  and  sane  methods  both  in 
the  home  and  in  the  school.  Once  a  month  an  open  meeting  for 
parents,  teachers  and  pupils  is  held  in  the  high  school  auditorinm. 
The  program  consists  of  a  short  business  session  followed  by  an  ap- 
propriate address  and  literary  and  musical  numbers.  The  monthly 
meeting  affords  a  splendid  opportunity  for  parents  to  observe  the 
ability  of  their  children  in  music  and  recitations.  It  is  really  a  draw- 
ing card  for  bringing  out  the  parents  rain  or  shine.  A  greater  draw- 
ing card  for  getting  the  parents  to  attend  these  monthly  meetings 
is  a  unique  plan  which  we  cheerfully  commend  to  others.  The 
Parent-Teacher  Association  offers  each  month  a  beautiful  picture  as 
a  prize  to  that  school  whose  children  bring  to  the  meeting  the  greatest 
number  of  their  parents.  The  school  that  wins  the  picture  becomes 
the  owner  of  it  and  has  the  right  to  keep  the  work  of  art  hanging 
permanently  on  the  walls  of  their  school  room. 

The  plan,  you  will  observe,  serves  two  great  purposes.  It  places 
slowly  but  surely  the  masterpieces  of  the  artists  on  the  walls  of  our 
schools  and  thereby  influences  for  good  the  lives  of  our  children.  It 
arouses  an  interest  in  school  and  its  life  and  brings  parents  and 
teachers  in  contact  with  each  other  and  begets  sympathy  and  hearty 
cooperation.  The  contest  for  these  pictures  becomes  a  matter  of  good 
natured  rivalry  on  the  part  of  the  children.  They  work  with  an  earn- 
estness and  enthusiasm  that  are  good  to  witness.  They  stir  up  the 
homes  of  the  community  as  nothing  else  will  do.  The  children  liter- 
ally take  their  parents  by  the  hand  and  compel  their  attendance  on 
the  monthly  meetings.  Parents  who  never  before  would  think  it 
worth  while  now  come  out  and  they  will  even  drop  their  work  to 
accommodate  their  children.  As  a  means  of  getting  a  crowd  and 
arousing  enthusiasm,  it  beats  the  moving  picture  shows. 

The  work  of  the  schools  during  this  term  has  progressed  in  a  satis- 
factory manner.  Each  year  our  corps  of  teachers  is  being  strength- 
ened by  the  addition  of  better  teachers  and  such  changes  from  grade 
tc  grade  as  tends  to  place  each  teacher  where  she  can  do  the  most 
efficient  work. 
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Our  teachers  have  kept  up  their  professional  growth  by  reading, 
study  and  attendance  upon  summer  schools.  A  fine  feeling  and  a 
generous  spirit  seemed  to  pervade  the  ranks  throughout  the  term  and 
as  a  result  this  school  j^ear  has  been  the  most  profitable  one  from 
the  standpoint  of  service  rendered  under  the  present  administration. 
For  the  hearty  cooperation  of  parents,  teachers  and  pupils  and  the 
helpful  advice  and  counsel  of  the  noble  men  in  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  and  of  onr  worthy  and  efficient  State  Superin- 
tf ndent,  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  we  are  profoundly  grateful. 


HAREISBURG— F.  E.  Downes. 


In  the  record  of  educational  events  of  the  year,  the  following  might 
be  mentioned  as  of  particular  interest  and  importance: 

A  high  school  survey  was  made  during  the  summer  of  1916  by  Dr. 
James  H.  Van  Sickle,  of  Springfield,  Mass.  His  recommendations 
included  the  erection  of  a  new  junior  high  school,  the  remodeling  of 
our  Central  high  school  and  the  Camp  Curtin  elementary  school  for 
junior  high  school  purposes,  the  erection  of  a  new  senior  high  school 
for  girls,  and  the  enlargement  of  our  Technical  high  school  and  the 
transferring  of  all  high  school  boys  of  the  three  upper  classes  to  this 
institution. 

A  proposition  to  increase  the  indebtedness  of  the  school  district 
,'?1,250,000  for  the  purpose  of  high  school  improvement  was  acted  upon 
favorably  by  our  voters  in  the  November  election.  In  particular, 
this  improvement  includes  the  purchasing  of  sites  and  providing  the 
accommodations  recommended  in  the  report  of  the  above  mentioned 
survey. 

An  individual  pupil  card  record  system  was  introduced  during  the 
year.  This  will  enable  us  to  keep  our  records  in  a  systematic  and 
businesslike  manner.  We  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  issue  reliable  age- 
progress  reports  annually. 

A  real  community  centre  was  recently  opened  in  one  of  our  newer 
schools.  The  provisions  of  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  organ- 
ization are  unique  in  that  the  entire  supervision  of  the  project  and 
the  full  responsibility  for  its  success  are  given  over  by  the  board  of 
school  directors  to  the  community  itself.  Thus  far  the  plan  has 
operated  successfully. 

A  new  salary  schedule  has  been  adopted.  This  schedule  increases 
very  materially  both  minimum  and  maximum  salaries,  makes  provi^ 
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sion  for  junior  high  school  teacliers,  and  recognizes  merit  and  educa- 
tional growth  in  salary  advancement.  Salaries  in  grades  1  to  G  in- 
clusive, range  from  1475  to  |1,000;  grades  7  to  9  (junior  high  school), 
inclusive,  |650  to  ^Sl,200;  grades  10  to  12,  inclusive,  |750  to  |2,000. 
ITie  salary  schedule  of  all  special  teachers  has  also  undergone  revi- 
sion. 

A  school  banking  system  has  been  introduced.  This  promises  to 
become  a  most  important  special  activity  in  our  school  work.  While 
the  system  was  effectively  organized  only  a  few  weeks  ago,  it  is 
already  working  smoothly  and  tlie  results  are  very  encouraging. 

More  than  250  teachers  enrolled  in  a  lecture  course  given  by  mem- 
bers of  the  faculty  of  Cohnnbia  University.  These  winter  courses 
have  been  maintained  by  our  teacliers  during  the  past  four  years. 
The  subject  this  year  w^as  "The  Modern  Drama". 

A  special  gardening  campaign  Avas  inaugurated  in  April  and  May, 
five  supervisors  being  placed  in  charge  of  the  w^ork.  About  four 
thousand  plots  are  now  being  cultivated  by  the  school  children  of 
the  city. 

The  state  quarantine  in  September  did  not  materially  affect  our 
school  work.  A  part  of  the  lost  time  was  made  up  during  the  period 
usually  given  over  to  Easter  vacation  and  a  part  at  the  close  of  the 
year.  Our  net  loss  was  only  ten  days.  Schools  were  in  actual  ses- 
sion one  hundred  eighty  days. 

Our  continuation  schools  have  been  doing  very  effective  work  dur- 
ing the  year.  We  have  made  an  effort  to  confine  our  work  to  the 
things  that  count.  In  manual  activities  the  girls  are  given  cooking, 
sewing  and  drawing ;  the  boys,  drawing  and  woodworking.  All  work 
done  has  a  direct  bearing  upon  pupils'  everyday'  experiences.  Pupils 
as  a  whole  are  contented  and  hajtpy,  and  we  have  had  practically  no 
trouble  with  attendance. 

A  movement  is  under  way  to  construct  a  new  open  air  school.  At 
present  we  have  two  open  air  schools,  both  of  which  are  housed  in 
old  buildings  formerly  abandoned  for  school  purposes.  Our  pur- 
pose is  to  combine  these  two  schools  and  erect  a  new  building  for 
their  accommodation. 

As  a  whole  we  are  able  to  say  that  the  school  year  has  been  one  of 
real  progress.  We  have  had  the  usual  drawbacks  and  discourage- 
ments, but  with  these  there  has  been  much  to  encourage  and  much  of 
importance  has  been  accomplished. 

The  unvarying  courtesies  of  the  Department  during  the  year  are 
hereby  acknowledged. 
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HAZLETON— D.  A.  Harman. 


The  past  school  year  has  been  an  exceedingly  busy  one  for  the 
school  authorities  of  this  district.  After  several  years  experience  in 
conducting  the  typical  courses  in  manual  training,  sewing,  cooking, 
etc.,  we  concluded  that  we  were  not  accomplishing  what  we  had  hoped 
for  and  decided  to  introduce  a  complete  course  of  industrial  work 
in  the  high  school  that  should  parallel  the  other  courses.  After  con- 
sideration with  the  State  Department  of  Industrial  Education,  from 
whom  we  received  many  valuable  suggestions,  we  completed  the 
courses  and  enrolled  a  freshman  class  of  23  boys  and  15  girls.  The 
work  was  carried  on  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  success  without 
special  supervisors.  A  year  ago,  howover,  we  employed  a  supervisor 
of  the  boys'  industrial  course  and  also  a  supervisor  of  the  Household 
Arts'  Course.  In  addition  to  enrolling  a  new  freshman  class  and 
continuing  the  work  of  the  sophomore  class,  we  organized  a  prevo- 
cational  course  for  boys  and  girls  over  14  years  of  age,  who  were 
pupils  in  the  7th  and  8th  grades.  In  this  school  were  41  boys  and 
31  girls.  The  course  is  planned  for  two  years  and  is  similar  to  the 
high  school  course.  In  order  to  cari-y  out  the  program  as  suggested 
by  the  State  Department,  the  school  board  remodeled  the  old  high 
school  building  and  equipped  it  for  the  purpose.  The  three  local 
centers  in  other  parts  of  the  city  continue  to  give  the  work  as  form- 
erly outlined  to  pupils  of  the  5th  to  8th  grades,  inclusive.  The  in- 
dustrial work  of  the  schools  now  requires  the  services  of  thirteen 
teachers — five  men  and  eight  women.  This  would  not  be  possible 
financially  were  it  not  that  our  Garyized  school  system  enables  us 
to  take  care  of  all  the  local  centers  without  additional  cost  for 
teachers  or  schoolrooms,  and  the  State  pays  two-thirds  of  the  salaries 
of  the  teachers  in  the  vocational  classes.  This  work  has  been  orgn- 
ized  for  the  benefit  of  the  hundreds  of  boys  and  girls  who  love  to  work 
with  their  hands  as  well  as  their  brains  and  who  expect  to  become 
wage  earners  in  the  trades  upon  leaving  school.  The  organization 
has  required  much  time  and  energy,  but  we  believe  that  it  is  well 
worth  while. 

The  second  extraordinary  demand  upon  our  time  has  been  the 
building  operations  and  equipment  of  the  same.  Hazleton  has  had 
a  steady  growth  for  years  that  has  compelled  us  to  erect  one  school 
building  after  another.  During  the  past  twenty-five  years  the  school 
district  constructed  and  equipped  seven  buildings  that  aggregate  132 
schoolrooms,   not   including  gymnasiums,   auditoriums,   oflSces,   rest 
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rooms,  etc.  In  cities  the  size  of  Hazleton,  where  there  is  necessarily 
a  small  administrative  force,  such  a  building  program  demands  a 
great  amount  of  time  of  school  officials.  Fortunately  for  Hazleton, 
we  have  always  had  school  board  members  that  were  willing  to  give 
time  and  energy  for  the  accomplishment  of  what  was  necessary  to 
the  success  of  the  schools.  How  seldom  is  the  work  of  such  men 
appreciatel  at  the  time,  and  how  unjustly  many  times  are  they  criti- 
cised by  those  who  have  no  proper  conception  of  the  sacrifice  of  time 
and  business  interests  that  school  directors  make  who  are  influenced 
only  by  the  highest  motives  for  the  welfare  of  the  children. 

The  night  schools  were  conducted  in  the  same  helpful  and  liberal 
way  as  for  several  years  past,  but  the  attendance  was  not  so  large 
nor  so  regular.  Many  boys  and  young  men  were  employed  at  night 
every  third  week  and  lost  interest  in  their  studies.  As  usual,  how- 
ever, some  persisted  in  their  attendance  and  accomplished  work  that 
made  the  evening  school  worth  while.  TTie  school  board  has  decided 
that  for  the  approaching  term,  instead  of  opening  an  evening  school 
to  all  upon  a  certain  date,  they  will  provide  only  for  organized  classes 
and  will  continue  the  instruction  only  as  long  as  the  interest  in  such 
special  classes  lasts. 

The  fresh  air  school  was  conducted  as  has  been  the  custom  for 
several  years.  There  are  always  from  25  to  40  children  who,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  School  Code,  would  be  excluded  from  the  priv- 
ileges of  the  public  school  on  account  of  incipient  tuberculosis.  By 
placing  them  in  our  open  air  school,  they  have  almost  universally  im- 
proved in  health  and  maintained  their  standings  in  the  regular  grades 
to  which  they  belonged. 

Although  we  shall  occupy  the  new  2S-roomed  Arthur  Street  build- 
iug  in  September,  we  shall  still  be  compelled  to  conduct  two  schools 
in  one  room  in  a  number  of  buildings.  In  former  years  we  did  this 
by  calling  one  school  from  8  to  12  and  the  other  from  12  to  4.  Of 
late  years  the  first  school  attends  from  8  to  10  and  from  12  until  2 ; 
the  second  from  10  to  12  and  from  2  until  4.  This  has  proved  much 
more  satisfactory.  We  confine  the  alternating  schools  to  first  and 
second  grade  pupils. 

The  school  board  has  recently  provided  for  a  school  nurse,  a  school 
for  defectives,  and  additional  teachers  in  the  grades,  the  high  school 
and  the  continuation  and  vocational  schools.  Prospects  for  the  new 
term  are  encouraging. 

We  are  under  deep  obligations  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction, including  the  officers  of  the  Industrial  Division,  for  valua- 
ble suggestions  and  many  courtesies. 


17—11—1917 
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HAZLE  TOWNSHIP  (Luzerne  County)— Joseph  B.  Gabrio. 


The  schools  of  Hazle  township  opened  October  2nd,  1917,  for  a 
term  of  nine  months. 

The  high  cost  of  living  compelled  many  boys  and  girls  to  leave 
school  after  the  holidays. 

The  percentage  of  loss  of  students  from  the  high  school  was  the 
greatest  in  its  history. 

We  expect  that  a  goodly  number  of  these  will  return  again,  if  liv- 
iiig  conditions  do  not  become  more  serious. 

There  was  no  marked  difference  in  the  number  of  pupils  who  took 
the  examination  for  admission  to  the  high  school  for  the  coming  year, 
v  hen  compared  with  preceding  j^ears. 

I  cannot  help  but  believe  that,  in  some  instances,  at  least,  boys  and 
girls  were  taken  from  school  without  sufficient  reason,  i.  e.,  not  be- 
cause the  families  felt  the  pinch  of  poverty,  but  because  they  found, 
in  the  present  condition  of  the  food  market,  etc.,  an  apparent  excuse 
to  put  the  children  to  work. 

It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  tlie  prevailing  conditions  should  war- 
rant such  action  on  the  part  of  the  parents. 

The  education  of  our  boys  and  girls  is  of  such  momentous  import- 
ance to  the  future  welfare  of  our  community  and  State  that  only  the 
severest  hardships  should  call  for  the  sacrifice  of  the  proper  training 
and  education  of  our  children. 

This  leads  me  to  say  that  the  present  laws  regulating  juvenile  labor 
need  closer  supervision  than  ever  before,  in  order  that  only  the  mini- 
mum number  of  children  may  suffer  the  handicaps  that  arise  from 
the  present  unnatural  economic  conditions. 

A  suspension  of  these  laws,  therefore,  at  this  time,  would  have  a 
tendency  to  operate  far  beyond  the  point  of  actual  necessity,  iand  es- 
pecially so  with  respect  to  children  under  fourteen  years  of  age.  A 
niodification  of  the  present  child  labor  laws  during  vacation  might 
not  be  amiss. 

A  state  of  mind  frequently  creates  an  imaginary  condition,  and  the 
opening  of  the  various  industries  to  the  boys  and  girls  which  were 
formerly  closed  to  them  would,  in  my  judgment  be  very  shortsighted, 
since  it  would  naturally  produce  that  state  of  mind  which  always 
finds  the  elements  of  necessity  in  proportion  to  the  opportunities 
afforded. 

As  schoolmen,  the  children  have  a  right  to  look  to  us  for  their 
educational  protection,  and  especially  so  at  a  time  when  such  safe- 
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guard  is  being  endangered  by  abnormal  conditions.  This  is  no  time 
to  place  their  interests  entirely  in  the  hands  of  industrialism;  it  is 
a  time  for  schoolmen  to  be  alert  to  the  welfare  of  the  nation's  citizen- 
ship of  tomorrow. 

Conditions  of  war  must  not  disturb  the  children's  birthright  more 
than  is  actually  necessai-y. 

A  four-room  building  was  erected  at  Lattimer  No.  2,  and  also  one 
at  Beaver  Brook.  Both  buildings  are  modern  and  well-equipped  for 
school  purposes. 

A  two-room  building  at  Harleigh,  one  at  Ebervale,  and  a  two-room 
addition  to  the  building  at  Green  View,  are  under  the  process  of  con- 
struction. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  school  officials  to  provide  suitable  buildings 
for  all  the  children  in  the  school  district. 

Their  aspirations  are  being  realized  in  the  yearly  erection  of  new 
buildings. 

Preparations  are  about  complete  for  the  opening  of  eight  contin- 
uation schools  during  the  approaching  school  year.  It  is  my  purpose 
to  give  these  schools  my  best  attention. 

Indications  point  to  a  faithful  cooperation  on  the  part  of  the 
various  industrial  centers  in  our  district. 

The  law  regulating  the  operation  of  continuation  schools  has  for 
its  sole  object  the  training  of  juveniles  for  efficient  workmen  when 
they  enter  the  industries  as  adult  citizens. 

This  is  a  time  when  such  educational  guidance  needs  no  emphasis. 

Present  conditions  foretell  future  needs  in  unmistakable  terms. 

The  recent  change  in  our  high  school  faculty  has  brought  even 
greater  results  than  I  had  anticipated.  An  efficient  high  school  must 
be  absolutely  harmonious  in  its  faculty  life. 

The  directors  were  veiy  fortunate  in  the  selection  of  the  teachers 
for  the  vacancies  created  by  them,  for  the  general  improvement  of  the 
high  school  faculty. 

I  feel  that  the  school  year  just  closed  has  much  in  its  histoi*y  to 
commend  its  record  to  the  patrons  of  the  district. 


HOMESTEAD— Landis  Tanger, 


Local  conditions  determine  largely  many  of  the  problems  a  school 
<li strict  must  meet.  The  large  mobile  population  of  Homestead  in- 
fluences the  stability  of  the  schools.    Children  are  constantly  leaving 
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and  new  ones  are  entering  the  schools,  thus  changing  the  number  of 
students  in  the  various  grades.  The  friction  caused  by  this  condition 
makes  for  retardation  which  we  can  scarcely  remedy. 

Another  condition  which  influences  the  stability  of  our  system  of 
schools  is  caused  by  the  frequent  changes  in  the  teaching  force.  Too 
many  teachers  leave  before  their  influence  in  the  school  room  be- 
comes vital.  During  the  last  five  years  fifty-seven  teachers  have  left 
our  district  and  we  have  added  thirty  teachers  to  the  corps.  These 
conditions,  together  with  the  rapidly  increasing  school  population, 
furnish  problems  of  administration  that  becomes  very  perplexing 
under  a  high  tax  rate. 

Vocational  and  Prevocational  Courses. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  term  of  1915-16  the  Bureau  of  Vocational 
Education  of  the  Dejjartment  of  Public  Instruction  of  the  State  con- 
ducted an  Industrial  Survey  of  Homestead.  On  the  recommendation 
of  this  survey  the  school  board  voted  to  establish  vocational  and  pre- 
vocational courses.  This  was  comparatively^  easy  to  do  owing  to  the 
fact  that  we  possessed  the  "Schwab  Industrial  School"  which  is  es- 
pecially equipped  for  the  kind  of  training  an  industrial  district  should 
provide.  Forty  boys  of  the  high  school  entered  to  learn  the  ma- 
chinist's trade.  These  students  work  eight  hours  a  day,  devoting  fifty 
per  cent,  of  their  time  in  the  shop  and  the  remainder  is  devoted  to  the 
regular  high  school  studies  correlated  with  the  problems  of  the  shop. 
Eighteen  girls  are  pursuing  courses  in  home-making,  working  on  the 
same  principle  that  the  boys  pursue  in  the  industrial  courses. 

The  prevocational  courses  are  taken  by  boys  and  girls  fourteen 
years  of  age  who  have  not  passed  beyond  the  sixth  grade  in  the 
schools.  Many  of  these  children  have  ability  to  make  progress  more 
rapidly  than  they  can  in  the  regular  grades.  The  prevocational  school 
gives  the  opportunity.  Last  year  thirty  of  the  one  hundred  and  forty 
students  in  this  department  entered  the  high  school.  It  remains  to 
be  seen  the  type  of  work  these  students  can  do  after  entering  the  high 
school,  but  we  feel  confident  that  a  number  of  those  promoted  will  do 
more  than  average  work  in  the  high  school.  The  children  of  the  pre- 
vocational school  devote  forty  per  cent,  of  the  time  to  the  manual 
work  and  the  remainder  of  the  time  to  the  academic  studies. 

Special  Schools  and  the  Clinic. 

The  special  school  has  been  a  feature  in  our  system  for  the  last  four 
years.  At  first  it  was  made  up  of  children  who  were  defective.  At 
present  we  have  one  school  for  the  defectives  and  one  school  for  those 
who  are  retarded  but  who  are  capable  of  doing  more  work  than  ordi- 
narily is  offered  in  the  grade  to  which  they  belong.    The  value  of  such 
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schools  under  a  system  of  compulsory  education  is  inestimable.  ITie 
segregation  for  special  treatment  of  the  type  of  pupils  that  retard  the 
regular  work  of  the  school,  when  permitted  to  remain  in  the  school, 
lis  a  great  advantage. 

During  the  year  one  teacher  of  the  special  schools  spent  a  day  a 
week  testing  the  mentality  of  children.  Many  of  the  children  tested 
were  of  low  mentality.  The  clinic  helped  us  determine  the  type  of 
work  they  should  do.  We  find  the  clinic  very  helpful  in  diagnosing 
many  cases  that  are  otherwise  very  perplexing.  It  is  our  purpose  to 
extend  this  work. 

The  Six-Six  Plan. 

Last  year  we  organized  the  six  upper  grades  of  our  schools  on  the 
plan  that  childl'en  may  be  promoted  by  subject,  thus  removing  the 
barrier  that  is  thought  to  exist  between  the  grades  and  the  high 
school.  This  plan  promises  to  make  the  work  of  the  upper  grades 
more  vital.  The  organization  of  this  work  is  somewhat  handicapped 
by  the  crowded  conditions  which  we  must  face,  but  we  have  the  con- 
fidence to  believe  that  the  plan  will  work  out  very  satisfactorily. 


The  Kegular  Grades. 

The  grade  schools  did  their  work  in  the  usual  manner.  We  suffered 
somewhat  owing  to  the  many  new  teachers  entering  the  department. 
During  the  year  we  used  standard  drills  in  arithmetic  and  standard 
tests  in  both  arithmetic  and  reading.  These  tests  reveal  a  number 
of  things  that  teachers  ordinarily  do  not  notice  in  the  daily  routine 
of  their  work.  The  grade  work  in  our  public  schools  will  be  done 
well  or  poorly  in  proportion  to  the  type  of  teachers  employed  in  the 
work.  As  the  great  mass  of  our  children  pass  through  this  depart- 
ment, I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  school  boards  should  realize  that 
teachers  should  be  selected  for  this  department  who  are  thoroughly 
equipped  and  who  are  sympathetic  in  dealing  with  children.  The 
salary  of  the  grade  teacher  must  be  advanced  very  much  more  than 
it  is  if  we  wish  to  secure  the  type  of  instruction  we  should  have  for 
the  children  during  these  years  of  their  school  life. 

Our  teachers'  institute  was  unusually  instructive.  Aside  from  the 
regular  work  we  usually  take  up,  vocational  education  and  educa- 
tional guidance  was  emphasized.  The  series  of  lectures  given  under 
the  direction  of  the  extension  department  of  the  University  of  Pitts- 
burgh, were  unusually  instructive  and  profitable  for  our  teacliers. 
During  the  year  we  held  the  usual  number  of  grade  meetings  and 
conferences  with  the  principals.  The  course  of  study  was  the  subject 
of  discussion  in  the  grade  meetings. 
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Althoiigli  many  irregularities  influenced  tlie  operation  of  tlie 
scliools  during  the  year,  tiie  main  current  of  the  woric  continued  with 
ver}^  little  interruption.  The  opportunity  for  the  school  to  adjust 
itself  to  sucli  conditions  as  we  jjassed  tlirougli  during  the  past  year 
tends  to  make  our  work  less  stereotyped.  AVe  can  expect  to  meet 
many  conditions  during  the  coming  year  that  may  test  the  facility 
with  which  a  school  system  can  adjust  itself  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
hour.  With  the  cooperation  of  the  board,  the  community,  the  children 
and  the  teachers,  very  much  can  be  accomplished  when  other  condi- 
tions are  not  so  favorable. 


HUNTINGDON— W.  M.  Rife. 


The  year  just  closed  marks  an  advance  in  the  educational  activi- 
ties of  this  district.  To  the  credit  of  the  board  of  directors  stand 
(Ij  the  introduction  of  medical  inspection;  (2)  the  introduction  of 
a  system  of  school  savings;  (3)  an  increase  in  the  salaries  of  all 
teachers  for  1917-18. 

Our  schools  participated  in  a  number  of  literary  activities  sug- 
gested or  promoted  by  outside  interests.  The  high  school  entered  the 
Central  Pennsylvania  Debating  League,  winning  the  county  debate 
and  the  final  debate  at  State  College.  A  patron  offered  a  ten  dollar 
gold  piece  for  the  best  written  examination  on  current  events,  by  a 
pupil  in  the  high  school.  The  money  was  promptly  paid.  The  local 
camp  of  Sons  of  Veterans  offered  two  prizes,  amounting  to  seven 
dollars  and  fifty  cents,  for  the  best  essays  by  grammar  school  pupils 
on  the  American  Flag.  By  direction  of  the  superintendent,  the 
grammar  school  pupils  prepared  articles  on  The  Need  of  a  Historical 
Society  for  Huntingdon  County. 

By  comparison  with  records  of  previous  years  and  by  the  use  of 
standard  tests,  the  quality  of  work  done  in  our  schools  in  1916-17 
is  shown  to  be  superior  to  that  of  past  years.  In  a  test  in  spelling, 
ninety-six  per  cent,  of  our  pupils  made  a  grade  of  seventy  per  cent, 
or  better.  The  high  school  students  have  made  an  excellent  record 
in  scholarship.  Two  hundred  forty-one  pupils  have  a  record  of  per- 
fect attendance  for  the  year  just  closed. 

The  crying  need  of  our  schools  is  some  provision  for  the  education 
of  our  boys  and  girls  in  industrial  and  vocational  activities,  and  in 
domestic  art. 
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In  the  administration  of  the  schools  of  this  disrict,  the  board  of 
directors  and  the  superintendent  recognize  valuable  cooperating 
agencies  in  the  Parent-Teacher  Association,  the  Civic  (lub  and  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 


JEANNETTE— E.  W.  Long. 


Owing  to  the  delay  which  was  due  to  the  directions  received  from 
the  State  Board  of  Health,  our  schools  opened  one  month  late  on 
Oct.  2nd.  This  time  was  made  up  by  extending  the  session  two  weeks 
into  the  summer  vacation  and  by  lengthening  the  school  day  accord- 
iLg  to  the  plan  outlined  by  the  Department.  The  delay  occasioned 
considerable  disorganization  on  the  part  of  both  pupils  and  teachers. 
However  great  effort  has  been  made  on  the  part  of  all  concerned  to 
maintain  a  high  standard  of  school  work. 

We  have  made  it  our  special  aim  this  year  to  reduce  the  number  of 
retarded  pupils.  By  the  employment  of  a  special  teacher  to  aid  in 
this  work  and  by  keeping  this  ideal  constantly  before  the  schools 
gratifying  results  have  been  obtained.  In  many  rooms  we  have  been 
able  to  promote  every  child. 

For  years  the  Jeannette  schools  have  been  good  schools  and  while 
we  have  not  tried  to  revolutionize  things,  we  have  aimed  to  add  here 
and  strengthen  there  and  thus  bring  our  schools  to  the  foremost  rank 
in  our  State. 

Our  departments  of  music  and  penmanship  have  been  under  the 
direction  of  capable  supervisors.  Our  work  in  penmanship  and  music 
has  shown  mucli  progress  in  recent  years. 

During  the  year  a  teachers'  training  class  was  organized  which  met 
one  night  each  Aveek  and  proved  very  successful. 

Patrons'  meetings  have  been  held  in  each  building  during  the  win- 
ter and  were  largely  attended.  More  patrons  visited  the  schools  this 
winter  than  ever  before.  We  try  to  encourage  this  interest  on  the 
part  of  the  patrons,  believing  that  it  contributed  largely  to  the  suc- 
cessful operation  of  our  schools. 

During  the  year  a  Lyceum  Course  was  introduced.  Some  of  the 
leading  attractions  of  the  platform  were  brought  to  our  town,  and 
through  the  cooperation  of  the  organizations  of  our  town,  the  course 
was  successful  and  shows  a  large  surplus,  thus  assuring  a  strong 
course  for  the  coming  y6ar. 
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Our  night  school  was  opened  as  usual  in  October  with  three  depart- 
ments, namely,  the  department  for  foreigners,  the  department  for 
common  school  branches  and  the  commercial  school.  It  was  necessary 
lor  part  of  the  time  to  employ  a  fourth  teacher.  This  school  is  grow- 
ing in  popularity  with  us  and  is  proving  to  be  of  great  value. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  our  medical  inspection  was  indefi- 
nitely postponed  this  year.  Jeannette  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in 
this  important  work  but  owing  to  local  conditions,  over  which  the 
schools  had  no  control,  it  was  impossible  to  make  satisfactory  ar- 
rangements for  the  inspection  this  year. 

Our  schools  are  suffering  from  overcrowding  and  owing  to  the  un- 
certainn  demand  which  the  war  will  make,  it  seems  impossible  to 
hope  for  adequate  relief  in  the  near  future. 

Our  directors,  teachers  and  pupils  have  labored  earnestly  for  every 
patriotic  cause  in  their  power.  Our  buildings  have  been  opened  at 
the  request  of  every  organization  having  a  civic  or  patriotic  purpose. 
Our  teachers  and  children  have  worked  hard  for  the  Liberty  Bonds, 
Red  Cross  and  school  gardens. 

School  gardening  which  was  begun  last  year  has  been  taken  up 
on  a  much  larger  scale  this  year.  Nearly  every  child  has  his  garden 
plot  under  the  supervision  of  competent  instructors. 

We  have  maintained  a  continuation  school  for  two  years  which  has 
not  been  a  pronounced  success.  It  seems  difficult  to  secure  satis- 
factory instruction  in  this  department. 

Our  directors  have  labored  earnestly  to  solve  our  vexed  problems 
in  an  efficient  manner  and  their  policy  has  been  progressive  and 
directed  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  schools. 

To  them  for  their  cooperation  and  support  and  to  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  for  its  frequent  advice,  I  wish  to  express  my 
appreciation. 


JOHNSTOWN— J.  N.  Adee. 


Measurements  and  Tests. 
Measurements  and  tests  are  playing  a  more  important  part  every 
year  in  the  administration  of  schools.  This  year  we  again  gave  our 
own  tests  in  spelling,  penmanship,  reading,  and  arithmetic;  besides 
the  "Buckingham  Spelling  Test",  the  "Kansas  Reading  Tests", 
"Starch's  Grammar  Test",  and  the  "Stone  Reading  Tests".  These 
tests  are  given  and  marked  by  the  grade  supervisors,  and,  as  we 
now  have  the  records  of  pupils  and  teachers  of  eacli  grade  in  every 
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building  in  the  above  fundamental  subjects  for  three  years,  we  are 
able  to  estimate  rather  accurately  not  only  the  ability  of  teachers, 
but  the  progress  that  is  being  made  by  pupils  from  one  semester  to 
another  during  a  term  of  years.  We  have  made  a  marked  gain  in 
spelling,  penmanship,  arithmetic,  and  oral  and  written  composition; 
but  are  far  from  satisfied  with  our  teaching  of  reading.  Therefore, 
we  are  going  to  stress  this  subject  next  year.  We  find  that  our  pupils 
must  learn  how  to  follow  instructions  better,  to  do  well  the  things 
that  they  are  told  to  do,  and  to  be  more  forceful  in  getting  conclu- 
sions from  premises.  In  other  words,  teachers  and  children  must 
think  out  more  sharp,  decisive  questions  on  the  reading  lesson,  rather 
than  pay  so  much  attention  to  mere  reproduction  of  thought. 


The  Schools  in  War  Times. 

Immediately  after  the  war  broke  out  our  teachers  held  an  important 
meeting  to  consider  ways  in  which  the  schools  could  be  of  service  to 
the  country  during  the  war.  It  was  agreed  to  have  the  sewing  as 
Ijractical  as  possible  and  to  make  such  things  as  might  be  needed  in 
the  army  and  navy,  to  extend  the  home  and  school  gardens  and  use 
part  of  the  manual  training  time  of  the  boys  for  this  work,  to  give 
fifteen  minutes  a  day  in  all  grades  to  a  study  of  nature — particularly 
to  plants,  vegetables,  and  fruits  and  their  relation  to  soil,  rain,  in- 
sects and  birds,  to  make  a  survey  of  health  conditions  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  homes  and  schools  and  report  unsanitary  conditions  to  the 
city  health  department,  with  the  idea  of  preventing  the  further  spread 
of  contagious  disease,  and  especially  infantile  paralysis  in  this  city 
during  the  summer,  to  have  our  school  physician  and  nurses  give  first 
aid  work  to  the  school  girls  and  teachers  who  desire  it,  to  make  the 
week  of  April  twenty-third  "good  tooth  week",  to  discuss  the  proper 
care  of  babies  during  "baby  week",  to  give  frequent  drills  in  saluting 
the  flag,  to  teach  all  pupils  to  sing  without  books,  America,  The 
Star  Spangled  Banner,  and  Columbia,  the  Gem  of  the  Ocean,  to  take 
out  one  membership  in  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  order  to  be  of  still 
ntore  assistance  in  making  this  a  better  city  in  which  to  live,  to 
broaden  and  intensify  our  program  in  connection  with  the  study  of 
thrift,  to  recommend  to  the  board  the  adoption  of  a  savings  bank 
system  for  the  schools,  to  aid  the  Red  Cross  in  its  membership  cam- 
paign, to  make  arrangements  for  boys  well  up  in  their  studies  to  go 
to  work  on  farms,  and  to  encourage  the  organization  of  military 
cadets  among  high  school  boys  with  practice  after  school. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  pupils,  teachers,  and  parents  entered 
heartily  into  the  above  plans. 
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Thrift. 

Every  year  we  take  up  a  good  civic  problem  with  the  pupils  of  the 
grades.  This  year  it  was  ''Thrift".  In  treating  the  subject  we  have 
pursued  the  following  method: 

First,  found  how  many  pupils  had  savings  accounts  in  their  homes 
and  banks,  the  amount  of  the  same,  and  encouraged  more  to  start  the 
habit  of  saving  money. 

Second,  discussed  with  pupils  the  many  ways  by  which  they  could 
earn  money,  as,  selling  papers,  working  in  stores  and  shops  during 
vacation,  mowing  the  lawn,  doing  household  duties,  shoveling  snow 
from  the  sidewalk,  running  errands,  raising  garden  truck,  etc. 

Third,  developed  purposes  for  saving  money,  as,  buying  presents 
for  members  of  the  family  and  their  friends,  clothing  themselves,  sav- 
ing for  trips,  books,  a  higher  education,  starting  a  business,  providing 
for  sickness,  old  age,  etc.  We  want  children  to  realize  that  to  save 
money  merely  for  money's  sake  is  not  the  best  motive. 

Fourth,  used  the  money  saving  habit  as  one  basis  on  which  to  build 
thrifty  habits,  such  as,  self-denial,  prudence,  foresight,  thoughtfulness, 
industry,  temperance  in  all  things,  watchfulness,  courage,  stability, 
economy  of  time  and  energy,  and  a  more  careful  use  of  school  sup- 
plies. 

Fifth,  made  the  study  of  thirft  a  motive  for  much  original  lan- 
guage work,  a  source  for  many  practical  problems  in  elementary  book- 
keeping, and  a  means  of  arousing  a  greater  interest  in  knowing  about 
banking  institutions  and  the  actual  methods  of  doing  business. 

Age  of  Eighth  Grade  and  High  School  Graduates. 

The  average  age  of  the  182  pupils  who  completed  the  eighth  grade 
at  mid-year  was  14.3  and  of  the  427  in  June  was  also  14.3.  As  far 
as  the  records  show,  these  were  the  youngest  pupils  that  ever  com- 
pleted the  elemental^  schools  of  Johnstown.  They  finished  right  on 
time,  for  if  they  started  to  school  at  6.3  years  of  age  and  took  the 
regular  eight  years  for  the  grade  work,  they  would  be  14.3  years  of 
age  when  they  completed  it.  Heretofore,  they  have  averaged  15  to 
15.5  years  of  age. 

The  ten  pupils  who  made  the  highest  record  during  the  four  year 
course  in  the  high  school  were  the  youngest  in  the  class — one  15 
years  of  age;  four  16;  three  17;  and  two  18.  The  pupil  who  made 
next  to  the  best  record  was  the  youngest  that  ever  graduated  from 
the  high  school.  The  girl  with  the  highest  record  was  16  years  of 
age,  made  the  course  in  three  years,  and  did  not  miss  a  single  day 
of  school. 


No.  11.  JOHNSTOWN.  267 

Provision  for  Gifted  Children. 

In  addition  to  frequent  and  elastic  promotions,  many  cities  have 
special  classes  for  gifted  pupils  as  they  have  special  classes  for  re- 
tarded or  defective  children. 

We  are  using  the  so-called  Cambridge  plan.  Under  this  scheme  we 
are  organizing  primary,  intermediate,  and  grammar  grade  centers. 
We  thus  have  in  each  center  a  large  number  of  pupils  of  the  same 
grade.  We  then  arrange  them  into  fast,  normal,  and  slow  moving 
groups.  Invaribly,  the  best  group  can  gain  a  half  to  a  year  or  two 
of  time  in  their  passage  through  the  grades. 

This  year,  839  pupils  made  double  promotions,  253  in  the  first 
semester  and  586  in  the  second  semester.  Thus,  10%  of  pupils  in  the 
elementary  schools  gained  one-half  year  or  more  of  time. 

On  the  other  hand,  832  pupils  lost  a  half  year  or  more  of  time. 
Therefore,  the  number  that  gained  time  is  seven  more  than  those 
that  lost  time,  which  fact  probably  has  never  occurred  before  in  tlie 
history  of  the  schools. 

During  the  two  last  semesters,  328  doubtful  pupils  were  promoted 
on  trial;  in  the  first  semester  78.5%  made  their  grade  and  in  the 
second  semester,  88%.  This  again  proves  the  wisdom  of  giving  pupils 
a  chance  in  the  next  grade  when  teachers  are  doubtful  about  their 
ability  to  do  the  advanced  work. 


Two  Great  School  Problems. 

Johnstown  has  two  great  school  problems.  One  is  to  be  continually 
reshaping  the  upper  grade  and  high  school  work  to  meet  the  demands 
of  a  more  practical  education  without  lessening  the  cultural  value  of 
the  subjects  of  the  course  of  study ;  and  the  other  is  to  provide  build- 
ings so  planned  and  equipped  that  teachers  can  carry  out  efficiently 
and  economically  the  things  in  education  that  definitely  and  posi- 
tively give  our  pupils  strong,  healthy  bodies,  alert  minds,  and  a  spirit 
to  serve  and  better  mankind.  In  order  to  get  before  the  board  and 
our  citizens  a  building  and  educational  program  that  looks  into  the 
future  at  least  twenty-five  years,  the  board  appointed  a  committee 
of  seventeen  supervisors,  principals,  teachers,  and  the  superintendent 
to  work  out  such  a  program.  We  were  especially  instructed  to  in- 
vestigate the  Gary  system.     Following  is  a  summary  of  our  report: 

1 — That  we  retain  our  present  school  organization — elementary, 
junior  high  school,  and  senior  high  schools. 

2 — That  we  rather  completely  Garyize  the  senior  high  school,  the 
junior  high  school,  and  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  grade  programs 
and  curriculums. 
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3 — That  the  organization  for  the  first  three  grades  remain  as  at 
present,  except  that  more  physical  and  hand  work  activities  be  intro- 
duced and  that  special  teachers  be  provided  for  drawing  and  physical 
training. 

4 — That  the  school  day  and  school  year  be  made  longer. 

5 — That  the  building  program  involves:  The  Cochran  Junior  High 
School  in  the  Eighth  ward ;  a  shop  or  industrial  building  in  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  city ;  a  new  central  senior  high  school  building ;  Gar- 
field Junior  High  School  building;  shops  for  the  present  Garfield 
Junior  High  School  building;  Walnut  Grove  elementary  building; 
completion  of  Chestnut  Street  building;  auditorium,  gymnasium  and 
swimming  pool  for  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  grade  units;  shower 
baths  for  primary  buildings;  eventually  Senior  High  Schools  in  con- 
nection with  the  Cochran,  Garfield,  Westmont,  Franklin  and  Cone- 
maugh,  and  Geistown  Junior  High  Schools,  and  administration  build- 
ing. 

6 — That  the  Cochran  Junior  High  School,  Walnut  Grove  buildings, 
and  Garfield  shops  be  erected  as  soon  as  possible;  the  central  senior 
high  school  and  the  senior  and  junior  central  high  school  industrial 
building  be  built  within  the  next  five  years;  and  the  balance  of  the 
buildings  be  constructed  as  needed  during  the  next  twenty-five  years. 

7 — That  school  architects  soon  be  chosen  to  design  at  once  the  above 
buildings  needed  now  and  in  the  immediate  future,  not  already  de- 
signed, and  that  the  Board  of  Education  issue  pamphlets  containing 
pictures  and  descriptions  of  these  buildings,  together  with  a  discus- 
sion of  the  educational  purposes  which  they  are  to  fulfill,  their  cost, 
and  an  outline  of  the  method  of  raising  the  money  for  their  construc- 
tion, and  that  these  pamphlets  be  distributed  among  the  taxpayers 
for  their  consideration  and  criticism  and  final  support  in  carrying 
out  this  very  pressing  building  and  educational  program. 


JUNIATA— M.  B.  Wineland. 


It  affords  me  pleasure  to  report  steady  and  substantial  progress 
for  the  schools  of  Juniata.  The  fact  that  a  number  of  changes  took 
place  in  the  teaching  corps  during  th^e  year  made  it  a  bi|;  difScult  to 
get  the  best  results.  While  results  in  all  departments  were  not  all 
we  hoped  for,  yet  the  general  advancement  made  during  the  year  was 
very  satisfactory  as  a  whole. 
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By  reducing  the  length  of  the  holiday  vacation  and  by  holding  the 
teachers'  annual  institute  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  schools,  we  were 
able  to  teach  the  full  term  of  nine  months,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  the  schools  opened  a  month  late.  Commencement  exercises  o| 
the  high  school  on  June  14th,  when  twenty-two  young  people  received 
diplomas  closed  the  school  year. 

School  Worli. 

For  a  number  of  years  we  have  been  giving  much  attention  to  the 
subject  of  reading  in  the  primary  and  intermediate  grades,  and  the 
results,  we  think,  have  never  been  better  than  they  were  this  year. 
In  connection  with  the  work  in  reading  we  have  this  year  given 
special  attention  to  memorizing  choice  selections  of  prose  and  poetry. 
Language  and  arithmetic  have  been  taught  with  enthusiasm  and  suc- 
cess. The  teaching  of  music  under  the  direction  of  an  efficient  music 
supervisor  marks  an  important  epoch  in  the  history  of  our  schools. 
ISJot  much  by  way  of  the  mastery  of  music  as  an  art  or  a  science  can 
be  accomplished  in  a  j'ear,  but  the  good  effect  is  alread}^  noticeable  in 
the  more  rhythmic  and  more  harmonious  movements  of  the  children. 
The  teachers  have  entered  upon  the  instruction  of  music  in  the  belief 
that  it  is  as  essential  as  any  other  branch  of  elementary  education. 

The  work  in  the  high  school  was  up  to  the  usual  good  standard. 
The  percentage  of  attendance  for  several  months  during  the  term 
was  100%.  Some  pleasant  activities  of  the  year  were  interclass  con- 
tests which  showed  superior  ability  on  the  part  of  our  students.  We 
were  unfortunate  to  lose  several  good  teachers  who  were  induced  to 
take  up  more  lucrative  positions  elsewhere. 

The  teaching  force  has  been  increased  by  the  addition  of  two  mem- 
bers since  our  last  report.  The  body  of  teachers  ranks  high  in  pro- 
fessional skill.  All  but  three  hold  certificates  of  high  grade.  TTie 
fidelity  with  which  the  teachers  did  their  work  is  evidence  of  their 
interest  in  the  progress  and  welfare  of  the  pupils.  Our  schools  are 
in  the  hands  of  conscientious,  careful  and  competent  teachers  and 
their  tenure  of  office  is  assured  to  them  as  long  as  rational  methods 
are  used  and  good  results  are  realized.  Among  our  mo^t  progressive 
teachers  and  hardest  workers  are  some  that  have  taught  in  the  dis- 
trict many  years,  and  have  by  their  faithfulness  and  efficiency,  won 
the  esteem  and  confidence  of  their  patrons  and  the  school  board  as 
well. 

Obituary. 

The  reaper,  death  invaded  our  ranks  during  the  year  and  took  two 
of  our  faithful  and  conscientious  teachers.  Professor  S.  B.  Smith 
for  many  years  an  efficient  teacher  in  the  county  schools  and  for  the 
past  six  years,  the  esteemed  principal  of  the  Noble  Schools  in  our 
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town,  died  at  his  home  during  the  month  of  March,  1917.  Professor 
Hmith  was  well  fitted  for  tlie  i)osition  which  he  so  ably  filled,  and  the 
respect  and  reverence  in  which  he  was  held  was  shown  by  the  hun- 
dreds of  school  children  and  i>atrons  of  the  schools  who  paid  their 
last  tribute  of  respect  to  the  deceased  on  the  day  of  the  funeral  ser- 
vice. Professor  Smith  was  recognized  throughout  the  county  as  an 
educator  of  marked  ability. 

In  the  death  of  Miss  Ruth  Sprague  Mattern,  the  high  school  faculty 
lost  one  of  its  loyal  and  efiicient  teachers.  Miss  Mattern  was  a 
graduate  of  Bucknell  University  and  was  teaching  her  first  term. 
She  was  possessed  with  superior  qualities  both  of  mind  and  heart, 
and  was  an  able,  kind  and  faithful  teacher.  In  her  death  a  gloom 
was  cast  over  the  entire  student  body  and  high  school  faculty  which 
time  only  will  be  able  to  efface. 

In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  express  our  many  thanks  to  the  Depart- 
ment for  the  excellent  help  and  support  received  during  the  year. 


KANE— H.  O.  Dietrich. 


One  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-three  pupils  were  enrolled 
during  the  school  year  ending  July  1,  1917.  Two  important  school 
phases  were  investigated  during  the  year,  viz :  Child  Accounting  and 
a  series  of  measurements  in  spelling,  handwriting  and  arithmetic. 
The  results  of  these  investigations  were  printed  in  pamphlet  form 
and  sent  to  the  homes  of  Kane  so  that  all  might  know  of  the  work 
being  done  in  the  schools. 

Child-accounting  was  conducted  by  means  of  four  methods,  viz: 

1.  The  age  and  grade  method,  to  determine  the  social  function  of 

the  system. 

2.  The  progress  and  grade  method,  to  determine  the  educational 

function. 

3.  Locating  the  13-year-old  child,  to  determine  what  the  school 

accomplishes  for  the  children  within  the  compulsoiy  period. 

4.  Locate  repeaters.     Out  of  an  enrollment  of  1,481  elementary 

pupils  taken  during  the  first  month  of  school  831  or  about 
56%  were  over-age.  548  or  about  37%  were  normal;  100  or 
about  7%  were  young. 
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There  seemed  to  be  a  great  variation  throughout  the  system  be- 
tween girls  and  boys,  there  being  77%  of  the  boys  and  G%  of  the 
girls  young;  32%  of  the  boys  and  41.3%  of  the  girls  normal;  60%  of 
the  boys  and  52%  of  the  girls  old. 

From  the  progress  side  we  found  599  or  about  40%  had  made 
normal  progress;  449  or  about  30%  had  made  slow  progress,  437  or 
about  30%  had  made  rapid  progress.  Although  the  percentage  of 
pupils  who  had  made  normal  progress  might  be  somewhat  higher, 
yet  we  note  that  the  percentage  of  those  who  have  made  rapid  and 
slow  progress  are  very  nearly  alike.    This  is  as  it  should  be. 

A  combination  age  and  progress  investigation  revealed  that  208 
or  13.1%  were  under-age  and  had  made  rapid  progress;  221  or  14.1% 
Avere  under-age  and  made  normal  progress;  20  or  1.3%  were  under-age 
and  made  slow  progress,  9G  or  G.4%  were  normal  age  and  made  rapid 
progress.  344  or  24%  were  normal  age  and  made  normal  progress; 
159  or  11%  normal  age  and  made  slow  ftrogress.  14  or  9%  were 
over-age  and  made  rapid  progress.  133  or  7%  over-age  and  made 
normal  progress.  317  or  21.2%  over-age  and  made  slow  progress.  Of 
all  the  children  considered  in  this  tabulation  those  who  constitute 
the  greatest  problem  for  themselves,  for  society  and  the  system  are 
the  21.2%  who  are  both  over-age  and  are  making  slow  progress. 

The  lesson  learned  from  this  investigation  is  that  the  Kane  schools 
are  not  efficient  as  far  as  child  accounting  is  concerned. 

The  facts  brought  out  by  the  survey  are,  viz : 

1.  The  low  percentage  of  pupils  who  are  normal. 

2.  The  large  percentage  wlio  have  made  slow  progress. 

3.  That  about  26%  have  been  retained  in  the  system  from  1  to 

3  or  more  years. 

4.  63  of  the  13-year-olds  will  probably  drop  out  of  the  system 

without  completing  the  course. 

5.  That  {ill  of  these  children  are  not  getting  the  kind  of  instruc- 

tion they  should  get. 

6.  That  the  schools  are  neither  performing  their  social  nor  edu- 

cational function. 

The  main  purpose  of  a  survey  of  any  kind  is  to  reveal  that  i)art  of 
the  school  sj'^stem  that  does  not  bear  its  share  of  the  burden ;  to  have 
the  exceptional  case  stand  out  prominently.  The  facts  as  revealed 
by  the  sun^ey  are  of  no  significance  unless  we  find  out  the  reasons 
for  their  existence  and  then  not  rest  until  a  remedy  is  found. 

Investigation  showed  that: 

1.  An  elomentarv  school  coui'se  of  8^  years  existed. 

2.  That  quantity  was  given  the  preference  in  the  course. 

3.  Waste  of  1^  months  given  to  examinations. 
18 
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4.  Too  much  ironclad  rule  and  not  enough  initiative. 

5.  Children  trained  to  remember  facts  instead  of  being  trained 

to  think. 

6.  Standard  scales  and  measurements  were  never  used. 

Above  causes  and  conditions  were  removed  as  far  as  possible.  Miss 
Johnson,  a  graduate  of  University  of  Pennsylvania,  was  employed  as 
Retardation  Director.  Four  special  classes  were  organized.  After 
one  month  Miss  Johnson  discovered  twenty-three  children  in  the  sys- 
tem who  were  mentally  retarded  from  1  to  7|  years. 

She  visited  the  homes  of  the  children,  taked  matters  over  with  the 
parents  and  in  this  way  endeavored  to  improve  the  environment  of 
the  child.  In  this  way  practically  every  child  in  the  system  is  given 
a  square  deal.  The  detail  of  this  new  system  cannot  be  given,  suffice 
it  to  say,  however,  that  the  results  are  phenomenal.  The  average 
enrollment  per  teacher  has  been  reduced  very  materially  and  as  a 
result  better  work  is  being  accomplished. 

This  year  we  have  three  teachers  working  under  the  supervision  of 
Miss  Johnson. 

Provision  for  the  exceptionall}^  bright  child  also  has  been  made 
so  that  he  is  not  forced  to  lock-step.  Promotion  time  has  been  changed 
from  twice  yearly  to  three  times,  thus  permitting  greater  flexibility. 
The  result  at  the  close  was  gratifying.  By  selecting  the  retarded 
pupils  and  teaching  them  separately  the  teachers  had  only  the  average 
or  normal  child  in  her  room  and  as  a  result  practically  everybody 
was  promoted.     The  promotion  rate  being  93.8%. 

A  summer  school  of  six  weeks  was  conducted,  so  that  at  the  open- 
ing of  this  term  very  few  people  in  the  system  were  lock-stepping. 

Concerning  the  tests  conducted  during  the  year,  I  shall  only  note 
the  observations  and  mention  the  recommendations  made,  viz : 

Spelling : 

1.  Schools  differ  widely  in  spelling  ability. 

2.  Grades  of  like  denominations  differ  widely. 

3.  Kane  is  not  an  average  city  in  spelling. 

Recommendations : 

1.  That  retardation  be  reduced. 

2.  Arrange  spelling  lists  that  are  more  systematic  and  present 

spelling  facts. 

3.  The  child  should  be  taught  what  to  spell  instead  of  how  to 

spell. 
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Handwriting : 

1.  That  the  quality  of  parallel  grades  varies  very  much. 

2.  Some  schools    achieve  a  definite    progression,    while    other 

schools  are  without  consistent  policies  of  development. 

3.  That  the  Kane  schools  fell  below  the  average  of  56%  as  set 

by  the  National  Society  by  10%. 

4.  That  the  four  upper  grades  exceed  the  average  of  similar 

grades  in  12  other  cities  by  3%. 

5.  That  some  of  the  highest  averages  were  made  in  the  lower 

grades. 

6.  Kane  cannot  be  called  an  average  city  in  handwriting. 

Recommendations : 

1.  That  we  paj^  strict  attention  to  the  arm  or  muscle  movement. 

2.  That  each  teacher  be  supplied  with  an  Ayres  writing  scale. 

3.  That  teachers  test  the  handwriting  from  time  to  time. 

4.  That  by  another  year  we  reach  the  standai*y  of  56%. 

Arithmetic : 

1.  There  is  no  efficiency  in  the  teaching  of  addition  save  in  the 

8th  grade  which  was  4%. 

2.  That  there  was  practically  no  efficiency  in  the  teaching  of 

the  fundamentals. 

Recommendations : 

1.  That  standard  tests  be  substituted  for  the  old  examination 

system. 

2.  That  tests  be  purchased  and  the  teacher  allowed  to  use  them 

to  produce  individual  interest. 

3.  That  we  study  minimum  essentials  in  arithmetic. 

Time  and  space  do  not  permit  me  to  explain  in  detail  just  what 
we  are  accomplishing  along  these  investigations  made  during  the 
year.  I  might  say  however  that  anyone  further  interested  in  work  of 
this  kind  may  get  information  in  pamphlet  form  under  the  headings 
of— 

1.  Estimates  or  Positiveism,  Which  ? 

2.  Child  Accounting  in  the  Kane  schools. 

3.  The  Child,  Where  Is  He? 

by  addressing  the  superintendent  of  the  Kane  schools. 


18—11—1917 
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KITTANNING— F.  W.  Goodwin. 


Our  high  school  opened  Sept.  18th  for  all  pnpils  over  16  years  of 
age  and  Sept.  29th  for  all  other  pnpils.  The  length  of  the  school  day 
was  increased  so  that  more  time  has  been  put  in  by  the  teachers  in 
actual  class  room  work  than  has  been  done  in  previous  years. 

The  work  of  the  present  year  has  been  the  most  satisfactory  of 
all  the  ten  years  that  I  have  had  charge  of  it.  The  quantity  was 
fully  up  to  the  course  and  the  quality  was  considerably  above  what 
we  ever  before  attained.  The  number  failing  of  promotion  was  12^ 
per  cent.  Last  year  it  was  17  per  cent.  We  are  satisfied  that  the 
Step  System  which  has  been  followed  in  the  grades  for  a  number  of 
years  and  was  extended  through  the  high  school  this  year  and  an 
increased  amount  of  time  given  to  individual  work  are  largely  re- 
sponsible for  these  results. 

With  the  opening  of  the  year  a  Home  Making  Department  was 
established  under  the  direction  of  the  State  Department.  This  work 
was  seriously  handicapped  by  changes  in  the  teaching  force.  The 
supervisor,  Miss  Kuth  Thompson,  was  compelled  to  leave  the  work 
on  account  of  serious  illness  in  her  home.  After  a  month,  during 
which  time  a  supply  teacher  had  charge  of  the  work.  Miss  Isabel 
Haag  of  Williamsport,  Pa.,  was  elected  and  has  the  work  fairly  well 
arranged  for  the  coming  year. 

The  work  in  our  manual  training  department  has  been  materially 
increased.  In  addition  to  the  usual  work  now  given  in  mechanical 
drawing  and  in  woodwork,  a  full,  practical  course  is  now  given  in 
cement  work.  This  work  is  required  of  all  agricultural  pupils  and 
is  elective  for  all  other  pupils  in  the  high  school. 

The  new  laAV  governing  labor  certificates  has  worked  very  satis- 
fartorily  in  this  district.  During  the  year  only  five  regular  certifi- 
cates were  issued.  During  the  same  time  however,  thirty-seven  vaca- 
tion certificates  were  issued. 

During  vacation  times  a  number  of  repairs  and  improvements  have 
been  made  in  the  buildings.  By  the  time  for  opening  school  again, 
every  building  will  be  in  first-class  condition.  This  has  necessitated 
the  expenditure  of  over  S3,000.00  in  plumbing  and  electric  work  alone. 

The  year's  work  has  been  marked  by  a  determination  on  the  part 
of  our  board  to  give  the  district  the  best  within  its  reach  and  by  a 
most  hearty  and  loyal  cooperation  on  the  part  of  the  teaching  force 
and  of  the  district  at  large. 
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LANCASTER— H.  B.  Work. 


Schools  were  opened  on  October  4th,  191G,  and  closed  on  Jnne  29th, 
1917,  having  been  in  session  ISo  days,  Avith  the  exception  of  three 
gchools  which  were  kept  closed  by  the  local  board  of  health  for  one 
week  after  the  State  qnarantine  was  lifted  because  of  a  center  of  in- 
fection of  infantile  paralysis  in  the  neighborhood  of  these  particular 
schools. 

The  total  enrollment  in  the  day  schools  was,  boys  3,580  ;  girls,  3,491 ; 
total  7,071.  Enrolled  at  the  end  of  the  year,  boys  3,152;  girls  3,104; 
total  6,256.  Number  of  pupils  lost  for  all  reasons,  boys  428;  girls 
387 ;  total  815.  Lost  by  removal  from  the  city,  boys  191 ;  girls  161 ; 
total  352.  Withdrawn  to  go  to  work,  boys  147 ;  girls  94 ;  total  241. 
The  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  year  was,  boys  93.4 ;  girls  82.6 ; 
total  93.1.  Number  of  pupils  neither  absent  nor  tardy  for  the  entire 
year,  boys  334;  girls  377;  total  711,  equal  to  10%  of  the  total  enroll- 
ment for  the  year. 

In  the  high  schools  there  were  enrolled,  boys  378;  girls  448;  total 
826.  Of  this  number  there  remained  at  the  close  of  the  year,  boys 
303 ;  girls  393 ;  total  696.  Withdrawals  numbered,  boys  75 ;  girls  55 ; 
total  130.  The  number  of  withdrawals  in  the  boys'  high  school  was 
large.  The  reasons  assigned  were  these:  ill  health  2;  failure  to  pay 
tuition  1 ;  to  enter  private  or  other  schools  3 ;  removed  from  the  city 
9;  military  enlistments  in  various  branches  of  service  15;  to  go  to 
work  45.  A  number  of  reasons  contributed  to  the  withdrawing  to  go 
to  work.  During  the  building  of  the  new  school  for  boys,  both  schools 
have  occupied  the  one  building.  The  hours  for  the  boys  were  from 
8  a.  m.  to  12:15  p.  m.,  and  for  the  girls  from  1  p.  m.  to  5:15  p.  m. 
Many  of  the  boys  secured  employment  for  the  afternoons.  Some  of 
them  were  influenced  by  the  good  wages  secured  to  give  up  school  for 
permanent  employment. 

The  causes  assigned  for  withdrawal  in  the  girls'  High  school  were 
the  following:  removal  from  the  city  6;  poor  health  10;  needed  in  the 
home  7;  not  prepared  for  the  work  1 ;  to  go  to  work  18;  to  enter  other 
schools  2 ;  change  of  life  plan  1 ;  indifference  1 ;  at  home  2 ;  reason 
not  stated  7. 

In  order  to  provide  for  faster  progress  through  the  schools,  semi- 
annual promotions  were  introduced  at  the  o])oning  of  the  year.  About 
40%  of  the  enrollment  of  the  elementary  grades  were  placed  in  classes 
which  completed  the  work  of  the  grade  in  seven  months,  and  were 
then  promoted  to  the  grade  next  higher.    These  classes  are  expected 
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to  complete  the  next  grade  in  seven  months,  also,  thus  gaining  a  half 
year  and  providing  the  first  groups  of  mid-year  pupils.  The  number 
of  pupils  so  advanced  in  April  was  2,432.  These  divisions  have  done 
good  work.  Their  industry,  enthusiasm  and  progress  have  been  a  sur- 
prise to  their  teachers.  They  have  given  a  splendid  example  of  what 
pupils  can  and  will  do  when  they  are  given  the  opportunity. 

On  September  16th,  appropriate  exercises  were  held  in  connection 
with  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone  of  a  new  high  school  building  for 
the  Boys'  High  School.  Addresses  were  made  by  Hon.  Martin  G. 
Brumbaugh,  Governor  of  the  State,  Hon.  Frank  B.  McClain,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  Hon  Nathan  C.  Schaefifer,  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction,  and  others.  At  this  writing  rapid  progress  is 
being  made  in  its  construction  and  indications  are  that  it  will  be 
ready  for  occupancy  early  in  the  coming  term. 

The  usual  plan  of  having  institute  programs  on  Saturdays  was 
continued.  Among  the  speakers  secured  were  Miss  Margaret  Mc- 
Guire,  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Dr.  Francis  Green,  Hon.  M.  P.  Shawkey,  Dr. 
Waitman  Barbe,  Dr.  Byron  Forbush,  Dr.  L.  C  Lord,  Dr.  H.  H.  Apple, 
Dr.  H.  M.  J.  Klein,  Dr.  O.  P.  Cornman,  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Dr.  Duncan 
Yocum,  Hon.  S.  D.  Fess  and  Hon.  Reed  B.  Teitrick.  The  discussions 
covered  a  variety  of  subjects.  The  expressions  of  the  teachers  who 
attended  were  to  the  efifect  that  the  series  constituted  the  best  insti- 
tute that  has  yet  been  secured. 

For  four  years  the  board  of  education  has  maintained  a  school  for 
the  instruction  of  deaf  children.  There  were  five  children  taking  regu- 
lar instruction.  Excellent  progress  was  made.  The  lip  method  was 
used  and  all  the  pupils  made  commendable  progress  in  articulate 
speech.  In  addition  to  this  regular  class,  instruction  and  training 
was  given  to  a  number  of  pupils  who  had  marked  speech  defects. 
These  continued  with  their  regular  classes  coming  to  the  oral  school 
by  special  assignment  for  individual  training. 

A  special  school  for  out-of-step  and  backward  children  has  been 
maintained  for  the  past  five  years.  In  the  year  just  closed  47  pupils 
were  enrolled.  The  sessions  were  from  9  a.  m.  until  2  p.  m..  From 
9  to  11  a.  m.  the  chief  attention  was  given  to  mental  training.  From 
11  a.  m.  to  12  m.  was  the  lunch  and  recreation  period.  From  12  m. 
till  2  p.  m.  the  program  called  for  manual  or  vocational  work.  Fol- 
lowing a  conference  more  than  a  year  ago  with  Dr.  Francis  N.  Max- 
field,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  more  attention  has  been  given 
to  training  by  doing,  than  to  text-book  instruction.  Much  work  was 
done  in  testing  and  determining  the  mental  ability  of  certain  pupils. 
At  least  six  of  those  so  tested  should  be  in  institutions.  The  school 
both  on  the  side  of  instruction  of  its  regular  pupils,  and  in  the  testing 
of  other  special  cases,  has  done  good  work. 
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A  detailed  report  of  the  continuation  school  work  has  been  for- 
warded to  the  Bureau  of  Industrial  Education.  A  total  of  657  per- 
manent, and  144  vacation  certificates  were  issued.  Permanent  certifi- 
cates were  issued  to  376  difi'erent  minors,  and  vacation  certificates  to 
128.     The  continuation  school  enrollment  was  699. 

The  Board  of  Education  has  authorized  the  establishment  of 
courses  in  manual  training  and  household  economics  in  the  high 
schools  with  opening  of  schools  next  year. 


LANSFORD— E.  E.  Kuntz. 


June  15  ended  another  successful  year  of  school  work  in  Lansford. 

Commencement  exercises  were  held  June  14.  Nearly  all  members  of 
the  graduating  class  have  arranged  to  continue  their  education  in 
higher  institutions  the  Coming  school  year. 

This  year  marked  the  introduction  of  regular  courses  in  music, 
physical  culture,  kindergarten  and  household  departments.  An  ex- 
cellent beginning  was  made  in  all  these  departments.  Special  super- 
visors had  charge  of  the  work.  During  the  year  a  continuation  school 
was  opened  with  an  enrollment  of  fifty-eight  dift'erent  pupils.  These 
V,  ere  given  the  required  work  in  both  academic  and  industrial  work. 
Thirteen  of  these  were  from  other  districts  who  work  in  Lansford. 

The  greatest  achievement  of  the  year  was  the  completing  of  our 
new  high  school  building.  Work  was  begun  in  January  in  all  grades 
of  school  work  in  the  new  building.  To  say  that  the  building  is  com- 
plete in  structure  and  equipment  is  putting  it  mildly.  New  furni- 
ture and  equipment  was  installed  throughout. 

The  dedication  of  the  new  building  on  May  30  was  in  every  respect 
the  greatest  day  in  the  history  of  Lansford.  A  parade  with  about 
five  thousand  marchers  was  held.  In  addition  to  the  public  and 
I>arochial  school  children  in  line  were  the  various  organizations  and 
secret  societies  of  town  and  all  the  societies  of  the  various  Catholic 
churches  including  the  English  speaking  Catholic,  the  Slavish,  Polish 
and  Greek  churches.  The  spirit  of  good  fellowship  existing  among 
the  various  religious  denominations  was  strongly  manifested  by  the 
gathering  on  this  occasion. 

The  dedicatory  address  was  given  by  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer, 
Supt.  of  Public  Instruction,  who  paid  a  glowing  tribute  to  our  school 
building. 
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Other  addresses  were  made  by  Dr.  J.  George  Beclit,  Sec.  State 
Board  of  Education ;  Rev.  Adam  Nagay  of  Hazleton,  Pa„  who  repre- 
sented the  Shivish  League;  County  Supt.  James  J.  Bevan ;  W.  G. 
Thomas,  Esq.,  Pres.  of  the  Lansford  Board  of  School  Directors,  and 
the  district  superintendent  of  schools. 

All  departments  of  school  work  are  carried  on  in  the  new  building 
liom  the  kindergarten  through  all  grades  including  the  high  school. 
A  large  and  well  equipped  gymnasium  adds  greatly  to  the  work  in 
physical  training. 

During  the  year  the  teachers'  association  conducted  a  series  of 
Star  Course  Entertainments.  The  proceeds  from  the  course  was  used 
in  defraying  the  expenses  of  a  teacher  training  course.  The  fol- 
lowing experts  Avere  engaged  for  a  series  of  conferences:  Prof. 
Zeigler  of  Philadelphia  High  School,  Dr.  Yocum  and  Dr.  Suhrie  of 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Miss  Florence  E.  Bamberger  of 
Johns  Hopkins  University.  These  conferences  were  very  instructive 
and  were  worth  the  effort. 

We  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  State  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  for  their  liberal  advice  and  help  during  the  year,  and 
especially  for  the  part  taken  by  the  Department  in  the  dedication  of 
our  new  building. 


LATROBE— R.  M.  Steele. 


The  work  of  the  past  school  year  in  this  district  contained  nothing 
of  a  spectacular  or  unusual  nature.  The  Board  of  Education,  super- 
intendent and  teachers  c()nd)ined  their  efforts  to  improve  the  char- 
acter of  the  work  by  raising  the  individual  standard  of  teaching  and 
by  developing  a  course  of  study  through  joint  efforts  of  teachers  and 
superintendent  'n  which,  so  far  as  possible,  non-essentials  were  elimi- 
nated and  essentials  were  included. 

An  attempt  was  made  in  grade  meetings  and  department  meetings 
to  evaluate  the  methods  and  the  matter  in  use.  The  teachers  of  each 
grade  met  monthly  under  the  leadership  of  a  ward  principal.  The 
discussions  at  these  meetings  were  based  on  the  actual  work  being 
done,  the  aid  in  each  subject,  the  eliminations  possible  and  advisable, 
and  the  best  methods  of  accomplishing  the  work  to  be  done.  The 
methods  were  tried  out,  and  the  results  incorporated  into  the  course 
of  study.  Considerable  progress  was  apparent  in  supervised  study 
as  over  against  home  study  or  haphazard  study  of  the  traditional 
type.    Growing  out  of  the  experience  in  this  work,  new  programs  for 


No.  11.  LATROBE.  279 

npper  grade  pupils  were  arranged  providing  time  for  study  of  each 
subject  under  the  teacher's  direction.  This  was  done  by  reducing 
the  number  of  recitations  daily  and  emphasizing  the  study  program 
rather  than  the  recitation  program. 

In  an  attempt  to  make  the  curriculum  conform  more  closely  to 
community  needs,  the  high  school  course  of  study  was  modified  by  the 
introduction  of  a  general  course  which  reduces  the  foreign  language 
and  mathematics  requirements  for  graduation,  and  includes  electives 
along  more  practical  lines  such  as  commercial  work  and  domestic 
science. 

The  Household  Arts  Department  during  its  first  year  justified  its 
introduction  by  the  actual  service  rendered  to  the  community.  All 
departments  of  the  public  school  and  all  school  buildings  have  been 
made  available  for  community  activities  such  as  Boy  Scouts,  Red 
Cross,  First  Aid  Classes,  Choral  Society,  and  Orchestras,  in  addition 
to  the  regular  school  organizations.  The  habit  of  using  school  build- 
ings for  extra  school  work  and  community  interests  is  rapidly  being 
formed. 

Summing  up,  the  year's  work  has  meant  substantial  progress  in 
school  enrollment,  in  enforcing  school  attendance,  and  in  holding 
pupils  in  the  upper  grades  and  high  school.  This  was  accomplished 
by  making  the  work  less  formal  and  more  practical  and  by  attempting 
to  adjust  courses  of  stud}^  to  individual  and  community  needs, 
(xratifying  advances  were  also  made  in  eliminating  non-essentials, 
in  making  the  curriculum  conform  more  closely  to  modern  social 
demands,  and  in  substituting  for  archaic  methods  of  instruction  the 
methods  of  modern  business  and  modern  industry. 

The  Latrobe  public  schools  are  consciously  trying  to  accomplish 
the  above,  keeping  in  mind  as  a  goal  of  instruction  independence  of 
thought,  power  to  do,  and  right  conduct. 

I  desire,  in  submitting  this  report,  to  express  to  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  and  to  the  State  Board  of  Education  my  appre- 
ciation for  their  courtesies  and  helpfulness  and  the  assistance  they 
have  rendered  in  making  the  above  results  possible. 


LEBANON— E.  M.  Balsbaugh. 


The  schools  opened  Friday,  September  29,  1916,  four  weeks  later 
than  the  time  scheduled,  owing  to  the  infantile  paralysis  epidemic. 
In  an  endeavor  to  recover  time  lost  several  of  the  usual  holidays  were 
omitted  ;  the  term  closed  June  1 5. 

The  attendance  for  the  year  shows  a  slight  increase  over  previous 
years,  totaling  3,433. 
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There  were  enrolled  in  the  Continuation  School  462  pupils,  in  the 
Evening  School  175.  The  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  regular 
day  school  was  92;  in  the  Continuation  School,  90;  in  the  Evening 
School,  75. 

From  the  high  school  there  were  graduated  107,  the  largest  class 
in  the  history  of  the  school.  There  were  promoted  from  the  grammar 
schools  into  the  high  school  128  pupils. 

Surveys  were  made  to  determine  the  eflSciency  of  the  teaching  in 
the  various  branches;  notably  in  arithmetic,  by  making  use  of  the 
Courtis  Standard  Test ;  in  spelling,  by  using  the  Ayres'  Spelling  Tests ; 
and  in  writing  by  using  the  Ayres'  Scale  of  Testing  Penmanship  and 
the  Zaner  Handwriting  Scales  and  Standards.  In  all  the  tests  made 
our  schools  showed  satisfactory  proficiency.  Especial  efforts  were 
made  during  the  term  to  teach  the  local  industries,  civics,  geography, 
etc.  The  boys  of  the  Industrial  Course  in  the  high  school  under  the 
caption,  "What  Lebanon  Makes  and  What  Makes  Lebanon,"  made  an 
industrial  census  of  the  city,  including  all  places  of  industry  of  what- 
ever description  and  turned  over  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  a 
detailed  report  of  the  same.  The  classes  in  science  and  history  visited 
different  industrial  establishments  to  make  a  practical  study  of  many 
of  the  principles  expounded  in  their  text  books.  Along  all  lines 
endeavors  were  made  to  give  a  vitalizing,  practical  touch  to  the  teach- 
ing so  as  to  bring  the  schools  into  closer  relationship  with  the  average 
every  day  life  of  the  community. 

The  social  activities  of  the  schools  retained  their  prominent  posi- 
tion. The  Parent-Teachers'  Associations  continued  to  exert  helpful 
influence.  Educational  Sunday  was  observed  in  the  churches  of  the 
city  October  1,  1910.  with  appropriate  exercises  and  sermons  relating 
to  education.  During  the  week  of  February  5-9  a  Go-to-School  Week 
was  observed.  Invitations  were  extended  to  the  patrons  and  friends 
of  the  schools  to  visit  the  schools  while  at  their  regular  work.  A 
session  of  the  high  school  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening,  February  6, 
from  7:00  to  9:30  o'clock,  to  afford  an  opportunity  for  visitation  to 
those  who  were  unable  to  visit  during  the  day  time.  The  total  num- 
ber of  visitors  for  the  week  was  1,689. 

The  annual  concert  by  the  High  School  Orchestra  and  Glee  Club 
was  held  on  the  evening  of  April  20.  An  inter-high  school  debate 
was  held  with  the  Easton  high  school  on  the  evening  of  May  4,  our 
team  winning  the  decision  of  the  judges.  The  Junior  class  of  the 
high  school  had  their  annual  debate  with  the  Myerstown  high  school 
April  27.  On  April  19  the  schools  participated  in  the  city's  cele- 
bration of  Patriot's  Day  and  war  parade.  But  the  climax  of  the 
year's  social  events  was  the  annual  May  Day  Fete,  held  May  18,  on 
the  grounds  of  the  Lebanon  Valley  Fair  Association.  Fully  400 
boys  partricipated  in  track  and  field  events  while  more  than  2,000 
girls  and  younger  boys  indulged  in  folk  songs  and  dances,  drills. 
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ribbon  dances,  and  May  pole  dances.  It  is  estimated  that  moj'e 
than  5,000  visitors  attended  the  Fete.  During  the  same  afternoon 
a  track  and  field  "meet"  of  all  the  high  schools  of  the  county  and 
city  was  held.  It  is  hoped  to  make  this  county  "meet"  an  annual 
affair.  The  high  water  mark  in  educational  sentiment  for  the  com- 
munity was  attained  on  the  occasion  of  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone 
of  the  new  High  School  Building,  Sixth  and  Chestnut  streets,  at 
high  noon  on  Friday,  November  17,  1916.  The  ceremony  was  per- 
formed by  the  grand  lodge  officers  of  the  Masonic  body  of  the  State, 
Eight  Worshipful  Grand  Master  Hon.  Louis  A.  Watres,  of  Scranton, 
being  in  charge.  , 

For  the  advancement  of  the  teaching  profession  the  usual  efforts 
were  made.  A  series  of  institute  sessions  were  held  August  29,  30 
and  31,  October  14,  and  November  11,  Monthly  meetings  of  the 
various  grades  of  teachers  were  held  under  the  direction  of  the  Super- 
intendent, the  Supervisor  of  Music,  the  Supervisor  of  Drawing  and 
the  High  School  Principal.  On  Saturday,  February  3,  1917,  an  insti- 
tute was  held  jointly  with  the  teachers  of  the  county.  An  excellent 
program  had  been  arranged  and  much  good  accrued  therefrom. 
Further  growth  on  the  part  of  our  teachers  was  manifested  by  the 
large  amount  of  professional  reading  accomplished  during  the  school 
year.  All  of  our  teachers,  except  five  who  resigned,  were  re-elected 
for  the  1917-18  term  at  an  increased  salary.  That  the  Board  of 
Directors  recognizes  the  importance  of  retaining  efficient  teachers  is 
seen  in  the  fact  that  during  the  last  three  years  there  has  been  a  total 
increase  of  over  30  per  cent,  in  the  teachers'  salary  budget. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  October  6,  1916,  resolu- 
tions were  adopted  creating  the  Department  of  School  Nursing  and 
authorizing  the  Superintendent  to  engage  a  competent  trained  nurse. 
Immediately  a  nurse  was  employed  and,  after  a  series  of  conferences 
between  the  medical  inspector,  nurse  and  Superintendent  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  work  to  be  done,  she  began  a  most  useful  year  of  service. 
The  medical  inspector  made  a  systematic  routine  inspection  of  all 
the  pupils  in  the  schools.  He  investigated  numerous  special  cases 
and  gave  treatment  in  many  instances.  His  complete  report  with 
detailed  statistics  has  been  sent  the  State  Health  Department. 

The  report  of  the  truant  officer  shows  the  following  statistics : 

Total  cases  considered, 1  841 

Number  of  written  notices  served  on  parents, 48 

Number  of  suits  brought  against  parents  or  guardians  for 

failing  to  send  their  children  to  school, 3 

Number  of  convictions,  1 

The  amount  of  fines  imposed,  $1  00 

Number  of  times  reported  at  Superintendent's  office, 165 
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LEWISTOWN— T.  Latimer  Brooks. 


Our  school  term  closed  June  22.  We  had  180  days  of  school.  No 
change  in  schedule  was  made  in  any  way  after  the  beginning  of 
schools  in  October.  While  our  term  closed  live  weeks  later  than  the 
preceding  year  we  failed  to  notice  any  material  difference  to  attend- 
ance rates  or  in  interest  manifested  by  pupils.  Apparently  as  many 
pupils  were  sorry  that  school  was  over  as  were  happy.  And  now, 
after  only  four  weeks  of  vacation,  as  many  as  usual  are  asking  when 
school  will  begin  and  are  anxious  for  school  life  and  activities.  I 
believe  that  the  proverbial  child's  dislike  for  school  is  largely  a  tra- 
dition originating  from  the  adult  mind.  That  the  apparent  familiar 
longing  for  vacation  that  appears  about  a  month  before  the  close 
of  the  term  each  year  would  not  appear  if  it  were  not  suggested  and 
fostered  by  teacher  or  parent  counting  the  days  until  vacation.  I 
hope  to  see  the  time  when  school,  not  necessarilj^  tasks  in  the  three 
K's  merely  but  an  institution  planned  to  develop  all  the  activities  of 
the  child's  life,  will  be  a  year  around  institution  with  vacations  of 
reasonable  length  and  holidays  at  holiday  times. 

We  enrolled  2,033  pupils  in  our  schools.  Three  hundred  twenty-six 
of  these  were  in  the  high  school.  Tlie  total  average  monthly  enroll- 
ment was  1,878.  The  average  monthly  enrollment  in  the  high  school 
was  288.  We  had  35  teachers  in  the  grades  which  means  that  the 
average  total  enrollment  to  a  teacher  was  49  and  the  average  monthly 
enrollment  was  45  pupils  per  teacher.  We  had  only  8  teachers  in  the 
high  school  for  a  total  enrollment  of  326  and  an  average  enrollment 
of  288  which  means  an  average  total  enrollment  per  teacher  of  41 
or  an  average  month  by  month  enrollment  of  36  per  teacher.  Every 
one  knows  that  such  conditions  are  very  undesirable  and  not  emula- 
tive. Our  handicap  was  lack  of  room.  We  expect  to  have  more  room 
next  year  and  the  directors  have  elected  three  additional  teachers  in 
the  grades  and  one  more  in  the  high  school. 

Ninety-two  and  seven-tenths  per  cent,  of  our  last  month's  enroll- 
ment were  promoted.  Ninety-eight  per  cent,  of  those  promoted  are 
promoted  without  conditions  in  any  subject.  Our  promotions  are 
made  from  a  summarization  of  the  pupil's  work  for  the  year  and  not 
from  the  results  of  a  final  term  examination.  Examinations  are 
given  in  all  grades  above  the  fourth  but  all  those  having  an  average 
in  any  subject  10  per  cent,  above  the  required  average  for  passing 
are  excused  from  the  examination.  Our  examinations  are  used  not 
so  much  as  a  test  of  the  pupil's  preparation  for  promotion  as  an  index 
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of  the  correctness  or  incorrectness  of  the  teacher's  jndgment  of  who 
should  be  promoted  or  who  should  remain  another  term.  For  this 
purpose,  also,  and  for  the  purpose  of  judging  the  thoroughness  of  the 
instruction  frequent  short  tests  and  examinations  are  given  through- 
out the  term.  Personally,  I  have  not  much  sympathy  for  the  system 
that  condemns  large  numbers  of  pupils  to  stay  in  the  same  room,  sit 
at  the  same  desk,  read  the  same  stories,  and  do  the  same  sameness. 
very  often  in  the  same  way  for  one-twelfth  the  complete  school  life. 
A  comparative  table  of  enrollment  and  attendance  figures  for  seven 
years  made  during  the  fifth  month  furnished  us  some  very  interesting 
figures  which  indicate  that  we  have  been  fairly  successful  in  holding 
our  pupils  in  school  until  the  upper  grades  are  reached  an<I  completed. 
In  six  years  time  we  have  had  a  total  increase  in  the  fifth  month's 
enrollment  of  434  pupils.  The  first  grade  shows  an  increase  of  0 
pupils  or  3  per  cent. ;  the  second  grade  10  i)upils  or  5  per  cent. ;  third 
39  pupils  or  21  per  cent. ;  fourth  43  pupils  or  23  per  cent. ;  fifth  37 
pupils  or  23  per  cent. ;  sixth  70  pupils  or  (U)  per  cent. ;  seventh 
GO  pupils  or  50  per  cent. ;  eighth  47  pupils  or  52  per  cent. ;  high  school 
122  pupils  or  71  per  cent.;  high  school  senior  class  21  pupils  or  117 
per  cent.  With  practically  the  same  first  grade  enrollment  in  1917 
as  in  1911  the  eighth  grade  of  1917  exceeds  the  sixth  of  1911  and  the 
seventh  is  almost  as  large  as  the  third  or  fourth  of  1911.  Of  the  total 
gain  of  434  pupils,  309  or  almost  three-fourths  of  the  gain  has  been 
above  the  fifth  grade  and  122  pupils  or  more  than  one-fourth  of  the 
increase  has  been  in  the  high  school  classes.  Two  hundred  seven 
pupils  or  almost  half  of  the  increase  has  been  in  the  sixth,  seventh 
and  eighth  grades.  This  is  very  gratifying  inasmuch  as  the  number 
of  pupils  from  other  districts  that  have  entered  these  three  grades 
during  the  past  two  years  is  only  two  more  than  the  number  of  our 
own  pupils  who  have  moved  from  the  district.  Consequently,  the 
growth  is  from  within. 

In  a  campaign  that  was  limited  to  one  school  month  in  time  and 
for  which  not  more  than  one-half  day  of  school  Avas  allowed  to  be 
taken  and  in  which  the  schools  of  each  building  gave  an  entertain- 
ment, held  a  cake  and  candy  sale,  and  gathered  newspapers  and  maga- 
zines for  sale,  our  schools  raised  more  than  |700  for  the  purchase 
of  victrolas  and  records.  A  school  victrola  was  purchased  for  each 
building  and  the  balance  expended  in  records.  In  the  purchasing  of 
the  records  a  committee  of  teachers  was  appointed  whose  duty  it  was 
to  censor  all  records  purchased.  The  victrola  has  its  place  in  the 
school  but  its  place  is  not  to  be  used  to  dispense  some  of  the  common 
music  that  can  be  procured.  We  hope  through  this  committee  to 
secure  a  library  of  the  desirable  records  and  also  to  save  money 
by  preventing  duplication  of  records  where  duplication  is  not  needed 
in  a  school  system  the  size  of  ours.    At  the  close  of  the  year  an  enter- 
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tainment  was  given  by  pupils  from  all  the  schools  consisting  of  a 
very  pretty  cantata  and  the  exhibition  of  folk  dances.  This  proved  a 
very  successful  and  popular  entertainment. 

About  the  first  of  May  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Educa- 
tional Thrift  Service  our  directors  adopted  a  savings  fund  system  for 
our  schools.  At  the  close  of  school  after  the  system  had  been  in  opera- 
tion for  nine  weeks,  there  was  a  total  of  640  depositors  and  |919.44 
on  deposit  in  bank.  I  believe  that  the  system  will  be  highly  beneficial 
in  our  district.  It  was  rather  surprising  as  well  as  gratifying  to 
learn,  also,  that  more  than  one-half  of  our  children  had  already 
started  savings  accounts  of  different  kinds.  In  one  school  of  45  pupils 
35  had  savings  accounts  started  before  the  system  was  introduced  in 
our  schools. 

Our  new  high  school  building  is  nearing  completion.  We  have 
been  promised  a  part  of  it  for  use  in  September.  We  fear,  however, 
the  fallibility  of  human  builders,  especially,  in  these  trying  times  of 
shortage  of  labor  and  materials.  We  believe  that  we  shall  have  a 
very  commodious  and  complete  building  when  it  is  finished.  The 
building  is  134  feet  square  with  the  heating  plant  entirely  outside 
of  the  building.  In  the  two  stories  above  the  basement  there  are  18 
class  rooms  and  two  large  study  halls,  an  auditorium  with  seating 
capacity  of  over  900  and  a  stage  22x35  feet,  board  room  and  library, 
superintendent's  office,  two  teachers'  rooms,  and  pupils'  wash  rooms. 
In  the  basement  there  are  six  large  rooms  for  Domestic  Arts  and 
Manual  Training  departments,  two  supply  rooms,  a  large  gymnasium, 
boys  and  girls  showers  and  wash  rooms,  and  two  locker  rooms  accom- 
modating about  300  lockers  each.  Complete  equipment  is  provided 
throughout  for  electric  program  clocks  and  gongs,  telephones,  and 
vacuum  sweeping  apparatus.  The  building  is  situated  on  a  six  acre 
plot.  It  stands  about  200  feot  from  the  street.  There  is  sufficient 
ground  at  the  rear  and  side  for  all  the  usual  high  school  athletic 
activities.  The  grounds  at  the  front  will  be  laid  out  in  lawns  and 
planted  with  trees  and  shrubbery.  The  unpleasant  and  really  an 
unfortunate  feature  in  connection  with  the  construction  has  been 
the  unusual  advance  in  the  cost  of  building  and  equipping  material 
and  labor.  This  has  run  the  cost  far  beyond  the  original  estimate 
and  has  forced  upon  the  district  an  increase  in  tax  levy  much  above 
what  had  been  expected.  We  must  trust,  however,  that  the  advant- 
ages that  may  accrue  to  the  children  through  its  construction  will 
speedily  assuage  all  misunderstandings  and  embitterments  that  may 
have  arisen  and  that  those  who  have  labored  so  unselfishly  in  the 
cause  for  which  it  stands  may  in  the  very  near  future  view  with  com- 
plaisance the  results  of  their  sacrificing  labor  and  forethought. 
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LOCK  HAVEN— C.  W.  Hunt. 


The  following  is  a  brief  report  on  the  progress  and  condition  of  the 
schools  in  the  district  of  Lock  Haven. 

Enrollment. 

No  marked  increase  in  the  elementary  school  enrollment  is  re- 
corded, but  the  high  school  showed  a  gain  of  approximately  sixty, 
making  a  total  of  383  in  the  five  classes.  There  was  a  25  per  cent, 
increase  in  the  freshman  class.  A  class  of  fifty-five  were  graduated 
from  the  high  school. 

Teachers'  Salaries. 

In  the  fall  of  191G  the  elementary  school  teachers  were  given  an 
increase  in  salaries  based  on  the  length  of  service.  Tlie  Board  also 
adopted  the  following  resolution  relative  to  a  salary  schedule: 

Resolved,  That  the  following  schedule  for  regular  elementary 
school  teachers  be  put  into  effect  July  1,  1917 : 

1.  The  minimum  salary  of  a  teacher  during  the  first  year  of  service 
shall  be  |50.00  per  school  month. 

2.  The  minimum  salary  of  a  teacher  during  the  second  year  of 
service  shall  be  $52.50  plus  salary  credit  for  summer  school  attend- 
ance as  hereafter  specified. 

3.  The  minimum  salaiy  of  a  teacher  during  her  fourth  year  of 
service  shall  be  $55.00  plus  salary  credit  for  summer  school  attend- 
ance as  hereafter  specified. 

4.  The  maximum  salary  shall  be  $62.50. 

5.  All  increases  beyond  any  minimum  shall  be  based  on  summer 
study  at  a  college  of  recognized  standing  on  the  following  bases: 

a.  A  certificate  must  be  presented  showing  the  work  which  was 
completed. 

b.  The  monthl}-  salary  shall  be  increased  by  75  cents  for  each 
point  earned  in  the  summer  course  as  shown  by  the  certificate. 

c.  One  hour  of  recitation  work  or  two  of  practicum  work  daily, 
five  days  in  the  week  for  three  weeks  in  a  summer  session  constitutes 
one  point.  Thus  by  carrying  three  such  courses  through  a  six  weeks 
session  six  points  could  be  earned. 

d.  The  courses  which  a  teacher  offers  for  credit  must  have  been 
approved  by  the  superintendent  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  summer 
session. 

6.  Every  teacher  is  expected  to  attend  summer  school  once  in  three 
years. 
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The  maximum  salary  is  much  too  low  but  the  present  Board  are 
confident  that  the  maximum  will  be  raised  another  yeav.  In  spite  of 
war  conditions  seven  of  our  teachers  are  attending  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  this  summer. 

Manual  Arts. 

The  Board  voted  unanimously  for  a  course  in  manual  training  for 
the  coming  school  year.  A  complete  course  in  wood  working  is  an- 
ticipated. 

Home  Gardening. 

A  committee,  representing  various  civic  organizations,  authorized 
the  inauguration  of  home  gardening  by  school  children.  Students  in 
agriculture  at  State  College  were  secured  for  week-end  work  during 
the  spring  and  one  student  devoted  his  entire  time  to  the  movement 
during  May  and  June.  Instruction  was  given  in  the  school  room  and 
by  personal  supervision  by  the  State  College  men. 

Measurements. 

The  Kelly  Silent  Reading  Tests  were  given  in  October  and  the 
results  proved  quite  conclusively  that  we  were  weak  in  silent  reading. 
The  most  etfective  remedy  was  found  in  the  use  of  books  from  the 
public  library.  Miss  Hulings,  the  librarian,  gladly  co-operated  and 
the  result  was  that  practically  every  child  in  the  intermediate  grades 
read  a  half  dozen  books.  Children  were  found  who  confessed  that 
they  had  never  read  a  story  book  before  the  movement  was  inaugu- 
rated. 

The  Aj^ers  Spelling  test  was  given  repeatedly.  The  Woody  Arith- 
metic tests  were  given  in  the  fall  and  the  Courtis  tests  in  June. 


LOWER  MERION  TOWNSHIP   (Montgomery  Co.)— S.  Edgar 

Downs. 


While  the  epidemic  of  infantile  paralysis  shortened  our  school  term 
materially,  yet  the  freedom  of  the  entire  community  from  the  usual 
contagious  diseases  and  the  delightfully  cool  spring  and  early  sum- 
mer seasons  made  possible  the  completion  of  practically  all  of  the 
work  as  planned ;  this  despite  the  abnormal  conditions  developed 
owing  to  our  entry  into  the  world  war. 

The  exemption  of  our  students  from  school  for  farm  work  did  not 
prove  wise  in  most  cases,  but  the  schools  were  able  to  co-operate  in 
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stimulating  wisse  cuiuiu unity  activities,  such  as  preserving  of  fruits, 
training  for  military  defense,  conservation  of  pai^er,  stimulating  to 
economy,  etc. 

Witli  three  atheletic  tields  now  in  use,  and  another  purchased,  the 
Board  is  making  every  reasonable  effort  to  meet  the  physical  needs 
of  all  the  children.  Physical  directors  now  direct  the  activities  of 
{.11  elementary  and  high  school  students,  and  the  results  secured 
through  careful  training,  supplemented  by  medical  inspection  and 
nursing,  are  ver}-  satisfactory. 

Following  the  abandonment  of  all  ungraded  schools,  we  this  year 
tested  consolidation  thoroughly.  At  the  beginning  there  was  much 
protest  from  those  who  for  sentinu'utal  or  other  reasons  op])osed 
the  plan,  but  the  children  made  such  progress,  and  the  transportatioti 
was  so  satisfactory  that  we  hope  to  abandon  one  other  relatively 
small  school  in  the  near  future.  At  present  Lower  ^lerion  not  only 
transports  high  school  i)upils  to  one  central  building,  and  manual 
training  and  domestic  science  classes  from  elementary  to  central 
thoroughly  ecpiipped  departments,  but  the  bus  service  reaches  all 
sections  of  the  township  and  collects  children  who  formerly  were 
required  to  walk  long  distances  or  remain  at  home.  The  four  motor 
driven  cars  traveled  approximately  fifty  thousand  (50,000)  miles 
during  the  year  and  almost  always  on  schedule  time.  No  accident 
has  marred  the  record  during  the  three  years  this  mode  of  trans- 
portation has  been  used. 

Tlie  first  separate  Teacliers'  Institute  of  this  district  was  held  in 
the  high  school  building  at  Ardmore  Avith  the  following  instructors 
and  lecturers  present:  Drs.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  S.  C.  Schmucker, 
T.  C.  McFarlane,  Lincoln  Hully,  Ambrose  Suhrie,  Edwin  E.  Sparks, 
Cheesman  Herrick,  Paul  Pearson  and  S.  D.  Fess.  Several  evening 
entertainments  added  variety  to  tlie  program  and  interest  to  the 
community.  The  townships  of  Radnor  and  Lower  Merion  expect 
to  unite  in  joint  meeting  of  seven  days  next  year,  with  a  part  of 
the  sessions  at  Wayne  and  tlie  others  at  Ardmore. 

A  plot  of  four  acres  has  been  ])urchased  as  a  site  for  a  new  build- 
ing about  to  be  erected  at  Ashhiud  Heights.  This  building  will  l»e 
one  story  in  height  and  will  contain,  in  addition  to  sixteen  class 
rooms  and  several  offices,  a  domestic  science  dejiartment,  a  manual 
training  equipment,  shower  rooms  and  a  fine  auditorium-gymnasium. 
The  class  rooms  will  contain  no  windows  but  all  will  have  outside 
doors  and  each  will  be  lighted  from  above,  as  all  ceilings  will  be  of 
glass.  The  Ashland  district  is  composed  largely  of  foreign  born 
r<  sidents  and  it  is  e.\](ected  iliat  tliis  buihling  will  become  a  valuable 
coHUininitv  center. 


10 


PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 


McKEESPOKT— Joseph  B.  Richey. 


I  take  pleasure  in  submitting  my  fifteenth  annual  written  report 
for  the  schools  of  this  city. 

New  Technical  High  School. 

The  high  school  enrollment  has  increased  very  rapidly  for  several 
years.  The  enrollment  in  1902  was  150  and  in  1917  it  was  1,200.  The 
old  high  school  building  was  built  in  1901.  It  accommodates  about 
700  students.  In  order  to  relieve  the  crowded  condition  of  the  old 
high  school  building  and  to  provide  for  the  future  the  Board  of  School 
Directors  purchased  a  site  covering  five  and  one-half  acres  and  had 
erected  a  modern  Technical  High  School  Building  which  cost  |285,000, 
including  the  grounds.  The  new  building  accommodates  about  650 
students.  It  has  been  so  constructed  that  it  can  be  enlarged  at  any 
time.  The  building  contains  class  rooms,  lecture  room,  chemical, 
physical  and  biological  laboratories,  library,  oflices,  manual  training 
rooms,  kitchen,  dining  room,  model  bed  room,  laundry,  sewing  room, 
gymnasium  and  auditorium  with  a  seating  capacity  of  one  thousand. 

On  Friday,  October  sixth  the  new  high  school  building  was  dedi- 
cated. Eight  thousand  children  paraded  from  Market  street  to  the 
site  of  the  new  building,  where  the  dedicatory  exercises  were  held. 
Addresses  were  made  by  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaetfer,  Dr.  Arthur  Holmes,  Dr. 
Samuel  Hamilton  and  Dr.  William  Davidson.  The  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M. 
presented  the  school  district  with  a  beautiful  silk  flag.  T.  C.  Jones, 
Esq.,  presented  the  flag  and  J.  F.  Calhoun,  Esq.,  for  twenty-three 
years  a  member  of  the  Board  of  School  Directors,  accepted  the  flag 
on  behalf  of  the  school  district.  Mr.  J.  L.  Hammitt,  who  has  been 
a  member  of  the  School  Board  for  sixteen  years  and  who  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Board  at  that  time  presided.  In  the  evening  the  new 
building  was  opened  to  the  public  for  inspection.  It  is  estimated  that 
20,000  people  visited  the  building  during  the  evening.  October  sixth, 
1016,  was  a  red-letter  day  in  the  history  of  public  education  in  this 
city. 

Continuation  School. 

The  second  year  of  the  Continuation  School  has  been  more  success- 
ful than  the  first  year. 

Brief  Summary  from  Course  of  Study. 

The  academic  subjects  included  English,  business  methods  and 
expression  being  emphasized;  industrial  geography  dealing  with  the 
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sources  and  distribution  of  raw  materials — manufacture,  transporta- 
tion and  consumption  of  finished  products ;  civics  of  citizenship,  deal- 
ing with  the  individual's  relation  to  the  State  and  community  in- 
terest ;  and  hygiene  for  the  worker. 

The  fixed  vocational  subjects  included  arithmetic  and  drawing. 
The  pupils  were  divided  into  three  sections  each  day,  elementary, 
intermediate  and  advanced.  The  elementai*y  pupils  were  given  what 
seemed  to  fit  their  individual  cases  adapting  to  life  situations  wher- 
ever possible  or  practical.  The  advanced  sections  were  given  a  prac- 
tical review  with  the  emphasis  on  short  cuts,  checks  and  application. 

Drawing  covered  free-hand  and  mechanical  drawing  for  the  boys 
and  design  for  the  girls.  Lettering,  show-card  printing  and  brush 
work  was  attempted  with  some  success. 

The  variable  vocational  subjects  were  stumbling  blocks  for  some 
time.  The  State  said  that  it  was  to  be  a  study  of  the  machine  and 
processes  at  which  the  pupils  were  engaged  during  the  day.  As  this 
was  impractical  for  our  city  the  feeling  grew  that  the  only  answer 
was  sewing  and  domestic  art  for  the  girls  and  manual  training  for 
the  boys.  All  of  these  opportunities  are  now  afforded  in  our  school 
and  our  girls'  work  is  supplemented  by  a  few  fundamentals  in  home 
making. 

Enrollment  of  Continuation  School. 

During  the  term  there  were  enrolled  238  pupils,  149  boys  and  89 
girls.  The  average  monthly  attendance  for  the  term  was  89.  The 
per  cent,  of  attendance  for  the  term  was  94  per  cent. 

Thrift. 

On  March  14,  1917,  the  School  Savings  Bank  was  established 
throughout  all  the  schools  of  the  city  and  it  has  been  very  successful 
in  every  respect.  In  14  weeks  |10,485.46  were  deposited.  Five  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  fifty-two  new  accounts  were  opened  by  the 
pupils.  We  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  system  will  be 
more  successful  next  year  than  during  the  past  year. 

Lincoln's  Statue. 

The  class  of  1916  of  the  high  school  presented  a  life  size  statue  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  to  the  school  district,  to  be  placed  in  the  front 
corridor  of  the  new  Technical  High  School.  A  very  interesting  pro- 
gram was  carried  out  when  the  statue  was  unveiled  in  November, 
1916. 

LTnveiling  of  Tablet. 

On  the  evening  of  October  6,  1916,  the  date  of  the  dedication  of 
the  new  high  school  building,  Queen  Alliquippa  Chapter,  Daughters 
of  the  American  Kevolution,   presentd  the  school  district  with   a 
19—11—1917 
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beautiful  bronze  tablet,  to  be  placed  to  the  right  of  the  main  entrance 
of  the  new  building,  containing  a  replica  of  the  first  school  building 
erected  in  the  city,  now  being  preserved  as  a  relic  at  the  Market 
street  school  grounds.  Following  the  unveiling  of  the  tablet,  beau- 
tiful and  impressive  exercises  were  held  in  the  spacious  auditorium. 
The  tablet  was  presented  by  Miss  May  Robbins,  regent  of  the 
chapter.  It  was  accepted  on  behalf  of  tlie  school  by  Prof.  John  F. 
Bower,  principal  of  the  new  building.  J.  L.  Hammitt,  president  of 
Ihe  School  Board,  presided  and  music  was  furnished  by  the  High 
School  Orchestra. 

Prizes. 

The  W.  C.  T.  U.  gave  four  prizes  of  |2.50  each  for  tlie  best  essays 
on  "Why  Business  Men  Demand  Abstinence  on  the  l*art  of  Their 
Employes."    All  eighth  grade  pupils  participated  in  the  contest. 

TTie  Daughters  of  American  Revolution  gave  a  prize  of  |5  for  the 
best  essay  on  "French  Aid  and  the  American  Revolution."  About  20 
high  school  pupils  participated  in  the  contest. 

A  prize  of  |2.50  was  given  by  Prof.  J.  F.  Bower  of  the  Technical 
High  School,  to  the  student  writing  the  best  high  school  song.  The 
prize  was  won  by  Miss  Gertrude  Bradshaw. 

The  School  and  the  War. 

Our  schools  have  done  everything  that  could  be  done  to  co-operate 
with  the  nation-wide  movement  to  aid  in  winning  the  war.  Many 
of  our  pupils  went  to  the  farms  long  before  school  closed.  Some 
jdanted  "War  Gardens."  It  is  estimated  that  100  acres  of  land  is 
being  cultivated  as  "War  Gardens"  within  the  limits  of  the  city. 
McKeesport  was  the  first  city  in  the  United  States  to  employ  an 
expert  agriculturist  to  supervise  the  "War  Gardens.' 

Teachers'  Training  School. 

The  graduates  of  the  Teachers'  Training  School  are  in  demand 
by  the  school  directors  of  our  neighboring  school  districts.  Last  year 
fifty-five  of  our  graduates  were  teaching  in  schools  outside  of  Mc- 
Keesport. 

Dr.  Samuel  Hamilton,  superintendent  of  the  schools  of  Allegheny 
county,  in  his  report  for  1915  makes  this  statement:  "They  (teachers 
holding  provisional  certificates)  are  educated  in  our  high  schools 
Avith  a  year's  professional  training  in  any  of  the  following  training 
schools:  (a)  State  Normal  Schools,  (b)  The  Teachers'  Training  School 
of  McKeesport,  (c)  Training  School  organized  for  the  teachers  of 
Pittsburgh,  (d)  The  Training  School  in  the  University  of  Pittsburgh. 

The  endorsement  of  the  work  of  our  Teachers'  Training  School  by 
Dr.  Hamilton  is  very  gratifying  to  all  of  us.     The  efficiency  of  any 
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school  system  depends  upon  the  teaching  ability  of  its  teachers.  The 
better  we  prepare  the  teachers  before  they  take  their  places  as  regular 
teachers,  the  better  onr  schools  Avill  be. 

General. 

1.  All  the  school  work  improves  every  year. 

2.  Manual  training  and  sewing  are  becoming  more  efficient  and 
more  practical. 

3.  Cooking  has  been  extended  to  inclnde  all  the  girls  of  the  high 
school. 

4.  Writing,  under  the  new  supervisor,  is  very  much  improved. 

5.  Art  is  being  taught  so  that  it  applies  to  the  home. 

6.  More  interest  is  shown  in  professional  study  than  ever  before. 

7.  A  general  meeting  of  the  teachers  was  held  once  each  month  and 
discussions  were  given  by  the  different  supervisors,  principals  and 
teachers  of  the  city. 

8.  Grade  meetings  were  held  every  day  for  one  week  before  school 
opened  and  eight  Saturdays  during  the  term.  The  teachers  were 
paid  P  per  day  for  attending. 


McKEES  ROCKS— T.  K.  Johnston. 


Our  total  attendance  for  the  year  was  2,121;  per  cent,  of  attend- 
ance, 95;  average  attendance,  1,550;  retardation,  11  per  cent.;  con- 
ditioned, 5  per  cent. ;  number  neither  tardy  nor  absent,  5G ;  not  absent, 
70 ;  not  tardy,  1,020 ;  number  receiving  county  diplomas  to  enter  high 
school,  55;  number  of  visits  to  our  school  by  principals,  teachers, 
superintendents  and  parents,  784 ;  number  pupils  making  100  per  cent, 
in  the  spelling  final,  880;  in  arithmetic,  435;  in  mental,  204;  number 
of  teachers.  44 ;  number  of  transfers  granted  to  pupils  to  take  up  work 
in  the  newly  built  Slavish  school  in  January,  113. 

Programs  were  arranged  for  all  patriotic  days,  and  the  schools 
took  active  part  in  flag  raisings  on  five  different  occasions.  Good 
work  was  done  in  the  Literary  Society,  by  our  High  School  Orchestra 
and  in  the  contest  held  in  May  between  our  two  societies. 

One  hundred  twenty-five  of  our  boys  are  members  of  the  William 
I'enn  Club,  formed  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  patriotism,  athletics, 
and  anti-cigarette  work,  eighty-four  of  our  girls  are  members  of  the 
Elizabeth  Hillman  Club,  formed  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  pa- 
triotism, literary  work  and  home  keeping;  and  a  large  number  of 
our  boys  belong  to  our  Scout  Clubs,  Troop  1  or  Troop  2. 
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In  school  athletics  much  progress  was  made.  In  basket  ball  lor 
the  Grades,  out  of  15  games  played,  11  were  won,  and  out  of  18 
games  of  base  ball  played,  16  were  won  by  the  Grammar  Grade 
Team ;  while  the  lower  grades  formed  10  other  teams  and  played  16 
games,  losing  but  2 ;  and  in  the  athletic  work  conducted  by  the  Play 
Ground  and  Recreation  Association  of  America,  under  the  super- 
vision of  Asst.  Co.  Supt.  Replogle,  our  school  averaged  1.7  points  per 
pupil,  won  10  Second  Test  Badges,  and  55  First  Test  Badges. 

A  well-arranged  Grade  School  entertainment  was  held  on  June  15 
in  the  afternoon  and  repeated  in  the  evening  to  provide  funds  for 
our  annual  picnic,  the  receipts  of  which  totaled  |437.92  and  after 
the  picnic  was  amply  provided  for,  money  was  invested  in  a  bass 
viol  for  our  High  School  Orchestra,  a  victrola  and  records  for  the 
grades,  an  outdoor  basket  ball  equipment  and  still  there  was  a  nice 
sum  left  to  pay  athletic  expenses  for  the  coming  school  term. 

During  the  month  of  December  two  Spelling  Tests  were  given  in 
the  schools  and  the  following  is  a  report  of  each:  Dr.  Ayres'  "List 
by  Grades,"  second  grade,  average,  87.5  per  cent. ;  third  grade,  aver- 
age, 93.4  per  cent. ;  fourth  grade,  average,  02.2  per  cent. ;  fifth  grade, 
average,  93  per  cent.;  sixth  grade,  average,  83  per  cent.;  seventh 
grade,  average,  85.2  per  cent.;  eighth  grade,  average,  84  per  cent.; 
number  making  100  per  cent.,  731 ;  number  failing,  43. 

Dr.  Ayres'  "One  Hundred  Demons,"  third  grade,  average,  79.3  per 
cent. ;  fourth  grade,  average,  85.2  per  cent. ;  fifth  grade,  average,  88.3 
per  cent. ;  sixth  grade,  average,  92.2  per  cent. ;  seventh  grade,  average, 
94.6  per  cent.;  eighth  grade,  average,  96.3  per  cent.;  H.  S.,  average, 
96.8  per  cent. ;  number  making  100  per  cent.,  36. 

Our  institute  was  held  in  September,  during  the  period  of  State 
Quarantine.  Every  teacher  was  present  and  all  reported  much  help 
received  from  the  excellent,  practical  work  done  by  our  instructors. 
The  expenses  of  our  institute  were  |229.45,  which  expenses  were 
paid  by  the  School  Board,  but  no  remuneration  was  given  the  teach- 
ers for  attending  institute  as  the  School  Board  paid  their  wages 
during  the  month  of  quarantine. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  throughout  the  year,  practical  work 
discussed  and  typewritten  suggestions  and  outlines  were  given  for 
the  use  of  the  teachers. 

We  have  begun  the  school  garden  work  in  McKees  Rocks  this  year 
for  the  first  time  and  I  believe  that  no  project  has  ever  added  more 
to  our  school  educationally,  in  teaching  the  pupils  to  think  and  plan 
for  themeselves,  to  keep  a  bookkeeping  account  of  a  business  as  to 
profit  and  loss,  to  train  them  into  habits  of  responsibility,  and 
also  to  bring  the  parents  into  close  touch  with  the  teachers  and 
schools  and  to  secure  their  entire  co-operation  and  support. 
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Our  garden  work  thus  far  has  been  a  decided  success  mainly  be- 
cause the  work  has  been  systematically  planned  and  carefully  exe- 
cuted by  a  supervisor  not  only  during  the  school  days  but  also  in 
vacation. 

The  regular  attendance  of  our  pupils,  the  untiring  efforts  of  our 
teachers,  the  co-operation  of  the  principals,  teachers  and  parents, 
the  kindly  suggestions  of  our  Board  of  Directors  and  the  suggestive 
helps  from  the  State  Department  were  all  conducive  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  best  results  in  organization,  in  teaching,  in  study, 
in  athletics  and  in  school  work  in  general  of  any  year  during  my 
supervision. 


MAHANOY  CITY— H.  A.  Oday. 


Although  the  work  of  the  past  year  has  been  broken  because  of 
infantile  paralysis  and  the  war  yet  much  has  been  accomplished  be- 
cause of  the  hearty  co-operation  of  all  interested  in  the  schools. 

Our  teachers  have  endeavored  to  introduce  much  of  the  personal 
element  into  the  work.  They  have  tried  to  reach  the  individual  and 
help  him  to  realize  his  need  of  education.  Just  as  the  doctor  watches 
the  symptoms  of  his  patient,  and  the  lawyer  scans  the  faces  of  the 
jurymen,  and  the  salesman  studies  the  peculiarities  of  his  customers, 
so  must  the  successful  teacher  constantly  seek  to  learn  the  ideas, 
ideals,  and  habits  of  those  in  her  care. 

One  of  the  results  of  our  efforts  to  reach  the  individual  is  shown 
by  the  few  cases  of  truancy.  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  cause  a 
single  arrest  in  order  to  enforce  the  Compulsory  Attendance  LaAV. 

Our  high  school  and  junior  high  school  each  have  an  excellent 
orchestra,  the  latter  has  thirty  members  and  continues  rehearsals 
during  the  summer  vacation.  A  Boys'  Band  is  in  process  of  organiza- 
tion. Next  year  music  will  be  a  required  study  in  the  junior  high 
school. 

The  Visiting  Nurse  Association  has  rendered  valuable  assistance 
to  the  school.  One  of  their  nurses  gave  lectures  "On  the  Care  of 
Baby."  There  were  twenty  lectures  in  the  series  each  taking  a  half 
hour,  and  about  four  hundred  girls  were  divided  into  groups  of 
forty  each  and  the  nurse  or  teacher  quizzed  them  on  the  work  of  the 
preceding  day.  On  the  other  hand  the  school  assisted  the  Association 
by  selling  nearly  |300  worth  of  stamps  for  them. 

Through  the  generosity  of  a  public  corporation  who  furnished  the 
land,  we  were  enabled  to  have  our  first  school  garden.  Sixty  boys 
and  girls  are  cultivating  plots. 
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Our  school  is  taking"  interest  in  conininnity  alfairs.  From  three  to 
tive  meetings  a  week  are  hehl  in  tlie  iiigh  school  auditorium.  Dui'ing 
the  Avinter  the  gymnasium  was  oi)en  six  evenings  a  week.  Two  of 
the  school  rooms  are  being  used  bv  the  Red  Cross,  one  as  headquarters 
the  other  as  a  work  room. 

With  a  strong  school  sentiment  in  the  community  and  a  healthy 
professioual  spirit  among  the  teachers  we  feel  that  the  future  will 
take  care  of  itself. 


MAHANOY  TOWNSHIP  (Schuylkill  Co.)— Joseph  F.  Noonan. 


The  past  school  year  has  been  most  successful  in  every  respect. 

Emphasis  was  placed,  during  the  entire  school  term,  on  the  adapta- 
tion of  a  working  course  of  study  to  our  needs,  the  introduction  of 
a  special  drawing  course  under  the  direction  of  a  qualified  special 
teacher,  the  rigid  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  school  law,  the 
training  of  all  teachers  in  the  art  of  muscular  writing  through  the 
media  of  teachers'  meetings,  the  application  of  State  ideas  to  our 
high  school  course  to  increase  our  rating  as  a  high  school,  the  com- 
pletion of  a  modern  high  school  building  costing  approximately  -(fOO,- 
000,  and  various  miscellaneous  activities.  We  are  well  pleased  with 
the  results  achieved. 

Course  of  Study. 

Our  course  of  study  is  most  complete  in  every  respect.  Each  sub- 
ject has  been  outlined  in  full  by  the  superintendent,  aand  all  out- 
lines have  been  printed  in  book  form,  comprising  a  handy  and  tidy 
little  volume  of  119  pages.  This  course  standardizes  the  work  of  all 
the  schools  in  the  district,  systematizes  working  methods  and  is 
{productive  of  better  educational  work  in  all  subjects.  Without  a 
good  solid  course  of  study  sound  school  work  can  not  be  accomplished. 

Special  Work  in  Drawing. 

The  need  of  special  teachers  along  various  lines  of  educational 
endeavor  is  plainly  apparent.  Particularly  in  teaching  such  a  sub- 
ject as  drawing  is  special  instruction  necessary.  The  school  district 
has  secured,  therefore,  the  services  of  a  special  teacher  of  drawing. 
She  is  a  university  graduate,  has  completed  special  art  courses  in  a 
number  of  states  and  is  doing  very  fine  work  in  the  district  at  large. 
During  the  past  year  the  teachers  have  all  been  i^artially  trained, 
and  a  definite  plan  of  teaching  formulated. 
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Our  art  course  aims  to  be  practical.  The  business  of  drawing- 
pictures  does  not  comprise  the  leading  work.  We  aim  to  work  along 
practical  as  well  as  cultural  lines.  Design,  stenciling,  handiwork, 
interior  and  exterior  decorating,  wall  paper  patterning,  furniture 
arrangement,  taste  in  dressing,  and  the  principles  of  judgment  in 
selecting  pretty  things  form  the  basis  of  our  course.  We  are  attempt- 
ing to  work  in  harmony  with  our  leading  industrial  art  schools. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  a  drawing  exhibition  was  held,  and  the 
jmblic  invited  to  attend.  Hundreds  of  people  viewed  the  exhibit 
Avhich  was  the  subject  of  much  favorable  comment.  About  2,000 
drawings  were  placed  in  the  exhibition  rooms  for  public  insi)ection. 
There  is  every  evidence  of  continued  success  in  this  subject. 


Compulsory  School  Law. 

After  much  difficulty  we  have  succeeded  in  securing  regular  at- 
tendance. AVe  have  so  controlled  the  bad  practices  of  lax  attendance 
that  children  never  miss  school  without  the  consent  of  the  office.  The 
problem  was  very  complex  in  this  locality  as  the  aim  of  people  seemed 
to  be  the  early  employment  of  their  children,  and  the  power  of  local 
influences  Avas  very  strong.  The  new  child  labor  law  has  helped 
the  schools  wonderfully.  Of  all  accomplishments,  this  is  at  least  one 
of  the  most  important. 

The  Writing  Question. 

Poor  penmanship  has  been  a  common  thing  in  most  of  our  schools. 
The  old  finger  movement  was  taught  in  every  room,  and  used  by 
all  the  teachers.  The  introduction  of  muscular  writing  was,  there- 
fore, a  perplexing  problem.  The  problem  was  partially  solved  by  the 
employment  of  a  special  teacher  in  this  subject,  and  by  the  training 
of  all  teachers  by  the  superintendent.  Nearly  all  our  teachers  can 
now  handle  the  subject  in  the  new  way  rather  well.  The  Palmer 
system  of  penmanship  is  working  out  splendidly. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  a  penmanship  exhibition  was  held,  and 
the  work  of  the  different  schools  thrown  into  the  limelight  of  com- 
parison. Hundreds  of  beautiful  designs  in  colored  inks,  and  much 
routine  writing  were  shown.  The  close  correlation  between  drawing 
and  penmanship  made  the  exhibition  particularly  delightful.  The 
impression  made  on  the  public  mind  was  indeed  a  strong  one.  In 
all  cases  the  work  of  students  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  shown 
in  contrast  to  the  work  at  the  close  of  the  year  so  that  the  amount 
cf  improvement  made  was  readily  discernible. 

By  work  of  this  nature,  tlie  people  are  brought  into  more  intimate 
contact  wath  school  work,  and  interest  in  education  rapidly  inci-eases. 
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High  School  Course. 

We  are  aiming  to  meet  State  requirements  in  every  detail.  It  is 
our  hope  that  the  department  will  give  us  second  grade  classification 
for  the  work  done  during  the  past  year.  Our  faculty  is  being  im- 
proved each  year,  and  the  quality  of  work  is  becoming  higher  all  the 
time.  Of  course,  our  present  building  is  an  old  dilapidated  structure 
that  has  long  since  seen  its  day,  but  that  will  be  a  thing  of  the  past 
next  year.  Next  year  we  expect  the  department  to  give  us  first  grade 
recognition. 

Our  New  High  School  Building. 

It  is  our  intention  to  have  one  of  the  most  modern  high  school 
buildings  in  the  State.  The  arrangement  of  the  building  is  scientific 
and  economical.    All  equipment  will  be  complete  in  every  respect. 

We  firmly  believe  that  equipment  makes  the  building.  Without 
adequate  equipment  no  good  work  can  be  accomplished.  So  we  have 
equipped  our  laboratories  in  a  substantial  and  practical  manner,  plac- 
ing therein  the  best  equipment  that  can  be  had.  Our  lecture  room, 
chemical  workshop,  and  physical  laboratory  are  splendid  examples  of 
efficient  educational  departments.  In  the  basement  we  have  installed 
the  best  and  latest  types  of  manual  training  and  domestic  science 
equipment.  We  expect  to  open  all  departments  in  September.  An  ade- 
quate map  eq^iipment  adds  to  the  general  efficiency  of  the  structure. 

Each  room  has  been  specially  planned  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
subject  to  be  taught  there.  This  has  resulted  in  the  best  possible 
arrangement.  The  cost  of  the  building  is  approximately  |90,000,  and 
is  the  best  money  that  has  ever  been  spent  in  this  district  for  a  worthy 
cause. 

Miscellaneous. 

The  Grammar  School  presented  an  elaborate  musical  and  educa- 
tional production  entitled  ''The  Allied  Nations."  The  students  were 
costumed  to  represent  the  different  nations  allied  against  the  Central 
I'owers,  and  at  intervals  sang  the  national  anthems  of  the  various 
governments,  waving  the  flag  of  that  particular  nation  while  singing. 
At  the  close  the  whole  school  sang  the  "Star  Spangled  Banner,"  wav- 
irg  at  the  same  time  the  flags  of  all  the  allied  nations.  More  than 
400  people  were  turned  away,  the  auditorium  not  being  large  enough 
to  accommodate  the  throngs. 

The  high  school  commencement  was  well  received  as  usual.  Four- 
teen students  received  their  diplomas. 

Ten  grammar  school  students  were  awarded  certificates  by  the 
Palmer  School  of  Penmanship. 
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The  grammar  school  students  have  started  to  build  a  school  library. 
About  fifty  volumes  are  now  in  the  collection  of  books. 

One  ungraded  school  has  been  abolished. 

Flags  were  raised  over  a  number  of  our  school  buildings  with 
special  ceremonies  and  parades  in  the  local  villages.  The  public 
has  caught  the  spirit  of  patriotism. 

As  usual,  my  sincere  gratitude  goes  out  to  the  State  Department 
for  the  many  courtesies  and  kindnesses  extended  during  the  year 
just  past. 


MEADVILLE— Edward  Sargent. 


In  spite  of  the  late  opening  of  school  and  the  patriotic  fading  away 
of  students  to  the  farms  the  largest  class  in  the  history  of  Meadville 
high  school — 91 — was  graduated  on  Tuesday  evening,  June  19. 

The  school  system  has  progressed  under  a  series  of  diflSculties  not 
calculated  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  work  offered.  Our  high 
school  principal,  Lieut.  Evans  McKay,  left  for  El  Paso  last  July. 
The  uncertain  conditions  of  the  stay  there  made  it  imperative  that 
Lis  position  be  kept  open  for  him.  This  was  done  until  December, 
when  his  sad  death  threw  the  burden  of  the  high  school  principalship, 
as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  school  system  upon  the  superintendent. 
Only  the  cordial  coojjeration  and  excellent  work  of  the  faculty  made 
it  possible  for  him  to  carry  this  double  burden. 

A  Director  of  Athletics  was  elected  last  fall  and  we  further  en- 
larged our  plant  by  taking  over  a  part  of  the  library  building  which 
had  been  fitted  up  by  the  Spirella  Company  for  their  welfare  work, 
including  a  large  gymnasium.  ITiis  has  solved  our  difficulties  along 
the  line  of  athletic  activities,  resulting  in  a  very  creditable  showing 
by  our  teams. 

There  has  been  little  change  in  the  ordinary  working  of  the  school 
system.  Departmental  work  has  been  begun  in  the  seventh  and 
eighth  grades,  conforming  somewhat  loosely  to  the  junior  high  school 
idea,  but  there  has  been  little  change  of  a  radical  nature  in  the  sub- 
jects offered.  The  high  school  congestion  still  presents  our  most 
difficult  problem,  and  while  the  school  board  were  able  to  purchase  a 
splendid  site  for  a  new  high  school  building  at  a  cost  of  Jif22,500,  the 
v;ar  and  its  demands  and  the  general  unsettled  financial  situation, 
make  it  questionable  whether  the  necessary  bond  issue  will  pass  the 
election  returns  and  give  us  the  much  needed  relief. 

A  new  salary  schedule  which  was  begun  last  year  goes  into  effect 
fully  this  year  and  it  materially  increases  the  salaries  of  our  teachers. 
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MIDDLETOWN— H.  J.  Wickey. 


During  the  year  we  had  1,229  pupils  iu  the  regular  schools  and  76 
in  the  continuation  school.  The  high  school  enrollment  was  118  and 
the  central  grammar  school  157. 

Nineteen  students  were  graduated  from  the  high  school  June  14. 
The  address  of  the  occasion  was  made  by  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  of  Hunt- 
ingdon, Pa.  Forty-three  pupils  were  promoted  to  the  high  school  with 
public  exercises  of  a  patriotic  nature  together  with  an  inspiring  ad- 
dress by  Rev.  James  Cunningham. 

During  the  last  week  in  May  an  evening  was  set  apart  for  the 
school  work  exhibit.  The  children  had  on  display  woodwork,  needle- 
work, crocheting,  raffia  and  reed  work,  drawing,  etc.  More  than 
1,500  people  visited  the  exhibit.  The  Mothers'  Congress  Circle 
distributed  cash  prizes  amounting  to  |26. 

Medical  inspection  of  the  schools,  manual  training,  domestic 
science,  etc.,  have  not  been  admitted  to  our  schools.  We  are  hoping 
that  ere  long  advantages  along  these  lines  will  be  given  our  children. 

A  brief  study  of  retardation  was  made  near  the  close  of  the  school 
term.  Whilst  data  was  not  sufficiently  complete  for  perfect  tabu- 
lation yet  it  was  found  that  considerable  retardation  exists.  Much  of 
it  is  caused  by  irregular  attendance  of  children  between  the  ages  of 
G  and  8  years.  This  together  with  an  overcrowded  condition  in  the 
grades,  gives  us  a  rather  high  percentage  of  retardation.  The  average 
number  of  pupils  per  teacher  is  over  50,  a  number  entirely  too  large 
for  a  teacher  to  do  her  best  work. 

On  account  of  the  State-wide  quarantine  we  were  able  to  have  only 
(^ight  and  one-fourth  months  school  in  the  grades.  The  work  was 
somewhat  disturbed  but  by  doing  more  intensive  work  we  were  able  to 
cover  reasonably  well  the  course  of  study.  Altogether  the  work  of 
the  year  was  good.  The  teachers  were  enthusiastic,  earnest  and 
capable.     School  directors  and  patrons  cooperated  unusually  well. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  the  new  school  year  with  fond  hopes  for 
greater  things  being  accomplished  by  the  schools. 
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MILTON— Wallace  W.  Fetzer. 


We  had  an  increased  enrollment  of  one  hundred  one  over  the  pre- 
vious year  which  is  a  little  above  the  average  increase.  This  v^'as 
partly  due  to  the  increased  demand  for  labor  caused  by  the  erection 
and  operation  of  a  munitions  factory.  This  brought  in  a  large  num- 
ber of  foreigners.  Previous  to  this  time  our  schools  were  almost 
entirely  free  from  children  whose  parents  were  foreign  born.  We 
now  have  Italians,  Hungarians  and  Slavs.  This  brought  a  new  prob- 
lem to  us  as  some  of  the  children  could  not  speak  our  language. 

Schools  were  scheduled  to  open  September  5,  but  owing  to  the 
State-wide  quarantine  on  account  of  the  epidemic  of  infantile  paraly- 
sis, schools  were  not  opened  until  October  2.  By  cutting  down  the 
length  of  our  usual  vacations  and  eliminating  some  of  them  we  were 
able  to  hold  eight  and  one-half  months  in  our  grades  and  nine  months 
in  the  high  school  and  complete  our  term  within  a  few  days  of  our 
usual  time  of  closing. 

At  the  opening  of  the  schools  some  of  the  teachers  seemed  to  think 
it  was  necessary  to  crowd  the  work  on  account  of  the  lateness  in 
starting  but  soon  were  brought  to  realize  that  they  must  gauge  their 
work  as  being  one  month  late. 

Special  attention  was  given  to  reading  and  arithmetic.  We  believe 
that  we  have  made  improvement  in  our  reading  throughout  all  the 
grades.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  finish  the  work 
in  arithmetic  previous  to  that  time  when  the  child  has  reached  the 
age  of  practical  reasoning.  The  people  are  insisting  that  more  at- 
tention should  be  given  to  that  subject  which  every  person  will  use 
tliroughout  his  entire  life  in  whatever  walk  of  life  he  may  be  found. 
With  the  end  in  view  that  we  may  be  able  to  save  some  time  and  at 
the  same  time  specialize  more  on  the  reasoning  process  when  our 
pupils  reach  the  eighth  grade  we  have  made  a  new  gradation  in  some 
of  our  grades  below  the  eighth. 

We  graduated  forty-two  from  our  high  school.  A  large  percentage 
of  these  have  signified  their  intention  of  attending  college  this  year. 
All  those  graduating  from  our  commercial  course,  who  wished  em- 
ployment, have  been  placed  in  good  positions. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  board  of  school  directors  for  their  considera- 
tion and  their  courteous  treatment,  the  teachers  for  their  loyal  sup- 
port, the  secretary  of  the  school  board  and  the  secretary  of  the  super- 
intendent for  the  extra  work  they  did,  and  the  principal  of  the  high 
school  for  his  able  administration  of  the  schools,  during  the  absence 
of  the  superintendent  in  Border  Service. 
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MINERSVILLE— Chas.  E.  Roudabush. 


The  school  term  of  1916-17  closed  on  June  28ih.  We  graduated  a 
class  of  forty-four — thirty-three  boys  and  eleven  girls. 

The  enrollment  was  large  for  the  year  and  it  was  necessary  for  us 
to  put  six  of  our  schools  on  part  time.  Four  teachers  were  added  to 
the  corps  last  year,  making  thirty-six  in  all. 

Our  teachers  paid  close  attention  to  school  work  and  to  educa- 
tional matters  in  general  during  the  term. 

The  Palmer  method  of  penmanship  was  introduced  in  all  grades 
and  much  improvement  was  made  in  this  branch. 

Fifty-four  of  our  grammar  and  high  school  pupils  engaged  in  school 
gardening  during  the  summer.  Considerable  help  to  reduce  the  cost 
of  living  was  gained  by  this  enterprise. 

Every  teacher  in  Minersville  was  enrolled  in  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Educational  Association  and  quite  a  number  attended  the  meeting  in 
Harrisburg. 

A  few  of  our  teachers  attended  summer  school. 

Lectures,  concerts  and  other  attractions  were  held  in  the  high 
school  auditorium  from  time  to  time  during  the  year.  From  the  pro- 
ceeds a  victrola,  a  lantern,  music  and  equipment  for  the  orchestra, 
and  athletic  supplies  were  purchased  for  the  schools. 

Every  teacher  purchased  a  Liberty  Bond  and  some  funds  were 
raised  for  the  Red  Cross. 

The  parent-teachers'  association  was  revived  and  about  five  hun- 
dred dollars  was  raised  for  equipment  for  a  public  playground.  The 
Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  has  leased  to  the  school  board  four  acres  of 
land  to  be  used  for  this  purpose. 

We  are  positive  that  our  schools  have  made  advancement  in  every 
department  and  the  year  just  closed  was  very  successful. 


MONESSEN— H.  E.  Gress. 


We  have  just  closed  a  very  successful  school  year.  The  enrollment 
continues  to  grow  quite  rapidly.  The  increase  this  year  has  been 
from  3,424  to  3,787,  or  an  increase  of  10.6%.     The  increase  in  the 
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high  school  has  been  from  203  to  245  or  an  increase  of  20.7%.  The 
percentage  of  increase  next  year  in  our  high  school  will  likely  be 
larger  than  during  the  year  just  closed. 

On  account  of  this  rapid  growth,  it  is  necessary  to  provide  new 
school  rooms.  We  are  putting  a  nine-room  annex  to  one  of  our  eight- 
room  buildings.  The  school  in  this  building  will  be  on  the  platoon 
system.  There  will  be  eight  regular  class  teachers  and  eight  special 
teachers.  In  the  annex  there  are  a  gymnasium,  a  small  auditorium, 
a  community  room,  an  art  room,  a  music  room,  a  reading  room,  a 
science  and  application  room,  a  domestic  science  room,  and  a  manual 
training  room.  We  expect  to  have  this  building  ready  to  be  occupied 
at  the  opening  of  school  on  the  fourth  of  September. 

The  enrollment  in  the  night  school,  which  continued  2  nights  a 
v/eek  for  20  weeks,  was  220.  Quite  a  number  of  these  were  adult 
foreigners  preparing  for  naturalization.  The  teacher  of  civics  in  the 
night  school  was  chairman  of  the  naturalization  committee  of  the 
board  of  trade  and  filled  out  about  100  naturalization  papers. 

The  high  school  building  has  become  quite  a  community  center. 
There  have  been  very  few  nights,  the  past  year,  on  which  it  has  not 
been  used  for  some  purpose. 

The  University  of  Pittsburgh  has  had  a  branch  in  Monessen.  The 
sessions  have  been  held  in  the  high  school  building.  Courses  were 
oifered  in  economics,  English  literature,  methods  of  teaching  history 
and  geography,  methods  of  teaching  English,  psychology,  school  ad- 
ministration, and  plays  and  games.  Nearly  all  of  the  teachers  of 
Monessen  took  one  or  more  courses.  Quite  a  number  of  persons  from 
the  surrounding  towns  came  here  and  took  work  in  the  University 
Branch. 

About  |800  worth  of  pictures  and  statuary  have  been  purchased 
for  the  different  school  buildings  since  the  last  report.  All  the  money 
for  this  purpose  w^as  secured  by  an  art  exhibit,  by  donation,  and  by 
entertainments  given  by  the  school  children. 

Tests  were  given  in  nearly  all  subjects.  We  used  the  Courtis  tests 
in  arithmetic,  the  Ayres  tests  in  writing,  the  Starch  tests  in  reading 
and  grammar.  Tests  were  also  given  in  German,  Latin,  algebra  and 
geometry.  Tliese  were  worked  out  and  reported  on  by  the  students 
taking  the  course  in  school  administration.  Students  in  administra- 
tion from  other  school  districts  gave  quite  a  number  of  these  tests  in 
their  own  districts.  This  gave  us  a  good  opportunity  for  comparing 
results  with  other  schools  in  the  same  locality.  These  tests  helped 
to  secure  interest  on  the  part  of  both  pupils  and  teachers.  They 
are  quite  an  advantage  when  properly  used. 

Quite  a  substantial  increase  in  salary  has  been  given  to  the  teachers 
for  the  coming  year. 
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MONONGAHELA  CITY— Kenwick  (}.  Dean. 


During  "he  term  of  191(>-17  we  enrolled  1,088  pupils,  larger  than  any 
previous  term.  Increased  interest  on  the  part  of  pupils  and  teachers 
seemed  to  overcome  the  handicap  of  the  late  opening,  and  our  schools 
seemed  to  accomplish  more  than  usual  during  the  term. 

In  February  we  opened  our  new  Waverly  building,  a  splendid  grade 
building  in  the  Second  ward,  equipped  with  gymnasium,  domestic 
science  rooms  and  manual  training  room.  This  is  one  of  the  best 
heated,  best  lighted,  most  sanitary  buildings  in  the  neighborhood, 
is  built  on  the  hill  and  with  ample  playground.  The  moving  into 
this  eleven-room  building-  relieved  a  crowded  condition  that  existed 
in  the  Central  School  and  gave  us  ample  room  for  our  high  school 
work. 

Our  Board  has  established  manual  training  in  our  schools,  thus 
giving  the  boys  of  the  upper  grades  a  chance  to  use  their  hands  in 
making  problems. 

Near  the  close  of  the  term  we  had  a  contest  in  our  Domestic  Science 
Department  in  which  the  girls  of  grammar  school  and  of  high  school 
c*  ntested  in  baking  bread,  pies,  cakes,  making  salads,  ices,  etc.  Also 
in  sewing  problems.  This  contest  Avas  the  climax  of  a  good  year's 
work  in  our  sewing  and  cooking. 

In  December  we  opened  a  night  school  for  adult  foreigners,  with 
the  special  end  of  training  for  citizenship.  Many  men  attended  and 
studied  English,  arithmetic  and  civil  government.  A  very  great 
good  was  accomplished  in  this  school. 

Our  Continuation  School  did  good  work  in  caring  for  the  boys  and 
girls  who  were  working  under  employment  certificates.  The  girls 
w<  re  given  work  in  sewing  and  cooking  along  with  their  literary 
studies,  and  the  boys  were  given  work  in  mechanical  drawing  and 
n.anual  trtJning. 

Harmony  prevailed  throughout  the  year  among  the  teaching  staff, 
pupils  were  regular  and  good  results  Avere  gotten  from  the  year's 
v/ork. 

We  are  grateful  to  the  Department  for  the  suggestion  help  given 
during  the  year,  and  feel  that  each  year  finds  the  Department  of 
more  service  to  superintendents  in  the  work  of  the  schools  of  the 
State. 
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MT.  CAKMEL— S.  H.  Dean. 


On  account  of  the  delay  due  to  infantile  paralysis,  onr  schools  did 
not  open  until  October  1st.  From  Sept.  4th  to  8th  we  held  onr 
Annual  Institute,  with  the  following  program : 

Dr.  Ambrose  Suhrie,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania: 

"Professional  Literature  for  Teachers." 

"The  Meaningless  of  the  Class  Marks  We  Give." 

"The  Seven  Great  Educational  Foundations.' 

Dr.  Charles  Lose,  Prin.  State  Normal  Scliool  at  Loclv  Haven: 

"Standards  of  Efficiency  in  Class  Room  Instruction." 

"The  Public  Schools  and  the  Teaching  of  English." 

"Motor  Education." 

"The  Public  Schools  and  the  Teaching  of  Good  Manners." 

"Tlie  Teacher  and  the  Out  Doors." 

"Tales  of  a  School  Master." 

Dr.  D.  J.  Waller,  Jr.,  l*rin.  Bloomsburg  State  Normal  School: 
"Ethics  in  Teaching." 

Dr.  A.  B.  VanOrmer,  Prof,  of  Education,  Irving  College: 
The  Problem  of  Moral  Nurture, 

"The  Nature  of  the  Child's  Moral  Nature." 

"The  Instincts;  Their  General  Nature." 

"Some  Specific  Instincts  and  Their  Function  in  Moral  Nurture." 

"The  Fine  Art  of  Helping  the  Instincts  to  Function  Rightly." 

"Some  P"'allacies  and  Helpful  Principles  in  Moral  Nurt\ire." 

"Fundamentals  in  Education." 

Heredity  and  Environment;  Suggestion;  Imitation  and  its  Far 
Reaching  Sociological  Significance. 

"Habit  and  its  Philosophy." 

"Individuality;  Self-Activity  and  its  Two  I*hases  with  Their  De- 
mands on  Educational  Practice." 

"The  Thrill  of  Achievement." 

"Apperception." 

"A  Bit  of  Rear  Platform  Philosophy." 

20 
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Miss  Lottie  R.  Sliemp,  formerly  Superintendent  of  Primary  Read- 
ing, Ashbridge,  Pa. : 

"Primary  Work." 

The  teachers  of  the  neighboring  towns  took  advantage  of  this  insti- 
tute and  found  it  very  helpful,  especially  the  high  school  graduates 
who  were  teaching  for  the  first  time  in  the  outlying  districts. 

The  retardation  in  our  schools  has  reached  the  minimum  in  the 
present  conditions.  The  summer  schools  have  entitled  some  children 
who  miss  time  during  the  school  j^ear  to  make  up  back  work  and  very 
nearly  all  the  rest  of  the  retardation  is  due  to  the  lack  of  medical 
inspection  and  lack  of  money  to  secure  proper  medical  assistance. 
Except  on  account  of  health,  and  non-attendance,  we  have  few  pupils 
left  in  the  grades.  We  feel  that  we  have  one  of  the  strongest  corps 
of  teachers  that  any  town  has  the  privilege  of  having.  Our  high 
school  teachers  are  all  college  graduates  and  our  grade  teachers, 
excepting  two  who  have  permanent  certificates,  are  Normal  gradu- 
ates. Under  the  supervision  of  Miss  Margaret  McCarthy  the  music 
in  our  schools  has  taken  an  advanced  step.  All  of  our  grade  teach- 
ers are  systematically  teaching  physical  culture  and  our  high  school 
pupils  are  very  enthusiastic  in  base  ball,  basket  ball  and  foot  ball 
and  do  not  hesitate  to  challenge  any  of  the  towns  around  us. 

During  tli  ■  month  of  May  death  claimed  our  high  school  principal, 
Mr.  C.  D.  Oberdorf.  He  had  been  with  us  for  seventeen  years.  Mr. 
Oberdorf  was  a  close  student,  a  fine  scholar  and  a  splendid  type  of 
man.    His  judgment  was  sound  and  he  always  stood  for  progress. 


NANTI COKE— Alton  P.  Diffendafer. 


During  the  school  year  just  closed,  we  gave  special  attention  to 
(a)  Development  of  school  gardening;  (b)  Plans  for  improving  the 
teaching  in  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  grades,  including  systematic 
training  in  clear  enunciation  and  correct  expression;  (c)  Vacation 
schools,  evening  schools;  recreation  and  social  centers;  (d)  Definite 
tests  and  records  of  school  progress. 

Our  work  in  the  main  has  not  differed  materially  from  that  of 
previous  years.  Thoroughness  in  the  fundamental  branches  continues 
to  be  our  motto.  Supplementing  this  endeavor,  we  have  given  in- 
creased attention  to  the  physical  health  of  the  school  children.  Dur- 
ing the  year  every  child  received  a  careful  physical  examination,  and 
where  physical  defects  were  discovered,  efforts  were  made  to  correct 
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them.  Definite  work  in  the  gymnasium  supplemented  by  well  directed 
games  on  the  playground  has  been  of  great  value  to  many  pupils. 
Carefully  planned  ''setting  up"  exercises  have  produced  squarer  shoul- 
ders, deeper  chests,  enlarged  breathing  capacity,  a  more  erect  posture. 
Parents  have  been  urged  to  pay  more  attention  to  the  teeth  of  the 
children. 

Our  school  board  believes  in  utilizing  our  school  plant  as  mauj 
hours  as  possible,  and  opened  our  fine  gymnasium,  as  well  as  the 
school  rooms,  five  evenings  of  the  week.  A  large  number  of  youngr 
women  are  employed  in  the  mills  and  factories.  To  assist  them  a 
woman  instructor  was  employed  in  physical  culture  and  special 
classes  were  formed  for  them  in  the  evenings.  Many  of  these  workers 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunities  offered  them  and  were  bene- 
fited by  the  training  received. 

Home  and  school  gardening  was  urged  and  promoted.  Ours  is  not 
an  agricultural  community,  but  the  plan  to  promote  home  gardening 
was  received  with  enthusiasm.  All  pupils  in  the  upper  grades  re- 
ceived instruction  in  gardening.  Several  public  lectures,  illustrated 
by  lantern  slides,  were  given  to  explain  how  the  gardens  could  be 
made  and  how  they  should  be  cultivated.  Two  school  gardens  were 
planted,  both  of  which  are  yielding  good  returns.  In  every  section 
of  the  town  home  gardens  are  seen.  In  addition  to  the  financial 
returns  from  these  gardens,  there  is  the  greater  value  of  knowledge 
obtained  first  hand  from  the  cultivation  and  gathering  of  the  products 
of  the  garden. 

At  the  conclusion  of  our  regular  school  term,  a  vacation  school 
was  opened  and  continued  for  six  weeks.  Instruction  was  given  in 
the  same  branches  as  in  the  regular  term,  and  the  results  show  that 
most  efficient  service  was  rendered.  The  primary  purpose  of  these 
classes  was  to  help  the  pupils  who  were  not  promoted  in  June.  These 
extra  classes  for  six  weeks  saved  eighty-five  per  cent,  of  the  pupils 
enrolled  from  repeating  the  work  of  the  grade  in  which  they  had 
failed.  The  results  secured  strengthen  our  desire  for  a  longer  school 
term.  Long  vacations  are  not  helpful.  An  eleven  month  term  is 
preferable  to  a  ten  month  term.  The  long  vacation  compels  the 
teacher  to  spend  too  much  time  at  the  beginning  of  each  new  term 
in  reviewing  the  work  which  had  been  forgotten.  We  hope  to  see 
a  longer  school  day  and  a  longer  school  term. 
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NEW  BRIGHTON— Floyd  Atwell. 


Teachers. 

Generally  speaking,  the  work  of  our  teachers  was  faithful  and 
brought  good  results.  This  was  especially  true  of  the  trained  and 
experienced  teachers.  The  less  experienced  teachers,  with  few  excep- 
tions, did  good  work. 

At  this  point,  I  wish  to  speak  of  the  necessity  of  special  prepara- 
tion and  training  for  the  work  of  teaching.  In  districts  no  larger 
than  New  Brighton  it  is  not  practical  to  maintain  a  teachers'  train- 
ing course  as  a  part  of  the  public  school  system.  This  renders  it 
imperative  that  our  teachers  obtain  the  necessary  instruction,  obser- 
vation and  practice  in  our  State  normal  or  other  training  schools. 

Not  enough  encouragement  has  been  given  to  the  girls  graduating 
from  our  high  school  who  possess  special  aptitude  for  teaching  to 
enter  the  State  normal  schools  and  take  the  training  course  of  those 
institutions.  There  would  and  should  be  an  opening  each  year  for 
several  of  our  high  school  graduates  who  had  completed  the  State 
normal  course  to  teach  in  the  New  Brighton  public  schools. 

Curriculum. 

Owing  to  the  crowded  condition  of  our  schools  during  the  last 
few  years  the  curriculum  has  no  doubt  not  been  modified  as  rapidly 
as  it  otherwise  would  have  been,  however  I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion 
that  no  great  disadvantage  has  yet  been  experienced  in  this  connec- 
tion. )With  many  educators  there  has  been  a  tendency  under  present 
day  pedagogy  to  think  that  the  entire  curriculum  of  the  past  was 
on  an  unsound  basis  and  that  it  should  be  revolutionized.  Changes 
brought  about  that  are  not  practical  and  do  not  stand  the  test  carry 
with  them  quite  an  unwise  expenditure  of  funds. 

In  the  New  Brighton  schools  domestic  science,  domestic  art  and 
manual  training  have  been  added  to  the  curriculum,  both  in  the 
grades  and  in  the  high  school.  After  a  trial  of  two  years  not  only 
the  practical  value  of  these  subjects  but  their  value  along  other  lines 
has  been  evident.  Pupils,  parents,  teachers  and  officials  are  unanir 
mous  in  the  opinion  that  these  subjects  are  not  "fads"  but  a  necessary 
part  of  our  school  work. 

A  commercial  course  was  introduced  and  for  a  time  maintained 
in  the  school  some  years  ago.  At  that  time  there  was  not  sufficient 
demand  for  this  work  to  justify  the  Board  in  continuing  it  and  it 
had  to  be  dropped  from  the  curriculum.     However  ,1  believe  that 
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conditions  have  changed  dining  the  intervening  years  in  the  indus- 
tries of  the  community  and  that  the  time  is  at  hand  when  a  com- 
mercial course  would  be  well  patronized  in  the  New  Brighton  High 
School.  I  heartily  recommend  its  introduction  as  soon  as  the  housing 
conditions  of  the  school  are  more  favorable. 

The  Exhibit  of  May  18th. 

Our  school  exhibit  was  given  on  May  18th  and  covered  only  the 
work  of  the  drawing,  manual  training  and  domestic  science  depart- 
ments. Classes  in  manual  training  and  domestic  science  at  work  in 
actual  recitation  proved  fully  as  popular  as  in  the  preceding  year. 

A  new  feature  of  the  exhibit  was  an  entertainment  given  in  the 
auditorium  by  the  children  of  the  primary  grades.  The  object  of 
giving  this  program  in  addition  to  entertaining  tlie  visitors  was  to 
give  a  practical  demonstration  of  the  work  done  in  these  grades  in 
dramatization  and  music.  The  response  by  the  patrons  and  visitors 
was  very  gratifying  as  was  indicated  by  the  fact  that  the  entertain- 
ment was  given  to  a  croAvded  house  with  several  hundred  more  than 
could  be  accommodated  clamoring  for  admittance.  By  request  the 
same  program  was  repeated  on  the  following  Thursday  evening  to 
a  crowded  house. 

It  is  only  within  the  last  few  years  that  dramatization  has  been 
made  a  part  of  the  teaching  of  reading.  The  real  value  of  such  work 
has  been  very  apparent  to  our  teachers  since  its  introduction. 


NEW  CASTLE— Geo.  A.  Dickson. 


The  notable  school  problem  in  this  city  is  the  constant  and  grooving 
need  of  additional  school  facilities  as  a  result  of  the  industrial  growth 
of  the  cit}''.  The  highest  attendance  for  the  current  year  Avas  7,511 
at  the  end  of  the  second  month.  The  total  enrollment  of  various 
})upils  Avill  number  7,1)00,  0,071  in  the  loAver  eight  grades,  and  029  in 
the  upper  four  grades. 

Thirty  units  are  being  schooled  in  improvised  quarters  including 
seven  portables  and  six  rooms  in  school  basements. 

We  need  two  intenuediate  high  school  buildings  and  the  replace- 
ment of  a  long-outAA'orn  and  antiquated  elementary  building  Avhich 
should  be  discarded.    This  means  an  expenditure  of  at  least  |500,000. 

Plans  were  under  way  for  a  bond  election,  but  the  war  and  the 
present  state  of  the  bond  market  may  postpone  such  action  until  a 
more  propitious  time. 

Mr.  E.  L.  Bowman,  of  the  Bureau  of  Industrial  Education,  made 
an  elaborate  survey  of  the  city  in  December,  1916. 
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Following  his  recommendations  and  under  his  guidance  evening 
industrial  and  vocational  were  offered  in  mechanical  drawing  and 
shop  mathematics,  cookery,  and  sewing.  Attendance  and  interest 
were  good.  It  is  hoped  to  enlarge  this  field  as  well  as  the  general 
field  of  evening  schools  during  the  coming  year. 

Because  of  financial  conditions  the  Board  of  Education  did  not 
see  its  way  clear  to  establish  secondaiy  day  education  in  vocation 
and  industry  for  the  year  1917-18,  as  recommended  in  the  survey,  but 
may  do  so  for  the  year  following. 

The  annual  survey  of  children  repeating  grades  was  made  in  the 
month  of  May.  Six  hundred  forty-one  children  were  repeating  one 
year,  78  repeating  two  years,  19  repeating  three  years.  It  is  worth 
noting  that  37  of  the  two  year  and  16  of  the  three  year  repeaters  are 
in  a  single  building.  This  peculiar  condition  will  require  careful 
scrutiny  and  special  supervision.  The  per  cent,  has  fallen  from  12.7 
to  11.3. 

The  second  biennial  study  of  retardation  was  made  in  May,  in- 
cluding both  elementary  and  secondary  schools. 

This  study  was  based  on  one  year,  one  grade.  The  normal  pupil 
entering  around  six  years  of  age  will  complete  his  elementary  school 
career  around  his  fourteenth  year,  and  his  secondary  education 
around  his  eighteenth  year. 

The  number  of  cases  of  retardation  in  the  elementary  school  in  May 
was  1,872  or  30  per  cent. ;  in  the  high  school  332,  or  42.5  per  cent. ; 
for  the  system,  33,5  per  cent. 

The  puzzling  problem  here  is  the  high  retardation  rate  of  the  high 
school. 

In  the  elementary  schools  with  an  increase  of  about  400  pupils  the 
retardations  have  decreased  by  572,  from  2,444  to  1,872. 

The  chief  causes  given  are:  Late  entering,  667;  ill  health,  535; 
moving  about,  426;  nationality,  difficulty  of  language  mostly,  344; 
slow  mental  development,  674 ;  not  book-minded,  295 ;  sub-normal,  77. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  in  many  of  these  cases  several  causes 
operate.  Also,  the  667  who  entered  later  are  doing  normal  and 
regular  work,  and  would  not  be  included  in  a  scheme  such  as 
that  of  Ayres.  This  would  reduce  retardations  from  2,204  for  the 
system  to  1,537  or  22.5  per  cent. 

It  is  conceded  that  we  have  a  good  deal  of  uncertainty  and  of 
personal  equation  in  such  investigations,  nevertheless  they  are  sign- 
boards of  progress,  and  make  for  efficiency. 

Of  the  children  who  were  promoted  from  summer  school  to  a  higher 
grade  last  year  114  or  65  per  cent,  made  the  next  higher  grade  this 
June.  Among  these  were  a  number  who  were  accelerated  a  grade 
by  attendance  upon  the  summer  school.  It  is  hoped  to  inaugurate 
summer  work  for  high  school  subjects  next  year. 
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A  study  of  failures  covering  the  past  sixteen  years  has  been  made. 
1  submit  the  principal  data,  without  comment.  The  figures  will  speak 
for  themselves.  These  failures  represent  whole  years  and  half  years. 
1  would  suggest  a  general  investigation  of  high  school  failures. 

Failures— 1902-17. 


Grade  IX. 


Number  Tak- 
ing Subjects. 


Failures. 


English  I.,  

Physical  geography, 

Algebra    I.,    

History,   

Latin  I.,  

German  I.,  

Design,    

Physiography,    

Physiology,    

Science,  

Drawing,    

French,  

Freehand    drawing. 

Manual  training, 

Spanish,     

Domestic  science,  ... 
Mechanical  drawing, 
I*ublic    speaking,    ... 


2,663 

348 

1,084 

242 

2,316 

914 

1,568 

233 

1,896 

447 

604 

95 

34 

2 

44 

2 

122 

9 

466 

45 

6 

56 

3 

426 

10 

303 
69 
120 
137 
100 


Failures— 1902-17. 


Grade  X. 


Number  Tak- 
ing Subjects. 


Failures. 


P.   geometry,   ... 
English    II.,    — , 

History,     

Latin    II.,    

German   II.,    

Zoology,    

Bookkeeping,    ... 

Botany,    

Physiology,    

Drawing,    

Manual    training 
Spanish  I.,  


1,427 

1,712 

1,287 

1,144 

529 

89 

49 

273 

96 

25 

56 

156 


172 

90 

195 

59 

17 

11 

21 

3 

1 

4 

24 


Failures— 1902-17. 


Grade  XI. 


Number  Tak- 

Failures. 

ing  Subjects. 

651 

59 

530 

114 

739 

99 

1,154 

168 

578 

52 

618 

51 

485 

25 

37 

13 

93 

16 

6 

104 

13 

Algebra  II . ,  - 
P.  geometry,  . 

German,   

English.    

Chemistry,  .. 
Latin    III..    - 

History,     

Zoology,    

Physics,    

S.  Geometry, 
Trigonometry, 
Physiology,  .. 
Bookkeeping, 
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Grade  XII. 


Number  Tak- 
ing Subjects. 


Failures. 


Algebra  II.,  . 
Trigonometry, 
S.    Geometry, 

German,  

Physics,    

Knglish  IV.,  . 
Chemistry,    „. 

Zoology,    

Latin   IV.,   ._ . 

Geology,    

Physiology,    _. 

Botany.    

History,     

Drawing,    

Adv.    algebra. 


75 
205 
108 
563 
547 
911 

32 

26 
453 
126 

13 

r 

192 

16 

173 


Failures— 1902-17. 


Commercials    1st    Year. 


Number  Tak- 
ing Subjects. 


Failures. 


Commercial    law,    . 
Bus.     arithmetic,     . 

Knglish,    

Stenography,    

Bookkeeping,    

Spelling,     

Typewriting,    

Penmanship,    

Geography   Comm., 
Industrial   History, 


408 
216 
503 
569 
342 
563 
625 
407 
244 
74 


57 
47 
100 
79 
71 
42 
16 
18 
23 
1 


Failures— 1902-17, 


Commercials    2nd    Year. 


Failures. 


Stenography,    — 

Com.    law,    

JCnglish,    

Arithmetic  Bus., 

Algebra,   

Penmanship, 
Geography   Com 
Typewriting,    _— 
Bookkeeping,    — 
Economics,     


NEW  KENSINGTON— J.  E.  Hershberger. 


The  school  year  of  1916-17  closed  on  Friday  evening,  June  8,  1917, 
with   the  graduation  of   sixty  students  from   the  high   school,   the 
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largest  in  the  history  of  the  local  school.  Taking  the  work  in  all 
cle])artnients  it  has  been  onr  most  snccessfnl  year.  The  spirit  of  both 
teachers  and  pupils  has  been  one  of  heart3'  co-operation. 

Although  the  quarantine  which  lasted  almost  the  entire  month  of 
September  threatened  to  hamper  the  work,  after  two  weeks  of  confer- 
ence with  the  teachers,  school  opened  and  the  work  progressed  in  a 
most  excellent  manner  and  the  same  amount  of  work  was  covered 
as  in  the  previous  years  and  in  many  cases  much  better.  The  time 
spent  in  conference  and  planning  the  work  bore  good  fruit  as  the 
teachers  were  not  only  better  prepared  for  their  work  but  were  in 
the  spirit  of  work  when  school  opened.  It  would  be  a  most  excellent 
thing  if  arrangements  could  be  made  to  spend  a  week  in  conference 
each  year  to  plan  the  work  before  the  opening  of  school. 

At  the  June  promotions  we  have  had  fewer  failures  than  in  any 
previous  year.  This  is  attributed  very  largely  to  the  fact  that  the 
last  half-hour  of  each  school  day  is  devoted  to  pupils  whose  work 
has  been  unsatisfactory.  Those  whose  work  was  satisfactory  were 
excused  while  the  others  remained  for  assistance  from  the  teacher. 
In  this  way  nmny  pupils  who  formerl}'  had  difficulty  in  making 
a  passing  grade  have  been  enabled  to  do  work  well.  Often  a  mere 
explanation  or  suggestion  was  sufficient  to  remove  the  difficulty. 

The  Junior  High  t^chool  has  now  been  in  operation  for  three  years 
and  the  results  of  the  trial  have  more  than  met  our  expectations.  As 
an  evidence  that  it  is  meeting  Avith  the  ajjproval  of  the  parents,  teach- 
ers and  pupils,  the  following  is  deemed  as  proof,  in  part  at  least: 
Since  the  inauguration  of  the  Junior  High  School  the  enrollment  of 
the  upper  six  grades  has  increased  more  than  100  per  cent,  while 
the  total  enrollment  for  the  entire  twelve  grades  is  a  fraction  less 
than  25  per  cent.  At  the  mid-year  promotion  this  year  every  student 
in  Junior  2A,  or  last  half  of  eighth  grade,  passed  with  a  good  grade 
and  continued  his  work.  This  is  to  us  an  evidence  of  the  success  of 
the  Junior  High  School. 

The  Household  Arts  Course  has  been  established  during  the  year 
and  is  proving  popular  with  the  girls.  In  fact  the  classes  in  house- 
hold chemistry  have  done  very  exceptional  work  during  the  year. 
The  course  has  been  enlarged  so  as  to  make  it  in  reality  for  what 
the  name  stands. 

In  the  Industrial  Department  the  boys  have  shown  tluit  trades  can 
be  taught,  and  can  be  w^ell  taught.  The  fact  that  products  from  the 
machine  and  pattern  shops  are  sought  by  local  industries  and  paid 
for  at  current  market  rates  proves  that  the  work  is  worth  while. 

The  graduating  class  of  the  high  school  also  furnished  our  gradu- 
ates of  the  four-year  course  in  the  commercial  department.  At  this 
time  every  member  but  one  has  a  regular  position  and  some  of  them 
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are  receiving  more  pay  than  many  teachers  who  have  taught  several 
years.  It  is  not  hard  to  find  the  reason  why  many  of  our  best  young 
people  prefer  to  enter  commercial  lines  of  work. 

The  school  savings  bank  has  been  in  operation  in  the  Junior  and 
Senior  High  School  for  the  entire  year.  Its  success  has  been  such 
as  to  warrant  its  introduction  into  the  entire  school  system.  Two  of 
the  local  banks  act  as  the  reserve  agents  and  all  business  is  done  in 
form  of  the  regular  national  banking  system.  The  bank  forms  a 
part  of  the  commercial  equipment.  It  has  also  acted  as  treasurer 
of  the  athletic  association  and  other  activities. 

During  the  last  week  in  August  the  Tarentum  and  New  Kensington 
teachers  held  a  joint  institute  at  New  Kensington.  This  year  it  will 
be  held  at  Tarentum.  This  arrangement  is  proving  very  satisfactory 
to  both  teachers  and  patrons.  The  instructors  for  the  week  were: 
Dr.  F.  B.  Pearson,  Supt,  of  Public  Instruction  of  Ohio;  Hon.  K.  B. 
Teitrick,  Deputy  Supt.  of  Public  Instruction  of  Penna. ;  and  Dr.  C. 
M,  Morse,  of  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

With  all  the  departments  fully  equipped,  the  work  well  planned, 
and  a  fine  spirit  on  part  of  patrons,  teachers  and  directors,  the  out- 
look for  the  future  is  indeed  bright. 


NEWPORT  TOWNSHIP  (Luzerne  County)— Thomas  A.  Dixon. 


The  school  year  ending  July,  1917,  has  been  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful in  the  history  of  the  public  schools  of  Newport  township. 
During  the  year  there  were  enrolled  two  thousand  four  hundred 
eighty-six  pupils;  two  thousand  three  hundred  seventy-three  pupils 
in  the  elementary  schools  and  one  hundred  thirteen  pupils  in  the 
high  school.  Fifty-seven  teachers  were  in  charge  of  the  former  and 
six  teachers  in  charge  of  the  latter. 

Departmental  work  was  introduced  in  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades  with  a  marked  success  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  and  great 
enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  the  teachers.  Active  supervision  of  the 
play  ground  was  insisted  upon  and  it  was  a  great  pleasure  to  watch 
teachers  and  pupils  engaged  in  the  various  games  and  note  how  this 
close  association  produced  a  kind  feeling  and  spirit  of  refinement 
among  the  pupils. 

Manual  training  for  the  boys  and  sewing  for  the  girls  were  made 
part  of  the  course  of  study  for  the  pupils  of  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades  and  put  into  operation  without  employing  special  teachers. 
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An  exhibition  of  the  work  of  the  girls  and  the  boys  was  held  at  the 
dedication  of  the  new  school  at  Wauamie,  May  30,  1917,  where  the 
work  in  manual  training  and  sewing  was  witnessed  by  throngs  of 
people,  who  were  astonished  at  the  accomplishment  of  the  boys  and 
girls  and  pronounced  it  the  finest  exhibit  in  the  histoiy  of  the  public 
schools  of  Newport  township. 

The  principal  influences  for  teachers  improvement  and  stimulation 
and  inciting  the  co-operation  of  parents  in  school  affairs  were  public 
lectures  and  institutes.  On  the  third  Friday  evening  of  each  month 
during  the  winter,  a  leading  educator  delivered  to  the  public  a  lecture 
involving  the  part  that  the  parents  play  in  the  education  of  the  child 
and  on  the  following  morning,  to  the  teachers  assembled  in  institute, 
spoke  on  a  topic  of  vital  importance  to  the  teacher;  in  this  manner 
the  parents  took  a  more  active  part  in  school  affairs  and  the  teachers 
became  more  progressive  in  their  work. 

The  chief  material  improvements  of  the  year  were  the  erection  of 
an  eight-room  brick  building,  the  installation  of  shower  baths  in  the 
Central  High  School  and  Kosciusko  buildings. 

The  district  employs  a  supervisor  in  music,  a  supervisor  in  drawing 
and  a  supervisor  in  writing,  each  of  whom  I  wish  to  commend  for 
their  excellent  work  during  the  past  year. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  extend  my  thanks  to  the  teaching  corps, 
the  Board  of  Education  and  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
for  their  assistance  and  co-operation  in  the  school  work  of  Newport 
township. 


NORRISTOWN— A.  S.  Martin. 


Pursuant  with  an  order  issued  by  the  State  Department  of  Health, 
the  school  term  for  all  children  under  sixteen  years  of  age  was  closed 
until  October  1st.  The  high  school  pupils  sixteen  years  of  age  and 
older  began  their  school  year  on  September  4th.  The  high  school 
continued  in  session  ten  months  and  the  elementary  schools  nine 
months  and  three  days.  The  opening  of  the  high  school  term  on 
September  4th  made  it  possible  for  most  of  the  members  of  the  third 
and  fourth  year  classes  to  obtain  the  normal  standard  amount  of  in- 
struction. The  members  of  the  first  and  second  year  classes  who  were 
permitted  to  begin  work  on  this  date  were  over-aged  and  for  these 
the  first  month  offered  a  particular  advantage  to  do  work  essential 
to  the  course.  These  classes  were  very  small  and  the  work  took  the 
form  of  individual  teaching. 
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A  Special  institute  session  was  convened  during  the  last  week  of 
September  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  the  elementary  teachers 
in  methods  essential  to  effective  teachiug.  Euiphasis  was  placed  on 
w  hat  to  teach  and  on  how  to  teach.  Questions  of  school  organization 
and  methods  of  study  and  of  directed  study  also  formed  a  prominent 
part  of  the  program.  The  supervisors  in  drawing  and  music  and  the 
superintendent  were  the  instructors.  The  elementary  school  teachers 
taught  nine  months  and  three  days  and  were  paid  in  full  for  ten 
months. 

Four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  pupils  were  enrolled 
during  the  school  year  ending  July  1,  1917.  Of  this  number  257  were 
enrolled  in  the  Continuation  School.  The  whole  number  of  males 
was  2,379  and  of  females  2,404.  The  average  daily  attendance  in 
the  Continuation  School  was  33  and  in  the  elementary  and  high 
schools  3,471.  The  average  attendance  in  the  high  school  was  484 
and  in  the  elementary  schools  2,987. 

Eight  hundred  and  fiftj^-two  pupils  were  admitted  to  the  elementary 
and  high  schools.  Five  hundred  and  one  were  beginners  of  whom 
344  were  admitted  in  September  and  157  in  February.  One  hundred 
and  eighty-four  students  completed  successfully  the  eighth  grade,  82 
in  February  and  102  in  June.  One  hundred  students  graduated  in 
the  four  years'  courses  of  the  high  school ;  34  in  February  and  66  in 
June.  Nine  graduated  in  the  two  years'  vocational  course  for  stu- 
dents who  enter  the  eighth  year  grade  or  the  high  school  one  or  more 
years  over-aged. 

Four  hundred  and  eighteen  pupils  left  school  during  the  school 
year  prior  to  the  completion  of  the  terms,  90  in  the  high  school  and 
322  in  the  elementary  schools.  Two  hundred  and  nine  of  these 
received  labor  certificates,  189  moved  from  town  and  24  left  for  other 
reasons. 

Of  the  111  teachers  employed,  19  taught  in  the  high  school,  89  in 
the  elementary  schools,  and  3  in  the  elementary  and  high  schools. 
The  average  salary  of  the  elementary  schol  teachers  was  |57.99;  of 
the  high  school  teachers,  $100.27;  of  the  principals,  .f  108.125;  and 
the  average  of  all  the  teachers  including  principals  and  supervisors, 
|;69.25.  The  actual  average  cost  of  educating  a  boy  or  girl  the  last 
year  was  |43.83. 

The  highest  enrollment  of  the  night  school  was  125  and  the  lowest 
was  36.  Five  teachers  were  emploj^ed  during  the  first  portion  of  the 
term  and  two  during  the  latter  part  of  the  term.  The  demand  for 
labor  together  Avith  the  influence  of  the  Continuation  School  reduced 
the  attendance.  The  instruction  Avas  confined  to  the  subjects  of 
spelling,  reading,  writing,  business  English,  business  arithmetic, 
mechanical  drawing  and  civics. 
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Three  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-tive  pupils  Averc  examined 
\ty  the  medical  inspectors  with  the  following  results: 

Defective  vision,   006 

Defective  hearing", 127 

Defective  teeth,   1,011 

Throat  and  nasal  defects, 445 

Other  defects, 171 

Total,  2,360 

One  thousand  live  hundred  and  three  parents  were  informed  that 
their  children  needed  immediate  medical  treatment  and  559  responded 
"that  such  treatment  will  be  given." 

The  school  savings  fund  in  operation  in  this  district  since  1890 
shows  a  decrease  in  the  amount  of  money  deposited  but  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  depositors.  The  decrease  in  deposits  was  due  to 
the  fact  that  children  under  sixteen  years  of  age  were  excluded  from 
school  one  month  by  the  State  Department  of  Health.  The  amount 
deposited  since  the  inception  of  the  system  is  |27S,704.8S;  the  amount 
withdrawn  to  date,  $250,400.14 ;  and  the  amount  remaining  on  deposit 
July  1,  1917,  is  128,304.44.  The  amount  deposited  from  July  1,  1916, 
to  July  1,  1917,  is  $12,581.30.  This  is  $884.79  less  than  the  amount 
deposited  last  year.    The  number  of  depositors  for  the  year  is  2,281. 

About  the  middle  of  May  a  large  portion  of  Barbadoes  Island  was 
offered  by  the  lessee  for  garden  purposes.  The  offer  was  accepted 
and  through  the  interest  of  a  group  of  public  spirited  citizens  money 
was  raised  to  pay  for  the  plowing  of  a  portion  of  the  island  and  for 
limited  free  transportation.  A  portion  of  the  seeds  was  also  furnished 
free.  The  distribution  of  the  land  and  control  and  direction  of  those 
who  were  assigned  plots  Avas  placed  in  charge  of  the  superintendent 
of  schools.  Agreements  were  prepared  which  both  pupil  and  parent 
signed  after  which  the  pupil  was  entitled  to  a  plot  of  land  and  free 
transportation.  Each  pupil  was  urged  to  enlist  the  interest  of  his 
older  brothers  and  sisters  and  his  parents.  Two  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  agreements  were  signed  and  a])proximately  four  hundred  passes 
were  issued.  Each  party  received  an  assignment  of  one-sixteenth  of 
an  acre  and  those  who  were  able  to  develop  more  received  additional 
allotments.  Approxinmtely  thirty  aci*es  are  under  cultivation  for 
garden  purposes.  With  few  exceptions  the  plots  are  in  a  promising 
state  of  cultivation.  Each  ])erson  is  allowed  the  fruits  of  his  own 
labors.     There  is  no  rental  charged. 

The  question  of  making  the  public  schools  more  efficient  is  the 
concern  of  the  entire  community.  The  wise  expenditure  of  the  money 
for  ])ublic  school  purposes  is  the  paramount  factor  in  the  making 
o"  an  efficient  school  system.    Tlie  factors  of  a  school  svstem  fall  into 
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two  distinct  groups ;  those  which  are  inanimate  and  the  living  forces. 
Under  the  first  group  may  be  placed  school  buildings  and  grounds,  ' 
furniture,  apparatus,  and  supplies  of  all  kinds;  under  the  second, 
teachers  and  supervisors  and  all  persons  who  have  a  directing  in- 
fluence over  the  schools.  It  .will  be  interesting  to  note  that  the  total 
expenses  during  the  past  year  excluding  money  spent  for  permanent 
improvements  were  1153,650.84.  Approximately  53  per  cent,  of  this 
money  was  spent  for  the  salaries  of  the  teachers,  principals  and 
superintendent;  8^  per  cent,  for  all  other  salaries;  38|  per  cent,  for 
interest  on  bonds,  sinking  fund  purposes,  fuel  and  other  supplies. 

Good  school  buildings  and  line  equipments  may  or  may  not  be 
associated  with  good  schools.  The  teacher  is  the  important  factor 
of  the  school.  Kesults  in  education  are  determined  directly  by  the 
educational  training,  industry,  character  and  professional  spirit  of 
the  teacher.  A  district  which  pays  good  salaries  has  the  right  to 
set  a  higher  standard  for  its  teachers  and  should  do  so.  The  surest 
means  of  improving  a  school  system  is  the  improvement  of  the  living 
forces,  the  teachers.  All  improvement  costs  and  nowhere  is  this  more 
true  than  among  teachers.  Larger  salaries  should  become  the 
measure  of  higher  teacher  qualifications  which  are  always  followed 
by  an  improvement  in  the  education  of  the  boys  and  girls.  It  is  fair 
to  raise  the  question  if  it  would  be  a  paramount  interest  to  the  dis- 
trict to  raise  the  amount  spent  for  teachers'  salaries  from  53  per  cent, 
to  60  per  cent,  of  the  actual  expense  of  the  system  with  the  demand 
of  corresponding  professional  improvement  on  the  part  of  the 
teachers. 

Among  the  influences  which  operated  during  the  year  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  educational  conditions  of  the  town  were  monthly 
teachers'  institutes,  jjarent-teachers'  meetings,  educational  bulletins, 
county  teachers'  institute,  directed  professional  reading  courses,  and 
academic  work.  Thirty-seven  of  the  teachers  in  the  district  met 
weekly  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  instruction  in  English  and  in 
literature  of  college  grade.  The  instruction  was  given  by  a  regular 
university  professor.  A  number  of  other  teachers  took  courses  at 
universities,  colleges,  and  normal  schools  during  the  year.  These 
teachers  are  ambitious  to  improve  themselves  to  the  end  that  their 
services  may  become  more  valuable.  They  are  deserving  and  their 
interest  should  be  recognized  substantially  as  well  as  sentimentally. 

No  pupil  can  hope  to  succeed  well  in  school  unless  he  is  regular 
ir  attendance.  A  study  of  the  recent  promotions  has  convinced  me 
that  poor  attendance  is  responsible  for  the  great  majority  of  the 
failures  of  the  public  schools.  Facts  support  this  statement.  Our 
promotions  are  made  regularly  each  five  months  and  at  other  times 
v'hen  a  pupil  is  capable  to  do  the  work  of  the  higher  grade.  This 
plan  has  the  distinct  advantage  of  grading  the  child  so  that  he  will 
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not  lose  more  than  five  months  if  he  fails  in  promotion.  In  the 
elementary  schools  G7  per  cent,  of  all  the  pupils  who  failed  were 
absent  15  per  cent,  or  more  of  the  time ;  in  the  high  school,  60  per  cent, 
of  those  who  failed  were  absent  10  per  cent,  or  more  of  the  normal 
time.  Stated  in  different  terms,  approximately  7  of  the  10  who  failed 
in  their  promotion  in  the  grades  failed  because  of  poor  attendance 
and  6  of  ever,y  10  who  failed  in  the  high  school,  failed  because  of  poor 
attendance.  Failure  to  be  promoted  means  ultimately  the  loss  of  the 
salary  of  an  adult  for  5  months. 

The  surest  way  of  improving  the  schools  of  Norristown  is  by  fear- 
lessly exacting  the  attendance  of  pupils  and  by  paying  higher  salaries 
for  teachers  with  the  understanding  that  increase  in  salary  demands 
increased  ability  to  teach.  The  strongest  influences  for  good  at- 
tendance are  good  teachers  and  interested  parents.  It  is  a  notable 
f.'ict  that  some  teachers  have  even  the  power  to  hold  in  school  pupils 
who  had  a  reputation  of  truancy  with  others.  Invariably  we  find 
back  of  a  truant  a  parent  who  is  indifferent  or  indulgent.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  to  report  to  the  proper  officials  chil- 
dren who  are  derelict  in  school  attendance.  Next  to  a  wise  attitude 
of  teachers  and  parents,  the  most  effective  way  of  bringing  a  truant 
to  school  is  the  unhampered  operation  of  our  excellent  compulsory 
school  law.  If  the  spirit  of  the  law  is  observed,  the  indifferent  parent 
will  become  interested  and  the  indulgent  parent,  exacting;  and  the 
child  will  attend  school. 

The  school  work  of  the  year  was  of  commendable  quality  due  prin- 
cipally to  the  fine  school  spirit  of  the  district  and  the  co-operation 
of  parents,  teachers  and  school  officials.  The  loyal  support  of  the 
cause  of  popular  education  by  the  local  press  and  the  helpful  sug- 
gestions of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  were  also  important 
factors  for  school  progress  during  the  year. 


NORTHAMPTON— William  D.  Landis. 


The  school  term  for  1916  and  1917  opened  Monday,  October  2,  1916, 
five  weeks  after  the  date  set  earlier  in  the  year,  due  to  the  infantile 
paralysis  epidemic  in  the  State. 

The  highest  number  of  pupils  enrolled  was,  female,  776;  male,  726; 
total,  1,502.  The  attendance  for  the  year  was  95  per  cent.  The  num- 
ber of  teachers  employed  was,  female,  32;  male,  9;  total,  41.  The 
certificates  held  by  these  41  teachers  are  classified  as  follows:  Normal 
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school  diplomas  33,  college  diplomas  6,  special  certificate  for  super- 
visor of  music  1,  normal  school  diploma  and  special  certificate  for 
manual  training  teacher  1. 

Commencement  was  held  -hine  21  when  25  young  men  and  women 
graduated.  A  large  number  of  tliese  have  already  made  preparations 
for  attending  higher  institutions  of  learning;  Dr.  Forrest  E.  Dager, 
Temple  University,  delivered  the  address  to  the  graduates. 

The  folloAving  Lyceum  Course  was  otfered  to  tlie  public  during  the 
year:  Edward  Amherst  Ott,  Nov.  3;  The  Marigold  Quartette,  Nov. 
17 ;  Ealph  Bingham,  Dec.  4 ;  Musical  Merry  Makers,  F6b.  9 ;  The  Old 
Home  Singers,  Mar.  17,  and  The  Parish  Players,  March  28. 

The  school  gardens  continue  to  meet  with  the  same  popularity  of 
former  years.  Aside  from  other  benefits,  they  give  the  boys  and  girls 
an  interest  otherwise  denied  them.  Lots  were  assigned  to  juipils  from 
fifth  grade  to  high  school  inclusive. 

Field  Day  was  observed  on  June  9.  Pupils  from  the  grades  and 
high  school  competed  for  prizes.  The  interest  of  the  public  is  rapidly 
increasing  in  favor  of  playgrounds  and  recreation  as  is  evidenced  by 
the  annual  increase  in  the  crowds  attending  Field  Day. 

Patrons'  Day  again  marked  an  important  feature  in  our  educational 
[urogram  during  the  year.  Hundreds  of  parents  and  friends  passed 
through  the  rooms  and  observed  the  regular  work  as  well  as  the 
work  in  special  departments  of  sewing  and  manual  training.  On  May 
10th  our  annual  musicale  was  rendered  to  an  overflowing  house. 
These  events  have  been  productive  of  much  good  in  our  community 
and  have  largely  been  instrumental  in  developing  the  educational  sen- 
timent characteristic  of  our  town. 

Medical  inspection  continues  to  do  its  work  and  more  and  more 
are  we  convinced  that  it  accomplishes  all  that  its  most  ardent  advo- 
cates claim  for  it.  The  public  takes  kindly  to  it  and  have  in  all  cases 
co-operated  with  us  in  the  work. 

The  Compulsory  Education  Law  Avas  strictly  enforced  and  only 
two  prosecutions  were  necessary  during  the  year.  These  two  resulted 
in  convictions. 

This  was  the  first  full  term  for  the  Continuation  School.  Tlie 
highest  enrollment  was,  female  GO,  male  39,  total  99.  These  were 
distributed  among  silk  mills,  cigar  factories,  stores  and  shops  in  our 
town.  The  school  is  regarded  by  all  who  are  able  to  judge  a  success. 
All  who  come  under  its  influence  bear  evidence  when  at  work  that  a 
better  influence  is  shaping  their  lives.  Industries  have  been  found 
ever  ready  to  co-operate  with  the  school  authorities  in  carrying  out 
the  laws  pertaining  to  this  school. 

The  number  of  employment  certificates  issued  during  the  year  was, 
vacation  certificates  30  and  regular  certificates  89. 
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In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Board  of ' 
Directors,  the  teachers  and  the  parents  for  their  co-operation  in 
bringing  to  a  close  another  successful  school  year. 


OIL  CITY— James  J.  Palmer. 


The  school  year  for  1916-11)17  for  Oil  City  closed  June  28,  1917, 
with  a  full  nine  months'  term.  The  late  start  in  the  autumn,  due 
to  the  State  quarantine  for  infantile  paralysis,  made  little  if  any 
change  in  the  year's  work.  Our  school  board  wisely  gave  us  the  full 
term  with  no  shortening  of  the  work  or  the  time  for  doing  it.  Con- 
siderable misapprehension  was  felt  about  having  the  schools  open 
until  the  last  of  June,  but  the  splendid  June  weather  in  this  section 
worked  no  hardship  or  inconvenience  whatever.  On  the  contrary, 
a  good  many  people  came  to  appreciate  the  fact  that  early  September 
is  usually  warm  with  us,  so  they  asked  the  school  board  to  begin 
school  two  weeks  late  this  autumn,  or  September  17th. 

The  war  scare  affected  our  school  during  the  latter  part  of  the  term 
very  little.  We  are  not  in  an  agricultural  community,  and  military 
people  of  Oil  City  were  very  considerate  of  the  high  schools  in  their 
operations.  Very  few  of  our  boys  asked  to  be  excused  from  school 
work  in  order  to  work  on  the  farms.  If  there  had  been  any  need 
for  such  action  on  our  part  we  would  gladly  have  responded,  but, 
as  it  was,  those  who  expected  to  get  full  credit  for  school  work  for 
being  excused  were  mostly  the  shirkers  in  school.  This  explanation, 
of  course,  of  our  conditions  is  purely  local  because,  no  doubt,  the 
situation  would  be  entirely  different  in  other  parts  of  the  State. 

The  call  for  help  in  the  industries  and  in  business  is  so  strong 
that  we  may  suffer  some  little  loss  in  high  school  enrollment.  We 
feel,  however,  that  this  is  a  time  of  special  need  and  we  are  willing  to 
co-operate  in  any  plan  that  may  help  to  solve  serious  problems. 

One  of  these  i)roblems  is  the  question  of  military  training  in  the 
schools.  We  had  hoped  that  the  energies  of  all  our  population  except 
a  mere  handful  might  be  devoted  entirely  to  the  occupations  and 
pursuits  of  peace,  but  when  a  great  and  prosperous  nation  like  Ger- 
many can  so  suddenly  relapse  into  the  condition  by  which  she  has 
forced  the  whole  civilized  world  into  war  some  militaiy  training 
seems  necessary  to  be  prepared  for  possible  wars. 

Where  this  universal  military  training  is  to  begin  in  the  lives  of 
our  young  men  is  an  unsettled  question.    Many  of  the  sanest  advo- 
cates of  universal  military  training  do  not  ask  for  it  until  the  latter 
21 
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part  of  the  high  school  period  or  even  after  the  young  man  has  reached 
the  maturity  of  the  high  school  graduate.  Perhaps  the  greatest  injury 
to  our  schools  from  compulsory  military  training  of  boys  in  the  high 
school  would  be  the  emphasis  which  the  preparation  for  war  in  one 
form  or  another  would  make  in  the  lives  of  the  coming  generation. 
War  may  be  a  necessity  at  times,  and  when  it  is,  must  receive  the 
undivided  energies  of  the  peoples  that  engage  in  it.  It  is  to  be 
seriously  hoped  that  this  will  be  an  incidental  rather  than  a  regular 
condition  to  be  fostered  long  in  the  life  of  any  nation. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  believe  that  the  best  preparation  of  our 
young  people,  especially  those  who  live  in  the  cities  and  larger  towns, 
is  that  which  gives  them  a  vigorous  and  sturdy  physical,  character. 
Educationally,  we  have  failed  to  give  this  much-needed  development 
proper  attention.  Instead  of  military  training,  we  need  a  splendid 
preparation  for  military  or  any  other  kind  of  life  by  establishing 
in  our  young  people  a  sound  physical  development  through  the  right 
kind  of  phj'sical  education  or  physical  training. 

Oil  City  has  the  last  year  carried  out  a  program  with  this  end  in 
view.  We  have  a  well  educated,  well  trained  and  efficient  director 
who  has,  with  the  gymnasium  in  our  new  Junior  High  School,  given 
to  as  many  boys  and  girls  as  possible  in  the  upper  grades  of  our 
schools  the  best  kind  of  physical  training.  Physical  training  in  the 
schools  can  be  made  a  serious  nerve-taxing  exercise.  We  believe  that 
it  should  be  largely  recreational  in  its  nature.  It  should  give  exer- 
cises that  will  tend  to  correct  the  present  undesirable  tendencies  of 
school  and  city  life  in  the  health  and  groAvth  of  the  body  and  it  should 
aim  to  develop  in  the  coming  generation  of  young  people  the  desire 
to  participate  in  large  numbers  in  healthy  outdoor  recreational  plays, 
games  and  pursuits.  While  athletics,  so-called  in  the  high  school, 
seem  to  be  a  necessary  evil,  we  do  not  consider  them  particularly 
valuable  to  the  student  body  at  large  because  only  a  few  students 
participate  in  them  and  sometimes  they  do  it  to  their  own  possible 
injury. 

Another  problem  that  Oil  City  schools  are  making  an  attempt  to 
solve  is  the  place  of  the  Junior  High  School.  For  the  entire  year  we 
have  had  in  operation  a  Junior  High  School — organized  in  a  building 
erected  especially  for  it.  We  have  been  conservative  in  both  the 
organization  and  management  of  this  school.  It  is  in  no  sense  a 
vocational  school,  but  rather  a  grouping  of  seventh,  eighth,  ninth  and 
tenth  grade  pupils,  with  somewhat  of  departmental  organization  and 
special  features  such  as  gymnasium,  music,  drawing,  manual  train- 
ing, cooking,  sewing,  and  penmanship — well  provided  for  as  to  equip- 
ment, organization  and  special  teaching  service.  Pupils  of  these 
grades  profit  by  at  least  some  of  the  advantages  of  high  school  organi- 
zation and  spirit. 
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Our  Junior  High  School  is  an  academic  Junior  High  School  rather 
than  a  vocational  school.  This  seems  to  meet  the  needs  of  our  school 
population.  A  very  different  type  of  school  might  be  needed  in  a 
different  environment. 

This  being  a  new  type  of  school  in  the  community,  it  seemed  desira- 
ble to  give  some  opportunity  for  Oil  City  people  to  inspect  the  school 
and  see  it  in  operation.  Many  men  cannot  or  will  not  attend  a  day 
session.  Twice  during  the  year  an  evening  session  from  seven-thirty 
to  nine-thirty  was  conducted.  All  departments  of  the  school  were 
in  operation ;  every  teacher  taught  as  many  periods  as  possible.  Visi- 
tors were  given  complete  programs  at  the  entrance  and  pupil  ushers 
conducted  them  to  the  different  classes  in  which  they  were  interested. 
More  than  a  thousand  visitors  attended  each  session. 

Our  school  enrollment  increases  at  the  rate  of  about  three  addi- 
tional schools  each  year — from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pupils  yearly.  The  total  school  population  in  Oil  City  between  the 
ages  of  six  and  sixteen  was  3,633.  Of  these  the  public  schools  en- 
rolled 3,437. 


OLD  FOKGE— Frank  R.  Coyne. 


It  gives  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  a  year  of  splendid  advance- 
ment in  teaching. 

We  conducted  our  own  institutes  during  the  year  and  thereby 
reaped  all  the  advantages  of  a  closer  intimacy  with  the  great  edu- 
cators of  the  State.  We  listened  to  talks  from  members  of  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction,  college  professors,  men  and  women 
prominent  in  educational  affairs  and  from  teachers  who  make  a 
specialty  of  their  subjects. 

Our  board  is  quite  satisfied  with  the  innovation,  the  teachers  are 
delighted  and  our  patrons  have  been  highly  entertained  with  evening 
lectures. 

Note  books  were  kept  of  the  instruction  given  by  the  lecturers  and 
the  contents  put  into  class-room  and  drill  exercises. 

We  now  have  a  supervisor  of  drawing,  a  supervisor  of  sewing  and  a 
supervisor  of  music  each  of  whom  devotes  all  her  time  to  her  special 
subject. 

The  advance  made  in  English  has  been  remarkable  and  I  attribute 
the  difference  to  the  personal  information  given  by  our  visiting  in- 
structors who  never  tired  of  answering  the  many  questions  and 
settling  the  embarrassing  situations  met  with  by  teachers  in  their 
daily  work. 
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We  feel  indebted  to  those  who  helped  to  make  our  meetings  a 
success,  for  the  timely  information  rendered  by  the  State  Board 
through  their  energetic  secretary  and  to  the  members  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  for  their  hearty  and  unselfish  encour- 
agement. 

We  have  issued  150  employment  certificates  during  the  year.  Our 
enrollment  was  3,082. 


OLYPHANT— M.  W.  Cummings. 


Notwithstanding  the  late  date  of  the  opening  of  our  schools,  owing 
to  the  ruling  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  we  were  able  to  complete 
the  full  term  of  nine  months,  closing  on  Friday,  June  22.  This  was 
made  possible  by  eliminating  certain  holidays  and  shortening  the 
Christmas  and  Easter  vacations.  The  work  done  during  the  term 
was  fairly  successful  and  will  compare  favorably  with  that  of  other 
years. 

Our  attendance  continues  to  grow,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  our 
enrollment  for  the  term  i)assed  the  2,000  mark,  being  in  exact  figures 
2,005.  The  average  daily  attendance  was  1,602.  These  totals  are 
exclusive  of  the  Continuation  School  in  which  197  pupils  were  en- 
rolled. The  greatest  increase  in  attendance  took  place  in  the  portion 
of  the  district  tributary  to  the  Roosevelt  school  in  the  Fourth  ward. 
Here  the  increase  was  so  great,  that  in  order  to  relieve  the  conges- 
tion, the  board  was  obliged  to  provide  a  two-unit  portable  school. 
This  relief  is  only  temporary  as  the  board  intends  to  erect  a  four 
room  addition  to  this  building  in  a  few  years. 

.  Our  corps  of  teachers  for  the  coming  term  will  number  fifty-four. 
From  the  standpoint  of  professional  training  it  is  constantly  im- 
proving. A  large  majority  of  them  are  normal  graduates,  while 
those  who  are  not  possess  county  permanent,  or  professional  certifi- 
cates, and  have  demonstrated  their  professional  skill  by  long  terms 
of  successful  teaching.  But  one  teacher  is  employed  who  holds  a 
provisional  certificate.  The  salary  of  teachers  in  this  district  com- 
pares favorably  with  that  of  any  other  district  in  the  county.  The 
average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month  is  1102,  that  of  female 
teachers  |64.  The  average  salary  of  female  teachers  will  be  increased 
materially  by  the  new  law  regulating  minimum  salaries. 

Our  Continuation  School  was  in  successful  operation  during  the 
full  term.  One  hundred  ninety-seven  students  were  enrolled,  121  of 
whom  were  males  and  70  females.     As  in  the  preceding  year  the 


No.  11.  PHILADELPHIA.  323 

employers  of  children,  with  a  few  exceptions,  cheerfully  complied 
with  the  law,  and  very  little  friction  occurred  in  carrying  out  its 
provisions.  Practically  every  boy  and  girl  between  fourteen  and 
sixteen  years  of  age  holding  a  permit  to  work  attended  the  Continua- 
tion School  during  the  period  required  by  law. 

During  the  year  over  four  hundred  volumes  including  works  of 
reference  were  purchased  by  the  board  to  form  the  nucleus  of  a 
school  library,  which  has  been  a  long-felt  want  especially  in  the 
high  school.  Among  the  reference  works  purchased  are  the  new 
International  Encyclopaedia,  Standard  Keference  Work,  Kidpath's 
History  of  the  World,  and  The  Book  of  Knowledge.  The  Harvard 
Classics  were  also  purchased. 

A  class  of  seventeen,  ten  boys  and  seven  girls,  was  graduated  from 
the  high  school  at  the  close  of  the  term.  For  two  consecutive  terms 
the  boys  in  the  graduating  class  have  outnumbered  the  girls,  which 
is  a  gratifying  condition  in  a  district  that  formerl}^  graduated  girls 
alone.  The  graduating  exercises  were  held  in  the  high  school 
auditorium  on  the  evening  of  June  21,  the  principal  address  on  the 
occasion  being  delivered  by  Dr.  George  M.  Phillips,  principal  of  the 
West  Chester  State  Normal  School. 


PHILADELPHIA— John  P.  Garber, 


Although  the  great  European  war,  and  the  resulting  high  prices, 
have  caused  considerable  curtailment  of  our  school  developments,  par- 
ticularly in  the  way  of  badly  needed  additional  school  accommoda- 
tions, the  year  has  seen  important  gains  in  our  activities. 

The  urgent  need  for  physical  vigor  and  of  a  body  ready  and  capable 
to  meet  all  of  the  strenuous  conditions  not  only  of  modern  warfare 
but  of  the  exceedingly  trying  demands  of  modern  economic  and  social 
affairs,  led  to  a  material  increase  in  the  corps  of  supervisors  of  phy- 
sical training.  Although  the  force  is  not  yet  sufficient  to  do  all 
of  the  corrective  and  development  work  which  should  be  done,  the 
evidence  of  increasing  interest  in  this  important  branch  of  educa- 
tional service  is  encouraging. 

There  has  also  been  some  extension  of  the  opportunities  of  the 
pupils  attending  the  continuation  schools.  At  the  opening  of  school 
in  September  a  large  number  of  the  girls  of  these  schools  who  hereto- 
fore have  had  no  classes  in  the  domestic  arts,  will  have  such  oppor- 
tunities thrown  open  to  them.  The  hearty  co-operation  of  employers 
in  the  solution  of  continuation  school  problems  has  been  one  of  the 
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most  encouraging  features  of  the  work.  The  realization  of  the  im- 
proved values  of  an  intelligent  and  well  trained  employe,  and  the 
v/illingness  to  assist,  even  at  some  expense  and  inconvenience,  in  the 
further  schooling  of  young  people  who  have  entered  the  busy  fields 
of  labor  inadequately  prepared,  must  inevitably  be  productive  of 
great  good  even  though  an  employer  may  not  reap  the  full  harvest 
from  any  particular  group  of  his  own  employes.  The  direct  benefits 
must  necessarily  be  looked  for  in  a  general  rather  than  in  a  specifiv. 
uplift  to  business  and  industry.  That  the  benefits  to  society  frop> 
this  continuation  work  will  more  than  repay  any  expense  in  interest, 
time  and  money  cannot  be  questioned. 

Along  these  same  lines  have  come  some  improvements  in  evening 
school  service.  Late  in  the  year  the  Board  decided  to  continue  classes 
for  non-English  speaking  adults,  these  classes  to  be  held  at  times  and 
places  most  convenient  to  employers  and  employes.  Several  such 
classes  have  been  opened  in  places  where  large  numbers  of  foreigners 
are  employed,  and  during  the  afternoon  instead  of  in  the  evening. 
This  work  needs  to  be  encouraged  and  greatly  extended  if  the  task 
of  amalgamating  these  aliens  into  our  customs  and  ideals  is  to  be 
fulfilled  in  an  effective  way.    ■ 

Two  of  the  most  important  movements  of  the  year  have  been  the 
fulfillment  of  the  provisions  for  establishing  junior  high  schools  and 
for  the  introduction  of  the  duplicate  school  idea  in  congested  sections 
of  the  city.  Both  of  these  plans  go  into  operation  in  September. 
Their  fullest  benefits  should  be  found  along  the  lines  of  the  greater 
opportunities  for  an  extended  and  valuable  practical  school  experi- 
ence before  endeavoring  to  meet  the  competition  and  trials  of  wage- 
earning  pursuits.  If  nothing  else,  both  of  these  plans  should  so  ex- 
tend the  field  of  information  and  training  as  to  enable  pupils  to 
choose  with  greater  wisdom  the  lines  of  life-work  in  which  they  are 
apt  to  meet  with  their  greatest  chance  for  success  and  happiness. 

Philadelphia  is  fortunate  in  having  an  exceptionally  earnest  and 
loyal  corps  of  school  workers.  Through  their  various  organizations 
and  as  individuals  they  have  during  the  year  expressed  their  sense 
of  responsibility  and  desire  to  be  faithful  to  their  trust.  For  this 
both  the  city  and  the  State  owe  them  liberal  support  and  the  heartiest 
co-operation  in  their  great  and  vitally  important  work. 


PHOENIXVILLE— Isaac  Doughton. 


In  spite  of  the  adverse  conditions  prevailing  in  the  course  of  the 
year  on  account  of  quarantines,  our  work  has  been,  on  the  whole, 
very   successful.     The  enrollment   during   the  year  was   somewhat 
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larger  than  last  year,  including  876  boys  and  800  girls.  This  in- 
creased enrollment  was  largely  due  to  an  increase  in  the  high  school 
which  enrolled  a  total  of  293,  the  largest  enrollment  in  the  history 
of  the  schools. 

The  year  has  been  noteworthy  in  the  display  of  interest  on  the  part 
of  citizens  and  friends.  We  held  our  second  annual  Patron's  Day 
and  found  the  experience  very  satisfactory  from  the  standpoint  of 
community  interest. 

In  the  special  departments  excellent  work  has  been  done  through- 
out the  year.  An  afternoon  of  folk  dancing  Avas  given  in  the  public 
park  under  the  direction  of  the  music  supervisor,  Miss  Margaret  H, 
Perkins,  by  the  grade  children;  and  those  who  witnessed  it  were 
delighted  with  the  afternoon's  entertainment.  The  Art  Department 
under  the  direction  of  Miss  Jane  B.  Driver  has  done  excellent  work 
and  in  the  annual  exhibit,  made  a  very  good  impression  on  the  friends 
of  the  school.  Our  Serving  Department  has  made  excellent  progress 
and  Miss  Anna  Scheidl,  the  instructor,  has  brought  the  work  for  the 
second  year  of  sewing  to  a  very  high  standard.  In  the  annual  Play 
Festival  of  Chester  County,  Phoenixville  carried  off  second  prize  in 
the  sewing  exhibit,  which  was  very  gratifying  to  us,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  it  is  only  the  second  year  that  the  school  has  had  this  work. 
The  Manual  Training  Department  under  Mr.  Harland  L.  Tompkins, 
has  also  shown  commendable  progress  and  the  Board  appreciating 
the  work  of  the  Department,  has  already  installed  or  ordered  nearly 
one  thousand  dollars  worth  of  new  machinery.  With  this  added 
equipment  we  expect  to  intensify  the  work  in  this  Department  con- 
siderably and  accomplish  even  better  results. 

One  could  make  a  very  lengthy  report  to  mention  all  of  the  teachers 
and  departments  that  deserve  commendation,  but  space  would  hardly 
permit  special  mention.  Without  the  co-operation  and  enthusiasm  of 
the  corps  of  teachers,  no  school  system  could  possibly  accomplish 
good  work  and  for  the  good  work  which  we  have  done  in  Phoenix- 
ville this  year  much  credit  must  be  attributed  to  the  faithful  teachers. 
It  is  worthy  of  special  note  that  Phoenixville  carried  off  second 
prize  in  arithmetic  and  penmanship  at  the  county  festival. 

The  School  Board  shows  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  schools, 
and  while  we  do  not  have  available  as  much  money  as  we  should 
desire,  we  are  striving  to  give  the  children  of  Phoenixville  the  best 
education  possible  with  the  resources  at  our  command. 

Personally  I  have  enjoyed  the  earnest  co-operation  of  the  Board 
members,  teachers  and  State  Department  and  while  I  do  not  feel 
that  we  have  accomplished  all  that  we  aimed  to  accomplish  in  the 
year's  work,  still  we  have  progressed  far. 

Aside  from  the  regular  activities  of  the  school  we  have  done  a 
great  deal  to  bring  the  school  organization  and  equipment  into  line 
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for  the  great  needs  of  the  country.  Since  the  declaration  of  war,  the 
boys  of  the  upper  half  of  the  high  school  have  been  taking  military 
instruction  under  the  able  direction  of  Capt.  F.  B.  Neiman,  and  the 
bo3'S  of  the  lower  half  and  the  upper  grades  have  been  organized  into 
tioops  of  Boy  Scouts  under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  W.  A.  Dunmore. 
The  girls  of  the  high  school  have  been  organized  on  the  basis  of  the 
Camp  Fire  Girls  and  have  been  instmcted  about  once  a  Aveek  in  the 
elements  of  home  nursing  and  first  aid  by  Dr.  J.  Elmer  Gotwals. 
These  gentlemen  have  given  their  time  to  this  work  generously  and 
are  deserving  of  praise  for  their  generous  and  faithful  interest.  Mrs. 
M.  E.  McKinney  has  also  given  valuable  assistance  with  the  girls.  A 
large  number  of  the  boys  and  girls  have  been  engaged  in  home 
gardening  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  high  school  prin- 
cipal, Mr.  Gapp. 

Our  sewing  equipment  has  been  in  use  for  the  last  month  of  school 
on  three  afternoons  each  week  by  the  ladies  of  Phoenixville  in  the 
interest  of  the  Red  Cross  work  and  since  the  close  of  school  the 
whole  equipment  has  been  set  at  tlie  disposal  of  the  Red  Cross 
organization. 

We  are  planning,  with  the  opening  of  the  year,  to  organize  our 
work  as  far  as  can  be  done  with  a  view  to  having  the  boys  and  girls 
under  our  charge  realize  the  seriousness  of  the  problem  when  our 
country  is  engaged  in  so  stupendous  a  war  and  shall  have  them 
do  what  they  can  in  the  w^ay  of  effective  service. 


PITTSBURGH— William  M.  Davidson. 


Revision  of  Courses  of  Study. 

The  work  of  the  school  year  just  closed  shows  splendid  progress  in 
every  department  of  the  public  schools  of  I'ittsburgh.  Special  note, 
however,  should  be  given  to  the  work  accomplished  during  the  year 
along  the  line  of  the  improvement  of  the  courses  of  study.  During 
the  year  a  tentative  outline  of  grade  work  for  elementary  schools  has 
been  issued,  giving  a  restatement  of  the  purposes  and  content  of  the 
elementary  school  subjects  in  reading,  literature,  language,  arithme- 
tic spelling,  geography  and  history  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  a 
basis  for  intensive  study  of  every  subject  included  in  the  elementary 
curriculum. 

The  high  school  course  of  study  has  been  reorganized,  giving  an 
outline  that  will  permit  sufficient  flexibility  in  grouping  the  studies 
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that  are  ofifered  to  meet  the  needs  of  all  the  pupils  who  may  secure 
admission  to  our  high  schools  and  at  the  same  time  suggest  a  proper 
order  and  grouping  of  studies  to  prepare  pupils  for  entrance  to  col- 
lege, for  commercial  and  industrial  work. 

Throughout  the  year  committees  of  high  school  teachers,  under  the 
leadership  of  an  assigned  principal,  have  been  at  work  preparing 
syllabi  for  each  subject  offered  in  the  Junior  High  School,  the  Short 
Course  Business  High  School  and  the  Four- Year  Cosmopolitan  High 
School. 

With  the  completion  of  this  important  work,  Avhich  will  be  finished, 
printed  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  teachers  for  school  room  use 
before  the  opening  of  the  new  term,  the  courses  of  study  for  the 
Pittsburgh  public  schools,  recently  revised  so  as  to  more  adequately 
meet  the  needs  of  the  best  school  practice  will  be  as  follows: 

1.  All  Elementary  School  subjects. 

2.  All  Four- Year  High  School  subjects. 

3.  All  Junior  High  School  subjects. 

4.  All  Short  Course  Business  High  School  subjects. 

5.  All  Evening  School  subjects. 

6.  All  Continuation  School  subjects. 

7.  Music  Education. 

8.  Art  Education. 

9.  Household  Econom}^, 

10.  Nature  Study  and  Elementary  Science. 

Extension  of  the  Platoon  Plan  School. 

The  reorganization  of  the  new  McKelvj^  Elementary  School  on  the 
Platoon  Plan  has  been  so  satisfactory  to  both  school  officials  and 
the  patrons  of  the  school  district  that,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  the  Board  of  Education  authorized 
the  reorganization  of  the  Watt  and  Holmes  elementary  schools  on 
the  Platoon  Plan  at  the  beginning  of  the  current  school  year.  The 
work  done  in  all  these  schools  during  the  year  has  been  most  grati- 
f'yiug  to  pupils,  teachers  and  patrons  and  the  present  program  of  the 
Board  looks  toward  further  extension  of  the  Platoon  type  of  school 
oiganization  in  the  elementary  schools  of  Pittsburgh. 

Physical  P^ducation  in  High  Schools. 

This  j^ear,  for  the  first  time,  all  of  our  high  school  teachers  have 
had  assigned  to  them  a  sufficient  number  of  special  teachers  of 
jihysical  education  to  enable  all  the  pupils  enrolled  in  the  high  schools 
to  take  advantage  of  the  instruction  offered  in  this  department  of 
the  school  work. 
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The  results  of  this  increase  in  our  teaching  staff  have  been  greatly 
to  extend  the  advantages  of  the  open  air  games  during  ail  seasons  of 
the  year,  as  well  as  to  give  added  emphasis  to  class  instruction  and 
drill  in  physical  training. 

Continuation  Schools  Developed. 

The  Continuation  School  work  at  the  time  when  the  Child  Labor  Act 
of  1915  became  operative  was  carried  on  in  centers  distributed 
throughout  the  city  and  the  instruction  was  given  by  the  members 
of  the  elementary  teaching  staff  in  sixty-three  selected  schools. 

The  first  few  months  of  experience  in  this  worli  revealed  the  need 
of  the  concentration  of  Continuation  School  centers  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  better  opportunity  to  develop  special  methods  in  teaching 
and  to  provide  greater  flexibility  in  the  courses  of  study  as  well  as  to 
secure  a  more  economic  and  uniform  equipment. 

The  number  of  Continuation  School  centers  has  been  reduced  to 
seven  and  the  pupils  now  in  attendance  on  the  new  Continuation 
School  centers  are  assigned  to  a  two-hour  per  day,  a  four-hour  per 
day  or  au  eight-hour  per  day  schedule.  The  majority  of  the  pupils 
are  on  the  eight-hour  per  day  schedule,  which  seems  to  be  the  most 
acceptable  to  the  employers  as  w^ell  as  most  satisfactory  to  all  school 
officials. 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  add,  in  making  this  report,  that  letters 
from  more  than  three  hundred  employers  have  been  received  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  containing  words  of  warmest  praise  of 
the  work  done  by  the  boys  and  girls  in  attendance  at  thie  Continua- 
tion Schools  and  it  is  our  earnest  desire  to  make  these  schools  serve 
tiie  great  purpose  for  which  they  were  created  by  the  State. 

Professional  Spirit. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  desire  to  make  special  note  of  the  strong 
professional  spirit  manifested  by  the  teachers,  principals  and  all 
school  officials  connected  with  the  public  schools  of  Pittsburgh.  One 
of  the  strongest  influences  in  rendering  assistance  to  the  teachers  of 
Pittsburgh  in  their  efforts  toward  self  improvement  is  the  Henry  C. 
Frick  Educational  Commission.  Through  tlie  generous  support  of 
the  Commission  one  hundred  eighty-seven  teachers  this  year  have 
been  awarded  scholarships  in  fifty-one  different  schools  of  pedagogy, 
representative  of  every  section  of  the  country.  During  the  i)resent 
school  year  over  six  hundred  of  Pittsburgh's  public  school  teachers 
have  pursued  courses  of  study  in  the  leading  institutions  of  the  Na- 
tion with  a  view  of  better  preparing  themselves  to  contribute  to  the 
practical  advancement  and  progressive  development  of  Pittsburgh's 
schools,  and  the  school  work  of  the  year  just  closing  shows  distinct 
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evidence  of  our  teachers'  enthusiastic  desire  that  their  efforts  in  the 
class  rooms  shall  result  in  the  improvement  of  the  health,  the  devel- 
opment of  the  skill,  the  advancement  of  the  ideals  of  all  the  boys 
and  girls  enrolled  in  the  public  schools. 


PITTSTON— Francis  McGuigan. 


The  year  191G-7  has  added  some  distinct  values  to  our  system.  Our 
teachers  have  with  few  exceptions  rendered  most  commendable  serv- 
ices, and  as  a  whole  progress  has  been  made.  A  class  of  teachers 
met  with  me  at  the  high  school  each  Monday  afternoon  for  profes- 
sional reading  and  study.  The  late  closing  of  our  schools  prevented 
many  of  our  teachers  from  taking  summer  courses. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Institute  was  held  in  the  High  School  Audi- 
torium during  the  week  of  August  twenty-eighth.  Dr.  John  Dennis 
Mahoney,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  lectured  on  Teaching,  English, 
and  Literature.  Dr.  C.  D.  Koch,  Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  gave  instruction  in  Psychology,  Methods 
and  Tests.  Miss  Katherine  E.  Moran,  Scranton,  Pennsylvania,  dis- 
cussed Primary  Reading,  Storytelling  and  Methods  in  Arithmetic. 
The  work  of  the  instructors  was  highly  instructive  and  inspirational 
and  surpassed  in  practical  material  the  previous  institutes  attended 
by  our  teachers. 

The  work  of  the  attendance  department  in  enforcing  attendance 
was  excellent.    The  results  in  enrollment  follow: 


Males. 

Females. 

1,321 

1,267 

1,084 

1,078 

91 

88 

242 

257 

207 

230 

89 

92 

73 

98 

69 

88 

95 

94 

Total. 


Enrollment   in    grades,    

Average  monthly   attendance,    

Per  cent,   of  attendance, 

Enrollment  in  Junior  high  school. 
Average  monthly   attendance,    — 

Per  cent,  of  attendance,  

Enrollment  in  Senior  high  school, 

Average   monthly   attendance,    

Per  cent,  of  attendance,  


2,588 
2,162 
90 
499 
437 
90 
171 
157 
94 


The  State  quarantine  on  account  of  the  epidemic  of  infantile 
paralysis  in  September  last,  caused  our  schools  to  continue  until  the 
unprecedented  date  of  July  thirteenth.  The  effect  of  the  i)rolonged 
term  upon  the  morale  of  our  schools  can  scarcely  be  discounted.    The 
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withdrawal  of  many  of  our  pupils  over  twelve  years  of  age  to  work 
on  farms  and  gardens  also  lent  a  measure  towards  irregularity  in 
school  work. 

Our  schedules  for  the  past  year  provided  for  a  minimum  of  thirty 
minutes  devoted  daily  to  physical  training  taken  in  the  class  room,  on 
the  playground  or  in  the  gymnasium.  Every  school  child  not  exempt 
on  account  of  physical  conditions  receives  systematic  daily  training 
of  the  body. 

Inter-school  athletics  were  suspended  last  year  and  intra-school 
exercises  and  games  were  instituted  instead.  The  benefits  may  be 
inferred  by  comparing  the  high  school  inter-class  basket  ball  schedule 
of  last  year  for  thirty-four  teams,  204  students,  with  the  former  inter- 
school  schedule  for  one  team,  six  players. 

The  first  annual  field  day  was  held  in  the  City  Park  on  Flag  Day. 
Every  pupil  took  part  in  at  least  one  event.  The  most  impressive 
feature  of  the  day  was  the  National  Flag  drill  given  by  the  entire 
Junior  and  Senior  high  schools  to  the  music  of  the  National  Anthem 
sung  by  a  chorus  of  three  thousand  voices. 

Mass  play  and  exercise  have  entirely  and  satisfactorily  displaced 
the  individual  contestant  and  gamester. 

Five  hundred  and  thirty-seven  boys  and  girls  entered  the  home 
gardening  contest,  under  the  direction  of  our  supervisor  of  recrea- 
tion. More  than  two  hundred  fifty  have  at  present  excellent  plots 
under  careful  cultivation.  The  chief  reason  for  the  failure  of  the 
number  who  did  not  follow  up  the  rotation  of  crops  was  the  inade- 
quacy in  the  number  of  the  supervisory  force. 

The  first  class,  numbering  sixty-nine,  was  graduated  from  our 
Junior  High  School,  and  received  their  diplomas  July  sixth. 

The  Senior  High  School  graduates  numbered  twenty-five,  though 
fourteen  other  students  from  the  commercial  department,  through  the 
statement  of  the  two  State  inspectors,  who  examined  the  class,  that 
"but  few  of  the  students  are  prepared  to  take  a  standard  test  in  book- 
keeping and  stenography"  yet  were  "passed"  by  them,  were  granted 
diplomas  without  other  recommendation.  The  remainder  of  the  class 
by  authority  of  our  board  are  under  the  direction  of  the  Wilkes-Barre 
Business  College  for  five  weeks  to  try  to  qualify  for  positions  and 
diplomas. 

The  commercial  teacher  who  was  also  principal  of  the  Lincoln 
Building,  deserted  his  post  at  noon  on  the  last  day  of  school,  breaking 
his  contract  with  the  school  district  and  closing  what  wa^  without 
doubt  the  most  unsuccessful  teaching  experience  ever  witnessed  in 
the  annals  of  our  State. 

The  new  diploma  of  the  Senior  High  School  displaces  the  old 
"blanket"  diploma  of  past  years.    It  records  the  studies  pursued  dur- 
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ing  the  upper  four  years  together  with  the  time  spent  on  each  study 
and  the  grade  attained. 

A  most  serious  menace  to  the  best  interests  of  the  small  school 
district  is  the  unscrupulous  ''book  agent."  He  is  fortunately  in  the 
minority  but  his  influence  for  evil  makes  him  appear  more  numerous. 
I  am  constrained  in  tliis  report  to  protest  most  vehemently  against 
the  "book  agent"  who  makes  a  practice  of  "riding"  out  of  employ- 
ment school  supervisors  (who  see  and  do  their  duty  first  and  always, 
and  cannot  endorse  their  respective  texts)  either  by  "winning"  over 
the  directors  to  vote  against  the  supervisors,  or  by  forcing  school-men 
by  the  agents'  ignoble  acts,  through  sense  of  that  same  teacher's  duty, 
tc  resign. 

An  era  of  better  feeling  will  enter  our  schools  with  the  next  term, 
through  the  enactment  of  the  Teachers'  Retirement  Act  and  the 
Teachers'  Minimum  Salary  Act,  and  I  look  for  a  banner  year  in  our 
schools  in  1917-18.  In  closing  permit  me  to  thank  the  State  Depart- 
ment for  their  kind  and  generous  help  extended  to  our  schools  during 
the  past  year. 


POTTSTOWN— W.  W.  Rupert. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  superintendent  gave  to  each 
teacher  a  typewritten  copy  of  the  following  directions  and  sugges- 
tions : 

Infantile  paralysis  has  this  year  cut  10  per  cent,  from  the  time 
allotted  to  school  work.  Can  our  work  be  made  10  per  cent,  more 
effective?  Teachers  who  will  daily  apply  the  following  principles  of 
good  teaching  can,  I  believe,  overcome  the  10  per  cent,  handicap. 

1.  Make  out  a  good,  strong  lesson  plan  for  each  recitation. 
The  following  suggestions  will  be  helpful: 

(a)  Commit  the  plan  to  writing;  plan  the  work  and  work  the  plan. 

(b)  Let  the  written  plan  include  a  few  telling,  thought  provoking 
questions. 

1.  Beware  of  the  question  that  gives  too  much  information, 

2.  Beware  of  the  question  that  can  be  answered  by  yes  or  no 

unless  there  is  chance  for  argument. 

3.  Beware  of  the  indefinite,  hazy  question. 

(c)  Let  the  lesson  plan  include  such  supplementary  and  illustra- 
tive material  as  will  help  to  vitalize  the  whole. 
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2.  Take  time  enough  to  make  a  first-class  assignment. 

A  lesson  plan  built  up  on  the  lines  indicated  above  will  make  such 
assignment  possible.  Pupil's  thoughts  can  then  be  directed  to  im- 
portant and  definite  objects. 

3.  Require  pupils  to  recite  so  distinctly  that  all  can  easily  hear 
every  word.    Hold  every  pupil  responsible  for  the  entire  recitation. 

Pupils  will  feel  this  responsibilty  under  the  following  conditions: 

(a)  When  they  perceive  that  the  teacher  concludes  that  the  listen- 
ing pupils,  if  they  fail  to  notice  mistakes,  know  no  more  about  a 
given  matter  than  the  reciting  pupil. 

(b)  When  they  see  than  any  pupil's  recitation  may  be  interrupted 
at  any  time  and  that  another  one  (an  inattentive  one,  perhaps)  may 
be  required  to  continue. 

(c)  When  they  realize  that  the  teacher  frequently  asks  questions 
like  the  following: 

1.  Do  you  agree  with  that  statement?   Why? 

2.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  reasons  just  given? 

3.  What  important  link  has  been  overlooked  in  the  argument? 

4.  Why  is  that  answer  unsatisfactory? 

5.  Can  you  give  a  better  interpretation  of  the  author's  meaning? 

The  teachers  made  an  earnest  effort  to  follow  these  suggestions, 
and  the  year's  work  was  quite  satisfactory. 

In  the  month  of  May  our  supervisor  of  music  arranged  for  a 
"Music  Day"  in  the  schools.  Every  school  gave  a  musical  program 
which  occupied  the  whole  afternoon.  An  invitation  to  be  present  was 
sent  to  every  father  and  mother  represented  in  the  schools.  Eleven 
hundred  and  eighty-six  parents  responded  to  the  invitation. 


POTTSVILLE— E.  R.  Barclay. 


Commencement  Day,  June  29,  witnessed  the  closing  of  a  happy  and 
successful  year  at  Pottsville,  notwithstanding  the  late  start  due  to 
a  State-wide  quarantine,  and  the  school  distractions  incidental  to 
war  times  and  a  strong  bid  for  child  labor.  The  "employment  certifi- 
cate" laws  have  been  carefully  observed  and  an  honest  endeavor  has 
been  made  to  furnish  certificates  to  those  entitled  to  them  and  no 
others.  It  might  be  well  for  the  State  authorities  to  determine 
whose  sixth  grade  must  be  passed  before  a  fourteen  year  old  child 
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can  secure  a  working  certificate.  An  investigation  will  show  that 
some  sixth  grade  standards  do  not  require  more  than  the  standards 
of  other  third  grades. 

Through  the  eli'orts  of  the  superintendent's  office,  Avhich  acted  as 
an  employment  agency  during  the  spring  months,  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  of  our  grammar  and  high  school  boys  secured  work  on 
farms,  engineering  corps,  offices  and  factories,  for  the  vacation  period. 
Those  enlisting  for  farm  work  were  excused  from  school  attendance 
and  were  given  credit  for  school  standing  at  the  time  of  dismissal. 

That  school  boards  will  have  to  pay  better  salaries  to  teachers,  if 
they  wish  to  get  the  cream  from  the  graduating  classes  of  our  high 
schools,  is  best  illustrated  by  the  following  examples  which  came  to 
the  attention  of  the  writer  within  the  last  few  weeks.  One  of  my 
best  grade  teachers  who  was  receiving  $53  per  month  for  a  9^  month 
term  was  engaged  to  teach,  privately,  a  Lithuanian  factory  girl  earn- 
ing |72  per  month,  to  read  a  first  reader.  About  the  close  of  the 
present  term,  five  of  our  brightest  girls  in  the  graduating  class  were 
given  positions  in  the  office  of  a  local  corporation  at  |50  per  month 
salary  while  learning  and  twelve  months  in  a  year,  while  local  school 
boards  are  offering  them  |45  per  mouth  for  a  nine  and  one-half 
months'  term  each  year  and  then  only  after  they  have  spent  two  years 
in  a  normal  school.  Who  does  not  foresee  the  result  of  the  personnel 
of  our  teaching  corps? 

At  the  opening  of  the  term  our  high  school  was  transferred  to  the 
new  B.  F.  Patterson  building,  recently  completed  at  a  cost  of  approxi- 
mately $160,000.  The  new  building  has  an  auditorium  seating  over 
seven  hundred;  up-to-date  laboratories  for  physics,  chemistry  and 
biology;  modern  equipment  for  doing  commercial  work  and  housing 
the  high  school  library.  Eoom  is  provided  for  a  gymnasium,  domestic 
science  and  manual  training. 

The  Garfield  building  was  completely  remodeled  for  grade  school 
work  and  administrative  offices. 

An  agreement  has  been  made  between  the  Pottsville  Free  Library 
and  the  local  school  board  whereby  the  library  board  conveys  to  the 
school  board  a  library  site  Avorth  $25,000  on  condition  that  the 
school  board  contribute  perpetually  $300  per  month  toward  the 
maintenance  of  said  library.  The  Andrew  Carnegie  Corporation  has 
promised  to  erect  the  building.  The  seven  members  of  the  school 
board  and  the  city  superintendent  of  schools  constitute  a  majority  of 
the  library  trustees.  This  arrangement  makes  the  library  a  very 
valuable  factor  in  the  work  of  the  schools. 

''Patrons'  Days"  held  at  different  times  during  the  year,  were  the 
means  of  having  practically  GO  per  cent,  of  the  parents  visit  their 
children  in  school.     The  drawing  and  penmanship  exhibits  of  the 
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various  grades  were  highly  creditable  and  the  subject  of  favorable 
comment. 

During  commencement  week  seventy-three  pupils  were  given  high 
school  diplomas,  twenty-two  were  given  commercial  school  diplomas, 
and  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  were  given  grammar  school  certifi- 
cates. The  commencement  exercises  were  devoid  of  usual  extrava- 
gances and  display  of  former  years. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  loyal  and  self-sacrificing  teachers 
for  their  part  in  the  year's  success,  and  the  school  board  and  public 
press  for  their  helpfulness  and  co-operation. 


PUNXSUTAWNEY— F.  S.  Jackson. 


General. 

The  year  showed  the  largest  enrollment  in  the  history  of  the  schools, 
350  different  pupils  in  the  high  school  and  1,887  in  the  grades.  The 
highest  enrollment  for  a  single  month  Avas  during  the  second  month 
of  the  year  when  there  were  1,999  pupils  in  the  school. 

The  average  daily  attendance  was  297  in  the  high  school  and  1,523 
in  the  grades.  These  figures  are  lower,  relative  to  the  figures  for 
total  enrollment  than  in  ordinary  years  because  many  of  the  older 
boys  were  absent  during  the  closing  six  weeks  of  school  work  on  farms 
or  to  serve  their  country'  in  the  ariiiy. 

In  a  report  made  during  the  year  the  superintendent  called  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  during  the  past  six  years  the  high  school  enroll- 
ment had  increased  from  155  to  318  and  the  percentage  of  high  school 
pupils  from  9.3  per  cent,  of  the  total  enrollment  to  17.4  per  cent. 
For  the  same  interval  the  figures  for  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades 
combined  were  11.1  per  cent,  and  18.8  per  cent.  These  marked  in- 
creases are  significant  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that 
during  this  period  of  six  years  there  has  been  no  increase  in  the 
number  of  pupils  below  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  and  the  high 
school.  Our  schools  have  successfully  held  in  school  the  pupils  who 
entered  our  lower  grades. 

War  Conditions. 

Acting  under  instruction  from  the  State  Board  of  Education  boys 
in  good  standing  in  the  upper  grades  and  high  school  were  excused 
during  the  last  six  weeks  of  school,  from  further  attendance  during 
the  year,  under  the  condition  that  they  should  spend  their  time  in 
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agricultural  work.  About  fifty  boys  were  excused  uuder  these  condi- 
tions. Six  high  school  boys  entered  tlie  active  service  of  their  country 
by  enlisting.  This  honor  roll  contained  the  names  of  Coarluss  McGee, 
Charles  McGee  and  Leo  Kinney,  seniors;  and  James  Connors,  Jay 
Evans  and  Harry  Furniss,  Juniors. 

During  the  closing  weeks  of  the  year  the  schools  were  opened  at 
eight  o'clock  and  dismissed  correspondingly  early  in  the  afternoon 
to  afford  a  better  opportunity  for  the  cultivation  of  gardens. 

Gardening. 

One  hundred  fifteen  of  the  boys  and  girls  in  the  grades  have  en- 
rolled as  home-school  gardeners.  The  inspection  of  these  gardens 
is  assumed  as  a  voluntary  service  by  members  of  the  faculty. 

On  planting  and  clean-up  day  362  children  cleaned  lawn,  and 
garden,  64  planted  fruit  trees,  3  planted  shade  trees,  215  made  flower 
beds,  274  planted  vegetables,  169  spaded  garden,  310  mowed,  sowed, 
or  sodded  lawn ;  4  built  racks  for  shrubs,  50  burnt  rubbish,  10 
set  out  shrubs,  27  trimmed  trees,  310  cleaned  alley,  92  worked 
in  garden,  122  did  miscellaneous  work.  The  following  day  was  spent 
by  the  Boy  Scouts  under  the  direction  of  Scout-Master  Powell  in 
Jjauling  away  rubbish.  Tliis  worlv  was  greatly  hampered  because  the 
number  of  teams  was  insufficient;  twenty  teams  would  have  been 
none  too  many. 

Funds  Eaised. 

The  sum  of  |272.31  was  raised  during  the  year  by  the  various 
groups  for  beautifying  the  grounds,  purchasing  pictures,  victrola 
records,  musical  instruments,  flags,  etc.  By  a  special  collection  the 
high  school  purchased  a  handsome  8  x  15  flag  for  the  Jefferson  Street 
Building.  At  this  building  about  |75.00  was  expended  for  shrubberj^ 
and  hedging.  With  the  assistance  of  the  janitor,  Mr.  Purdy,  the  high 
school  hojs  dug  the  necessary  700  or  800  feet  of  trench  and  planted 
the  hedge.  A  paper  baler  was  purchased  and  placed  in  the  basement 
of  this  building.  The  high  school  boys  are  now  baling  all  the  waste 
paper  and  it  is  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  fund  mentioned  above. 

Savings  Account. 

It  is  not  x>ossible  at  present  to  secure  a  detailed  report  on  the 
school  savings  accounts.  Although  the  work  was  not  installed  until 
late  in  November  the  total  deposits  have  reached  a  very  creditable 
sum  of  $3,509.22. 

The  quarantine  for  infantile  paralysis  Avhich  delayed  the  opening 
of  the  schools  and  the  breaking  up  of  the  work  this  spring  because 
of  the  war  necessarily  interrupted  the  work  of  the  schools  to  some 
extent.  We  believe,  however,  that  the  year  was,  in  the  main,  a  suc- 
cessful one  and  that  the  standard  of  the  work  was  creditable. 
22 
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The  superintendent  desires  to  express  his  appreciation  of  the 
many  kindnesses  shown  to  him  during  the  year  by  members  of  the 
faculty,  by  the  directors,  and  by  the  state  officials. 


RADNOR  TOWNSHIP  (Delaware  County)— Geo.  H.  Wilson. 


For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  township's  educational  sys- 
tem it  shows  a  loss  in  attendance.  This  is  due  to  the  establishment 
of  a  parochial  school  which  enrolled  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pupils  nearly  all  of  whom  would  normally  have  attended  our  schools. 
The  percentage  of  attendance  has  been  high  and  the  work  gratifying 
in  its  results  especially  in  our  grade  schools  where  teachers  and 
principals  work  in  closest  harmony  for  the  advance  of  tlie  children's 
interests. 

Dental  Clinic. 

The  establishment  of  a  well-equipped  dental  clinic  at  a  cost  of 
about  five  hundred  dollars  was  the  new  feature  of  the  year.  Three 
local  dentists  very  generously  volunteered  their  services  for  the  year 
and  about  two  hundred  deserving  children  whose  parents  are  unable 
to  finance  this  very  necessary  treatment,  were  treated  during  the 
year. 

The  children  are  examined  by  the  medical  inspector  of  the  district 
who  recommends  treatment;  the  attendance  officer,  who  is  at  the 
same  time  the  agent  of  the  local  social  service  association,  then  in- 
quires into  the  home  conditions  and  recommends  free  treatment  if 
warranted  by  the  results  of  her  investigation. 

This  coming  year  the  Board  of  Education  will  employ  a  dentist 
who  will  be  in  regular  attendance  on  this  work. 

Summer  Review  School. 

Our  Summer  Review  School  was  continued  along  the  same  lines  as 
the  two  preceding  years.  The  attendance  was  the  largest  yet  recorded 
and  the  same  interest  and  eagerness  to  accomplish  the  work  outlined 
were  manifested  as  in  former  years.  Nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty 
pupils  attended  and  of  those  eighty  per  cent,  were  able  to  make  up 
deficiencies  and  were  thus  saved  a  year  of  repetition.  A  number 
of  pupils  are  sent  to  the  school  by  parents  who  prefer  to  have  their 
children  spend  three  hours  in  school  instead  of  playing  about  the 
streets.  A  few  exceptional  pupils  have  been  able  to  skip  a  grade  by 
hard  work  on  the  essentials  of  the  more  fundamental  subjects  during 
the  six  weeks  session. 
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An  extension  of  this  period  to  eight  or  nine  weeks  would  enable 
a  still  larger  number  of  the  more  ambitious  pupils  to  save  a  year 
probably  twice  during  the  eight-year  period  of  elementary  schools. 

School  Gardens. 

The  fourth  year  of  our  school  gardens  has  been  the  most  successful 
of  any  thus  far.  One  hundred  and  forty-eight  garden  plots  were 
cultivated  by  as  many  children  and  produce  valued  at  over  four 
hundred  dollars,  according  to  market  prices,  was  raised.  Canning 
was  carried  on  as  a  feature  in  connection  with  the  gardens  and  about 
two  hundred  quarts  of  fruits  and  vegetables  have  been  canned  for 
winter  ;.se. 

Play-Grounds. 

Our  play-ground  activities  were  somewhat  curtailed,  partly  by  the 
greater  amount  of  time  devoted  to  garden  work  and  in  part  by 
the  employment  of  many  children  of  the  legal  age  who  heretofore  had 
spent  much  of  their  time  on  the  playgrounds  during  the  vacation 
period. 

Institute. 

Our  local  institute  was  of  the  same  high  order  as  in  the  two  pre- 
vious years.  Lectures  and  addresses  were  given  by  Dr.  C.  T.  McFar- 
lane  of  Columbia;  Dr.  Paul  M.  Pearson  of  Swarthmore;  Dr.  Smith 
Burnham  of  West  Chester  Normal  School;  Miss  Margaret  Maguire 
and  Dr.  Fred  Gowing  of  Philadelphia. 


EANKIN— R.  S.  Penfield. 


Our  schools  closed  a  ten-months  term  June  25th.  Our  enrollment 
lor  the  year  has  been  1,404.  Owing  to  the  State-wide  quarantine  our 
schools  were  actually  doing  regular  work  but  nine  months.  Yet  it 
is  generally  conceded  that  as  a  whole  we  made  very  satisfactory 
progress. 

At  tha  beginning  of  the  year  we  dedicated  an  additional  building, 
modern  in  both  structure  and  equipment,  erected  at  a  cost  of  nearly 
$100,000.  The  building  contains  nine  class  rooms,  an  auditorium, 
office  for  superintendent  and  board  of  education,  teachers'  rest  room, 
large  gymnasium,  playrooms,  shower  baths  and  the  most  up-to-date 
heating  and  ventilating  system.  Prior  to  this  year  we  have  had  no 
22—11—1917 
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auditorium  suitable  for  school  use.  In  the  erection  of  the  present 
new  building  considerable  opposition  was  occasioned  by  the  added 
expense  necessary  on  account  of  the  auditorium,  but  frequent  use  of 
it  for  school  entertainments,  community  meetings  and  other  public 
meetings  of  various  kinds  has  fully  demonstrated  the  need  of  an 
auditorium. 

During  the  year  pupils,  teachers  and  jjarents  have  worked  together 
to  the  mutual  advantage  of  all. 

The  work  of  our  special  teachers  in  art,  music,  physical  culture 
and  domestic  science,  we  consider  very  commendable.  Although  these 
departments  have  been  in  our  school  but  a  short  time,  they  have 
continually  grown  in  popularity. 

By  far  a  larger  number  of  our  young  people  have  the  past  year  been 
in  attendance  in  academies,  normal  schools  and  special  schools  than 
in  any  previous  year. 

Our  gymnasium,  with  a  competent  man  in  charge,  has  been  open 
live  evenings  each  week  and  manj^  of  our  young  people  who  formerly 
spent  their  leisure  hours  in  idleness,  sometimes  in  undesirable  places, 
have  found  the  time  spent  in  the  gymnasium  both  profitable  and  inter- 
esting. 

During  the  year  clubs  have  been  organized  for  the  boys  and  girls 
of  our  schools.  The  girls  club,  The  Children  of  the  Eepublic,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Allegheny  County  D.  A.  R.  and  the  Boy  Scouts 
under  faithful  scout  masters  have  done  very  profitable  work. 

Under  the  impetus  of  the  present  situation,  school  gardening,  boy 
scout  gardening,  and  community  gardening  is  being  vigorously  car- 
ried on.^ 

The  attitude  of  our  school  board  is  co-operative  at  all  times ;  they 
are  always  willing  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  better  school  conditions. 

With  teachers,  parents  and  school  board  in  sympathy  with  every 
movement  looking  toward  improvement  and  increased  usefulness, 
we  look  hopefully  to  the  future  of  our  schools. 


READING— Charles  S.  Foos. 


In  accord  with  the  spirit  of  this  momentous  time,  we  have  en- 
deavored to  have  the  schools  of  Reading  do  their  part  in  community 
life  and  in  the  work — city.  State  and  nation — attending  the  prelimi- 
nary preparations  for  war.  It  is  fitting  that  the  schools  should  act- 
ively support  the  government  in  its  present  crisis  and  do  so  cheerfully, 
painstakingly  and  enthusiastically. 
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To  this  end,  the  students  of  the  high  school  have  been  especially 
devoted  during  tlie  year.  Nearly  all  the  boys  of  the  high  school 
elected  an  optional  course  in  militarj^  training  and  eight  enlisted  in 
the  National  Guard  or  responded  to  the  call  for  volunteers. 

The  pupils  in  the  high  schools  and  in  the  grades  enthusiasticallj' 
enrolled  to  till  the  soil.  More  than  seven  thousand  home  gardens  are 
being  cultivated  by  grade  pupils.  The  students  of  the  high  schools 
have  formed  themselves  into  groups  for  the  cultivation  of  several 
plots  assigned  to  them  and  many  of  the  boys,  both  high  and  grade, 
have  gone  into  the  country  to  assist  the  farmers.  The  girls  of  the 
high  school  have  a  garden  of  1^  acres  with  18G  student  gardeners 
under  the  supervision  of  nine  members  of  the  faculty.  A  group  of 
fifty  high  school  boj^s,  under  the  supervision  of  five  members  of  the 
faculty,  are  tilling  one  acre  of  land.  The  grade  gardens  are  under 
the  general  supervision  of  two  persons  and  a  committee  of  twenty-five 
teachers.  Each  garden  is  visited  regularly,  systematic  records  are 
kept,  and  in  the  fall  each  gardener,  who  has  had  reasonable  success, 
will  receive  a  button. 

The  students  of  the  high  schools  did  strenuous  work  for  the  sec- 
tional and  central  committees  in  charge  of  the  enrollment  prepara- 
tory to  conscription  both  for  the  city  and  for  the  county.  About 
fifty  girls  of  the  commercial  department  of  the  high  school  for  girls, 
together  with  the  commercial  teachers  and  the  officials  of  the  school 
district,  in  a  comparatively  short  time  turned  out  more  than  fifty 
copies  of  a  list  of  ten  thousand  names  registered  for  conscription. 
The  girls  of  the  same  department  also  did  work  in  typewriting  for  the 
local  Red  Cross  and  classified  and  labeled  six  thousand  names  and 
R.  F.  D.  addresses  for  the  Berks  Agricultural  Society  preparatory  to 
organizing  the  conservation  of  food.  The  girls  of  the  high  school, 
working  in  organized  teams,  did  such  excellent  work  for  the  com- 
mission for  relief  in  Belgium  that  they  received  a  personal  letter  of 
thanks  from  the  director  of  the  commission.  In  one  day,  the  girls 
of  the  high  school  tagged  for  the  Red  Cross  ten  thousand  pure  milk 
checks  ready  to  put  on  bottles  of  milk  advertising  Liberty  Bonds 
and  Red  Cross.  The  students  of  the  high  school  were  especially  suc- 
cessful in  selling  Tuberculosis  Red  Cross  Stamps  during  the  year, 
the  girls  disposing  of  58,326  and  the  boys  ten  thousand.  The  girls, 
as  a  school,  raised  |1,733.74  for  Red  Cross  memberships  and  enlisted 
1,300  members  and  the  boys  700  members.  First  aid  classes  of  forty- 
four  members  in  the  high  school  for  boys  completed  and  passed 
satisfactory  examinations.  The  pupils  of  the  high  schools  were  an 
attractive  feature  of  tlie  local  patriotic  demonstration  and  parade. 

The  teachers,  too,  have  loyally  responded  to  eveiy  call.  About 
fifty  per  cent,  subscribed  to  !P20,000  worth  of  Liberty  bonds;  nearly 
all  enrolled  as  members  of  the  Red  Cross;  and  many  are  contributors 
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to  the  1100,000,000  fund.  A  large  proportion  of  them,  too,  have  volun- 
teered to  knit  useful  articles  for  the  soldiers.  In  addition  to  this, 
many  are  enrolled  in  the  classes  in  home  nursing  and  first  aid. 

Our  slogans  have  been  "One  Hour  a  Day  for  My  Country"  and 
"One  Dollar  a  Week  Invested  for  My  Country."  In  behalf  of  the 
Liberty  Loan,  each  pupil  in  the  public  schools  wrote  a  short  theme 
on  the  subject.  All  the  pupils  of  the  grades  repeated  the  above  slo- 
gans in  the  schools  and  in  the  home  during  the  periods  designated 
for  these  purposes. 

Directly  related  to  Memorial  Day,  it  might  be  of  interest  to  know 
that  a  chorus  of  fifty  high  school  girls  sang  at  the  union  service  held 
by  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  Spanish  War  Veterans,  and  other 
local  patriotic  organizations.  A  detachment  of  boys  of  the  high 
school  distributed  flowers  to  the  surviving  G.  A.  R.  men  on  that  day, 
and  groups  of  boys  participated  in  the  parade.  Grade  pupils  also 
accompanied  the  several  organizations  to  the  cemeteries  and  the 
seventh  grade  pupils  of  the  Perkiomen  avenue,  near  Fifteenth,  build- 
ing recited  Lincoln's  "Gettysburg  Address"  in  concert.  The  annual 
track  and  field  meet  was  postponed  from  Memorial  Day  to  a  later 
date  in  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  day. 

Directly  related  to  civic  life  was  the  essay  contest  held  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  instill  civic  pride,  in  which 
nearly  all  the  high  school  pupils  participated.  The  Junior  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  both  high  schools  adopted  resolutions  endorsing  the 
stand  of  the  mayor  to  prohibit  the  sale  and  use  of  fireworks  on  Inde- 
pendence Day,  and  all  the  grade  pupils  have  pledged  themselves  to 
a  sane  observance  of  this  day. 

Thus,  in  every  way  possible,  we  have  endeavored  to  inculcate  the 
idea  of  self-denial,  preparedness,  and  patriotism,  in  order  to  bring 
our  schools  in  closer  contact  with  the  civic  life  of  the  community.  It 
is  not  sufficient  that  we  repeat  the  pledge  to  the  flag  each  day,  im- 
portant as  that  is,  but  it  is  imperative  that  each  one  do  a  small  part 
of  the  work,  if  success  is  to  attend  our  efforts. 


REDSTONE  TOWNSHIP  (Fayette  Co.)— Ira  H.  Hess. 


In  presenting  this,  my  third  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Red- 
stone township,  it  is  done  with  a  feeling  of  satisfaction,  not  based 
alone  upon  the  favorable  reception  accorded  new  features  of 
the   work    by   teachers    and    directors,    but    mainly    because  of  the 
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marked,  and  we  trust  permanent,  advance  of  our  schools  during  the 
past  year.  This  progress  can  best  be  seen  by  all  who  took  an  active 
part  in  the  work.  Much  still  remains  to  be  done  before  our  schools 
produce  such  results  as  we  desire,  and  raise  the  schools  above  the 
criticism  of  those  who  seemingly  value  the  dollar  more  than  a  good 
common  school  education. 

The  exodus  of  our  best  teachers  still  continues,  especially  of  male 
teachers,  and  will  so  long  as  they  get  elsewhere  or  in  other  vocations 
much  better  compensation  and  steadier  employment ;  and  their  places 
must  be  supplied  from  those  more  poorly  qualified,  and  novices 
in  teaching. 

We  had  a  large  percentage  of  competent,  devoted  and  enthusiastic 
teachers.    We  employed  all  normal  graduates  who  applied. 

There  were  but  few  out-and-out  failures.  We  never  yet  met  a 
teacher,  man  or  woman,  who  did  not  desire  and  try  to  win  success. 
Failure  is  due  to  other  causes  than  lack  of  interest  or  ambition. 

Carefully  prepared  daily  plans,  and  term  reports  were  made  giving 
necessary  statistics  and  the  standing  and  classification  of  each  pupil 
and  his  grade  for  next  term,  together  with  the  program  and  any  other 
useful  suggestions  which  the  out-going  teacher  may  be  able  to  make 
for  the  consideration  of  his  successor.  These  statistics  are  the  most 
reliable  I  have  ever  been  able  to  gather,  and  they  certainly  furnish 
much  food  for  present  thought  and  practical  action  in  the  future. 

The  teachers  should  receive  special  training.  No  other  profession 
admits  members  unless  well  qualified,  and  until  we  have  a  law  requir- 
ing special  preparation  on  the  part  of  teachers,  we  shall  have  poor 
work. 

I  have  made  over  twelve  hundred  visits  to  the  different  schools.  I 
find  most  of  the  teachers  earnest  and  energetic.  When  I  see  a  school 
room  dusty  and  dirty,  stove  unpolished  and  desk  in  disorder,  no  daily 
plans,  pupils  talking  to  each  other,  the  teacher,  in  my  opinion,  is 
"keeping  school"  for  the  salary,  and  not  doing  the  best  possible  work 
for  the  improvement  of  the  pupils. 

The  children  in  the  rural  districts  are  entitled  to  good  teaching  and 
good  schools  just  as  much  as  their  more  favorably  located  town 
cousins.  That  they  do  not  get  it  is  a  fact  that  is  generally  admitted. 
If  compensations  were  such  that  teachers  could  earn  a  living  by 
their  profession,  they  would  own  homes,  become  resident  citizens  of 
the  district  where  they  teach  and  live,  and  remain  in  their  profession 
like  people  in  almost  all  other  occupations.  What  progress  would  be 
made  on  farms  with  a  change  of  farmers  every  year?  What  would 
be  the  patronage  of  a  hotel  that  changed  proprietors  every  summer? 
What  practice  would  a  physician  have  who  changed  his  location 
every  time  one  of  his  patients  died?  A  lawyer  every  time  he  lost  a 
case?    During  the  last  six  years  some  of  our  schools  have  had  a  dozen 
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or  more  different  teachers.    Strong  teachers  are  needed  especially  in 
the  country  schools. 

It  is  through  the  common  schools  that  we  reach  the  masses.  Not 
more  than  one  in  every  ten,  in  our  district,  ever  enters  schools  of 
higher  grades. 

The  education  of  a  family  of  children  is  a  greater  proposition  than 
we  usually  consider  it  to  he.  Every  thoughtful  and  fair-minded 
parent  is  anxious  to  give  his  children  some  education.  He  wants  to 
give  them  the  best  possible  for  a  given  expenditure  of  money  and  time, 
be  that  little  or  much  as  he  is  able  to  afford.  Let  us  then  employ  the 
very  best  teachers  and  pay  them  well  for  what  they  do. 

One  criticism  of  the  graded  schools  is  that  some  of  them  are  not 
doing  thorough  work  in  the  common  branches.  Our  public  schools 
should  be  of  such  a  grade  that  our  boys  and  girls  can  be  properly 
educated  at  home,  without  compelling  parents  to  send  them  away 
from  home  before  they  are  old  enough  to  be  removed  from  their  guid- 
ing care. 

Books  of  reference  and  an  unabridged  dictionary  are  a  necessity 
in  the  schools  of  to-day.  Most  of  the  borough  and  town  schools  have 
school  libraries  containing  such  books.  It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  a 
library  may  be  acquired  for  each  school.  Our  teachers  and  pupils 
need  a  broader  knowledge  of  good  literature  and  a  keener  apprecia- 
tion of  its  beauties  and  moral  tendencies.  Good  books  to  read  are 
as  much  of  a  necessity  in  school  as  good  books  to  study. 

Our  institute  was  a  pronounced  success  both  in  attendance  and 
interest,  but  it  could  not  well  have  been  otherwise  with  such  in- 
structors as  Dr.  R.  B.  Teitrick,  Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
Harrisburg;  Dr.  A.  Holmes,  Dean  of  Education,  State  College;  Miss 
Anna  B.  Thomas,  Supervisor  of  Primary  Department,  California 
State  Normal. 

Teachers'  meetings  or  local  institutes  were  held  each  month.  There 
Ih  no  more  potent  factor  in  our  school  system  for  reaching  the  public 
mind,  touching  the  public  conscience  and  effectively  Iiarmonizing 
all  the  educational  forces  of  a  community  than  the  local  institute  and 
the  literary  societies. 

I  much  regret  to  say  however  that  we  have  a  few  teachers  who  do 
not  seem  to  realize  their  privilege  or  their  bounded  duties  along  this 
line  of  their  work. 

I  wish  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  no  step  has  been  taken  backward 
during  the  year.  Improvement  is  apparent  along  the  entire  line  of 
our  work.  There  is  a  growing  disposition  among  directors  to  build 
suitable  houses,  to  buy  good  furniture.  Opposition  to  progressive 
policy  is  gradually  weakening,  and  our  schools  are  approaching  that 
condition  in  which  they  will  be  able  to  accomplish  the  ends  and 
purposes  whereunto  they  were  ordained  and  established. 
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I  tender  my  thanks  to  the  teachers,  directors  and  citizens  for  their 
hearty  co-oijeratiou  and  the  many  Ivindnesses  shown  me,  to  the  press 
of  the  county  for  its  influence,  and  to  the  State  Department  for  the 
kindly  advice  and  help  so  freel}^  given. 


KOCHESTER— William  S.  Taft. 


The  school  j^ear  of  lOlO-UJlT  in  the  Rochester  school  district  has 
been  as  satisfactory  as  could  be  expected.  The  natural  unrest  that 
came  from  getting  a  late  start,  together  with  the  interruptions  on 
account  of  the  war,  have  necessarily  had  their  influence.  Due  to  the 
redoubled  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  and  officers  of  the  school 
system,  and  a  fine  spirit  on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  the  usual  amount 
of  work  has  been  accomplished  in  the  grade  schools  as  well  as  in  the 
high  school.  We  have  not  aimed  to  be  spectacular  in  any  way. 
Education  is  a  growth,  not  a  miracle,  and  believing  this,  it  was  the 
aim  of  the  school  system  to  give  to  each  day's  work  conscientious 
effort  and  earnest  endeavor  in  order  that  the  completed  whole  might 
be,  so  far  as  possible,  without  weak  parts. 

The  first  six  years  of  the  elementary  schools  were  conducted  along 
the  usual  lines.  Departmental  work  was  introduced  into  grades  seven 
and  eight.  The  results  were  most  gratifying.  The  work  of  the  high 
school  was  uniformly  good.  For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
Rochester  the  high  school  has  been  housed  in  a  building  of  its  own. 
This  building  is  most  up  to  date  in  conveniences  and  equipment. 
Manual  training  and  domestic  science  were  introduced  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  Rochester  schools.  These  branches  were 
required  in  grades  seven  and  eight,  and  the  first  three  years  of  high 
school.  Because  of  adequate  equipment  and  good  instructions  the 
results  were  gratifying. 

The  superintendent  wishes  to  express  sincere  appreciation  to  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction,  to  the  local  Board  of  School 
Directors,  and  all  interested  in  the  school  plant,  without  whose  co- 
operation any  degree  of  success  would  have  been  impossible. 


ROSTRAVER  TOWNSHIP  (Westmoreland  County)— W.  H.  Cober. 


Rostraver  township  closed  a  very  successful  school  j^ear  June  14th 
by  graduating  75  boys  and  girls  from  the  grades.    Appropriate  com- 
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mencement  exercises  were  held  at  Kehobotli  Cliiirch  and  the  com- 
mencement address  was  delivered  by  Dr.  C.  B.  Robertson,  of  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh.  This  is  one  of  the  big  community  events 
of  the  year  at  which  time  the  church  is  always  overcrowded. 

Prof.  P.  O.  Peterson,  of  Scottdale,  Pa.,  was  secured  to  give  the 
teachers  special  instruction  in  writing  and  outline  the  work  and  fur- 
nish writing  material  for  the  year.  He  received  writing  specimens 
monthly  from  each  pupil  and  returned  them  to  their  teachers  with 
his  criticism.  This  new  system  has  shown  marked  improvement  even 
for  the  first  year. 

A  corn  and  a  pig  club  were  organized  in  the  spring  under  the  direc- 
tion of  our  County  Farm  Extension  Representative,  Mr,  Engle. 

The  pigs  were  put  on  exhibition  and  the  prizes  for  the  club  were 
awarded  at  the  Rostraver  Township  Harvest  Home  Picnic  held 
August  19th  in  McClain's  Grove. 

The  round  up  for  the  corn  club  was  held  Friday,  December  22nd 
at  Concord  school  where  appropriate  exercises  for  the  occasion  were 
held.  Each  club  member  also  exhibited  his  best  ten  ears  of  corn. 
Mr.  L.  F.  Engle  awarded  the  prizes  on  both  occasions. 

Two  new  brick  buildings  were  started  the  previous  summer.  One 
was  a  two  room  addition  to  the  Webster  school,  which  was  completed 
and  occupied  in  January.  Up  to  this  time  the  first  two  primary 
rooms  held  half  day  sessions.  The  other  is  a  six  room  building  at 
Collinsburg,  replacing  an  old  four  room  building  and  located  on  a 
different  plot  of  ground  in  order  to  secure  more  playground.  Two 
acres  were  secured  and  we  expect  this  building  to  be  completed  to 
begin  school  in  this  coming  term.  A  number  of  improvements  were 
made  in  other  buildings  among  which  were  the  replacing  of  stoves  in 
Salem  and  Concord  schools  for  floor  heaters,  hereby  also  securing  a 
better  system  of  ventilation. 

On  account  of  being  so  inconvenient  to  reach  Greensburg  we  joined 
with  Monessen  borougli  in  holding  our  annual  institute.  This  was 
held  the  week  of  December  4th  to  8th  inclusive.  I  considered  this  one 
of  the  best  institutes  I  ever  attended  and  most  of  our  teachers  were 
pleased  with  the  change.  Among  our  best  instructors  was  Dr.  J. 
George  Becht  of  the  State  Department. 

We  also  had  four  other  educational  meetings  during  the  year.  Our 
neighboring  superintendents  and  principals  as  well  as  most  of  our 
best  teachers,  helped  in  giving  valuable  suggestions  along  educational 
lines  at  these  meetings.  One  of  these  was  a  joint  meeting  with  West 
Newton  borough.  The  public  was  invited  to  attend  one  session  of 
these  meetings  in  each  locality. 

Several  community  meetings  were  also  held  during  the  year.  By 
means  of  several  socials  and  special  programs  given  by  the  Kerr 
teachers,  a  piano  was  secured  for  this  school,  a  six  room  building. 
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A  box  social  and  old  time  spelling  match  was  also  held  at  Harmony 
school.  With  these  fnnds  an  organ  was  secured  and  a  number  of 
appropriate  books  were  bought  to  start  a  school  library. 

Examinations  were  required  every  two  months  instead  of  every 
month  as  formerh^,  except  in  spelling,  arithmetic  and  grammar,  which' 
were  required  monthly.  Pupils  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  were 
excused  from  these  examinations  if  their  grades  were  90  per  cent. 
or  above.  The  final  promotions  were  based,  half  on  the  final  exami- 
nation and  half  on  the  grades  made  the  first  seven  months  of  the 
term. 

Our  school  board  required  all  State  Normal  graduates,  without  pre- 
vious experience,  to  attend  the  School  of  Methods  held  at  Greensburg 
in  August  by  Supt.  Shaw.  All  beginners  without  Normal  training 
were  required  to  attend  six  weeks  at  some  approved  summer  school, 
such  as  the  California  Normal  School  or  the  University  of  Pittsburgh. 
All  of  our  beginning  teachers  closed  successful  terms,  which  we 
attribute  partially  to  the  special  instruction  they  received  in  Methods 
in  these  schools  as  well  as  the  careful  placing  of  these  teachers. 

All  of  our  teachers  joined  the  County  Association  and  many  of 
them  the  State  Association. 

Since  we  are  located  in  such  a  populous  community,  surrounded 
by  a  number  of  large  towns,  we  have  a  large  number  of  changes  in 
our  teaching  force  each  year. 

A  number  of  our  boys  were  left  off  to  help  on  the  farms  the  last 
month  of  school  and  proper  credit  was  given  them  as  suggested  by 
the  State  Authorities. 

Considerng  this,  the  lateness  of  the  opening  of  the  school  term  and 
other  inconveniences  that  the  schools  had  to  contend  with,  the  attend- 
ance and  interest  in  general  were  very  good. 

In  conclusion,  we  gratefully  acknowledge  the  helpful  suggestions 
given  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and  the  neighboring 
superintendents  and  principals.  We  also  thank  the  directors,  teach- 
ers, patrons  and  all  other  factors  in  helping  to  make  this  a  successful 
school  year. 


SCRANTON— S.  E  .Weber. 


In  spite  of  the  handicap  under  which  we  labored  because  of  the 
late  opening  of  school,  the  year's  work  was  very  successful. 

During  the  year  we  inaugurated  two  additional  Domestic  Science 
and  Art  and  Manual  Training  Centres  for  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades. 
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In  counection  with  the  work  done  in  the  two  high  schools  we  have 
inaugurated  the  plan  by  which  the  work  in  the  grammar  school  and 
the  first  year  in  the  high  school  has  been  more  closely  articulated 
than  has  been  the  case  in  the  i)ast.  The  detail  of  this  new  plan  of 
articulation  is  explained  in  full  in  a  letter  addressed  to  each  high 
s(  hool  principal  at  the  opening  of  the  school  term.    The  letter  follows : 

"During  the  high  school  conferences,  held  in  connection  with  the 
institute,  I  asked  for  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  principals  of  both 
high  schools  and  the  teachers  in  the  afternoon  session  in  working  out 
the  problem  of  closer  articulation  between  the  grammar  schools  and 
the  high  schools,  as  well  as  a  more  intensive  direction  of  the  work 
of  first  year  pupils  in  high  school.  With  those  ends  in  view,  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  to  propose  the  following  method  of  procedure  in 
caring  for  the  pupils  who  come  to  the  high  school  for  the  first  time 
this  year. 

"(1)  That  the  first  three  weeks  of  school,  not  including  Semi- 
centennial Week,  be  given  over  to  a  thorough  review  of  such 
work  as  the  pupils  have  had  in  the  elementary  grades  as  will  be  neces- 
sary to  continue  successfully  the  several  subjects  in  the  high  school. 
For  example : 

"(a)  The  time  for  review  in  mathematics  can  well  be  spent  in 
dwelling  upon  the  fundamentals  in  addition,  subtraction,  multiplica- 
tion and  division,  as  applied  to  whole  numbers,  common  fractions 
and  decimal  fractions. 

"(b)  The  time  in  foreign  language  classes  can  well  be  given  to 
a  review  of  the  fundamental  elements  in  English  technical  grammar, 
such  as  will  be  necessary  for  the  pupils  to  know  if  they  are  to  cope 
successfully  with  the  rules  of  technical  grammar  in  the  foreign  lan- 
guage undertaken, 

"(c)  The  period  for  review  in  classes  in  English  can  well  be  spent 
in  reviewing  the  fundamentals  in  technical  grammar  and  the  simpler 
formal  observances  necessary  to  be  followed  in  oral  and  written 
composition. 

"(d)  The  period  for  review  in  general  science  can  well  be  spent  in 
recalling  essential  facts  learned  in  geography  and  physiology,  and 
in  teaching  children  to  make  proper  scientific  observations  and  to 
show  them  the  correct  method  of  recording  the  same. 

"(2)  One  period  out  of  every  five  recitation  periods,  Tuesday  or 
Wednesday,  to  be  used  for  the  assignment  by  the  teacher  and  for  the 
masteiy,  under  the  teacher's  direction,  of  an  advanced  lesson,  no 
previous  assignment  having  been  made  of  the  same. 

"(3)  Each  pupil  will  be  asked  to  make  out  three  copies  of  an 
individual  study  program,  one  to  be  kept  by  himself,  and  one  to  be 
given  to  each  teacher  in  charge  of  the  regular  study  period  other  than 
the  one  indicated  under  paragraph  (2).     It  is  the  purpose  of  these 
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individual  programs  of  study  and  recitation  periods  that  the  teacher 
in  charge  of  such  study  period  know  exactly  what  each  j)upil  in  the 
study  class  is  supposed  to  studj^  during  that  period,  and  that  each 
teacher  insist  that  each  pupil  employ  the  time  in  such  study  period 
profitably,  and  that  the  teacher  give  such  guidance,  assistance,  and 
direction  as  will  be  most  beneficial  to  the  individual  pupil. 

''The  first  study  period  should  be  given  over  to  a  careful  reading 
and  discussion  of  the  various  items  included  under  'Directions  for 
Study'  found  on  the  individual  study  and  recitation  program.  The 
teacher  should  add  any  other  points  not  included  in  these  directions 
which  are  regarded  by  him  as  helpful  to  successful  study. 

"(4)  I  am  having  a  sufficient  number  of  report  cards  printed  to 
make  possible  the  sending  of  a  monthly  statement  to  the  parents  or 
guardians  of  those  pupils  who  do  not  do  satisfactory  work  in  any 
subject  or  subjects.  In  order  that  these  cards  may  be  sent  promptly 
and  regularly,  please  have  each  teacher  in  the  afternoon  session  make 
to  you  monthly  reports  of  all  students  not  doing  satisfactory  work  in 
any  subject  or  subjects. 

"I  am  particularly  anxious  that  no  effort  be  omitted  that  will  be 
of  help  in  our  efforts  to  reach  the  individual  pupil.  The  results  of 
the  efforts  herein  proposed  are  awaited  with  confidence  as  to  their 
success." 

I  beg  to  submit  at  this  time  a  complete  report  of  the  Continuation 
Schools  conducted  in  five  different  buildings  scattered  throughout 
the  city. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

508 

322 

399 

237 

280 

70 

219 

256 

48 

25 

203 

163 

81 

63 

Total. 


Enrollment,    pupils   present,    

Pupils  who  have  definite  idea  of  life  work,  

Number  of  pupils  in  jobs  giving  opportunity  for  advance, _ 

Xuniber  of  pujiils  iu  blind  alley  jobs,  

Number  of  impils  of  foreign  birth,  

Number  of  pupils  both  parents  foreign  birth,  

Number  of  pupils  one  parent  of  foreign  birth,  


824 
633 
350 
475 
73 
366 
144 


No.  of  Pupils  Both  Parents  Speaking  a  Foreign  Language. 
Both  sexes — German  8G,  Welsh  28,  Italian  25,  Russian  7,  Lithu- 
anian 55,  Greek  19,  Polish  74,  Slavish  3,  Irish  13,  Hungarian  11. 
No.  of  Pupils  One  Parent  Speaking  a  Foreign  Language. 
Both  sexes — German  37,  Welsh  24,  Italian  2,  Russian  1,  Lithu- 
anian 16,  Greek  5,  Polish  10,  Swedish  2,  Irish  13,  Hungarian  1. 
No.  of  pupils  w^ho  have  passed  eighth  grade:  Boys,  55;  girls,  35. 
Average  weekly  wage:  Boys,  |5,40;  girls,  !^4.33. 
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Eeasons  for  working: 

Economic,   396 

Dislike  for  school,   306 

Illness, 5 

Dislike  for  teacher, 13 

Desire  to  work, 6 

Eye  trouble,  1 

Other  causes,  103 


Subjects  pupils  need  most: 

Arithmetic, 
Spelling, 

Manual  Training: 

English, 
Civics. 


Arithmetic, 

Spelling, 

English, 

Domestic  Science; 

Civics, 
Physiology. 


Of  those  who  have  chosen  a  vocation: 


86  wish  to  become  machinists, 

81  dressmakers, 

41  engineers, 

34  electricians, 

28  carpenters, 

21  nurses, 

19  stenographers, 

18  farmers, 

18  plumbers, 

17  bookkeepers, 

17  housekeepers, 

15  milliners, 

11  printers, 

9  sailors, 

7  teachers, 

6  bakers, 

6  painters, 

5  civil  engineers, 

5  weavers, 

5  business  men, 

4  telegraph  operators, 

4  musicians, 

4  navy, 

4  blacksmiths. 


3  breaker  boss, 

3  lawyers, 

3  actresses, 

3  telephone  operators, 

2  draftsmen, 

2  cartoonists, 

2  postmen, 

2  drivers, 

2  detectives, 

2  cooks, 

1  brakeman, 

1  radio  operator, 

1  doctor, 

1  florist, 

1  artist, 

1  pattern  maker, 

1  moulder, 

1  engraver, 

1  bricklayer, 

1  mechanical  engineer, 

1  conductor, 

1  "movie"  operator, 

1  steel  forger, 

1  dancer. 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  the  large  number  of  pupils  in  the  Con- 
tinuation Schools  whose  parents  are  of  foreign  birth.  Most  of  these 
people  do  not  wait  longer  than  the  14th  birthday  of  their  children 
before  they  apply  at  this  office  for  working  certificates.  This  is  espe- 
cially unfortunate  in  view  of  the  fact  that  more  than  half  of  the 
pupils  in  Continuation  Schools  enter  blind  alley  jobs  in  which  there 
is  no  opportunity  for  advancement  and  in  which  the  average  weekly 
wage  for  boys  is  |5.40  and  for  girls  $4.33. 

Another  item  of  interest  is  the  fact  that  306  of  these  pupils  out 
of  824  give  as  a  reason  for  going  to  work  ''dislike  for  school."  It  may 
be  that  we  can  break  up  this  attitude  by  making  the  work  more 
practical  through  the  introduction  of  domestic  art  and  science  and 
manual  training  and  by  bringing  the  school  into  closer  relation  with 
the  home  through  inviting  parents  to  visit  the  schools  and  inducing 
the  teachers  to  visit  the  parents  of  pupils  who  have  fallen  behind  in 
their  work. 

In  connection  with  the  Continuation  School  work,  we  are  planning 
for  the  next  school  year  to  segregate  those  continuation  school  pupils 
who  have  completed  eight  grades  of  elementary  school  work,  with  a 
view  to  giving  them  more  advanced  work  than  the  other  continua- 
tion school  pupils.  In  addition  to  this  change,  we  shall  send  all 
continuation  school  boys  and  girls  to  the  Domestic  Art  and  Science 
and  Manual  Training  Centers  provided  for  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades  where  the  girls  will  be  taught  for  the  last  two  hours  of  the 
school  day  domestic  science  and  art  and  where  the  boys  will  be 
taught  the  rudiments  of  mechanical  drawing  and  woodwork. 

This  will  enable  this  class  of  boys  and  girls  to  get  instruction  along 
practical  lines  and  will  break  up  what  is  considered  by  a  great 
many  educators  too  long  a  school  day  devoted  to  academic  subjects 
almost  entirely. 

I  believe  these  two  changes  will  make  the  instruction  offered  to 
our  continuation  school  pupils  as  nearly  ideal  as  we  can  make  it. 
All  of  the  teachers  in  these  schools  are  well  trained  for  their  work 
and  are  in  thorough  sympathy  with  the  purposes  of  the  schools. 


SHAMOKIN— Joseph  Howerth. 


This  has  been  a  trying  year  because  of  many  distracting  influences. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  month  of  quarantine  for  infantile 
paralysis  made  the  vacation  so  long  that  when  the  children  returned 
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to  school  they  were  very  rusty  in  their  work.  The  teachers  and  the 
students  had  to  work  at  high  pressure  all  the  year  to  make  up 
this  loss. 

The  declaration  of  war  and  its  attendant  disturbances  tended  to 
nnsettle  conditions  in  study  and  in  discipline.  The  increased  cost 
of  living  caused  many  parents  to  take  their  children  from  school  and 
place  them  in  some  employment  in  order  to  help  keep  the  home.  A 
larger  number  of  pupils  in  the  upper  grades  and  in  the  high  school 
left  school  to  work  during  the  last  three  months  of  the  term  than 
ever  before  for  a  like  period. 

In  spite  of  these  distracting  influences  the  results  for  the  year  are 
quite  satisfactory. 

As  a  result  for  the  demand  to  increase  the  food  supply  fourteen 
hundred  twenty-nine  of  the  pupils  in  our  schools  have  planted  school 
gardens.  One  hundred  of  our  high  school  boj^s  volunteered  to 
work  on  the  farms.  The  farmers,  however,  did  not  take  kindly  to 
the  proposition  of  having  inexperienced  help  and  as  a  result  only 
sixteen  of  the  hojs  are  employed  on  the  farms.  The  boys  are  render- 
ing a  good  account  of  themselves. 

The  great  problem  that  confronts  us  is  to  keep  the  schools  at 
their  maximum  efficiency.  The  pupils  who  are  in  school  now  must  be 
even  better  trained  than  those  of  the  past  in  order  to  take  up  the 
work  and  fill  the  ranks  depleted  by  the  ravages  of  war.  We  can  do 
no  greater  patriotic  duty  than  to  keep  the  standard  of  the  schools 
to  such  a  point  as  to  turn  out  graduates  who  will  be  able  to  meet 
the  new  social  and  economic  conditions. 


SHARON— W.  D.  Gamble. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  marked  by  good  consistent 
work  on  the  part  of  both  teachers  and  pupils.  The  late  start  of 
school  proved  no  special  handicap  as  the  Avork  of  the  year  has  been 
above  the  average  both  in  quantity  and  quality. 

Following  out  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  of  the  Depart- 
uient  of  Superintendents  of  the  State  Teachers'  Association  on  uni- 
form records  and  I'eports,  a  careful  statistical  survey  of  the  Scliool 
System  was  made  and  the  following  summary  may  be  of  interest: 
The  percentage  of  pupils  in  the  grades  and  high  scliool  below^  nonnal 
age  was  found  to  be:  Boys,  8.17  per  cent.;  girls,  7.24  per  cent.  The 
percentage  above  normal  age  was:  Boys,  4.5.8  per  cent.;  girls,  42..3  per 
cent.  The  highest  percentage  below  normal  age  was  in  the  first  year 
of  the  high  school.     The  highest  percentage  above  normal  age  was 
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in  the  fourtli  grade. which  averaged  56  per  cent.  The  first  grade 
showed  26  ijer  cent,  to  be  above  the  normal  age.  The  percentage  of 
promotions  in  the  grades  was  89.9 ;  in  the  high  school  87.5. 

A  school  savings  system  was  introduced  during  the  year  and 
exceeded  our  expectations  both  in  number  of  depositors  and  in  the 
amount  deposited.  Over  two-thirds  of  the  pupils  have  deposits  and 
the  average  per  pupil,  although  the  system  has  only  been  in  operation 
a  few  mouths,  is  well  over  three  dollars. 

The  enrollment  of  pupils  year  by  year  shows  a  steady  increase 
and  it  is  with  difficulty  that  the  Board  of  Education  provides  build- 
ing room.  ITie  disposition  of  boys  and  girls  to  stick  to  school  in 
fc?haron  is  commendable.  Out  of  perhaps  600  eligible  for  employment 
certificates  an  average  of  not  more  than  twenty  certificates  in  force 
was  maintained. 

The  work  of  a  committee  composed  of  young  men  interested  in  the 
moral  and  physical  welfare  of  school  children  is  worthy  of  notice. 
This  committee  for  the  past  two  years  has  maintained  by  private 
subscription  and  by  unselfish  eft'ort  the  Public  School  Athletic 
League.  Several  hundred  children  have  been  reached  and  benefited 
both  morally  and  physically  through  the  games  played  under  the 
direction  of  this  committee. 

Sharon  is  doing  its  share  in  the  way  of  school  gardens.  Under  the 
direction  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  have  the  oversight  of  the  work.  Seeds  were  furnished  at  cost, 
ground  was  provided  and  Mr,  Warring  of  State  College  was  secured  to 
oversee  the  work.  Several  hundred  dollars  in  prizes  will  be  distrib- 
uted at  the  end  of  the  summer. 

Americanization  work  w^as  taken  up  by  the  industries  and  night 
schools  for  adult  foreigners  established  in  the  school  houses  of  Far- 
rell,  Sharpsville,  Wheatland  and  Sharon.  The  industries  are  finan- 
cing the  work  in  conjunction  with  the  school  boards  which  furnish 
rooms,  light,  heat  and  janitor  service.  A  superintendent  of  the 
work  of  the  four  towns  has  been  appointed  and  the  schools  are  well 
organized  and  in  the  hands  of  capable  instructors. 

We  desire  to  thank  the  State  Department  and  the  State  Board 
of  Education  for  the  valuable  information  received  during  the  year. 


SHENANDOAH— J.  W.  Cooper. 


During  the  past  year  the  schools  of  this  borough  did  steady  work 
but  deviated  very  little  from  the  work  of  former  years.     The  delay 
in  starting  seemed  to  make  the  teachers  and  pupils  more  anxious 
23 
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for  work,  but  the  general  effect  of  the  delay  was  not  in  the  interest  of 
educational  progress.  The  Avar  ciy  and  the  permitting  of  pupils  to 
go  to  work  in  advance  of  the  closing  of  the  schools  had  no  good  etfect 
on  those  in  the  advanced  grades,  especially  in  the  high  school.  For 
fhose  reasons  the  results  were  not  quite  so  satisfactoiy  as  they  have 
been  for  the  past  few  years.  There  was  no  material  change  in  the 
course  of  study  or  in  the  method  of  instruction.  Our  schools  still 
remained  in  the  crowded  condition  of  the  former  years,  as  the  new 
high  school  building  has  not  been  completed,  nor  will  it  be  finished 
for  the  opening  of  the  coming  term.  The  Board  has  already  spent 
more  than  .fl()(),00()  on  this  building  and  will  have  to  spend  half  that 
much  more  before  it  is  properly  equipped  for  work. 

When  our  high  school  building  is  completed  this  district  will  be 
in  a  position  to  take  u{)  vocational  education  and  manual  training  so 
strongly  urged  by  the  Department  of  Education. 

Considerable  improvement  has  been  made  on  and  in  the  other 
buildings,  new  desks  have  been  purchased,  two  of  our  large  buildings 
have  been  re-painted.  Our  directors  have  been  active  in  their  several 
duties,  keeping  the  buildings  in  proper  sanitary  condition  and  the 
teachers  well  supplied  with  proper  teaching  material.  The  teachers 
have  been  careful,  energetic  and  conscientious  in  their  work  and  the 
pupils  have  progressed  as  well  as  could  be  expected  under  these 
exciting  war  times. 

The  Library  Trustees  have  guarded  the  interest  of  the  library 
carefully,  spending  about  $1,100.00  for  books,  repair,  and  care.  The 
library  was  very  extensively  patroniZiCd  during  the  past  year. 


SOUTH  BETHLEHEM— A.  H.  Buck. 


Distinct  progress  marks  the  work  of  our  schools  for  the  term 
1916-17.  The  formation  of  teacher-training  classes,  the  study  by 
these  classes  of  standard  works  on  pedagogy  and  child  study,  the 
enrollment  of  many  of  our  teachers  in  the  summer  and  Saturday 
courses  ottered  by  colleges,  all  had  an  influence  which  made  itself 
felt  in  improved  teaching  and  better  results  in  the  schools. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  term  of  1917-18  we  expect  to  occupy  the 
inagnificent  higli  school  building  which  has  been  in  progress  of  erec- 
tion for  the  past  two  years.  This  building  contains  sixty  rooms  in- 
cluding an  auditorium  capable  of  seating  1,500  people,  spacious 
offices  for  board,  superintendent,  secretary  and  principal,  completely 
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equipped  chemical,  pliysical  and  biological  laboratories,  finely 
equipped  commercial,  freehand  and  mechanical  drawing  departments, 
well  lighted  and  well  ventilated  class  rooms,  large  gymnasium,  shower 
baths  for  both  boys  and  girls  and  individual  double  tier  lockers  for 
every  pupil.  A  large  room  on  the  first  floor  h-as  been  designated 
as  the  library  and  needs  only  an  addition  of  up-to-date  books  to  make 
it  a  splendid  adjunct  to  the  school  work. 

A  new  feature  will  be  the  Vocational  Department,  opened  for  the 
first  time  in  our  schools.  For  the  needs  of  this  department  the  Board 
has  equipped  large  rooms  to  be  used  as  machine  shop,  Avoodworking 
and  finishing  shops,  cookery  and  sewing  rooms,  and  a  househould 
suite  of  rooms. 

The  machine  shop  is  equipped  with  the  very  best  machinery  ob- 
tainable, including  milling  machines,  engine  lathes,  shapers,  drill 
presses,  vise  benches,  grinding  machines,  etc. 

The  wood-working  shop  is  equipped  with  12  double  work-benches, 
a  complete  outfit  of  hand  tools,  tool  cabinet,  variety  saw-bench,  band 
saw,  planer  and  jointer,  turning  lathe,  grindstone  and  a  grinding 
machine. 

The  cookery  room  has  12  cooking  tables,  accommodating  two  pupils 
each,  every  table  having  3  gas  burners  and  gas  ovens.  Tlie  room  is 
supplied  with  a  full  outfit  of  cooking  utensils,  supply  tables,  cabinets, 
sinks,  etc. 

The  sewing  room  has  12  double,  drop-end  sewing  tables,  6  sewing 
machines,  cutting  table,  display  cabinet,  cheval  mirror  and  fitting 
stand. 

The  household  suite  contains  a  sitting  room,  bedroom,  fully  equip- 
ped bathroom,  dining  room  and  kitchen.  We  hope  to  make  the  girls 
home  makers  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word. 

The  wood  working  department  is  pre-vocational  in  scope.  By  care- 
ful attention  and  supervision  we  hope  to  discover  tendencies  and 
]>redilections  of  the  boys  and  thus  be  able  to  give  them  intelligent 
direction  and  advice  as  to  choice  of  courses  in  the  high  school. 

With  the  occupancy  of  the  new  building  with  all  the  facilities  which 
it  will  aff'ord,  we  predict  a  new  era  in  educational  progress  in  South 
Bethlehem.  We  hope  to  make  this  building  a  community  center  from 
which  will  radiate  an  infiuence  for  good  which  will  reach  into  every 
home  in  the  community.  The  building,  ground  and  equipment  will 
represent  an  approximate  investment  of  .1300,000,  and  having  it  open 
only  30  hours  out  of  the  108  hours  in  a  week  will  be  giving  the  people 
of  this  city  a  very  poor  return  on  the  money  invested. 

During  the  past  term  we  have  been  in  frequent  communication  with 

the  Bethleliem  Steel  Co.  and  the  Bethlehem  Foundry  and  Machine 

Co.,  two  of  the  largest  industrial  plants  in  the  town  with  reference 

to  the  establishment  of  a  co-operative  industrial  course.     Tn  these 
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conferences  we  have  received  invaluable  aid  from  the  State  Vocational 
Department  and  especially  from  Mr.  Stanley  Zweible,  a  representa- 
tive from  the  Department.  As  a  result,  at  the  beginning  of  the  new 
term,  we  will  establish  a  co-operative  industrial  course,  in  which 
course  the  above-mentioned  industries  will  co-operate  with  the  school 
authorities.  We  confidently  expect  that  a  large  number  of  boys  will 
avail  themselves  of  this  unexampled  opportunity.  The  boys  will  be 
divided  into  squads,  known  as  the  school  squad  and  the  shop  squad. 
These  squads  will  alternate  in  the  school  and  shop  at  two  week  in- 
tervals. 

The  co-operative  idea  is  not  new,  but  we  have  a  new  feature  which 
we  believe  is  entirely  new.  By  artrangement  with  the  co-operating 
industries,  the  boys  will  receive  15  cents  per  hour  for  the  first,  20 
cents  the  second,  25  cents  the  third,  and  30  cents  the  fourth  year, 
with  a  bonus  of  |200  at  the  completion  of  the  four  year's  course. 
Diplomas  will  be  given  the  graduates  from  the  course,  signed  by 
both  school  and  industrial  ofiicials.  The  new  feature  is,  that  the  boys 
will  receive  pay  not  only  for  the  time  spent  in  the  shops,  T)ut  will  ie 
paid  in  addition  to  their  shop  pay,  the  regular  rate  per  hour  for  every 
hour  that  they  will  spend  in  school.  We  confidently  hope  that  with 
this  training  of  the  three  "H's"  we  will,  at  the  end  of  four  years 
turn  out  a  superior  class  of  operatives,  fully  trained  as  to  the  me- 
chanical side  and  well  trained  intellectually. 

With  our  large  foreign  population  and  their  lack  of  appreciation 
of  American  ideas  in  education,  we  have  had  some  trouble  with 
truants,  but  the  Compulsory  Attendance  Law  has  been  rigidly  en- 
forced. 

I  would  be  remiss  in  my  duty  if  I  did  not  express  my  appreciation 
of  the  cordial  support  received  at  all  times  from  the  State  Depart- 
ment, from  the  local  Board  of  Education,  from  the  press  and  from 
patrons  and  teachers. 


STEELTON— L.  E.  McGinnes. 


Notwithstanding  the  handicap  of  beginning  the  term  one  month 
later  than  usual  on  account  of  the  infantile  paralysis  edict,  our 
schools  had  a  successful  year.  While  it  did  seem  unreasonable  to 
be  compelled  to  keep  the  schools  closed  in  a  district  in  which  there 
was  not  a  single  case  of  the  disease,  it  had  its  compensation.  It 
afforded  a  splendid  opportunity  to  teach  the  lesson  of  economy  of 
time  and  effort.    After  the  term  opened,  as  far  as  possible,  nothing 
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was  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  regular  work  of  the  schools  and 
as  a  result  pupils  came  up  to  the  close  of  the  term  about  as  well  pre- 
pared for  promotion  and  graduation  as  in  previous  years,  when  there 
TV  as  not  quite  the  same  stimulus  to  strenuous  effort. 

Then,  too,  the  war  situation  thus  far,  has  not  interfered  with  the 
operation  of  our  schools.  The  somewhat  general  inclination  to 
leave  the  school  and  go  to  the  farm  made  but  little  appeal  to  our 
boys.  This  was  not  because  there  was  a  disposition  to 'shirk,  but  it 
was  because  they  felt  they  could  display  their  patriotism  in  a  more 
effective  manner  by  sticking  to  their  books  till  the  close  of  the  term. 
The  extended  cultivation  of  the  gardens  and  the  vacant  lots  of  the 
community  and  the  thrifty  rows  of  corn,  beans  and  potatoes  on  the 
campus  of  the  East  End  school,  show  that  even  in  this  particular 
there  was  no  inclination  to  evade  duty. 

Prior  to  this  year,  medical  inspection  was  not  carried  out  in  our 
schools  beyond  that  of  the  employment  of  a  trained  nurse.  This  year 
both  an  inspector  and  a  nurse  were  employed.  All  the  pupils  were 
required  to  undergo  a  physical  examination  and  where  defects  were 
found,  reports  were  made  to  the  homes.  In  many  instances  the 
suggestions  made  in  these  reports  were  followed  up  to  the  decided 
advantage  of  the  children.  In  other  instances  they  were  simply 
ignored.  It  seems  that  an  appreciation  of  the  value  of  medical  in- 
spection in  a  community  must  be  of  gradual  growth.  In  order  to 
make  our  records  correspond  with  other  cities  and  boroughs  in  the 
country  and  thus  make  it  easy  for  pupils  moving  from  one  district 
to  another  to  be  promptly  and  properly  classified,  the  standard  form 
suggested  by  the  Bureau  of  Education  at  Washington  and  the  State 
School  Authorities  at  Harrisburg  was  adopted.  This  card,  modified 
to  meet  our  local  conditions,  contains  both  the  physical  and  the 
school  record  of  the  child  each  year,  and  it  goes  with  it  up  through 
the  grades. 

Our  new  course  of  study  as  it  is  now  being  worked  out  in  the 
schools,  contains  a  greater  amount  of  constructive  hand  work  than 
was  attempted  formerly.  Two  considerations  prompted  this;  first, 
the  general  pedagogical  and  practical  value  of  manual  training  to 
all  students  and  second,  the  fact  that  a  large  percentage  of  those 
who  go  out  from  our  schools  are  to  become  breadwinners  in  some  form 
or  other.  While  it  is  not  the  province  of  the  schools  to  provide 
trades  or  occupations,  it  is  their  province  to  furnish  such  an  education 
as  will  enable  the  student  to  better  adapt  himself  or  herself  to 
any  line  of  industry  or  to  any  phase  of  home  life.  The  household 
arts  are  given  to  all  of  the  girls  of  the  seventh,  eighth  and  ninth 
grades.  At  the  completion  of  the  work  of  the  ninth  grade,  four 
choices  are  open  to  each  girl.  If  she  has  a  desire  to  make  a  living 
through  sewing,   millinery  or  domestic   service,   she   continues  the 
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household  arts  course  through  the  remaining  three  years.  If  she 
desires  to  make  a  living  in  the  business  world,  the  business  course 
IkS  open  to  her.  If  she  is  ambitious  to  go  to  college,  she  selects  the 
classical  course.  If  her  purpose  is  simply  to  secure  a  good  secondary 
education,  she  selects  from  the  classical  and  the  scientific  courses. 

All  of  the  boys  of  the  seventh,  eighth  and  ninth  grades  take  manual 
training.  At  the  completion  of  the  ninth  grade,  four  choices  are 
open  to  each  boy  also.  If  it  is  his  desire  to  earn  a  livelihood  in  the 
industrial  world,  he  selects  the  industrial  and  manual  training 
course,  for  the  remaining  three  years.  In  addition  to  the  work  that 
he  does  in  the  school,  he  is  given  an  opportunity  to  spend  part  time 
in  our  local  industries.  If  he  wishes  to  enter  the  business  world,  he 
chooses  the  business  course.  If  it  is  his  desire  to  go  to  college,  he 
selects  either  the  classical  or  the  scientific  course,  according  to  the 
type  of  college  that  he  has  in  view.  In  all  of  these  courses  through 
the  high  school,  girls  and  boys  alike  haVe  a  common,  substantial 
Ijackground  in  English  and  History.  Notliing  that  the  students  do 
throughout  the  entire  course,  helps  them  as  much  to  find  themselves, 
as  the  constructive  handwork  of  the  seventh,  eighth  and  ninth  grades. 
We  are  convinced  that  fewer  mistakes  in  the  selection  of  courses, 
will  be  made  in  the  future,  than  have  been  made  in  the  past,  for  the 
reason  that  there  is  a  much  more  intelligent  basis  upon  which  to  make 
the  selection. 

School  and  vocational  guidance  ought  to  mean  more  where  there 
is  an  added  opportunity  to  discover  the  ajjtitudes  of  the  student. 

In  carrying  out  the  program  as  outlined  for  our  scliools  this  year, 
it  became  necessary  to  secure  additional  quarters  to  accommodate 
the  household  arts  de])artment.  This  meant  one  of  two  things, 
either  to  erect  a  building  containing  at  least  two  rooms,  or  to  pur- 
chase a  dwelling  house  that  would  lend  itself  to  the  purpose.  For- 
tunately the  Board  Avas  able  to  buy  the  Calder  property  on  Walnut 
street,  adjoining  the  high  school  campus,  at  a  figure  much  less  than 
it  would  have  been  possible  to  put  up  a  building.  Such  a  building 
would  have  provided  but  little  more  than  a  kitchen  and  a  sewing 
room,  while  with  the  present  arrangement  we  have  both  of  these  and 
all  the  other  rooms  that  go  to  make  up  a  complete,  modern  dwelling 
house.  Tlien  we  would  have  had  but  a  school,  now  we  have  a  ''home 
school,"  and  there  is  all  the  difi'erence  in  the  world  when  it  comes 
to  the  teaching  of  the  household  arts.  If  it  is  the  duty  of  public 
education  to  at  least  partly  prepare  girls  for  their  future  duties 
as  housekeepers  and  home  makers,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  this  can 
be  done  much  more  effectively  where  there  is  the  home  environment 
and  consequently  something  of  the  home  spirit,  than  is  possible 
in  a  formal  and  unrelated  school  room.  This  home  school,  dominated 
Iby  the  personality  of  an  intelligent,  broadminded,  sympathetic  woman 
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as  principal,  is  boiiiKl  to  affect  the  present  and  tlie  futnre  lives  of  all 
the  girls  that  come  under  its  influence.  It  is  also  destined  to  meet  a 
much  broader  need  of  the  community.  It  will  be  open  throughout 
the  entire  yeai',  thus  affording  an  opportunity  to  touch  the  mothers 
for  good  as  well  as  the  daughters.  It  is  our  desire,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  make  it  a  real,  social  home  center. 


SUNBUKY— T.  C.  M.  Elleuberger. 


The  work  of  our  schools  during  the  past  year  in  the  main  was 
satisfactory'.  There  is  need  of  much  improvement  in  the  Avay  of  equip- 
ment as  regards  the  physical  condition  of  the  schools.  The  lack  of 
sufficient  funds  to  ]>rovide  new  buildings  and  proper  ecpiipment  is 
our  greatest  concern. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  an  improvement  in  the  standard  of  educa- 
tional qualifications  of  the  teachers.  Hereafter  it  is  the  intent  of 
the  board  to  employ  only  those  teachers  who  hold  professional  certifi- 
cates or  those  of  higher  rank. 

The  schools  closed  June  14tli.  During  the  year  there  were  enrolled 
3,125  pupils.  This  is  an  increase  for  the  jjast  10  years  of  1,000  pupils, 
or  an  average  of  100  per  year.  We  lack  up-to-date  modern  buildings. 
The  physical  condition  of  our  schools  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be.  The 
l.>igh  school  is  overcrowded.  We  now  have  seven  temporary  wooden 
structures  throughout  the  city. 

There  were  enrolled  during  the  year  501  pupils  in  the  high  school. 
Of  this  number  72  were  graduated  from  the  four  year  course.  Some 
25  of  these  graduates  are  employed  by  the  Pennsjdvania  Railroad 
as  clerks,  about  20  per  cent,  of  the  class  will  enter  college.  There 
were  59  pupils  enrolled  in  the  Continuation  School,  most  of  whom 
were  employed  in  the  silk  mills. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  schools  a  supervisor  of 
penmanship  was  employed.  The  Palmer  Method  of  Penmanship 
'vras  adopted  and  creditable  results  were  obtained  in  all  of  the  grades 
and  in  the  Commercial  Department. 

Regular  monthly  meetings  of  the  teachers  were  held ;  also  grade 
meetings  were  held  from  time  to  time.  Discussion  of  plans  and 
methods  were  directed  by  the  superintendent. 

Athletics  received  due  recognition  and  is  under  the  direction  of  a 
competent  coach  elected  by  the  school  board  on  approval  of  the 
advisory  committee.  The  girls'  basket  hall  team  was  under  .the  same 
management. 
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We  opened  a  Continuation  School  at  the  beginning  of  our  schools. 
TTiis  school  was  kept  in  successful  operation  during  the  entire  year. 
Employers  willingly  co-operated  with  us  in  making  this  school  a 
success. 

For  the  iirst  time  the  board  employed  a  medical  inspector.  Inspec- 
tion was  made  of  all  pupils  in  grades  one,  two,  three,  four  and 
five.  With  the  hearty  co-operation  of  teachers  and  parents  good 
results  may  be  secured. 

The  vaccination  law  was  strictly  enforced  throughout  the  term 
in  regard  to  "beginners"  and  newly  admitted  pupils.  Little  trouble 
was  experienced  in  enforcing  this  law,  but  in  some  cases  it  was 
necessary  to  appeal  to  the  law. 


SWISSVALE— C.  C.  Kelso. 


During  the  year  just  closed  there  were  no ,  startling  innovations 
in  either  the  work  or  the  management  of  the  Swissvale  schools.  Our 
aim  was  to  do  for  the  pupils  in  our  care  as  much  as  possible  to  fit 
them  to  meet  actual  life  conditions  when  they  pass  from  the  care 
of  the  school. 

The  enrollment  increased  about  ten  per  cent.,  which  is  about  the 
normal  annual  increase,  the  total  enrollment  reaching  almost  1,800. 

There  was  a  greatly  increased  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
munity to  use  the  school  buildings  for  various  community  activities. 
Two  buildings  were  in  regular  use  the  entire  year  by  civic  and  social 
organizations.  The  Child's  Welfare  Circle  and  other  philanthropic 
agencies  have  been  furnished  a  home.  The  Ked  Cross  work  and  a 
first  aid  class  have  also  been  provided  for.  These  things  are  aiding 
us  in  educating  the  people  to  realize  that  the  school  plant  belongs 
to  them  and  that  they  should  use  it  whenever  possible  for  social  and 
civic  betterment. 

Our  board  had  planned  for  the  erection  of  a  high  school  building* 
and  the  voters  had  authorized  a  bond  issue  of  |200,000  for  that  pur- 
pose. When  bids  were  received  it  was  decided  that  the  cost  was 
prohibitive,  and  the  erection  of  the  building  was  postponed  until 
building  conditions  should  be  more  favorable. 

Our  domestic  science  department  was  opened  one  month  prior 
to  the  opening  of  the  regular  school  term,  and  classes  in  canning, 
preserving,  and  drying  of  fruit  and  vegetables  were  conducted  for 
the  benefit  of  the  older  girls  of  the  school,  and  for  the  others  of  the 
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community  who  desired  to  take  the  work.  The  experiment  proved 
so  satisfactory  in  every  way  that  the  practice  will  be  continued  in 
future  years. 

On  the  whole,  while  all  of  our  expectations  have  not  been  realized, 
v/e  feel  that  substantial  progress  has  been  made.  The  plans  for  the 
coming  term's  work  will  be  formulated  in  the  light  of  the  successes 
and  failures  of  the  past  that  the  energies  of  the  school  may  be  ex- 
pended as  definitely  as  possible  in  the  direction  of  real  progress. 


TAMAQUA— J.  F.  Derr. 


June  28  marked  the  close  of  a  successful  school  year  for  Tamaqua. 
In  a  way,  this  was  a  trying  year  in  our  school  life.  The  schools  were 
not  permitted  to  open  until  Sept.  20,  on  account  of  the  general  quar- 
antine due  to  infantile  paralysis.  However,  through  the  sanction 
of  the  State  Commissioner  of  Health  and  the  local  board  of  health, 
the  members  of  the  senior  class  were  granted  the  privilege  to  enter 
upon  their  studies  Sept.  18,  thus  enabling  them  to  get  nine  full 
months'  training. 

Earl}^  in  the  term,  four  school  rooms  in  use  for  many  years,  were 
condemned  by  State  officials,  and  the  part  of  the  building  including 
those  rooms,  was  ordered  to  be  torn  down.  This  made  it  necessary 
to  vacate  the  rooms  in  question  immediately  and  place  the  pupils 
into  other  rooms  already  occupied.  This  change  meant  that  eight 
schools  were  to  be  put  into  four  rooms.  This  was  of  course  not 
feasible.  However,  to  meet  this  condition  in  a  manner  as  nearly  satis- 
factory as  was  possible,  the  school  day  was  divided  into  four  sessions 
giving  each  group  of  four  schools  two  alternate  sessions.  In  this  way 
good  work  was  done  in  these  schools,  yet  it  was  far  from  being  ideal. 
It  is  evident  that  a  number  of  school  rooms  are  needed  to  successfully 
cope  with  this  much  congested  condition. 

Steps  have  already  been  taken  by  the  school  board  to  bring  the 
matter  of  needed  school  rooms  to  the  attention  of  our  people  so  that 
at  the  November  election  permission  may  be  given  the  school  officials 
to  increase  the  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  district  to  the  amount 
of  1120,000.  If  present'  plans  do  not  fail,  a  modern  high  school 
building  costing  about  $200,000  will  be  forthcoming  during  the  next 
two  years.  Such  a  building  would  adequately  meet  all  the  require- 
ments for  the  coming  ten  years.  In  the  midst  of  these  conditions,  it 
was  difficult  to  maintain  the  high  standard  held  heretofore;  but  the 
splendid  support  of  the  school  board,  the  harmonious,.,  conscientious 
and  efficient  corps  of  teachers,  and  a  sympathizing  pilMic  made  it 
possible  to  overcome  the  difficulties. 
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Tlie  Bennett  System  of  Penmanship  was  introduced  (luring  the 
year.  Thns  far  it  has  been  giving  excellent  satisfaction,  and  it  has 
been  planned  to  have  the  teachers  take  next  term,  the  course  in  pen- 
manship offered  by  the  Bennett  people. 

Of  the  forty-seven  teachers  employed  during  the  term,  five  hold 
college  diplomas,  twenty-three  normal  diplomas,  ten  permanent  cer- 
tificates, five  professional  certificates,  four  provisional  certificates. 

On  June  22,  18  young  men  and  13  young  women  were  graduated 
from  the  high  school.  Of  this  class,  11  students  took  the  Regular,  8, 
the  Latin-Scientific  and  12,  the  Commercial  Course.  A  fair  percent- 
age of  the  graduates  will  enter  higher  institutions  of  learning. 

The  enrollment  for  the  year  was,  boys  1,2.37,  girls  1,100,  total  2,397, 
having  an  average  of  attendance  of  94  per  cent. 

Fire  drills  were  conducted  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  law.  The  compulsory  attendance  and  vaccination  laws  were 
strictly  enforced  throughout  the  year. 

One  hundred  three  general  employment  certificates  have  been  issued 
since  the  new  Child  Labor  Law  went  into  effect,  January  1,  1916. 
This  number  is  much  lower  than  the  number  for  the  corresponding 
time  under  the  law  which  went  into  effect  January  1,  1910.  It  is  a 
satisfaction  to  report,  that  every  child  under  fourteen  years,  was  in 
school  and  that  more  boys  and  girls  over  fourteen  years  of  age  were 
enrolled  than  in  any  previous  year. 

It  is  a  matter  of  interest,  that  our  teachers  are  anxious  to  keep  in 
touch  with  the  best  and  most  recent  ideas  in  education,  that  we  had 
a  unanimous  enrollment  in  the  State  Educational  Association  during 
the  year,  that  all  the  teachers  are  readers  of  educational  papers. 

Music  was  introduced  in  our  schools  at  the  opening  of  the  term  and 
the  work  done  during  the  first  year  is  far  beyond  the  expectation  of 
any  one.  An  Operetta,  entitled,  ''The  CiTstal  Queen,"  was  ])resented 
in  May  in  the  Victoria  Theater,  by  over  two  hundred  children  of  our 
schools  under  the  leadership  of  the  sui)ervisor  of  music.  There  were 
two  performances  and  a  matinee.  It  was  a  social  as  well  as  a  finan- 
cial success.  Three  hundred  dollars  were  the  net  proceeds,  which  will 
be  used  to  secure  seven  victrolas,  one  victrola  for  each  one  of  our 
buildings. 

Grateful  acknowledgment  is  made  to  the  State  Department  for  the 
many  courtesies  extended  us  during  the  year. 


TARENTUM— A.  D.  Endsley. 


The  school  7'ear  of  1910-1917  opened  auspiciously  in  Tarentum  with 
Ihe  formal  dedication  of  our  new  Grandview  school  building  on  Labor 
Day.     The  formal  dedicatory  address  was  delivered  by  Dr.  F.  W, 
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Hinitt,  President  of  W.  and  J.  College.  This  building  contains  23 
regular  class  rooms,  manual  training  and  domestic  science  rooms,  a 
large  gymnasium  with  suitable  locker  rooms  and  showers,  teachers' 
room,  and  offices  for  the  board  of  education  and  the  superintendent. 
The  building  and  furnishings  cost  the  district  |135,000. 

Supervised  Study — We  have  centralized  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades  of  our  town  in  the  new  Grandview  school,  organizing  it  on 
the  departmental  plan.  In  this  department  we  introduced  the  super- 
vised study  plan  last  year,  giving  2.")  minutes  of  the  period  to  regular 
recitation  and  25  minutes  to  preparation  of  the  next  lesson  under 
the  direction  of  the  teacher.  On  the  whole,  the  plan  worked  well,  but 
the  fact  became  evident  that  teachers  must  learn  more  themselves 
about  how  to  teach  children  to  study.  Telling  children  to  study  and 
showing  them  how  to  do  it  effectively  are  two  very  different  things. 

Our  high  school  was  also  conducted  on  the  supervised  study  plan. 
Our  first  period  was  but  45  minutes  in  length,  and  the  preparation 
for  this  recitation  was  made  by  the  student  out  of  school.  This  was 
followed  by  four  70-minute  periods,  one-half  for  recitation  and  the 
other  half  for  study  of  the  next  day's  lesson.  Each  pupil,  there- 
fore, had  one  lesson  to  prepare  under  the  old  plan  without  the  guid- 
ance of  the  teacher,  and  three  lessons  under  the  new  plan  with  the 
assistance  of  the  teacher.  The  pupils  and  teachers  are  unanimously 
in  favor  of  continuing  supervised  study  another  year.  We  can  not 
form  definite  conclusions  from  the  results  of  a  single  year,  but  the 
outlook  is  promising.  Our  schools  for  the  professional  training  of 
teachers  must  emphasize  teaching  how  to  study. 

Organized  Play — Play  under  the  active  supervision  of  the  teacher  is 
a  part  of  the  regular  daily  school  schedule.  On  the  playground  the 
boys  and  girls  are  divided  into  groups  suited  to  their  ages,  each 
group  with  a  teacher  in  charge.  When  the  weather  is  unfit  for  out- 
door games  the  play  is  given  in  the  class  room,  games  for  indoors 
being  directed  by  the  class  teacher. 

In  the  departmental  grammar  school  the  boys  and  girls  in  sepa- 
rate groups  are  taken  to  the  gymnasium  at  regular  periods,  where 
they  exercise  under  the  direction  of  a  trained  teacher  of  gymnastics. 
These  games  and  exercises  are  a  pleasant  diversion  in  the  midst  of 
a  half-day's  serious  program  and  are  conducive  both  to  health  and 
physical  growth. 

Night  School  for  Foreigners — During  the  year  an  evening  school 
for  teaching  Englisli  and  citizenship  to  foreigners  was  organized  by 
the  school  district,  witli  tlic  co-o])eration  of  the  United  States  Bureau 
of  Naturalization.  The  scliool  was  open  two  nights  a  week  for  twenty 
weeks.  Tliere  Avas  an  enrollment  of  19  men  and  4  women  in  the 
school.  Kapid  progress  was  made  l)y  tlie  most  of  tliese  adult  students, 
it  becoming  apparent  early  that  only  the  naturally  intelligent  for- 
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eigners  had  enrolled.  Their  enthusiasm  and  progress  will,  we  hope, 
interest  others  of  their  countrymen  in  this  work  for  the  coming  year. 

War  Farming  and  Gardening — On  the  recommendation  of  the  State 
Board  of  Education,  a  number  of  our  high  school  boys  were  released 
from  school  attendance  for  farm  work  about  May  1.  Only  boys  who 
had  been  doing  passing  work  or  better  up  to  that  time  were  thus 
released.  On  the  presentation  of  a  satisfactory  written  report  from 
their  employers,  these  students  will  be  given  credit  for  their  year's 
work.  An  unsatisfactory  farm  report  will  mean  a  condition  in  the 
school  work  omitted  during  that  time. 

In  co-operation  with  the  school  children  of  Brackenridge  borough 
and  Harrison  township,  the  school  children  of  Tarentum  are  garden- 
ing a  tract  of  20  acres,  generously  given  free  by  a  patriotic  citizen 
of  the  community.  A  graduate  of  the  School  of  Agriculture,  State 
College,  is  employed  by  the  local  War  Garden  Association  to  super- 
vise the  work.  At  this  writing  the  outlook  is  promising  for  an  excel- 
lent crop,  and  the  citizenship  training  will  doubtless  equal  in  value 
the  material  returns. 


TAYLOR^Wm.  S.  Robinson. 


The  total  enrollment  in  all  the  schools  during  the  year  was  2,411, 
which  was  an  increase  of  83  over  that  of  last  year.  Of  this  number, 
227  were  enrolled  in  the  evening  schools,  160  in  the  Continuation 
School,  89  in  the  high  school  and  1,935  in  the  elementary  schools. 
The  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  year  was  91. 

In  the  work  of  the  elementary  schools  the  fundamental  subjects 
were  emphasized  and  we  are  well  pleased  with  the  results.  Depart- 
mental work  in  the  grammar  grades  has  been  successful. 

The  attendance  at  the  evening  schools  was  not  so  large  as  at  times 
in  former  years.  The  most  successful  course  was  the  commercial. 
Eighty  students  were  enrolled  in  this  course  and  they  made  excel- 
lent progress.  Mr.  H.  I.  Jones  had  charge  of  this  work  and  handled 
it  very  successfully.  We  regret  to  say  that  he  has  accepted  another 
position  for  next  year.  He  has  done  good  work  in  our  high  school 
and  we  are  sorry  to  lose  him. 

The  total  enrollment  in  the  Continuation  School  was  160,  approxi- 
mately 20  attending  each  school  day.  The  co-operation  of  employers 
was  good,  attendance  of  pupils  fine,  and  creditable  work  was  done. 
Next  year  we  will  have  a  better  building  for  this  school  and  we  an- 
ticipate still  better  results. 
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The  teachers  of  the  Washington  school  have  purchased  a  victrola. 
The  money  was  raised  by  entertainments  and  collecting  and  selling 
waste  paper. 

School  gardens  have  been  promoted  again  and  are  more  successful 
than  last  year.  Two  hundred  fifty  children  have  gardens  at  their 
homes.  Prizes  for  the  best  gardens  will  be  awarded  later.  A  com- 
mittee of  citizens,  practical  gardeners,  are  acting  in  conjunction  with 
the  superintendent  in  inspecting  the  gardens. 

Steam  heat  was  installed  in  the  Grant  building  and  the  yard  of  the 
Washington  school  was  improved  by  an  iron  fence  and  a  lawn.  This 
summer  a  new  four-room  building  is  being  erected  on  the  site  of  the 
McKinley  school,  according  to  plans  submitted  by  the  State  Board. 
Sanitary  waterless  toilets  are  being  installed  in  the  Grant,  Franklin 
and  Wm.  Penn  schools  this  summer.  When  these  improvements  are 
completed  all  our  buildings  will  be  in  an  excellent  condition. 


TITUSVILLE— Henry  Pease. 


During  the  year  1916-1917  the  schools  of  Titusville  were  handi- 
capped by  a  number  of  unusual  dififlculties."  In  common  with  all 
the  schools  of  the  State  we  suffered  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  by 
the  quarantine  placed  on  the  schools  by  the  State  Board  of  Health. 
This  shortage  was  made  up  by  cutting  the  Christmas  vacation  one 
week,  omitting  the  Easter  vacation,  and  continuing  schools  two  weeks 
later  in  June.  During  the  winter  shortage  of  fuel  rendered  it  diffi- 
cult, and  at  times  impossible,  to  keep  all  the  buildings  warm  enough 
to  use.  But  no  school  was  closed  more  than  a  day  or  two  at  a  time. 
Forty-five  pupils  from  our  high  school  and  eighth  grade  left  school 
for  the  last  few  weeks  to  work  on  farms.  Of  this  number,  only  one 
returned  permanently  to  sch  ol,  all  remaining  on  the  farms  and  ren- 
dering acceptable  service.  O  school  board  excused  for  this  work 
only  such  pupils  as  were  making  passing  grades.  We  had  a  very 
few  who  were  below  grades  who  left  and  will  take  delinquent  exami- 
nations in  September  or  repeat  the  work,  as  they  choose.  It  is 
impossible  to  tell  until  fall  what  the  effect  of  this  absence  from 
school  may  have  on  pupils  who  were  below  the  senior  class  in  the 
high  school.  All  seniors  whose  work  was  acceptable  up  to  the  time 
of  their  leaving  to  engage  in  agricultural  work  were  graduated  with 
their  class. 
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No  part  of  our  school  system  is  showing  greater  improvement  or 
doing  more  to  meet  the  needs  of  those  who  do  not  contemphite  a 
college  course  than  the  commercial  department  of  the  high  school. 
It  has  become  an  integral  part  of  our  high  school  work  and  the 
pupils  in  this  department  are  sliowing  genuine  jtower  to  do  things, 
both  in  school  and  after  graduation.  Our  commercial  course  is  a 
four  years'  course  well  balanced  between  business  subjects  and  gen- 
uine academic  studies.  It  has  demonstrated  its  right  to  existence 
and  that  a  commercial  course  can  be  really  educational  at  the  same 
time  that  it  prepares  young  people  for  practical  things. 

Our  school  board  has  started  a  movement  to  try  to  interest  girls 
of  over  age  in  all  grades  above  the  sixth  to  enter  the  household  arts 
course  for  two  years  instead  of  dropping  out  of  school  and  obtain- 
ing no  further  education.  We  hope  to  give  many  girls  a  preparation 
for  home  making  which  they  now  seriously  lack. 

On  the  whole,  we  can  report  a  successful  year,  especially  in  the 
growth  of  a  fine  spirit  in  the  schools,  and  more  noticeably  in  the 
high  school,  under  the  wise  administration  of  Principal  Lee  M. 
Green. 


TYRONE— W.  W.  Raker. 


War  is  no  respector  of  persons  or  positions.  It  calls  the  young, 
the  strong,  the  able.  When  the  first  call  for  volunteers  came  in  May, 
Superintendent  J.  L.  Gaunt  responded.  He  was  sent  to  Fort  Niagara, 
New  York,  for  training  in  the  OflQcers'  Reserve  Corps.  With  charac- 
teristic energy  and  ability  he  applied  himself  to  tlie  task,  with  the 
result  that  he  was  commissioned  Captain  J.  L.  Gaunt,  and  assigned 
to  Division  29,  United  States  Army,  stationed  at  Camp  McClellan, 
Anniston,  Alabama. 

In  August  the  i)rincipal  of  the  high  school  was  elected  to  the  un- 
expired term.  The  new  superintendent  submits  the  following  report 
of  the  activities  of  the  year  1916-17.  ^ 

The  enrollment  in  the  schools  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of 
Tyrone.  It  numbered  1 ,798.  Of  this  number  348  belonged  to  the  high 
school.  This  school  has  had  a  very  rapid  growth.  It  was  housed  in 
a  comparatively  new  building,  built  in  1911.  Crowded  conditions 
made  work  difficult.  After  considerable  planning  and  discussion,  the 
adjoining  property  was  purchased,  a  large  dwelling  thereon  remod- 
eled and  put  in  use  for  school  purposes.  The  hope  is  that  within 
a  short  time  a  school  building  suited  to  more  modern  purposes  may 
be  erected. 
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In  line  with  tlie  growing  need  for  reorganization  of  onr  schools,  the 
Board  of  Education  adopted  the  Six-Six  plan.  A  course  of  study 
to  carr}'  out  this  plan  was  arranged  and  adopted.  In  the  last  three 
years,  the  greatest  elasticity  possible  was  provided.  In  the  course 
is  included  the  State  Vocational  Course  for  Girls.  Only  the  first 
three  years  of  this  course  was  put  in  operation  for  the  present  year. 
On  account  of  proper  buildings  the  course  is  really  organized  as  ^'six- 
two-four.-'  It  is  hoped  that  a  better  arrangement  can  be  made  in  the 
near  future. 

In  line  with  the  effort  to  re-adjust  the  course  of  study,  cooking 
and  woodworking  have  been  placed  as  regular  subjects  in  the  seventh 
and  eighth  grades.  To  show  that  this  work  is  real  work,  the  wood- 
working classes,  under  the  direction  of  the  teacher,  constructed  and 
finished  2tt  tj^pewriting  desks  for  use  in  the  commercial  work.  This 
became  a  practical  problem  and  proved  well  worth  the  effort  involved. 

War  has  made  such  a  demand  for  men  that  many  vacancies  have 
been  created  in  office  work  for  women.  This  has  reacted  on  the  school. 
Our  Commercial  Department  has  increased  in  two  years  over  300  per 
cent.  Extra  teachers  made  this  work  more  effective.  Many  of  our 
students  were  not  permitted  to  finish  the  course  of  study  because  of 
positions  being  ottered  for  immediate  acceptance. 

The  purchase  of  the  adjoining  property  enabled  the  school  to  fill 
a  long  felt  need — a  separate  room  for  a  librarj^  The  Board  of  Edu- 
cation provided  the  equipment,  at  a  cost  of  six  hundred  dollars, 
and  a  librarian  who  devoted  entire  time  to  this  line  of  work.  The 
school  has  furnished  a  large  part  of  the  books  which  now  number 
over  1,000  volumes.  The  daily  attendance  for  the  year  averaged  204. 
Under  the  direction  of  an  efficient  librarian  splendid  use  was  made  of 
the  library.  A  notable  betterment  in  the  kind  of  reading  was  shown 
during  the  year. 

The  library  was  extended  to  the  Logan  Avenue  Building.  Sectional 
cases  were  provided  for  each  grade  and  books  suitable  to  the  grade 
were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  children.  An  effort  Avill  be  made 
this  year  to  further  this  movement  and  extend  it  to  other  buildings. 

A  ''Grand  Piano"  has  been  the  dream  of  the  high  school  for  several 
years.  Last  year  witli  the  aid  of  musical  friends  in  town,  tlie  musical 
production  "Saul"  was  given.  During  the  past  year  the  music  super- 
visor of  the  public  schools  directed  the  opera  "Miss  Bob  White."  It 
was  given  by  the  high  school  students  unassisted.  These  two  enter- 
tainments furnislied  a  large  jtart  of  the  fund  necessary  to  the  pur- 
chase of  a  "Mason  and  Hamlin."    The  "Grand  Piano"  is  now  a  reality. 

In  order  to  teach  the  "thrift"  idea  there  was  installed  by  the 
Educational  Thrift  Service  a  School  Savings  Bank.  When  the  term 
closed  in  eTune,  the  bank  having  been  in  operation  only  three  months, 
the  children  had  deposited  |514.00. 
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With  the  growth  of  the  town  in  recent  years,  every  grade  school 
has  become  overcrowded.  In  order  to  overcome  this  condition  the 
Park  Avenne  Building  is  being  remodeled  and  enlarged  at  a  cost  of 
^5,000.  When  it  is  occupied  early  in  the  autumn,  it  will  be  a 
"modern"  school  in  every  respect,  and  will  provide  suitable  accomioo- 
dations  for  325  pupils. 


UNIONTOWN— C.  N.  McCune. 


The  Uniontown  schools  continue  to  grow.  The  total  enrollment 
for  the  year  was  three  thousand  two  hundred  ninety-seven.  Six  hun- 
dred eighty-five  of  these  pupils  attended  the  high  school.  The  attend- 
ance for  the  year  was  good;  the  attitude  of  the  patrons  was  com- 
mendable ;  the  work  of  the  teachers  was  of  high  order. 

Just  a  few  days  before  the  Christmas  holidays,  the  whole  school 
system  was  greatly  surprised  by  the  announcement  of  the  election 
of  Superintendent  F.  W.  Wright  to  the  office  of  Deputy  State  School 
Commissioner  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Wright  immediately  tendered 
his  resignation  and  it  was  accepted  by  the  Board.  There  was  on  the 
one  hand,  universal  regret  that  the  Uniontown  schools  must  lose 
so  capable  a  superintendent,  and,  on  the  other,  general  genuine  satis- 
faction that  a  worthy  man  was  receiving  a  deserved  promotion. 
Several  weeks  later,  the  high  school  principal  was  elected  to  the 
superintendency,  the  schools  having  been  in  the  meantime  under  the 
care  of  Assistant  Superintendent  Ella  Peach,  who  for  more  than 
forty  years  has  been  dedicated  to  the  public  schools  of  Uniontown. 

The  past  school  year  has  seen  two  more  splendid  new  buildings 
added  to  our  school  plant.  The  new  Park  Building  is  now  completed 
and  the  new  Central  Building  is  nearing  completion.  The  two  build- 
ings will  cost  about  |225,000.00,  and  are  models  of  usefulness,  beauty, 
and  substantialness. 

The  school  authorities  have  attempted  to  interest  the  public  in 
the  work  of  the  schools.  Patrons'  night  in  high  school  brought  out 
nearly  one  thousand  patrons  to  see  the  regular  work  of  the  schools. 
The  school  was  dismissed  for  the  afternoon,  and  the  afternoon  work 
was  done  in  the  evening.  While  the  pupils  and  teachers  work  at 
such  a  time  under  adverse  conditions,  yet  we  have  found  the  visiting 
patrons  immensely  pleased,  and  we  are  convinced  that  there  is  no 
better  way  of  familiarizing  patrons  with  the  work  of  the  schools 
than  by  this  night  session.  Patrons'  Day  in  the  elementary  schools 
brought  out  great  numbers  of  interested  parents  and  friends. 
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The  public  was  given  every  opportunity  to  use  the  school  plant. 
A  night  school  was  conducted  for  five  months.  The  gymnasium  was  in 
use  every  evening  through  the  winter  season  and  proved  a  veritable 
social  center  for  the  boys  and  young  men  of  the  city.  A  lecture  and 
entertainment  course  provided  a  series  of  very  enjoyable  entertain- 
ments for  the  public  at  a  slight  cost.  The  high  school  auditorium 
was  used  by  the  various  organizations  of  the  city  from  time  to  time. 

The  schools  attempted  to  do  their  part  in  the  campaign  for  in- 
creased food  production  by  undertaking  the  project  of  school  gardens. 
While  considerable  produce  was  raised,  the  most  important  result, 
perhaps,  of  this  undertaking  was  the  example  it  set  for  individual 
gardens.' 

Before  the  close  of  school,  plans  had  been  completed  for  several 
important  innovations  for  the  coming  school  year.  Spanish,  office 
practice,  and  domestic  art  were  added  to  the  high  school  cur- 
riculum, and  a  system  of  supervised  study  was  adopted  for  the  high 
school.  This  plan  calls  for  hour  periods  with  the  first  half  devoted 
to  recitation  and  the  second  to  study  under  the  supervision  of  the 
teacher.  It  is  believed  that  this  plan  will  promote  efficient  study 
and  reduce  greatly  the  percentage  of  failures. 

Notwithstanding  the  unsettled  conditions  of  last  spring  due  to 
war  conditions  and  to  the  late  closing  of  the  schools,  the  schools 
closed  well.  One  hundred  nine  students  were  graduated  from  the 
high  school.  It  was  plain  that  the  school  year  had  been  satisfactory 
to  pupils,  teachers  and  the  public. 


UPPEK  DARBY  TOWNSHIP— H.  M.  Mendenhall. 


The  school  work  in  Upper  Darby  was  considerably  broken  up  during 
the  1916-1917  term.  First,  the  paralysis  quarantine  cut  one  month 
from  our  work.  Second,  the  old  high  school  building  was  moved 
to  make  way  for  a  new  building,  thus  making  it  necessary  to  hold 
the  high  school  classes  in  an  overcrowded  grammar  school.  Third, 
a  grammar  school  which  should  have  been  ready  for  occupancy  prior 
to  October  2,  was  not  completed  until  Thanksgiving. 

All  of  these  hindrances  combined  to  make  the  work  of  organiza- 
tion and  supervision  very  difficult.    The  results  which  were  obtained 
in  June  could  never  have  been  had  with  any  but  a  loyal  and  co- 
operating teaching  force  and  community. 
24 
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An  experienced  social  worker  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  attend- 
ance of  school  children.  This  proved  a  profitable  investment  for 
everyone.  Two  trips  were  made  to  the  homes  of  delinquents  before 
a  prosecution  was  begun.  Usually  these  visits  with  their  accompa- 
nying explanations,  brought  the  desired  results.  There  were  only 
three  prosecutions  during  the  term.  Much  misery  was  relieved  in 
connection  with  this  department. 

One  distinct  advantage  of  this  plan  was  the  fact  that  parents  were, 
in  almost  ever}'  case,  willing  to  have  the  social  worker  take  their 
children  who  needed  such  care,  to  I'hiladelphia  clinics.  Many  defects 
were  cleared  up  in  this  co-oi)erative  way.  The  plan  of  the  social- 
worker-truant-officer  will  be  continued  during  1017  1018. 

A  ten  room  grammar  school  was  completed  in  November  at  a  cost 
of  .f!72,000.  Besides  the  ten  class  rooms,  there  is  a  large  auditorium 
which  in  later  years  can  be  divided  into  four  class  rooms,  teachers' 
rest  room,  board  room,  girls'  plaj'  rooms  and  boys'  play  rooms. 

In  May,  ground  was  broken  for  a  new  high  school  building  whicli 
will  cost  almost  |200,000.  This  building  will  house  the  Junior  Higli 
School  and  a  Senior  High  School. 

The  main  entrance  will  lead  to  a  corridor  which  runs  the  length 
of  the  building.  Grouped  near  the  entrance  will  be  the  office,  board 
room,  teachers'  room  and  library.  Directly  opposite  the  front  en- 
trance will  be  the  auditorium.  This  will  have  the  inclined  floor, 
gallery  and  stage  with  dressing  rooms. 

Inclined  exits  will  lead  from  the  auditorium  to  the  grounds.  There 
will  also  be  on  the  nmin  fioor  six  class  rooms,  two  recitation  rooms, 
girls'  lockers  and  toilet  rooms. 

Besides  the  heating  and  ventilating  sj^stems  in  the  basement,  there 
will  be  room  for  domestic  science,  manual  training,  sewing,  bicycle 
storage,  book  and  supply  storage.  In  the  front  of  the  basement  there 
will  be  a  large  lunch  room. 

The  science,  drawing,  music  and  commercial  dei)artments  will 
occupy  the  second  floor  together  with  two  class  rooms  and  locker 
and  toilet  rooms  for  both  boys  and  girls.  The  contract  calls  for  the 
completion  of  this  building  June  1,  1018. 

Cooking  classes  were  organized  in  three  of  the  grammar  schools  in 
January.  Tliis  work  was  done  by  student  teachers  from  Drexel  In- 
stitute. There  were  ten  of  these  young  women  who  came  to  the 
schools  on  ditferent  daj's.  The  girls  of  the  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth 
grades  formed  the  classes.  The  school  board  paid  for  the  equipment 
in  the  school  and  the  carfare  of  the  teachers.  Two  additional  schools 
will  be  equipped  during  1017-1018. 

The  retardation  of  pupils  in  the  schools  of  the  district  became  such 
a  problem  that  in  the  fall  of  1010  a  special  room  was  opened  in  one  of 
the  schools  to  which  were  sent  all  children  in  the  outlying  schools  who 
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had  been  retarded  on  account  of  some  physical  ailment.  A  teacher 
with  special  training  in  this  kind  of  work  was  put  in  charge  of  these 
children.  Good  results  were  noticeable  throughout  the  year  so  that 
the  school  board  feels  justified  in  making  this  a  permanent  part  of 
the  school  system. 

The  problem  which  presents  itself  with  ever  increasing  force  is 
that  of  providing  for  the  rapidly  increasing  school  population.  Defi- 
nite plans  for  the  September  opening  can  never  be  laid  in  June  as 
there  is  no  certainty  just  where  the  extra  teachers  will  be  needed. 

The  i^rogress  of  the  schools  during  the  past  year  was  quite  grati- 
fying when  we  consider  the  unusual  handicap  with  which  we  were 
compelled  to  deal. 


VANDEKGRTFT— T.  T.  Allen. 


The  following  is  the  second  annual  report  for  tlie  schools  of  Van- 
dergrif  t : 

The  enrollment  in  the  schools  of  the  borough  has  increased  in  three 
years  from  900  to  2,000.  This  increase  has  been  due  to  consolidation, 
annexation  and  abnormal  growth.  The  result  has  been  that  next  year 
we  will  have  between  600  and  800  children  on  part  time.  This  condi- 
tion can  not  be  remedied  until  the  new  high  school  building  now  in 
process  of  erection  is  finished.  Then  and  only  then  will  it  be  at  all 
I)Ossible  to  give  our  boys  and  girls  the  larger  educational  opportuni- 
ties enjoyed  by  other  progressive  communities. 

Patriotic  spirit  ran  very  high  during  the  year  in  our  schools. 
During  a  reunion  of  the  109th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  a  public  parade 
of  all  the  school  children  was  held  in  their  honor.  This  was  cer- 
tainly an  impressive  sight  and  valuable  to  the  schools  in  that  it 
showed  the  communit}^  what  a  vast  army  of  school  children  there  was 
to  be  educated.  Then  in  April  just  after  the  declaration  of  war 
another  parade  was  held.  With  bands,  drum  corps  and  flags  it  was 
an  unusually  inspiring  event.  And  finally  17  per  cent,  of  the  high 
school  boys  enlisted  under  the  colors.  We  doubt  whether  any  other 
high  school  in  the  country  can  show  as  high  a  percentage  of  enlist- 
ments. By  resolution  of  the  Board  these  were  granted  full  credit 
for  their  year's  work. 

The  most  significant  recent  development  in  our  educational  pro- 
cedure is  the  use  of  standard  tests  and  scales  in  measuring  the 
■efficiency  of  instruction.  It  is  always  dangerous  to  assume  tliat  we 
are  getting  results.  The  use  of  standard  tests  and  scales  enables 
a  superintendent  not  only  to  know  how  his  system  compares  with 
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other  systems,  but  how  the  work  of  each  teacher  compares  with  the 
work  of  every  other  teacher  doing  the  same  grade  of  work.  Their 
use  also  reveals  weaknesses,  and  therefore,  is  a  valuable  aid  in  super- 
vision. Various  standardized  tests  were  used  during  the  past  year. 
The  results  as  a  whole  indicate  that  Vandergrift  children  are  well 
provided  with  the  common  tools  of  knowledge,  which  every  one  recog- 
nizes as  the  basis  of  all  education. 

Writing. 

The  Ayres  scale  was  used.  The  two  essential  factors  in  writing, 
speed  and  legibility,  were  judged.  The  standard  speed  and  legibility 
given  below  are  the  results  of  testing  over  34,000  children  in  56  cities 
in  the  country.  With  the  exception  of  legibility  in  the  sixth  and 
eighth  grades  the  Vandergrift  schools  stand  well  above  the  standard. 
The  unusual  speed  attained  in  the  sixth  and  eighth  grades  would 
indicate  that  too  much  emphasis  has  been  placed  upon  speed  at  the 
expense  of  legibility. 


Grade. 


III. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VII. 

43.8 

51.2 

59.1 

62.8 

67.9 

50.53 

59.2 

88.11 

80.3 

77.72 

39.3 

45.6 

50.1 

56.6 

62.3 

48.25 

51.51 

53.05 

51.88 

64.2 

VIII. 


standard   speed,    

Vandergrift  speed,   

Standard  legibility,   .. 
Vandergrift  legibility, 


73 

88.22 
65.8 
61.98 


Spelling. 

The  standards  given  in  the  table  below  are  according  to  the  Ayres 
Scale.  This  scale  was  formulated  from  testing  70,000  children  in 
84  cities  throughout  the  country.  In  only  one  grade,  the  sixth,  are 
our  schools  up  to  the  standard.  There  is  reason,  however,  for  en- 
couragement because  of  the  fact  that,  over  last  year,  four  grades  show 
improvement  while  only  two  have  lost.  The  total  average  improve- 
ment in  all  grades  in  one  year  was  8.56  per  cent. 


Grade. 


III. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VII. 

67 

79 

68 

79 

70 

66.5 

71.81 

66.16 

80.43 

65.77 

40.3 

71.51 

50.3 

65.46 

68.9 

VIII. 


standard,    

Vandergrift    '17, 
Vandergrift    '16, 


84 

75.52 

78.7 


Reading. 

The  Starch  silent  reading  tests  were  used.     Both  speed  and  com- 
prehension were  tested.     By  "speed"  we  mean  the  average  number 
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of  words  read  silently  per  pnpil  in  one  second.  "Comprehension" 
means  the  average  number  of  words  written  per  pnpil  which  accu- 
rately reproduce  the  thought  of  the  passage  read.  Pupils  were  al- 
lowed 30  in  which  to  read  silently.  The  results  below  are  given  for 
both  the  A  and  B  class  in  each  grade.  The  results  show  that  out  of 
a  total  of  22  classes,  Vandergrift  is  well  above  standard  in  all  but 
six  classes. 

Speed. 


Grade. 

3A. 

4B. 

4A. 

5B. 

5A. 

6B. 

6A. 

7B. 

7A. 

8B. 

8A.- 

Standard,   

Vandergrift,    

2.1 
2.05 

2.25 
2.09 

2.4 
2.4 

2.6 
2.93 

■  2.8 
3.29 

3. 
3.21 

3.2 

3.81 

3.4 

3.94 

3.6 
4.45 

3.8 
3.55 

4.0 
3.76 

Comprehension. 


Grade. 


3A. 

4B. 

4A. 

5B. 

6A. 

6B. 

6A. 

7B. 

7A. 

8B. 

24. 
34.65 

26. 
30.31 

28. 
30.18 

30.5 
32.69 

33. 
42.41 

35.5 

45.05 

38. 
41.95 

41.5 
44.95 

45. 
55.03 

47.5 
42.98 

8A. 


Standard,     

Vandergrift,    — 


50. 
38.52 


Arithmetic. 

In  the  fundamentals  of  arithmetic  the  Courtis  Standard  Kesearch 
Tests  were  used.  The  following  table  shows  the  standing  of  Vander- 
grift compared  with  other  cities  and  based  upon  recent  data.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  the  fact  that  in  the  four  fundamentals  there  is  a 
very  great  difference  in  results  between  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades. 
This  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  special  drill  exercises  were  used 
above  the  fifth  grade  and  not  in  the  fifth  grade.  This  interesting  fact 
suggests  the  wisdom  of  using  these  drill  exercises  in  the  fifth  grade 
also. 


Addition. 


V. 

VI. 

vn. 

VIII. 

5.7 

7.0 

7.5 

9.4 

6.6 

8.3 

9.0 

10.4 

3.6 

5.4 

6.3 

7.1 

3.0 

3.9 

4.8 

6.4 

5.2 

5.7 

6.6 

7.5 

3.6 

4.4 

4.9 

5.8 

4.1 

6.4 

6.9 

8.5 

4.1 

6.1 

7.4 

9.4 

3.9 

5.7 

6.6 

7.7 

Detroit  (May,   1915),   

Boston  (May,   1915),   

Otiier  cities  (May,   1915),   .. 

Kansas   (Jan.,    1915),    

Iowa  (.June,   1915),  

Indiana  (May,   1915),   

Salt  Lalce  City  (June,  1915) 

Average   (all   above),   

Vandergrift   (June,   1917),   . 


5.8 
5.6 
4.0 
3.1 
5.6 
3.9 
4.3 
4.6 
4.6 


Multiplication. 


VI. 


7.2 

7.2 

5.8 

4.7 

6.7 

5.1 

5.3 

6. 

8.38 


VII. 


7.8 
8.2 
8.6 
5.9 
8.2 
6.9 
7.1 
7.4 
8.5 


VIII. 


9.3 
8.5 
8.3 
9.5 
7.3 
8.3 
8.7 
11.1 
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Subtraction. 


V. 

VI. 

VII. 

VIII. 

7.9 

8.6 

9.9 

12.5 

7.7 

9.5 

10.3 

11.8 

5.6 

7.S 

8.9 

10.3 

4.0 

5.9 

7.2 

7.7 

7.0 

8.0 

9.2 

11.1 

5.0 

6.5 

7.9 

8.9 

5.2 

7.8 

8.8 

9.8 

6.1 

7.7 

8.7 

10.3 

5.3 

10.1 

10.6 

12.1 

Detroit    (May,    1915),    

Boston    (May,    1915),    

Other  cities  (May,   1915),   

Kansas  (.Jan.,  1915),  

Iowa   (.June,   1915),   

Indiana   (May,   1915),   

Salt  Lake  City  June,  1915), 

Average    (ail   above),    

Vandergrift   (.June,    1917),   


Division. 


4.6 
4.9 
3.7 
2.0 
5.0 
2.6 
3.0 
3.7 
3.1 


VI. 


7.3 
7.4 
5.7 
3.5 
6.3 
4.8 
5.5 
5.8 


VII. 


6.7 
5.3 
8.0 
6.7 
7.7 
7.5 
6.3 


VIII. 


11.7 

11.0 
9.3 
7.2 

10.9 
9.1 
9.5 
9.8 

11.4 


WAKREN— R.  T.  Adams. 


On  June  22nd,  and  28th,  we  closed  a  rather  unsatisfactory  school 
year.  All  the  schools  except  the  high  school  and  junior  high  school 
closed  on  the  22nd  of  June.  At  first  it  was  decided  to  keei>  the 
schools  open  only  one  hundred  seventy-six  (17G)  days  because  of  the 
late  opening,  but  it  was  discovered  later  that  the  high  school  must 
be  kept  open  one  hundred  eighty  (ISO)  days  in  order  to  fulfill  the 
requirements  of  the  law  governing  a  first  grade  high  school.  At  the 
beginning  of  tlie  year  the  fear  of  an  infantile  paralysis  epidemic 
caused  the  schools  to  open  a  month  later  than  usual,  and  in  the 
latter  half  of  the  year  the  war  caused  most  of  our  high  school  stu- 
dents to  think  more  of  patriotism  tlian  of  their  studies.  Some  of 
tlie  boys  enlisted,  some  went  to  work  on  fanns,  and  nearly  all  of  the 
others  joined  the  high  school  cadet  corps  or  the  Boy.  Scouts.  Most 
of  the  girls  joined  the  Red  Cross  or  Girl  Scouts.  The  Boy  Scouts 
cdd  much  planting  and  cultivating  in  vacant  lots  and  even  fields,  and 
the  girls  assisted  in  the  Red  Cross  work.  The  high  school  building 
became  a  veritable  center  of  patriotic  activities.  A  first  aid  evening 
class  had  about  one  hundred  (100)  members. 

Sixty  (60)  students  were  graduated  from  the  high  school,  the 
largest  class  in  the  histoiy  of  the  school.  The  enrollment  in  the  high 
school  was  four  liundred  thirty-three  (433)  the  largest  in  the  history 
of  the  school.  A  study  of  the  records  for  the  last  five  years  shows 
an  increasing  growtli  of  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  upper  grades  of 
the  elementaiy  schools.  The  average  percentage  of  pupils  in  each 
of  the  elementary  grades  for  the  last  five  (5)  years  is  as  follows: 
First  grade,  15,9%;  2nd,  13.6%;  3rd,  14%;  4th,  13.8^0 ;  5th,  11.8%; 
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(Jth,  10.9% ;  7th,  9.3%  ;  8tli,  10.1%.  The  percentage  of  pupils  in  each 
of  the  elementary  grades  for  the  present  year  are  as  follows:  First 
grade,  15%;  2nd,  12.8%, ;  3rd,  12.3%  ;  4th,  14.7%;  5th,  12.3%  ;  Gth, 
11.5%;  7th,  10.3%;  8th,  11.5%.  The  percentage  of  pupils  in  each 
grade  in  all  the  schools  including  the  high  school  and  kindergartens 
is  as  follows:  Kindergarten,  3.7%  ;  first  grade,  12%  ;  2nd,  10%  ;  3rd, 
10%;  4th,  127c;  5th,  10%;  Cth,  9.4%;  7th,  8.5%;  8th,  9.4%;  9th, 
G.2% ;  10th,  3.5% ;  11th,  3%  ;  12th,  2.4%.  The  kindergartens  were 
small  in  the  second  half  of  the  year.  All  these  facts  show  that  the 
educational  interests  of  the  community  are  growing  and  that  our 
pupils  are  remaining  longer  in  school  than  in  former  years. 

In  November  we  made  a  study  of  the  age  and  grade  of  the  ele- 
mentary pupils  and  found  that  20%  of  the  1st  grade,  13%  of  the 
2nd,  18%  of  the  3rd,  9.4%  of  the  4th,  14.7%  of  the  5th,  6.9%  of  the 
Gth,  14.2%  of  the  seventh  and  11. G%  of  the  8th  were  below  the  normal 
age  for  the  respective  grades;  that  68.9%  of  the  1st  grade,  44.2%  of 
the  2nd,  46.7%  of  the  3rd,  46%  of  the  4th,  38%  of  the  5th,  44%  of 
the  6th,  37%  of  the  7th,  40.2%  of  the  8th,  were  of  normal  age  for  the 
respective  grades;  and  that  11%  of  the  1st  grade,  42.5%  of  the  2ud, 
34.3%  of  the  3rd,  45.5%  of  the  4th,  42%  of  the  5th,  49%  of  the  6th, 
48%  of  the  7th,  48%  of  the  8th  grade  were  above  the  normal  age  for 
the  respective  grades.  In  determining  the  normal  age  we  called  a 
tirst  grade  jnipil  normal  if  he  was  six  (6)  years  old  on  the  first  day 
of  September,  a  second  grade  pupil  normal  if  he  was  seven  (7)  years 
of  age  on  the  first  day  of  September,  etc.  The  majority  of  those  above 
and  below  normal  age  were  less  than  one  year  above  or  below  the 
normal. 

In  October  a  school  savings  bank  was  installed  in  each  of  the 
schools.     The  children  opened  1,291  accounts  and  deposited  |2,700. 

In  November  a  citizenship  class  was  organized  and  about  fifteen 
(15)  foreigners  were  admitted.  The  class  was  continued  until  June 
with  considerable  interest.  Italians,  Swedes,  Hungarians  and  Poles 
v.'orked  side  by  side  in  complete  harmony,  each  determined  to  learn 
the  P^nglish  language  and  become  an  American  citizen. 

In  two  of  our  grade  buildings  we  have  flourishing  Parent  Teacher 
Associations.  Ilie  one  in  the  fourth  ward  building  has  been  organ- 
ized for  over  two  years,  and  much  good  has  been  accomplished.  The 
one  in  the  Jefferson  Street  building  was  organized  this  year,  and 
l)r()mises  to  be  a  very  beneficial  adjunct  to  the  school. 

Although  the  summer  vacation  is  short  we  have  organized  a  vaca- 
tion school  for  the  exceptional  pupils  as  usual.  We  gave  the  children 
one  week  of  vacation,  and  then  admitted  them  to  a  two-months  ses- 
sion. It  is  hoped  that  a  fear  of  an  epidemic  \vill  not  hold  us  up  this 
fall,  and  that  the  patriotic  fervor  of  the  boys  and  girls  will  not  take 
them  from  their  school  duties, 
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WASHINGTON— T.  G.  McCleary. 


The  schools  of  Washington,  Pa.,  were  open  180  days  during  the 
year  with  a  total  enrollment  of  4,200,  six  hundred  thirty-six  (630) 
of  which  were  in  the  high  school.  ^ 

Our  high  school  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  school.  Ninety- 
two  (92)  were  graduated  at  the  two  commencements  during  the  year, 
fifty-six  (56)  girls  and  thirty-six  (36)  boys.  Our  largest  graduating 
classes  have  been  the  fourth  and  fifth  years  after  the  opening  of  our 
grammar  school  on  the  department  plan,  eighty-five  (85)  last  year 
and  ninety-two  (92)  this  year.  During  the  year  1913,  thirty-seven 
(87)  were  graduated. 

The  eighth  grade  has  been  centralized  for  the  past  five  years  and 
the  work  has  been  done  on  the  departmental  plan.  During  the 
second  semester  of  this  year  the  work  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  grades 
in  the  fifth  ward  has  been  carried  on  departmentally  with  very  good 
results.  There  were  three  teachers,  one  teacher  taught  all  of  the 
grammar,  writing  and  drawing;  another  taught  geography,  spelling 
and  directed  the  gymnastics ;  the  third  taught  arithmetic,  music  and 
directed  the  story  work ;  the  balance  of  the  work  was  carried  on  by 
each  teacher  in  her  own  room. 

For  almost  two  years  we  have  had  a  teacher  of  Speech  Correction 
with  excellent  results.  There  are  about  one  hundred  i^upils  needing 
this  work  and  all  have  been  materially  helped.  We  found  a  few 
cases  where  an  operation  would  be  necessary  in  order  to  obtain  the 
best  results.  Our  special  teacher  visited  the  different  ward  buildings 
once  a  week  and  gave  the  pupils  individual  work. 


WAYNESBORO— J.  H.  Eeber. 


The  total  enrollment  in  the  Waynesboro  schools  for  the  year  was 
1,990,  an  increase  of  408  over  last  year,  which  increase  was  due 
largely  to  borough  extension.  The  high  school  had  an  enrollment  of 
262,  of  which  125  are  girls  and  137  boys.  The  consolidated  grammar 
school  had  enrolled  131  girls  and  142  boys,  total  273. 
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The  schools  were  disturbed  to  a  considerable  extent  during  the  year 
by  an  epidemic  of  measles,  also,  on  account  of  a  number  of  cases  of 
mumps  and  wh^ping  cough.  A  section  of  Washington  township  was 
added  to  the  borough  of  Waynesboro,  increasing  the  enrollment  in  the 
borough.  These  pupils  having  had  but  a  seven  months'  term  many 
of  them  were  backward  and  irregular  in  their  studies,  consequently 
the  year's  work  had  been  a  hard  one  for  our  teachers. 

For  the  first  time  Waynesboro  school  district  held  a  separate  insti- 
tute. The  instructors  were  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordiner,  Miss  Mary  Harris, 
Dr.  Ezra  Lehman,  Miss  Carmody,  Dr.  C.  D.  Koch,  Prof.  Maurice  Low, 
Supt.  L.  E.  McGinnes,  and  Dr.  Chas.  C.  Ellis,  the  teachers  and  direc- 
tors also  taking  an  active  part  in  the  programs.  The  instruction 
was  of  a  high  order,  the  kind  that  applies  directly  to  the  work  of  the 
teacher  in  the  class  room. 

The  senior  play  "The  Co-Ed,"  was  given  in  line  style  on  Friday 
evening.  May  11,  to  an  audience  of  about  one  thousand  people.  The 
crowded  house  and  the  attention  given  are  evidences  of  what  our 
people  expect  on  these  annual  occasions.  The  baccalaureate  exercises, 
a  union  service,  was  held  in  the  high  school  auditorium  on  Sunday 
evening,  June  10.  Kev.  J.  Marshall  Rutherford,  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  preached  the  sermon.  On  Tuesday  evening,  June  12,  a  class 
of  eighty  was  transferred  to  the  high  school.  The  first  part  of  the 
program  was  the  transfer  proper  which  consisted  of  parts  by  honor 
members  of  the  class,  music,  and  an  address  by  Dr.  W.  B.  Shriner, 
of  the  Methodist  church.  The  second  part  of  the  program  consisted 
of  an  operetta  '^Bonnybell,"  by  the  class.  On  Thursday  evening,  June 
14,  a  class  of  thirty-three  young  people  was  graduated.  Dr.  W.  A. 
Granville,  President  of  Pennsylvania  College,  gave  the  address  on  this 
occasion. 

The  customary  Thanksgiving  offering  for  the  poor  of  the  town  was 
received  before  the  opening  of  the  afternoon  session  preceding  Thanks- 
giving Day.  The  offering  as  usual  was  large  and  helped  much  in  the 
relief  work  of  the  town. 

Thursday,  May  17,  was  observed  as  Patrons'  Day,  1,653  visits  were 
reported.  Great  interest  was  displayed  on  the  part  of  the  visitors 
and  the  sentiment  was  unanimous  in  praise  for  the  work  of  the 
schools. 

For  the  first  time  medical  inspection  was  provided.  Treatment 
was  advised  for  665  cases.  Notices  were  sent  to  the  parents  of  the 
children  needing  attention  and  many  of  them  responded  immediately. 
The  value  of  medical  inspection  will  depend  upon  the  parents'  wil- 
lingness to  co-operate  with  the  schools  by  securing  prompt  treatment 
for  the  defects  discovered.  In  many  cases  the  troubles  are  not  of  a 
serious  nature  and  the  remedy  is  a  simple  one  if  taken  in  time.  When 
vision,  hearing  or  breathing  is  defective  the  child  is  greatly  handi- 
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capped  in  his  scliool  work,  and  when  teeth  are  bad  the  general  healtli 
of  the  cliikl  is  endangered.  The  health  of  the  child  nuist  be  taken 
care  of  if  good  work  is  to  be  expected.  a 

As  a  whole  the  work  of  the  schools  has  been  good,  but  there  is 
always  room  for  improvement.  We  believe  that  the  schools  of 
Waynesboro  will  continue  to  improve  and  that  there  is  j^et  something 
better  in  store  for  our  children.  We  wish  to  thank  all  who  in  any 
way  may  have  contributed  to  the  success  of  our  schools. 


WEST  CHESTER— Addison  L.  Jones. 


The  greatest  problem  of  the  schools  today  is  the  training  of  our 
3'outh  for  intellectual  and  social  efficiency.  Formerly  the  purpose  of 
an  education  was  generally  considered  the  acquisition  of  knowledge, 
culture  and  mental  discipline ;  later  it  included  the  necessary  training 
to  make  a  living ;  now,  the  schools  attempt  to  do  all  that  was  thought 
of,  and  in  addition,  the  product  must  be  fully  prepared  to  take  up  the 
active  responsibilities  and  the  onerous  duties  of  citizenship. 

The  problem  has  become  so  complex  that  to  bring  to  fruition  all 
the  aims  and  expectations,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  the  in- 
telligent co-operation  of  the  home,  the  press,  and  all  other  social, 
literary  and  benevolent  institutions  in  the  district.  A  failure  of  one 
of  these  assisting  agencies  will  tend  to  hinder  the  progress  and  it 
may  mar  the  product  of  the  schools.  But  withal,  the  schools  of  today 
are  doing  well  in  the  newer  projects  thrust  upon  them,  and  at  the 
same  time  are  giving  the  pupils  fuller  and  better  training  in  the  so- 
called  older  academic  subjects. 

The  courses  of  study  in  the  high  school  have  been  revised  so  that 
all  the  basic  subjects  of  a  good  academic  training  are  found  in  every 
course.  English  is  carried  throughout  the  four  years  in  daily  study 
and  recitation.  Greatly  more  time  is  put  on  constructive  work  than 
formerly.  Oral  composition  is  so  stressed  that  pupils  both  write 
better  in  their  theme  work  and  talk  with  greater  ease  in  their  recita- 
tions and  in  special  discussions.  The  English  in  the  commercial  sec- 
tions has  been  adapted  to  help  prepare  the  students  more  fully  for 
clerical  and  secretarial  duties. 

Every  course  contains  mathematics  sufficient  for  a  practical  edu- 
cation, and  suitable  to  that  course,  not  necessarily  the  same  subjects 
for  any  two  courses.  All  students  take  the  history  of  the  United 
States  and  its  government,  as  well  as  the  State  and  local  govern- 
ment. 
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A  student  who  desires  a  course  different  from  any  offered  may  take 
special  subjects  fitted  to  his  peculiar  needs  and  interests  by  choosing 
subjects  from  any  course.  He  must,  however,  convince  the  superin- 
tendent or  the  principal  that  he  is  guided  by  a  serious  purpose,  and 
his  work  must  continue  of  such  quality  that  there  is  no  doubt  of  his 
earnest  and  persevering  effort.  It  is  the  aim  of  the  school  authorities 
to  give  every  incentive  to  the  earnest  student,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  demand  the  best  efl'ort  of  every  one  and  make  the  possible  loafer  a 
negligible  quantity. 

The  lunchroom  is  a  greatly  appreciated  feature  of  the  schools. 
The  correlation  between  it  and  the  cooking  classes  is  not  as  close  as 
desired,  since  the  rooms  are  too  far  apart.  In  the  near  future  we 
shall  prepare  the  foods  for  the  school  lunches  in  the  domestic  science 
classes,  thus  giving  the  girls  opportunity  in  group  cooking  and 
serving. 

Much  attention  has  been  given  in  the  grades  to  the  subjects  of 
silent  reading  and  oral  composition.  The  greater  part  of  the  reading 
in  after  school  life  is  done  silently.  We  have  too  long  proceeded 
upon  the  basis  that  to  prepare  the  pupils  for  the  reading  they  will 
do  after  they  leave  school  is  to  teach  them  to  read  orally,  and  to 
give  them  a  great  deal  of  practice  in  the  kind  of  reading  they  will 
probably  use  very  little.  Oral  reading  is  entirely  a  different  process 
from  silent  reading  and  has  a  different  purpose.  After  pupils  have 
learned  the  words  so  that  they  can  pronounce  them  and  know  their 
meanings,  the  real  value  of  oral  reading  is  fairly  accomplished. 
]Not  nearly  all  children  can  be  taught  to  be  good  oral  readers,  but 
most  of  them  can  become  good  silent  readers,  so  that  they  will  not 
only  get  tliought  from  the  printed  page  but  they  will  find  life  long 
enjoyment  in  their  books,  magazines  and  papers. 

The  Home  and  School  League  continues  to  wield  a  potent  and 
increasing  influence  in  the  community.  The  topics  discussed  in  the 
several  buildings  are  generally  of  special  interest  to  the  district 
where  the  meetings  are  held.  The  union  meetings  in  the  high  school 
auditorium  usually  consider  subjects  of  general  interest.  The 
open  school  night  meetings,  when  the  vocational  students  are  at 
work,  the  commercial  school  is  in  operation,  and  other  recitations 
going  on,  usually  fill  the  building  to  the  doors.  The  citizens  are  inter- 
ested in  the  schools  as  never  before. 

The  year's  course  was  fairly  well  covered  notwithstanding  the 
month  of  enforced  vacation  in  the  autumn  and  the  removal  of  fifty 
boys  to  work  on  farms  this  spring.  All  extraneous  exercises  were 
eliminated,  holidays  were  shortened  and  the  days  lengthened.  Teach- 
ers and  ])upi]s  worked  witli  an  earnestness  tliat  broiiglit  good  results 
under  untoward  conditions.    All  are  to  be  commended  for  the  hearty 
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manner  in  which  the  ten  months  work  was  done  in  nine  calendar 
months. 

The  year  as  a  whole  has  been  one  of  improvement.  There  is  an 
appreciable  recognition  of  the  many-sidedness  of  education,  which  has 
led  to  deeper  interest  in  school  work  generally,  has  led  to  wider 
reading  in  directed  courses  in  connection  with  the  work  in  all  the 
upper  grades,  has  brought  about  free  and  ofttimes  informal,  thought 
producing  discussion  in  the  several  subjects  of  study.  The  introduc- 
tion of  much  extraneous  related  matter  has  not  lengthened  in  any 
way  the  work  of  the  year,  but  it  has  helped  to  illustrate  and  clarify 
what  was  otherwise  difficult  and  only  partially  understood. 

An  association  of  citizens  has  for  several  years  conducted  play- 
grounds, and  has  done  the  work  so  well  that  the  opposition  to  their 
supervision  has  well  nigh  disappeared.  The  association  has  made 
the  playgrounds  really  recreation  centers,  so  that  the  work  there  is 
actually  a  continuation  of  the  manual  side  of  the  school  curriculum. 
It  is  conceded  that  the  supervised  play  of  four  hundred  children 
together  is  fraught  with  less  danger  to  the  bodies  and  morals  of  the 
children  than  the  playing  of  two  or  three  children  on  the  street  or  in  a 
back  yard. 

The  same  association  has  taken  charge  of  the  home  and  community 
gardens,  of  which  we  have  in  good  condition  at  this  time  (August 
first)  three  hundred  ninety-six.  Two  supervisors  are  appointed  to 
take  charge  of  the  weekly  demonstration  meetings  and  to  visit  the 
individual  gardens  as  often  as  practicable.  The  borough  council 
ploughed  and  prepared  for  the  seeding  of  the  community  lots,  after 
■which  the  boys  and  girls  did  the  planting.  The  gardens  are  cared 
for  by  the  children.  In  many  cases  sufficient  vegetables  are  raised 
to  supply  the  family.  The  supervisors  have  general  charge  of  a 
community  store  where  the  children  manage  and  sell  their  surplus 
crops  at  store  prices,  and  where  the  goods  not  sold  are  canned  or 
dried  by  approved  processes,  again  under  supervision.  It  should 
be  understood  that  this  work  is  done  by  the  children  too  young  to 
be  employed  regularly. 

Boys  in  West  Chester  are  probably  not  more  industrious  than  boys 
in  other  places,  but  it  is  impossible  to  find  a  school  boy  out  of  a  job 
during  vacation.  It  happens  frequently  that  employers  have  their 
boys  engaged  months  ahead.  Last  summer  during  vacation  the  high 
school  boys  alone  earned  $6,144.  It  must  be  remembered  that  ours 
is  only  a  borough  high  school.  The  authorities  attribute  some  of  the 
habits  of  industiy  to  the  introduction  of  the  savings  bank  system  into 
the  schools  in  1890.  It  is  believed  that  the  children  acquire  a  habit 
of  earning  and  at  the  same  time  they  learn  how  to  spend  wisely  and 
save  regularly  through  the  bank — two  most  worthy  habits,  industry 
and  economy. 
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Our  corps  of  teachers  is  composed,  to  a  large  extent,  of  well  in- 
formed, self-sacrificing  and  devoted  men  and  women,  many  of  them 
unusually  skilled  in  teaching  ability  and  tact  in  discipline.  The 
active  co-operation  of  such  a  body  of  teachers  with  mostly  earnest 
students  and  an  intelligent  and  interested  community  made  the 
schools  progressive  and  effective.  The  assistance  which  the  State 
Department  of  Education  and  the  Bureau  of  Industrial  Education 
have  always  extended  so  freely  and  abl}'  is  most  deeply  appreciated. 


WEST  MAHANOY  TOWNSHIP  (Schuylkill  County)— M.  H.  Carey. 


Our  schools  opened  Monday,  October  2,  1916,  with  an  enrollment  of 
1,409  pupils  in  the  several  grades.  Twenty-four  pupils  from  this  dis- 
trict attended  the  Shenandoah  high  school  last  term. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  1916-17  term  the  subject  of  music  was 
added  to  the  course,  and  taught  in  the  several  grades,  under  the 
supervision  of  one  of  our  own  teachers.  Miss  McLaughlin.  The  Har- 
monic system  is  used,  and  the  progress  made  during  the  term  was  very 
satisfactory. 

Twelve  sanitary  Kaustine  toilets  were  installed  in  the  cellar  of 
W^est  Wm.  Penn  school  building  to  replace  the  ancient  toilets  built  in 
the  school  yards.  These  toilets  give  satisfaction.  Others  will  be  in- 
stalled during  this  vacation. 

An  exhibit  in  drawing  and  music  was  held  in  the  Lost  Creek  school 
building  at  the  close  of  the  term.  Teachers  and  pupils  from  the 
district  inspected  the  work  done  in  the  different  schools.  School 
officials  and  many  parents  viewed  the  exhibit,  and  all  expressed 
themselves  as  being  pleased  with  the  work  accomplished  in  these 
two  subjects. 

The  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  district  joined  with  the  teachers, 
pupils  and  citizens  of  Shenandoah  in  a  remarkable  patriotic  parade 
on  Memorial  Day,  May  30th.  It  was  inspiring  to  see  5,000  school 
children,  many  dressed  in  patriotic  costumes,  carrying  flags  and 
banners,  parade  the  streets  of  the  town. 

A  great  many  improvements  will  be  made  during  the  coming 
vacation  which  will  add  to  the  appearance  and  sanitation  of  the 
schools. 
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WILKES-BAKRE— James  M.  Conglilin. 


I  respectfully  submit  to  you  the  auuiuil  report  of  the  schools  of 
Wilkes-Barre  city  for  the  year  endiug  July  1,  1917. 

We  had  iu  the  elementary  school  5,707  boys  and  5,579  girls,  total 
11,346.  From  this  number  460  were  transferred  to  other  public 
schools  in  the  city,  leaving  a  net  enrollment  of  10,886.  The  high 
school  had  929  boys,  1,029  girls,  total  1,958. 

The  total  attendance  this  year  was  somewhat  smaller  than  last 
year.     Tlie  enrollments  for  the  two  years  were  as  follows: 


Elementary  schools. 

High  school,  

Night  schools,   

Totals,    


11,122 

1,899 

623 


10,88« 

1,958 

685 


13,644 


13,529 


Decrease  in  enrollment  115. 

The  closing  exercises  of  the  Evening  Special  Grammar  School  and 
the  Business  and  Higher  English  Courses  were  held  Wednesday 
evening,  April  11th,  with  suitable  exercises.  Addresses  were  made  by 
Miss  Mary  L.  Trescott,  President  of  the  School  Board  and  the  City 
Sui^erintendent.  The  musical  part  of  the  program  consisted  of  num- 
bers by  the  high  school  orchestra  and  patriotic  songs  by  the  pupils. 

This  city  has  a  most  excellent  corps  of  teachers.  Tliej^  may  by 
reason  of  their  training,  be  called  specialists,  as,  with  few  exceptions, 
they  have  had  previous  experiences  in  regular  school  work.  In  the 
elementary  schools  120  have  taught  less  than  15  years  and  130  have 
taught  15  years  and  more.  The  high  school,  including  the  super- 
visors and  special  teachers,  has  18  teachers  who  have  taught  15  years 
or  more  and  00  who  have  taught  less  than  15  years. 

The  retirement  fund  established  a  few  years  ago  is  of  great  import- 
ance to  both  teachers  and  community  in  this  matter.  It  provides 
for  the  future  of  the  teachers  and  leaves  them  free  to  devote  their 
entire  time  and  energies  to  this,  their  life  work.  The  school  will 
never  be  greater  than  the  teaching  force.  Good  supervision  is  helpful 
but  it  is  only  helpful  with  an  intelligent  teaching  body.  It  is  much 
more  effective  if  these  teachers  are  devoted  to  their  profession  and  if 
their  minds  are  untrammeled  by  uncertainty  of  the  future.  With 
such  a  teaching  force  necessary  suggestions  are  immediately  put  into 
practice,  the  efforts  of  all  are  nmde  effective  and  harmony  exists  in 
the  work. 
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The  attendance  of  the  children  is  very  satisfactory.  They  average 
about  1)0  per  cent,  each  month.  For  the  closing  month  of  the  year 
the  boys  average  per  cent,  of  attendance  was  95  and  the  girls  94. 
A  number  of  classes  made  100  per  cent.  They  are  generally  clean 
and  tidy  in  appearance.  Their  health  is  excellent.  The  Board  will 
notice  that  only  6  deaths  were  reported  from  this  entire  number  of 
nearly  14,000  children.  This  ratio  of  1  to  1*,000  is  quite  unusual. 
There  left  school  on  account  of  ill  health  120  pupils.  Of  these  37 
were  from  the  Primary  D  grade  and  IG  from  the  Kindergarten. 

The  course  of  study  is  fixed  by  the  laws  of  the  State.  It  includes 
reading,  writing,  spelling,  geography,  arithmetic,  grammar,  history 
of  the  United  States  and  history  of  Pennsylvania,  physiology  and 
hygiene  and  hmnane  treatment  of  animals. 

In  all  the  schools  of  this  State  these  subjects  must  be  taught,  but 
the  order  and  plan  of  study  may  be  directed  by  the  Board.  This 
forms  what  is  generally  known  as  the  course  of  study.  In  our  city 
the  course  has  been  regulated  mainly  as  to  time  for  each  study. 
Heading  is  given  the  major  portion  of  time  in  the  primary  grades. 
During  this  i)eriod  the  children  are  given  instruction  on  how  to  read, 
and  in  the  grammar  grades  on  what  to  read.  First  we  learn  to  read 
and  later  we  read  to  learn.  The  reading  to  learn  is  very  important 
in  the  grammar  grades.  In  these  grades  we  study  biography,  history, 
literature  and  geography. 

We  have  completed  the  Henry  W.  Palmer  building  and  it  will  be 
occupied  this  year.  It  has  sixteen  rooms  of  which  all  but  four  are 
on  the  first  floor.  It  is  a  brick  building  with  complete  accommoda- 
tions; room  for  the  princi])al  on  the  first  floor  and  ample  rooms  for 
play  in  the  basements.  In  every  particular  it  is  a  first  class  school 
building. 

The  Board  has  taken  up  the  Junior  High  School  problem  and  has 
purchased  two  plots  of  ground  for  buildings  soon  to  be  erected. 

A  course  in  cooking  has  been  introduced  in  the  Grammar  A  and 
B  grades.  It  has  also  included  cooking  and  sewing  for  part  of  the 
pupils  in  the  continuation  schools.  The  cooking  and  sewing  for  the 
continuation  school  were  taught  at  night,  but  next  j-ear  it  will  be 
V  part  of  the  day  school. 

We  had  no  exhibition  of  the  work  in  the  schools  at  the  close  of 
the  term  this  year.  I  liope  the  Board  will  permit  this  exhibit  next 
year.  I  found  it  very  useful  to  have  an  o])portunity  to  see  what  had 
been  done  during  the  year  in  all  our  work  and  particularly  that 
of  manual  training. 

A  short  course  in  interior  decoration  was  introduced  in  the  ad- 
vanced grammar  grades.  Next  year  a  practical  course  in  costume 
design  will  be  added. 
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The  drawing  supervisor  made  twelve  hundred  eighty-six  class  room 
visits  and  gave  nine  hundred  eight  class  room  lessons.  Ten  special 
teachers'  meetings  in  addition  to  the  regular  weekly  meetings  were 
held  by  her. 

In  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  express  most  sincerely  my  deep 
appreciation  of  the  courtesy  shown  me  this  year  by  the  teachers  and 
directors  of  this  city,  and  also  to  Mr.  H.  H.  Zeiser,  Assistant  Super- 
intendent. The  teachers  have  shown  me  marked  consideration,  the 
Board  has  given  sincere  attention  to  the  infirmative  condition  attend- 
ing me  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year,  and  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent Zeiser  has  been  unusually  helpful  all  the  year  through.  I 
should  not  in  consideration  of  these  closer  relations  forget  the 
courtesy  of  the  patrons  of  our  schools.  From  all  of  these  I  have 
been  helped  to  do  the  work  assigned  to  me  to  do. 


WILKINSBURG— James  L.  Allison. 


There  have  been  no  events  of  great  importance  to  take  place  in  the 
school  system  during  the  past  year  but  the  work  has  been  carried  on 
systematically  and  earnestly  by  all  engaged  in  the  system.  The  condi- 
tions confronting  us  during  the  entire  year  on  account  of  lack  of  room, 
caused  by  the  burning  of  one  of  our  buildings,  seemed  to  be  the 
greatest  hindrance  that  we  had  although  the  schools  that  continued 
throughout  the  year  with  half  day  sessions  seemed  to  advance  in 
the  essentials  as  successfully  as  the  schools  that  had  full  sessions. 
There  was  not  the  same  opportunity  for  drill  nor  for  the  work  that 
usually  accompanies  school  work.  The  teachers  spent  much  time 
tutoring  and  holding  conferences  with  their  classes  at  other  times 
than  the  period  set  for  school  work.  This  seemed  to  have  helped 
very  materially  in  keeping  up  the  work  of  the  schools. 

The  School  Board  a  few  years  ago  conceived  the  idea  of  employing 
a  paid  secretary  for  his  entire  time  to  take  charge  of  the  records  and 
books  and  supplies  of  the  school  system.  This  proved  such  a  help 
in  the  school  system  that  the  secretary  was  made  superintendent  of 
buildings,  supplies,  janitors  and  repairs.  This  has  proved  a  splendid 
move  on  the  part  of  the  Board  and  has  relieved  the  responsibility  of 
the  Board  and  the  Superintendent  to  such  a  degree  that  it  seems 
now  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  change  back  to  the  former  manner 
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of  supervising  these  various  departments.  The  secretary  has  been 
employed  for  some  three  years  and  each  j^ar  has  become  more  eflScient 
until  it  is  evident  that  such  a  j)osition  will  be  filled  by  an  efficient 
man  in  the  future. 

During  the  year  at  both  promotions,  the  assignments  were  nuule  on 
the  basis  of  work  done  during  the  semester  rather  than  on  the  basis 
of  final  examinations.  Tests  were  given  at  various  times  tliroughout 
the  semester  and  the  result  of  these  tests  and  the  result  of  the 
daily  work  of  the  pupils  formed  the  basis  for  promotion  and  for 
graduation.  It  is  conceded  by  the  teachers  .and  patrons  that  this  has 
proved  very  satisfactory  and  that  the  results  have  been  as  accurate 
and  satisfactory  as  were  secured  under  the  old  form  of  final  exami- 
nations and  the  nerve  strain  has  been  reduced  very  materially.  There 
is  no  inclination  on  the  part  of  the  Board  or  the  teachers  to  return 
to  the  old  system. 

The  attendance  during  the  year  was  up  to  the  standard  as  there 
were  no  contagious  diseases  that  interfered  with  the  attendance.  The 
late  starting  of  schools  on  account  of  the  epidemic  of  infantile  paraly- 
sis caused  some  inconvenience  but  the  Board  paid  the  teachers  for 
the  month  of  September  and  the  schools  were  closed  by  the  tenth 
of  June,  having  been  in  continuous  session  for  eight  months  and  a 
half,  this  being  two  weeks  shorter  than  the  usual  term.  The  time 
gained  in  omitting  final  examinations  practically  made  up  the  two 
weeks  in  actual  school  work  so  that  there  was  no  time  lost  and  the 
weather  being  cool  in  May  and  June,  the  work  was  continued  with 
vigor  throughout  the  entire  school  term. 

The  Board  could  not  continue  the  summer  schools  as  was  done 
last  year,  on  account  of  financial  conditions  but  many  schools  were 
continued,  the  pupils  paying  the  teachers  for  the  service  rendered. 
These  summer  schools  have  helped  very  materially  in  the  school  work 
and  the  experiment  seems  to  indicate  that  hereafter  such  schools 
will  be  continued. 

Five  playground  centers  were  established  in  the  town  under  the 
supervision  of  interested  citizens,  having  a  board  of  directors  con- 
trolling the  entire  system  and  a  committee  controlling  each  com- 
munity. The  plaA'grounds  have  been  well  equipped  and  have  been 
well  supen'ised  and  the  attendance  has  been  large.  War  gardens 
were  established  in  every  part  of  the  town  on  vacant  ground  and 
tliese  were  in  a  measure  attended  and  operated  by  school  pupils, 
although  not  directly  under  the  supervision  of  the  scliools  yet  the 
schools  bore  a  great  part  of  the  responsibility  of  the  organization. 

The  high  sdiool  was  somewhat  hampered  in  its  closing  work  on 
account  of  tlie  call  for  help  and  on  account  of  the  enlistment  of  many 
of  the  boys  in  the  various  departments  of  the  army  and  navy  so  that 

25 
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our  closing  work  was  not  as  much  concentrated  as  formerlj'  yet  it  is 
assumed  that  all  of  these  conditions  did  not  materially  deter  the 
main  object  of  the  work  of  the  school. 

The  Teachers'  Institute  was  conducted  at  various  times  during 
the  school  year  closing  in  P^'ebruary  and  the  instruction  seemed  to 
be  well  received  by  the  teachers  and  patrons.  The  talent  was  selected 
on  account  of  special  needs  and  the  manner  of  holding  institutes  is 
popular  with  the  teachers. 

ITie  entire  community  is  disappointed  that  the  propost**!  new 
building  is  not  advancing  rapidly  enough  to  be  completed  by  Bep- 
tember  as  was  hoped,  so  the  coming  term  will  be  hampered  somewhat 
c-n  this  account. 

The  enrollment  of  the  liigh  school  reached  the  highest  number  that 
lias  been  attained  since  its  organization  and  the  graduating  class 
although  not  indicating  the  efficiency  of  the  school,  numbered  one 
hundred  and  sixteen  and  the  members  of  the  shorter  Commercial 
Course  were  provided  with  splendid  positions  before  the  closing  of  the 
term,  showing  that  the  work  has  been  appreciated  by  the  business 
corporations  and  institutions  of  the  community.  The  number  of  our 
graduates  who  attend  higher  institutions  of  learning  indicates  very 
clearly  the  efficiency  of  the  Academic  Department  so  that  all  express 
an  appreciation  of  the  work  done  in  our  high  school. 

It  is  fitting  at  this  point  to  express  appreciation  of  the  support 
that  has  come  to  the  schools  from  the  patrons  and  from  the  public 
in  general;  also,  to  express  sincere  appreciation  of  the  unselfish 
service  rendered  by  the  directors  who  have  given  an  unusual  amount 
of  time  and  energy  to  the  schools  during  the  last  year.  It  is  also 
fitting  that  appreciation  be  expressed  to  the  Department  for  all 
assistance  that  has  come  through  its  ministration  in  each  and  every 
line  of  its  service. 


WILLTAMSPORT— F.   W.    Robbins. 


The  School  Term. 

On  account  of  the  State  wide  quarantine  for  infantile  paralysis 
ordered  by  the  State  Board  of  Health,  the  opening  of  schools  was 
delayed  from  the  first  Tuesday  in  September  until  Friday,  September 
29,  1916.  The  schools  were  in  session  17.5  days,  five  days  less  than 
the  legal  requirement.    An  agreement  has  been  made  with  the  Depart- 
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ment  of  Public  Instruction  to  approve  the  sliort  term  as  legal,  with 
the  provision  that  the  following  school  term  be  increased  to  185 
clays.  In  compliance  with  this  agreement  the  Board  has  arranged 
for  a  tenn  of  nine  and  one- fourth  months  for  the  year  11)17-1918, 
The  present  term,  therefore,  closed  on  June  14  with  an  apparent  loss 
of  five  days.  Comitaratively,  the  actual  loss  of  school  time  was  less 
on  account  of  discontinuing  the  usual  play  activities  formerly  held  at 
the  close  of  the  term. 

Elementary  Manual  Training  and  Domestic  Science. 
Some  changes  were  made  at  the  beginning  of  the  term  in  the  admin- 
istration of  the  course  in  manual  training  and  domestic  science  In 
tl-e  grades.  Manual  training  was  extended  to  all  sixth  grade  boys, 
and  one-fourth  day  each  week  was  allotted  in  manual  training  in 
the  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades  respectively.  The  work  for 
girls  in  domestic  science  included  the  same  grades  and  was  given 
the  same  time.  In  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  cooking  was  taught 
one-half  year  and  sewing  one-half  year,  while  in  the  sixth  grade  only 
sewing  was  taught  as  heretofore. 

Continuation  School. 

One  teacher  has  been  sufficient  to  care  for  the  academic  studies 
in  the  continuation  school  during  the  present  teim.  One  hundred 
forty-two  pupils  were  enrolled  with'  a  maximum  attendance  of  about 
100  per  week  or  20  per  day.  The  variable  vocational  work  of 
two  hours  each  day  has  been  carried  on  by  the  regular  teachers  in 
manual  training  and  domestic  science  at  their  respective  centers. 
The  school  this  year  was  an  improvement  over  that  of  last  term  in 
everj'  respect;  and  in  another  year  when  all  children  attending  the 
school  will  be  seventh  grade  or  above,  the  grading  will  be  of  a  more 
uniform  character.  Occasionally  children  who  are  not  sixteen  years 
of  age  leave  the  high  school  for  regular  employment.  Some  special 
provision  should  be  made  for  taking  care  of  these  people,  at  least 
in  their  academic  studies,  for  the  reason  that  the  work  of  continua- 
tion school  is  largely  a  repetition  of  what  they  have  already  accom- 
plished in  the  grammar  grades.  Among  the  meritorious  features 
of  the  school  this  term  were  certain  periods  each  day  devoted  to 
parliamentary  exercises,  including  organization  of  meetings,  discus- 
sion of  topics,  etc.,  and  also  the  excellent  debate  and  evening  enter- 
tainment given  by  the  boys  of  the  school  to  parents  and  teachers. 
The  meeting  was  well  attended  and  the  program  a  credit  to  both 
teacher  and  pupils. 

Compulsor}'  Attendance. 

The  attendance  this  year  has  been   more  irregular  than   usual. 
This  irregularity  has  been  mainly  confined  to  the  chronic  cases  car- 
ried over  from  other  years.     Threats  by  the  Attendance  Officer  and 
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occasional  fines  seem  to  have  only  a  temporary  effect.  Prompt  action 
at  the  beginning  of  the  term,  arrests  and  fines  to  be  repeated  for 
each  offense,  might  bring  better  results.  Often  children  found  on 
the  streets  are  excused  by  their  parents  as  too  ill  to  attend  school, 
and  the  Attendance  Officer  accepts  the  excuse  for  want  of  proof  to 
the  contrary.  A  physician's  certificate  might  be  demanded  in  these 
cases  but  this  entails  an  expense  upon  poor  people  who  can  ill  afford 
it.  The  probabilities  are  that  with  this  negligent  and  unfortunate 
class  of  people  the  attendance  problem  will  always  be  present.  In 
some  way  they  must  be  made  to  feel  that  education  is  both  an  ad- 
vantage and  a  necessity.  This  means  a  campaign  to  assure  the 
interest  and  co-operation  of  their  parents  through  general  school 
activities,  such  as  Parent-Teacher  Associations,  etc. 

Backward  and  Overage  Children. 
We  have  in  Williamsport,  as  in  every  city,  a  number  of  backward 
and  overage  children  for  the  grades  in  which  they  are  placed  due  to 
several  causes,  such  as  irregular  attendance,  poor  health,  foreign  born, 
poor  instruction  in  isolated  communities,  wrong  notions  as  to  the 
right  standard  of  promotion,  physical  and  mental  deficiencies,  etc. 
In  some  instances  these  children  can  be  helped  by  individual  instruc- 
tion. In  other  instances  they  must  take  what  they  can  get  of  the 
material  in  a  given  grade  and  then  be  moved  up  the  next  grade.  A 
special  effort  has  been  made  this  year  to  move  these  overage  children 
into  the  next  higher  grade  wherever  it  has  been  possible  to  do  so. 
In  most  instances  the  retarded  child  will  do  about  as  well  in  the 
grade  above  as  in  the  grade  below ;  he  will  be  much  more  comfortable 
and  less  troublesome  to  the  school  and  to  the  teacher  in  charge  than 
he  would  in  the  grade  below.  The  chief  objection  to  making  these 
promotions  is  that  the  standard  of  efficiency  of  the  school  is  lowered, 
but  in  practice  this  theory  does  not  hold.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the 
smallest  factor  in  school  efficiency  is  that  of  grading  a  pupil  on 
his  relative  proficiency  in  his  knowledge  of  subject  matter.  By  far 
the  most  important  factor  is  the  spirit  of  the  teacher  and  of  the 
school.  The  ideal  grading  is  to  place  the  child  where  he  can  do  the 
best  for  himself,  at  the  same  time  keeping  in  mind  the  interests  of 
the  school  as  a  whole.  Large  boys,  no  matter  how  ignorant  they 
may  be,  are  always  a  menace  to  the  school  containing  small  children. 
For  the  good  of  the  school  they  ought  to  be  transferred  to  a  grade 
containing  larger  and  older  children,  aiid  be  given  individual  instruc- 
tion, both  for  their  own  sake  and  for  that  of  the  school  to  which 
they  have  been  transferred.  A  step  forward,  as  soon  as  the  district 
is  in  a  position  to  do  so,  would  be  to  have  special  schools  or  special 
teachers  take  charge  of  these  backward  or  retarded  children  and  give 
them  individual  help  as  they  may  need  it  in  order  to  bring  theui  u]) 
to  the  grade  in  which  they  are  placed. 
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Open  Air  Schools. 

Two  open  air  schools  have  been  in  operation  as  before.  Twenty- 
five  pupils  are  assigned  to  each  school  by  the  medical  inspector.  As 
they  improve  in  health  they  are  transferred  to  their  regular  schools, 
and  other  children  are  assigned  to  take  the  place  of  those  trans- 
ferred. Twenty-seven  different  pupils  have  attended  the  Stevens 
building  and  twenty-nine  the  Penn  building  during  the  term.  Sev- 
enty-five per  cent,  of  these  children  live  in  four  wards  adjoining  the 
school  building.  Three  wards  had  no  children  in  the  schools  last 
year ;  the  remaining  25  per  cent,  were  distributed  throughout  the  six 
remaining  wards  of  the  city.  Hence  the  work  of  the  open  air  schools 
reaches  a  very  small  part  of  the  school  population  of  the  city,  and  the 
schools  are  demonstration  schools,  ratlier  than  institutions  that  meet 
the  needs  of  the  whole  community. 

Evening  Schools. 

The  attendance  this  year  at  the  evening  schools  has  been  excep- 
tionally low.  This  applied  not  only  to  the  vocational  schools  but  to 
the  elementary  evening  schools  as  well.  More  systematic  advertising 
and  other  effort  to  secure  attendance  were  carried  on  this  year  than 
usual,  but  there  was  little  demand  for  general  evening  school  work. 
The  work  in  the  continuation  school  takes  care  of  a  large  percentage 
of  those  children  who  formerly  attended  the  elementary  evening 
school.  Another  cause  for  the  light  attendance  seems  to  be  the  great 
demand  for  workers  at  exceptionally  high  wages.  The  small  enroll- 
ment in  the  commercial  and  vocational  schools  is  due  somewhat  to  the 
fact  that  the  high  school  is  not  situated  in  the  business  district  of 
the  city.  Then,  too,  the  apparent  grandeur  of  the  high  school  has  in 
some  instances  had  a  deterrent  effect.  Still  another  cause  for  the 
decrease  in  enrollment  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  courses  offered  do 
not  appeal  to  the  people  who  should  attend  evening  schools.  When 
the  evening  millinery  class  was  organized,  we  had  more  applicants 
than  could  be  accommodated,  but  this  is  an  exceptionally  practical 
course. 

School  Gardens. 

Our  school  gardens  this  year  are  again  under  the  capable  direction 
of  Professor  John  W.  Gilmore.  The  number  has  been  increased  from 
200  gardens  last  year  to  1,200  this  year.  They  are  now  community 
gardens  rather  than  gardens  for  school  children  alone.  Men,  women 
and  children  of  all  ages  and  all  walks  of  life  are  enthusiastically 
cultivating  them.  As  many  as  seventy-five  persons  can  be  seen  of 
an  evening  in  the  plot  donated  by  the  Williamsport  Water  Company, 
hoeing,  spraying,  weeding,  planting,  or  gathering  vegetables  for  use. 
Each  garden  is,  on  an  average,  30  feet  square  and  the  total  amount  of 
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land  under  cultivation  is  more  than  twenty-five  acres.  Each  indi- 
vidual paj's  from  fifteen  cents  to  twenty-five  cents  for  his  lot  which 
almost  meets  the  expense  of  plowing  and  harrowing  required  to  place 
the  lot  in  proper  condition  for  planting.  Vegetables  of  all  kinds  are 
grown  and  the  majority  of  the  lots  are  in  splendid  condition,  straight 
rows  and  clear  of  weeds.  If  someone  neglects  his  lot,  it  is  at  once 
assigned  to  another  person  to  be  utilized.  The  indications  are  that 
more  than  ten  thousand  dollars  worth  of  produce  will  be  realized 
from  the  planting,  and  what  is  of  far  greater  importance,  the  garden- 
ing spirit  which  had  practically  passed  out  of  existence,  is  being 
revived.  The  school  district  has  never  made  a  better  investment  than 
this  appropriation  for  the  garden  work. 

The  School  and  Patriotism  . 

A  splendid  patriotic  spirit  of  the  right  kind  has  developed  in  the 
schools  this  year.  Several  boys  from  the  schools  are  working  on 
farms.  Military  drill  exercises  have  been  carried  out  in  the  high 
school  and  grammar  schools  under  the  direction  of  the  supervisors 
of  physical  training.  Special  exercises  with  regard  to  Red  Cross 
work,  contributions,  sewing,  talks  on  first  aid,  etc.,  have  been  entered 
into  enthusiastically  by  teachers  and  pupils,  and  Parent-Teacher  As- 
sociation. 

Prizes. 

The  class  of  1897  has  deposited  a  sum  of  money  in  trust  to  be 
known  as  the  "Martha  C.  Thatcher  Fund,"  the  income  of  which  is 
to  be  awarded  to  the  member  of  the  graduating  class  who  has  made 
the  greatest  progress  under  adverse  circumstances.  This  year  the 
prize  of  ten  dollars  has  been  awarded  to  Earl  Miller,  who,  although 
blind,  has  graduated  with  his  class  with  honor. 


WINTON— John  J.  Judge. 


We  closed  a  successful  school  year  and  the  general  good  will  of 
the  parents  and  the  pupils  of  our  schools  made  the  work  of  the 
teachers  and  the  school  directors  agreeable. 

There  were  fourteen  graduated  from  our  high  school  last  year.  In 
this  class  were  seven  boys  and  seven  girls. 

About  five  thousand  dollars  were  spent  this  year  for  heating  and 
ventilating  systems  in  our  high  school. 

In  many  respects  the  year  was  a  successful  one  due  to  the  wise 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  the  enthusiastic  although 
steady  and  painstaking  work  of  both  the  grade  and  the  high  school 
teachers. 
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YORK— A.  Waimer. 


Notwithstanding  the  enforced  delay  in  opening  the  schools,  and 
their  continuation  late  in  the  spring  by  reason  of  infantile  paralysis, 
the  attendance  was  better  than  the  previous  year  by  one  per  cent. 

The  continuation  schools  were  attended  by  273  boys  and  278  girls, 
.a  total  of  551  for  the  year.  Of  this  number  67  were  non-resident 
jpupils. 

A  questionnaire  tilled  out  by  329  continuation  school  pupils,  the 
■number  in  attendance  in  November  when  the  information  was  sought, 
ifurnished  interesting  data,  some  of  which  is  presented  herewith. 

Reasons  for  Leaving  School. 

Data  in  this  table  and  in  others  following,  as  credited,  compiled 
from  a  questionnaire  submitted  in  November,  1916,  to  329  pupils  then 
in  attendance. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Total. 


Dislike  of  school,  

Necessity,   

Parental  desire,  

Wanted  to  work,   

Want  of  interest  In  school. 


81 

113 

3 

97 

35 


Deceased  Parents. 


From  questionnaire: 


No  Report. 


Father. 


Mother. 


Both, 


Boya, 
•Girla, 


Total  number  reporting:    Boys,   153;   girls,  176. 

Wages  of  Pupils. 
From  questionnaire: 


No  Report. 

Min. 

Max. 

Average. 

"Bovs                                            -            

9 
6 

2.50 
.50 

12.00 
7.35 

5.59 

(Girlfi                                         .    — -    — 

4.22 
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From  questionnaire: 


Contribute  to  support  of  family, 

No  contribution,   

Bank   account,    

No   bank  account,    


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

136 

130 

26S 

17 

46 

63 

67 

26 

93 

86 

150 

336 

Boys'  Choice  of  Vocation. 

From  questionnaire: 

Artist,    1 

Auto  designer, 1 

Brakeman,    1 

Bookkeeping  and  stenograpliy,   3 

Business  man,   10 

Barber,     2 

Baker,    1 

Butcher, 2 

Chemist, 2 

Carpenter,  7 

Color  mixer,    2 

Cigar  maker, 1 

Detective 1 

Electrician, 12 

Fireman,   2 

Farmer,    1 

Grocer, 1 

Jeweler, , 1 

Music  teacher,   1 

Machinist, 33 

Mechanical  engineer, 5 

Mail  carrier, 2 

Moulder, I 

Pattern  maker,    9 

Plumber,    S 

Printer,   8 

Painter,    1 

Policeman, 1 

K.  R.  engineer, 1 

vSalesman 3 

Surveyor,  1 
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Steam  fitter, 1 

Some  trade,    10 

No  data, 22 

Total  reporting,    153 

Girls'  Choice  of  Vocation. 

From  questionnaire: 

Bookkeeping  and  stenography, 25 

Cigar  maker, 2 

Clerkship,    6 

Dressmaking,    19 

Forelady, 2 

Music  teacher,   14 

Millinery, 3 

Trained  nurse, 5 

Weaver,  35 

No  data, 65 

Total  reporting,    176 

The  statistics,  under  the  head  of  choice  of  vocation,  in  accordance 
with  present  inclinations,  as  expressed  by  these  pupils,  are  interest- 
ing. Considered  in  connection  with  present  employment  the  need  of 
vocational  guidance  is  strikingly  shown.  This  is  still  further  accentu- 
ated when  it  is  apparent  that,  with  very  few  exceptions,  present  occu- 
pation is  of  no  practical  value  in  learning  a  trade.  It  consists, 
usually,  in  manual  dexterity  in  a  few  oft  repeated  operations  of  no 
aid  in  any  other  employment. 

In  the  High  School  Co-operative  Course,  which  has  been  discussed 
at  length  in  preceding  annual  reports,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  a 
total  of  137  boys  were  located  in  18  shops  of  the  city  learning  their 
trades. 

The  total  earnings  for  the  past  year  in  this  department  were 
113,633.97. 
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REPORTS  OF  PRINCIPALS  OF  STATE  NORMAL 

SCHOOLS 


FIRST  DISTRICT,  WEST  CHESTER. 


G.  M.  PHILIPS,  Principal. 


The  total  enrollment  of  students  at  the  West  Chester  State  Normal 
School  for  the  year  1916-17  was  1,001.  This  is  exclusive  of  the  Model 
School,  its  attendance  having  been  380,  though,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
about  one-third  of  the  members  of  the  graduating  class  serve  as 
assistant  teachers  to  the  various  other  public  schools  of  West  Chester, 
each  working  there  half  of  each  day  for  three  months,  thus  greatly 
extending  the  scope  and  value  of  their  practice  work. 

In  addition  to  this,  eight  neighboring  one  room  rural  schools  also 
serve  as  practice  schools  for  the  members  of  our  senior  class,  as  we 
supply  assistants  for  them  in  the  same  way,  and  also  give  other 
members  of  the  class  who  had  not  themselves  taught  in  or  attended 
rural  schools  the  opportunity  of  visiting  and  observing  the  teaching 
in  these  schools.  This  rural  school  work  has  now  been  carried  on 
for  four  years  with  increasing  satisfaction  and  profit.  School  boards 
are  anxious  to  have  these  as^^istants. 

Our  Summer  School  enrolled  114  students,  and  continued  for  six 
weeks.  This  is  the  sixth  year  that  this  has  been  in  operation  and 
it  has  proved  to  be  of  great  value  and  is  much  appreciated  by  teachers 
as  well  as  superintendents. 

Our  graduating  class  this  year  numbered  371,  the  largest  number 
that  we  ever  graduated.    Their  previous  preparation  was  as  follows: 

4  years  high  school  courses, 24.5 

3  3'ears  high  school  courses, 59 

2  years  high  school  courses, 31 

High  school  attendance  less  than  2  years, 11 

Partial  or  complete  college  courses, 4 

Ungraded  or  grammar  schools  only,  21 

Average  age  at  graduation,  20.7 

Average  attendance,  weeks,  93 

(393) 
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The  college  courses  given  here  during  the  year  by  professors  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  are  more  successful  every  year.  Last 
year  four  courses  were  carried  on  during  the  whole  year,  giving  a 
possible  aggregate  of  eight  college  credits  at  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Two  hundred  seventy-four  different  college  courses  were 
taken  in  these  classes.  During  the  coming  year  this  will  continue 
to  be  an  important  and  valuable  feature  of  the  school. 

The  new  minimum  salary  bill  passed  by  the  last  Legislature  and 
signed  by  the  Governor,  means  much  to  the  public  schools  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  to  its  teachers.  The  fact  that  graduates  of  State 
Normal  Schools  will  receive  during  their  first  two  years  in  teaching 
not  less  than  |55  per  month,  and  after  they  have  received  their 
diplomas  not  less  than  |60  per  month,  will  be  a  great  encouragement 
for  teachers  to  prepare  themselves  better  for  their  work. 

The  Teachers'  Pension  Bill,  so  wisely  drawn  and  indefatigably 
supported,  marks  a  great  epoch  in  public  education  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  increased  appropriation  to  the  State  Normal  Schools,  while 
not  adequate,  nor  commensurate  with  the  work  which  they  do,  is 
another  important  and  encouraging  step  forward,  and  will  be  of 
decided  advantage  to  the  normal  schools  and  to  public  education  in 
Pennsylvania. 

The  entry  of  the  United  States  into  the  great  world  war  has  an 
important  influence  on  the  normal  schools.  Five  of  our  last  grad- 
uating class  have  entered  the  army  and  many  former  graduates  and 
students  have  done  the  same  thing.  There  is  no  doubt,  of  course,  that 
llie  war  will  interfere  with  the  attendance  of  this  school  as  well  as 
the  schools  generally. 

The  teachers  and  students  of  the  school  raised,  during  the  spring 
term,  more  than  »f600  and  made  and  contributed  more  than  12,000 
pieces  of  hospital  supplies  for  the  Red  Cross  work.  The  school 
organized  its  young  men  for  work  on  surrounding  farms  and  other 
useful  directions  and  proposes  to  continue  this  during  the  coming 
year.  These  young  men  are  proving  to  be  of  great  service  in  hearing 
and  harvesting  crops  and  in  other  useful  work.  The  school  itself  has 
had  under  cultivation  fifty  acres  of  land  where  it  has  raised  as  much 
food  and  forage  as  possible  and  has  done  much  canning  of  vegetables 
and  fruits.  A  strong  feeling  of  loyalty  and  support  of  the  govern- 
ment pervades  this  school  and  its  members  are  anxious  to  do  their 
part  in  every  possible  direction. 
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SECOND  DISTRICT,  MILLEKSVJLLE. 


P.  M.  HARBOLD,  Principal. 


The  enrollment  for  the  year  was  as  follows: 

Normal  School: 

Post  Graduates,    5 

Seniors,   127 

Juniors,  170 

Sophomores,   110 

Freshmen,  103 

Preparatoi*y  Students,  10 

Special  Students, 121 

555 

Model  School: 

High  School, 

Grammar  School,    

Primary  School, 

Kindergarten, 

281 

Summer  School  (1916), 176 

Grand  Total, 1,012 

This  is  a  decrease  of  59  as  compared  with  last  year's  enrollment. 
The  falling  ofl:  in  the  enrollment  was  chiefly  with  the  male  students. 
The  regular  members  of  the  Class  of  1917  numbered  124,  a  decrease 
of  one  over  last  year.  One  of  the  members  of  the  Class  of  1913  fin- 
ished the  studies  of  the  four  year  course,  thus  making  the  number 
of  diplomas  issued  125. 

The  average  age  of  the  Class  of  1917  is  22.44  years.  The  average  age 
of  the  Class  of  1914  was  20.3  years ;  of  the  Class  of  1915  it  was  20.96 
years ;  of  the  Class  of  1916  it  was  20.81  years. 
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Of  the  Class  of  1917, 

1  is  18  years  old, 

14  are  19  years  old, 

38  are  20  years  old, 

27  are  21  years  old, 

20  are  22  years  old, 

9  are  23  years  old, 

5  are  24  years  old, 

1  is  25  years  old, 

4  are  26  years  old, 

5  are  over  27  years. 

The  median  age  of  this  class  is  21  years. 

It  ought  to  be  noted  in  this  connection  that  the  age  at  which  the 
members  of  the  classes  graduated  from  the  four  year  course  took  their 
psychology,  is  approximately  the  same  as  the  age  of  the  college 
student  when  he  takes  his  course  in  psyschology.  Bearing  in  mind 
also  that  the  normal  student  spends  120  hours  (60  min.)  on  this 
subject  while  the  average  college  student  spends  from  72  to  108  hours, 
there  seems  little  reason  for  not  granting  full  credit  for  the  psy- 
chology done  in  normal  schools  when  the  normal  graduate  applies  for 
admission  to  advanced  standing  in  college  and  later  for  his  Pro- 
visional College  Certificate.  The  average  age  of  Freshmen  in  one 
Pennsylvania  college  for  193  6-1917  was  18  1-6  years.  These  will  take 
their  psychology  w^hen  they  are  between  20  and  21  years  of  age. 

Of  the  124  students  just  graduated, 

53  attended  high  school  4  years, 

22  attended  high  school  3  years, 

9  attended  high  school  2  years, 

1  attended  high  school  1  year, 

2  were  graduated  from  academies  and  were  admitted  to  col- 

lege, 

1  was  graduated  from  the  Commercial  Course,  Temple  Uni- 

versity. 
Of  the  remaining  36  many  attended  private  academies,  local  nor- 
mals, and  were  holders  of  provisional  and  professional  certificates. 
Of  the  124, 

45  attended  Normal  School  2  years, 
9  attended  Normal  Scliool  2  1-6  years, 
5  attended  Normal  School  2  1-3  years, 

3  attended  Normal  School  2  2  3  years, 
19  attended  Noraial  School  3  years, 

2  attended  Normal  School  3  1-6  years, 
8  attended  Normal  School  3  1-3  years. 
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3  attended  Normal  School  3  2-3  years, 
13  attended  Normal  School  4  years, 

2  attended  Normal  School  4  1-G  years, 
5  attended  Normal  School  4  1-3  years, 

4  attended  Normal  School  4  2-3  years, 

5  attended  Normal  School  5  years, 

1  attended  Normal  School  5  1-3  years. 

Of  the  Class  of  1917, 

7  had  taught  1  year  before  graduation, 

11  had  taught  2  years  before  graduation, 

1  had  taught  3  years  before  graduation, 

0  had  taught  4  years  before  graduation, 

3  had  taught  5  years  before  graduation, 

1  had  taught  7  years  before  graduation, 
1  had  taught  S  years  before  graduation. 

It  will  be  seen  that  30  members  of  the  class,  or  24.2  per  cent.,  had 
one  or  more  years  of  teaching  experience  in  addition  to  their  year's 
training  in  the  Practice  School. 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  almost  every  member  of  the  class  was 
elected  to  a  good  position  by  Commencement  Day.  The  few  who 
were  not,  refused  positions  because  of  low  salaries. 

The  writer  is  more  firmly  convinced  than  ever  that  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Normal  Schools  ought  to  revise  their  course  of  study  so 
that  graduates  of  these  normals,  which  are  the  most  potent  agencies 
for  making  public  education  efficient,  may  be  somewhat  defininitely 
prepared  for  teaching  positions.  To  carry  into  effect  this  plan 
would  require  no  change  of  equipment  nor  a  change  in  faculties. 

At  present  all  graduates,  with  slight  variations,  are  required  to 
take  the  same  training.  A  primary  teacher  is  required  to  study  the 
same  educational  problems  as  the  one  who,  upon  graduation,  becomes 
principal  of  a  high  school.  This  does  not  seem  like  a  wise  plan  in 
this  day  of  si)ecialization.  By  slight  modifications  the  courses  could 
be  modified  so  that  specific  training  could  be  given  to  each  of  four 
groups,  namely,  primary  teachers,  grammar  grade  teachers,  rural 
school  teachers,  and  high  school  teachers. 

Shall  normal  schools  train  high  school  teachers?  is  a  fair  question. 
The  answer  is  easily  found.  As  long  as  boards  of  education  prefer 
normal  graduates  to  untrained  college  graduates,  so  long  the  normal 
schools  ought  to  train  some  students  for  higli  school  teaching.  In 
the  Second  Normal  School  District,  including  Lancaster,  York,  and 
Lebanon  counties,  there  were  81  normal  graduates  and  45  college 
graduates  teaching  in  the  high  schools  during  191G-1917,  exclusive 
of  the  teachers  in  the  cities  of  Lancaster,  York,  and  Lebanon.    Some 
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of  those  rated  as  college  graduates  were  normal  graduates  before 
attending  college,  and  some  hold  college  degrees  without  having 
actually  attended  a  recognized  college.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that 
the  Millersville  Normal  School  ought  to  pay  some  attention  to  the 
training  of  high  school  teachers.  A  reasonable  number  of  the  Class 
of  1917  are  elected  to  high  school  positions. 

A  thing  of  vital  importance  in  our  normal  schools  is  the  size  of 
the  classes  to  be  taught.  Whenever  classes  become  too  large,  the 
teachers  conducting  the  courses  must  resort  to  the  lecture  method  of 
instruction.  In  normal  schools  this  seems  like  a  doubtful  policy  to 
pursue.  The  average  enrollment  in  this  normal  since  1913,  during 
12  terms,  ranged  from  24  to  27. 

During  the  school  year  1916-1917  we  arranged  the  school  schedule 
on  the  60-minute  period  basis.  Generally  this  seemed  satisfactory. 
Time  is  economized  and  work  seems  of  a  little  higher  standard,  as 
indicated  by  the  per  cent,  of  class  hours  successfully  completed. 
During  the  fall  term  of  1915,  with  the  regular  amount  of  time  in 
irvminute  periods  devoted  to  all  subjects,  82  per  cent,  of  all  class 
hours  were  passed  at  a  grade  of  70  (the  passing  grade)  or  above,  with 
18  per  cent,  below  the  passing  grade.  During  the  fall  term  of  1916, 
when  the  60-minute  period  was  in  force,  87.4  per  cent,  of  the  class 
hours  were  up  to  70  or  above,  with  12.6  per  cent,  below.  During  the 
winter  term  of  1915-16,  83.84  per  cent,  of  the  class  hours  reached  a 
grade  of  70  per  cent,  or  above,  while  during  the  winter  term  of 
1916-1917,  86.6  per  cent,  were  completed  at  70  or  above.  One  ought 
to  add  that  a  very  small  percentage  of  class  hours  not  successfully 
completed  at  the  end  of  a  term  are  made  up  during  the  succeeding 
term  without  repeating  the  course. 

The  causes  of  failures  in  this  school  are  chiefly  these:  (1)  Inade- 
quate preparation,  (2)  difficulty  in  making  adjustment  to  new  school 
conditions,  (3)  an  attempt  to  cany  too  much  work,  which  grows  out 
of  a  desire  to  rush  through  the  Normal  Course. 

The  third  of  these  causes  we  have  tried  to  remedy  during  the  past 
four  years  by  limiting  tlie  nuuiber  of  hours  carried  by  a  student.  The 
rule  is  this:  A  student  shall  carry  from  15  to  21  hours  per  week.  If 
he  makes  grades  of  A  and  B  during  a  term,  he  may  carry  three  addi- 
tional hours  the  succeeding  term.  If  a  student  falls  too  low  in  his 
work  while  carrying  the  regular  amount,  he  will  be  required  to  take 
three  hours  less  per  week. 

The  passing  grade  is  70.  The  feeling  is  growing  that  the  passing 
grade  should  probably  be  made  65,  in  order  to  have  wider  latitude 
to  grade  the  students  more  closely  according  to  their  ability  and  work 
done  ai^.  well  as  to  keep  up  high  standards.  It  is  generally  accepted 
that  a  high  passing  nmrk  frequently  indicates  low  grade;  work  an<l 
v^ice  versa. 
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THIKD  DISTRICT,  KUTZTOWN. 


A.  C.  EOTHEKMAL,  riincipal. 


The  school  year  of  1916-17  was  for  us  au  encouraging  one.  We  have 
never  had  a  more  earnest,  enthusiastic  and  inspiring  body  of  students. 
The  Senior  class  was  exceptionally  strong,  and  the  professional  spirit 
splendid.  In  this  day  when  the  tendency  in  normal  schools  is  to  be- 
come female  institutions  it  was  very  encouraging  for  us  to  be  able  to 
graduate  eighty-three  young  men  in  a  class  of  one  hundred  ninety-two. 
Many  of  these  young  men  as  well  as  a  large  number  of  the  young 
women  are  teachers  of  great  promise,  and  will  be  intellectual  and 
moral  leaders  in  their  several  school  communities. 

During  the  year  the  Keystone  State  Normal  School  became  the 
property  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  the  old  corporation 
was  dissolved,  and  a  new  board  of  trustees  was  appointed.  The  nine 
members  of  the  present  board  were  also  members  of  the  old  board. 
This  is  a  splendid  tribute  to  the  ability,  fidelity  and  efficiency  of  the 
men  who  freely  gave  of  their  time,  energy  and  experience  for  the 
promotion  of  the  welfare  of  the  institution  with  which  they  were 
identified. 

During  the  fifty-one  years  of  its  existence  the  Keystone  State 
Normal  School  graduated  nearly  four  thousand  students,  and  gave 
college  preparatory  training  to  nearly  as  many.  Besides  these,  many 
hundreds  spent  a  term  or  two  in  the  institution,  then  entered  the 
profession  of  teaching,  especiall}"  in  the  early  history  of  the  school 
when  the  provisional  certificate  was  much  more  in  evidence  than  now. 

.The  writer  has  felt  for  years  that  the  men  who  projected  the  plans 
for  the  foundation  of  this  institution,  and  those  who  gave  the  finan- 
cial aid  necessary  to  put  the  plans  into  operation  deserve  the  eternal 
gratitude  of  this  community  and  of  every  young  man  and  young 
woman  who  has  been  ])ermitted  to  walk  through  these  halls  of 
learning  and  to  gather  its  treasures  of  knowledge  and  through  the 
influence  of  the  strong  personal  touch  of  the  members  of  the  faculty 
formed  the  high  resolve  to  carry  the  zeal,  the  earnestness,  the  inspira- 
tion of  academic  endeavor  into  the  activities  of  life. 
26 
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FOURTH  DISTRICT,  EAST  STROUDSBURG. 


E.  L.  KEMP,  Piincipal. 


The  past  year  has  been  in  many  respects  a  very  comforting  one. 
For  the  first  time  since  the  Four  Year  Course  of  Study  was  adopted 
our  school  was  filled  to  its  capacity,  A  change  in  the  course  as  rad- 
ical as  the  last  one,  causes  a  drop  in  the  attendance  which  demands 
considerable  time  to  overcome,  A  serious  falling  otf  in  attendance 
always  is  discomforting  because  it  means  a  lessened  income.  This 
fact  makes  us  feel  vei*y  timid  with  respect  to  any  great  changes  in 
the  course  of  study  under  present  conditions.  More  undesirable  than 
ever  is  lessened  income  now,  because  of  the  increased  cost  of  every- 
thing that  a  normal  school  needs.  In  the  midst  of  the  prosperity 
this  year  we  have  prophecies  of  troubles  to  come. 

Three  of  our  Third  Year  students  took  their  final  examinations 
under  the  State  Board  in  the  uniforms  of  their  country  and  a  con- 
siderable number  more  had  already  enlisted. 

With  the  return  of  the  local  company  of  the  13th  Regiment  from 
the  border  and  the  declaration  of  a  state  of  war  with  Germany,  began 
a  disintegration  of  the  male  student  body.  There  was  a  strong  de- 
mand for  militarj^  training  immediately.  In  response  to  the  demand 
Sergeant  George  N.  Kemp  of  the  company  located  in  town  during  the 
summer,  volunteered  military  drill  three  days  a  week.  The  boys 
derived  much  benefit  from  their  military  training,  but  for  those 
interested  in  the  management  of  the  school  there  was  in  it  the  assur- 
ance of  an  increase  in  the  number  of  boys  leaving  the  school  from 
time  to  time  for  the  service  to  their  countrj^  We  are  willing  to  sac- 
rifice the  boys  for  the  great  sendee  which  they  are  engaged,  but  at 
the  same  time  we  feel  in  need  of  them  in  the  management  in  the  nor- 
mal school  affairs  so  that  we  can  maintain  ourselves  with  some  degree 
of  comfort  through  this  great  sacrifice  in  history. 
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FIFTH  DISTRICT,  MANSFIELD. 


WILLIAM  K.  STKAUGHN,  PriucipaL 


The  year  just  closed  has  been  the  best  this  school  has  known,  both 
in  attendance  and  in  material  prosperity.  About  200  young  men 
and  women  were  graduated,  and  all  have  been  successfully  placed, 
with  demands  made  on  us  for  more  teachers.  We  feel  that  the  little 
rural  training  school  which  we  secured  two  years  ago  has  justified 
the  experiment.  It  has  been  a  means  of  enlarging  the  vision  of  many 
tMubitious  young  teachers. 

The  water  plant  which  we  undertook  to  build  a  year  ago  because 
of  the  excessive  rates  charged  by  the  local  water  company  will  be 
completed  this  summer.  The  large  reservoir  has  been  constructed, 
and  the  one  well,  drilled  through  more  than  400  feet  of  solid  rock, 
gives  us  a  supply  for  three  weeks.  We  shall  drill  another  well  this 
year. 

The  new  hospital  was  completed  during  the  past  school  year, 
but  fortunately  we  had  little  need  for  it. 

No  advance  is  considered  in  our  rates  for  next  year,  as  we  think 
we  are  in  good  shape.  At  present  we  have  about  135  acres  of  land 
under  intensive  cultivation;  all  of  our  beef  on  the  hoof  bought  and 
now  being  pastured  in  the  mountains;  our  pork  supply  assured,  and 
our  poultry  yards  enlarged.  We  fully  expect  to  meet  all  our  vegetable- 
and  meat  needs  from  our  farm.  The  coal  company  is  giving  us  some 
concern,  and  we  are  now  contemplating  the  advisability  of  operating 
a  mine  located  about  11  miles  from  the  normal. 


SIXTH  DTSTRICT,  BLOOMSBURG. 


D.  J.  WALLER,  JR.,  Rriiuipal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this  report  of  the  sixth  district  for  the 
year  1916-17.     The  statistical  report  already  made  is  particularly 
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gratifying  to  the  board  of  trustees  in  view  of  the  great  increase  in 
expenses  developed  by  the  world  war. 

The  result  indicated  was  not  accidental,  but  was  largely  produced 
by  the  excellent  business  foresight  and  energy  of  the  steward,  and 
by  conferences  with  the  registrar,  housekeeper  and  president  of 
the  board  of  trustees. 

One  of  the  economies  was  secured  by  simply  drawing  the  bread 
knife  down  thru  the  bread  on  the  bread  plates  before  they  were  placed 
on  the  table.  The  baker  promptly  reported  a  saving  of  one  barrel 
of  flour  per  week. 

The  expense  of  a  well  equipped  school  to-day  is  in  striking  con- 
trast with  what  it  was  when  the  State  offered  students  fifty  cents 
per  week  to  prepare  to  teach.  The  library  alone,  with  its  long  hours 
of  service  by  a  trained  librarian,  and  the  necessary  accessions,  has 
added  a  large  expense  account. 

The  laboratories  with  the  necessary  equipment  and  attendants 
require  expenditures  formerly  unknown.  The  provision  for  adequate 
instruction  and  practice  in  cooking,  sewing  and  woodworking  as 
well  as  in  physical  training,  is  costly. 

All  these  compared  with  the  day  not  long  past  when  a  teacher  and 
a  school  room  were  sufficient,  imply  outlays  that  would  have  dis- 
mayed school  boards  of  earlier  days,  and  that  make  earlier  charges 
for  instruction  ridiculously  inadequate. 

The  exterior  of  the  buildings  received  three  coats  of  good  paint 
prior  to  the  opening  of  the  schoool  in  September.  It  is  the  purpose 
to  improve  the  interiors  similarly  during  this  summer.  The  Model 
School  has  been  enlarged  by  adding  a  room  for  the  seventh,  eighth 
and  ninth  grades.    This  is  in  the  interest  of  efficiency. 

Profesor  George  E.  Wilbur  completed  the  fortieth  year  of  con- 
tinuous service  as  a  member  of  the  faculty  in  June.  He  has  also 
been  secretary  of  that  body  for  the  same  period.  The  event  was  the 
occasion  of  one  of  the  pleasantest  meetings  of  the  commencement 
season  when  the  returning  alumni,  the  graduating  class,  the  faculty, 
and  the  trustees  extended  their  congratulations,  and  expressed  their 
appreciation  of  his  great  qualities  as  a  disciplinarian  and  an  in- 
structor. The  hearty  response  to  a  suggestion  that  a  watch  should 
be  presented  as  a  memento,  was  such  that  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  was  given  in  addition. 

The  school  is  already  well  represented  among  the  defenders  of  our 
flag.  Undergraduates  and  graduates  numbering  between  forty  and 
fifty  have  been  reported.  Doubtless  many  more  will  be  found  upon 
the  roll  of  honor  when  full  returns  shall  have  come  in. 

The  separate  examinations  in  the  arts  of  drawing,  manual  train- 
ing, sewing  and    cooking  and  for  candidates  to  be  supervisors    of 
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music,  instituted  by  your  department  this  year,  mark  an  advance  in 
the  cause  of  public  instruction. 

The  State  Board  of  Education,  upon  taking  control  of  the  school 
property  paid  off  a  floating  indebtedness  that  had  impaired  greatly 
the  usefulness  of  the  institution.  A  new  life  was  thereby  infused  into 
all  departments  and  valuable  changes  were  made  possible. 


SEVENTH  DISTRICT,  SHIPPENSBURG. 


EZRA  LEHMAN,  Principal. 


Tlie  school  year  just  closed  has  been  the  most  prosperous  in  the 
history  of  this  institution.  We  enrolled  549  students  in  the  regular 
departments,  60  special  students,  and  188  in  our  training  school, 
making  a  total  enrollment  of  797.  This  registration  would  have  been 
still  larger  had  not  the  late  opening  of  the  rural  schools,  due  to 
infantile  paralysis,  made  it  impossible  for  many  teachers  to  be 
present  at  the  spring  session. 

The  almost  unprecedented  advance  in  the  cost  of  coal,  food  and 
other  supplies  made  the  problem  of  financing  the  school  one  of  ex- 
treme diflQculty.  The  action  of  the  legislature  and  executive  author- 
ities of  the  State  in  adopting  the  recommendations  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction  and  the  State  Board  of  Education 
for  increased  appropriation  to  the  normal  schools  will  help  these 
institutions  greatly  to  meet  the  new  situations  confronting  them. 

Through  the  co-operation  of  the  county  and  borough  superinten- 
dents the  faculty  of  our  school  has  been  able  to  be  of  material  service 
to  the  community  in  which  we  are  located.  Members  of  the  faculty 
were  also  active  in  the  various  conservation  movements  instituted  by 
the  state  and  national  government.  A  large  number  of  our  girl 
students  under  the  leadership  of  some  of  their  teachers  did  efficient 
work  during  recreation  hours  for  tTie  local  Red  Cross  Chapter.  Dur- 
ing the  coming  year  we  are  planning  extension  work  on  a  larger  scale 
under  the  direction  of  the  neighboring  county  superintendents. 

I  regret  to  announce  that  we  shall  lose  the  services  of  three  of  our 
valued  teachers.  Miss  Rachel  Jones  who  has  done  so  much  for  the 
department  of  vocal  music  has  been  compelled  to  withdraw  from 
teaching  because  of  ill  health.  Prof.  C.  E.  Fanning,  who  has  done 
splendid  work  in  our  English  department  leaves  us  to  accept  a 
similar  position  in  the  naval  academy  at  Annapolis,  and  Miss  Mar- 
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garet  Stroh  whose  work  as  head  of  the  department  of  reading  and 
public  speaking,  has  had  a  far  reaching  influence  for  good  in  the 
schools  of  our  district,  has  been  granted  leave  of  absence  for  a  year 
to  regain  her  health. 

We  have  made  a  number  of  material  improvements  in  the  school. 
The  chapel  has  been  redecorated  and  equipped  with  electric  lights 
and  a  Powers  G  B  moving  picture  machine  and  a  balopticon  have 
been  installed.  During  the  vacation  period  the  boys'  dormitory  will 
be  renovated,  repainted  and  equipped  with  electric  lights. 

In  line  with  modern  ideas  for  increased  food  supply  we  have  added 
four  acres  to  our  school  farm  by  utilizing  part  of  our  athletic  field 
and  vacant  lots  for  growing  vegetables.  We  have  also  arranged  to 
can  and  dry  fruit  and  vegetables  so  as  to  meet  our  own  needs. 

Our  advanced  registration  is  the  largest  we  have  ever  had,  but  we 
shall  give  up  a  number  of  our  young  men  to  the  army  and  other 
agencies  connected  with  the  great  war.  We  recognize  that  this  sac- 
rifice is  necessary,  but  we  deeply  regret  that  these  young  men  must 
be  withdrawn  from  teaching  where  their  services  are  so  urgently 
needed. 


EIGHTH  DISTRICT,  LOCK  HAVEN. 


CHAS.  LOSE,  Trincipal. 


During  the  last  year  the  school  arranged  for  a  series  of  lectures 
and  music  recitals,  intended  to  entertain  the  members  of  the  school 
and  at  the  same  time  supplement  the  work  being  done  in  literature, 
music,  and  art.  The  course  included  four  lectures  by  Edward  Howard 
Griggs,  on  Dramas  of  Protest,  a  lecture  by  John  Cowper  Powys,  on 
the  Necessity  of  Poetry  in  Modern  Life,  a  lecture  on  the  Madonnas 
in  Art,  a  concert  by  the  great  Russian  Symphony  Orchestra,  a  con- 
cert by  the  Kneisel  Quartette,  and  a  song  recital  by  Miss  Marie 
Stoddard.  The  departments  of  music,  art,  and  expression  of  the 
school  also  contributed  excellent  programs  on  a  number  of  evenings 
during  the  year. 

Because  "The  health  of  school  children  is  a  matter  of  the  gravest 
concern  to  all  progressive  boards  of  education  and  to  the  communi- 
ties they  represent"  and  because  the  public  school  teacher  is  an  ex- 
tremely important  factor  in  the  conservation  of  the  health  of  school 
children,  the  course  in  school  sanitation  and  school  hygiene  has  been 
made  as  prominent  as  possible.     All  of  the  topics  having  either  a 
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direct  or  an  indirect  bearing  on  the  health  of  school  children  are 
discussed  with  the  class  in  a  series  of  lessons  running  through  the 
entire  winter  term.  These  lessons  were  this  last  year  supplemented 
by  lectures  given  by  a  local  physician  on  the  symptoms  of  contagious 
diseases  among  children  and  by  three  lectures  by  Dr.  Wm.  C.  Miller, 
of  the  State  Board  of  Health.  A  serious  attempt  is  made  to  make 
this  work  still  more  etfective  by  putting  the  things  learned  into  prac- 
tice in  the  care  of  the  pupils  of  the  training  school  as  well  as  in  the 
method  of  teaching  phj^siology  and  hygiene  to  these  pupils.  The 
teaching  of  physiology  and  hygiene  to  be  worth  the  time  given  to 
il  must  result  in  good  health  habits  among  the  pupils  taught. 

In  order  that  the  members  of  the  senior  class  might  learn  to  judge 
somewhat  of  the  efficiency  of  their  teaching,  they  were  made  ac- 
quainted, while  at  their  practice  teaching  in  the  training  school, 
with  the  various  standards  of  measuring  the  work  in  such  subjects 
as  arithmetic,  reading,  spelling,  penmanship,  English,  etc.  Knowl- 
edge of  how  to  apply  such  standards  not  only  improves  the  teaching 
in  the  training  school  but  will  also  enable  these  seniors  to  judge  of 
the  efficiency  of  their  teaching  when  they  are  at  work  in  the  public 
schools. 


NINTH  DISTRICT,  INDIANA. 


JOHN  A.  H.  KEITH,  Principal. 


The  year  1910-17  closed  the  eleventh  year  of  Dr.  James  E.  Ament's 
administration  as  principal  of  the  Indiana  Normal  School.  To  me, 
as  his  successor,  falls  the  lot  of  writing  this  brief  report. 

The  building  projects  previously  commenced  and  mentioned  in  the 
last  annual  report  of  Indiana  were  completed.  These  included  the 
new  steel  water  tower  and  tank,  an  additional  boiler,  and  an  addi- 
tional electric  engine.  About  |20,000  was  spent  on  these  improve- 
ments during  the  year. 

The  enrollment  for  the  year  1916-17,  exclusive  of  the  Model  School, 
was  1,234.  Of  this  number  39  were  from  twelve  other  states  and  two 
foreign  countries,  leaving  1,195  from  forty  counties  in  Pennsylvania, 
17  counties  furnished  ten  or  more  students. 

The  State  Board  of  Examiners  passed  a  senior  class  of  241  and  a 
junior  class  of  3J0— these  numbers  including  all  that  had  passed 


406  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  OfiE.  Doc. 

the  faculty's  caretul  scrutiny.  At  the  annual  commencement  dip- 
lomas were  granted  to  241  wlio  had  completed  the  regular  normal 
course.  There  were  also  graduated  at  the  same  time  22  from  the 
commercial  course,  72  from  the  conservatory  of  music,  2  from  the 
course  in  art,  and  4  from  the  domestic  science  course. 

In  common  with  all  other  higher  institutions,  Indiana  lost  many 
men  to  military  service  and  farm  work  in  the  spring  of  1017.  The 
cause  is  so  worthy  and  the  service  so  necessary  that  instead  of  feeling 
regret  the  school  feels  glad  to  share  in  this  patriotic  endeavor.  The 
girls  of  the  school  made  many  articles  of  clothing  for  Belgian  child- 
ren and  students  contributed  money  for  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work  in  army 
camps,  giving  up  some  proposed  expenditures  to  help  forward  a  cause 
more  worthy  than  their  personal  enjoyment.  But  the  school  felt  in 
1917-18  only  the  preliminary  touch  of  war.  The  year  just  ahead  will 
surely  bring  more  serious  consequences  to  us  and  to  all  other  higher 
institutions. 

The  high  wage  paid  for  necessary  work  in  time  of  war  makes  teach- 
ing relatively  unremunerative.  In  consequence,  teaching  in  time  of 
rapidly  advancing  prices  and  high  wages  does  not  attract  to  it  as 
many  young  people  as  during  a  period  of  stationai'y  or  declining 
prices  and  wages.  Even  before  the  outbreak  of  the  present  world 
war,  teaching  as  an  occupation  was  losing  in  economic  atractiveness. 
Efforts  were  made  to  counteract  this  by  increasing  teachers'  salaries, 
but  every  rise  in  teachers'  salaries  was  outstripped  by  a  larger  pro- 
l>ortionate  rise  in  wages  and  i)rices  of  commodities.  The  recent  ad- 
vance in  wages  and  prices  render  teaching  more  unfavorable  from  an 
economic  point  of  view.  The  entire  class  of  high  school  graduates 
in  September,  1917,  in  normal  schools  is  bound  to  show  a  decrease 
because  many  such  people  will  have  an  opportunity  to  earn  more 
without  any  special  preparation  than  they  could  earn  as  teachers 
after  two  years  of  normal  school  attendance.  Besides  this,  there  will 
be  the  urgency  of  business  uncertainty  and  patriotic  duty. 

The  present  seems  to  me,  for  the  reason  just  given  and  for  the  fur- 
ther reason  that  the  public  generallj^  will  soon  become  interested  in 
teacher  training  institutions,  to  be  a  particularly  favorable  time  to 
give  a  greater  degree  of  publicity  to  normal  school  affairs  than  has 
ever  been  given  before.  This  is  the  time  for  normal  schools  to  make 
inside  surveys,  acquainting  the  members  of  the  faculty  and  the  public 
generally  with  the  facts  about  the  finances  of  the  normal  schools  and 
about  the  work  of  the  normal  schools.  In  this  way  the  normal  schools 
will  make  ready  for  that  period  of  greater  usefulness  which  will  un- 
doubtedly be  their  portion  when  the  world  war  is  over. 
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TENTH  DISTRICT,  CALIFORNIA. 


W.  S.  HERTZOG,  Principal. 


Tlie  year  lOKMT  will  go  down  in  hi.story  as  one  of  the  difficnlt 
financial  years  and  yet  the  Southwestern  State  Normal  School  has 
many  things  to  be  thankful  for.  War  prices  made  it  impossible  for 
the  school  to  make  any  money  during  the  year;  and  the  State  quar- 
antine, on  account  of  infantile  paralysis,  not  only  cut  the  receipts 
but  the  attendance  in  the  early  fall  and  in  the  spring  because  so 
many  scliools  were  running  very  late. 

One  hundred  fifty-six  students  were  graduated  in  the  regular 
normal  course,  five  from  the  commercial  department  and  one  from 
the  piano  department. 

The  exercises  of  commencement  week  were  of  a  high  order.  Bac- 
calaureate sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  P.  H.  Welshimer,  of  Canton, 
Ohio,  and  the  commencement  address  was  made  by  Charles  Zueblin, 
of  Boston,  Mass.,  on  the  timely  topic  "The  United  States  as  Pace 
Maker  or  Peace  Maker."  The  annual  literary  contest  was  won  by 
the  Clionian  Society. 

The  second  session  of  the  summer  school  began  Monday,  June  25th, 
with  an  enrollment  of  lOO  students.  This  is  a  marked  growth  over 
last  year  and  indicates  that  there  is  a  demand  for  this  kind  of  work 
in  our  vicinity.  If  free  tuition  can  be  guaranteed  on  the  part  of  the 
State,  every  normal  school  should  be  using  its  facilities  for  six  weeks 
iji  the  summer  for  the  further  preparation  of  teachers. 

When  the  board  of  principals  made  bookkeeping  an  elective  the 
deathknell  of  our  commercial  department  was  sounded  and  the  board 
of  trustees  have  decided  to  abandon  this  feature  of  the  normal  work. 

The  third  annual  conference  of  superintendents  and  principals  of 
this  district  was  held  in  Februaiy  and  a  large  number  of  visiting 
principals  and  teachers  were  present.  The  program  was  furnished 
for  the  most  part  by  members  of  the  faculty  and  a  most  enjoyable 
conference  was  held  on  problems  of  mutual  interest. 

Among  the  prominent  speakers  that  have  addressed  the  students 
during  the  past  year  are  Edgar  J.  Banks,  Joseph  A.  McCabe,  Dr. 
Charles  Zueblin,  William  Rainey  Bennett,  Ex-Governor  Robert  B. 
Glenn. 

Our  inter-normal  relations  have  been  most  pleasant.  The  debating 
team  representing  California  won  from  Clarion  at  Clarion  on  the 
question.  Resolved:  "That  the  President  of  the  United  States  Should 
be  Elected  by  Popular  Vote." 
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Our  tennis  team  won  the  tournament  at  Indiana  from  Clarion  and 
Indiana,  the  team  representing  California  having  won  four  out  of  the 
last  five  tournaments. 

Our  teams  in  basketball,  both  girls  and  boys,  were  of  championship 
calibre. 

The  spirit  of  patriotism  prevailed  throughout  the  year.  A  large 
number  of  our  boys  have  already  enlisted  and  are  scattered  all  over 
the  country  in  the  training  camps.  Commencement  week  the  two 
literary  societies  presented  an  immense  flag  to  be  held  in  trust  in 
honor  of  the  representatives  who  had  gone  to  the  front.  This  flag 
was  raised  on  Tuesday  evening,  prior  to  contest  with  appropriate 
ceremonies.  The  school  participated  in  a  number  of  patriotic  meet- 
ings and  flag  raisings  and  a  large  sum  of  money  was  raised  for 
preparation  of  'comfort  kits'  for  the  soldier  boys  of  this  community. 

We  face  the  new  conditions  imposed  by  the  war  with  hope,  believing 
that  the  school  should  continue  to  do  a  maximum  amount  of  work  in 
order  to  prepare  for  the  days  to  come. 

At  the  close  of  my  fifth  year  as  principal,  I  wish  to  acknowledge 
my  dependence  upon  the  help  of  the  State  Department,  of  the  board 
of  trustees  and  the  faculty  of  the  Southwestern  Normal  School  for 
the  assistance  they  have  rendered  in  attending  the  degree  of  success 
that  has  been  ours. 


ELEVENTH  DISTRICT,  SLIPPERY  ROCK. 


I.  N.  MOORE,  Acting  Principal. 


It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  the  closing  of  a  very  successful 
year  at  Slippery  Rock.  Of  one  hundred  thirty-eight  who  passed  the 
third-year  examination  in  1916,  one  hundred  twenty-seven  returned 
for  the  work  of  the  senior  year  and  were  graduated.  The  demand  for 
teachers  was  so  great  that  practically  all  of  these  were  advantage- 
ously placed  even  before  the  close  of  the  year.  All  who  were  recom- 
mended by  the  faculty  in  both  the  senior  and  third-year  classes  were 
passed  by  the  State  Board  of  Examiners. 

ITie  work  of  the  school  during  the  year  seemed  uneventful.  Special 
attention  was  given  to  the  organization  of  classes  in  methods  of 
teaching  music  in  the  public  schools.  In  these  classes  as  well  as  in 
the  department  of  physical  training  effort  was  made  to  develop  the 
]3lay  instinct  by  the  introduction  of  games  especially  suitable  for 
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children  in  the  h)wer  grades  and  in  the  ungraded  schools.  Folk- 
songs and  games  were  used  as  the  means  of  developing  the  physical 
activities  of  the  child. 

As  a  means  of  creating  an  appreciation  of  the  best  in  the  line  of 
pictures,  the  Elson  Art  Exhibit  was  brought  to  the  school.  The  ex- 
hibition was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  senior  class  and  was  carried 
out  most  successfully.  Owing  to  the  liberal  patronage  of  the  school 
and  the  community  the  class  realized  a  sufficient  sum  to  secure  for  the 
school,  as  a  memorial  of  the  class,  several  fine  works  of  art. 

In  spite  of  the  increased  cost  of  provisions  the  school  maintained 
its  rates  for  boarding  as  published  in  its  catalogue  for  the  year. 
During  the  spring  about  two  acres  were  planted  in  garden  and  sev- 
eral acres  in  field  crops  for  the  use  of  the  school  during  the  coming 
year.  Much  of  the  work  of  caring  for  these  crops  was  done  by  stu- 
dents who  were  desirous  of  earning  a  part  of  their  expenses. 


TWELFTH  DISTRICT,  EDINBORO. 


FRANK  E.  BAKER,  Principal. 


During  the  year  1910-17,  the  Ediuboro  State  Normal  School  ex- 
perienced a  decrease  in  attendance  of  19%  over  the  year  1915-16. 
This  decrease  we  attribute  to  three  causes:  first,  the  high  wages  that 
can  be  earned  in  industrial  lines  (a  boy  can  hardly  be  induced  to 
attend  a  normal  school  to  prepare  for  teaching  at  a  salary  of  from 
$280  to  $560  when  he  can  earn  from  $700  to  |1,200  a  year  in  unskilled 
labor)  ;  second,  the  natural  decrease  in  the  first  two  years  of  the 
course  due  to  increase  in  the  number  and  eificiency  of  high  schools; 
third,  the  late  closing  of  schools,  which  resulted  in  a  much  smaller 
spring  term  attendance  than  usual. 

The  existence  of  the  second  cause  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  the 
total  enrollment  in  the  two  upper  classes  last  year  equaled  the  total 
enrollment  in  these  two  classes  of  the  year  1915-16.  Our  decrease 
therefore,  was  entirely  in  the  first  two  years  of  the  course  and  in  the 
spring  term  review  courses  for  teachers. 

The  indications  now  are  that  the  average  enrollment  during  the 
year  1917-18  will  equal  or  exceed  the  attendance  last  year,  in  spite 
of  the  abnormal  conditions  brought  about  by  the  war. 

In  other  respects  than  attendance,  the  past  year  has  been  un- 
usually successful.  "\V^e  are  especially  pleased  by  the  increased  appro- 
priations made  by  the  last  legislature  and  we  feel  that  we  owe  the 
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increase  very  largely  to  persistent  and  intelligent  efforts  of  the  State 
Board  of  Education  and  to  the  Executive  Secretary  of  that  Board, 
Dr.  J.  George  Becht. 

Plans  are  well  under  way  for  the  completion  of  the  addition  to 
Haven  Hall,  which  will  give  the  school  a  new  dining  room,  kitchen, 
laundry,  cold  storage,  an  infirmary,  quarters  for  the  help,  and  six- 
teen two-room  students'  suites. 

Our  greatest  financial  problem  arises  from  heating  and  lighting 
a  scattered  plant,  consisting  in  part  of  frame  buildings.  Plans  are 
being  made  for  the  consolidation  of  our  plant  and  the  elimination  of 
waste  space.  It  is  believed  that,  within  the  next  year,  three  of  the 
four  frame  buildings  still  standing  can  be  torn  down  or  moved  away, 
v/ithout  decreasing  the  avialable  room.  In  this  way,  heating  expenses 
will  be  greatly  reduced,  our  facilities  will  be  actually  improved,  and 
the  beauty  of  our  campus  greatly  enhanced. 


THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT,  CLARION. 


AMOS  R.  REESE,  Principal. 


In  the  unsettled  conditions  which  prevailed  over  the  country  the 
past  year  which  made  all  the  regular  processes  of  life  suffer,  the 
educational  institutions  came  in  for  a  great  share  of  instability. 
When  one  wave  of  patriotic  fervor  after  another  swept  over  the  stu- 
dent body,  we  all  wondered  what  the  end  would  be.  We  are  happy 
to  report  that  the  thirtieth  year  of  the  Clarion  Normal  School  came 
to  a  successful  close  July  3,  1917.  In  spite  of  the  conditions  above 
mentioned,  the  student  body  held  its  own  as  to  numbers.  A  special 
course  was  opened  to  teachers  for  the  last  ten  weeks  of  the  spring 
term  and  over  one  hundred  young  men  and  women  availed  themselves 
of  this  opportunity. 

The  senior  class  numbered  sixty-four;  the  junior  class  sixty-six; 
the  entire  student  body  reached  four  hundred. 

All  the  juniors  and  seniors  presented  to  the  State  Board  by  the 
faculty  successfully  passed  the  examinations.  The  commencement 
was  one  of  the  happiest  that  has  ever  been  held  in  Clarion.  On 
alumni  day  many  former  graduates  and  students  came  to  renew  old 
friendships.  The  banquet  was  one  of  merriment  and  "real  Clarion 
spirit." 
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The  work  of  all  departments  of  the  school  has  been  maintained 
at  its  former  high  standard  while  many  places  have  been  strength- 
ened. The  class  of  11)17  i)resented  to  the  Clarion  Normal  and  thus 
to  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  a  most  costly  and  exquisite 
curtain  for  the  stage  in  the  auditorium.  This  was  a  much  needed 
improvement  and  is  greatly  appreciated  by  all  of  the  friends  of  the 
institution. 

That  Clarion,  one  of  the  smaller  schools,  has  in  this  year  of  high 
prices  and  small  numbers  been  able  to  hold  its  own,  speaks  greatly 
for  the  eflScient  management  of  the  school  and  for  the  future  that  is 
in  store  for  it. 
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PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 
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1854,  L.^.-*    10,186    5.12    11 ,9^7    $29  31    $12  81  488,692     . 

1855,  : 1,445    10,469    o          12,143  23  29  14  89  '.529,000 

1856,  1,610    10,697    5.04    12,357  22  29  15, a5  i'v23,754 

1857,  -. 1,677     10,9.56    5.04    12,484  24  00  16  6ft  .514,247 

1858,  1,709    11,281     5.33     12,828  24  24  17.22  .")69,880 

18.59.  1,755     11,485     5.41     13,0.58  24  26  17  79  .-)75.251 

1860,  1.766    11,577    5.41     13,003  20  24  18  11  585,600 

1861,  1,788    11,910    5.5      14,297  25  68  19.71  596,765 

1862.  1,808     11,990    5.41     14,380  23  81  18.55  615,087 

1863.  1.820     12,161     5. .37     14.442  28  84  18  56  634,699 

18ft4,  1,825    12,536    5.5      14,63S  25  42  20  16  637,785 

1865,  :(. 1,8.37    12,547    5. .58    14,286  .32  82  24  21  629,587 

2866.  1,863    12,773    5.79    15,504  37  .38  27  76  666.316 

1867,  1,889    13,061     5.11     15,200  .35  87  27  51  660,165 

2868.  1,918    13,284    5.79    15, .504  37  .38  27  76  666,316 

1869,  1,971     13, .588    5. S3     15,670  .38  18  29  80  686,769 

1870,  2,001     13,832     5.77     16,097  39  63  30  55  695,0,52 

1871,  2,023     14,161     5.77     16,842  40,03  .31  12  700.040 

1872,  2.029    14,415     5.4       16,784  40  55  31  86  609,802 

1873,  2,050    14,675     6.25     17,450  41  .58  .32  44  094,096 

1874,  2,070    14,978    6.33    17,631  41  88  33  33  716,728 

1875,  2.089     15,315     6.19     18.101  40  03  31  93  740.283 

1876,  2.102     15,610     6.19    18, .314  .38  72  30  42  749, .311 

1877, 2,144    15.850    6.38    18.710  36  34  28  90  751,032 

1878,  2.186    16,087    6.17    18,912  34.54  27.35  771,015 

1879,  1.-  i,\m    16,279    6.:?7    19,1.53  32  .59  26  07  766,878 

1880,  2,192     16, .585     6.25     19,305  31   36  25  14  770, .349 

1881,  2,208    16,760    6.28    19.277  .32  64  26  04  762,472 

1882,  2,214    17,070    6.62    19,715  .34  35  27  19  776, .5.59 

1883,  2,230    17,403    6.66    19.875  36  23  28  30  782.507 

1884,  2.240    17.751     6.40    20.290  37  28  29  22  795,091 

1885,  2,2.57     18.029    6.74     20,639  37  6(i  25  59  807.791 

1886,  2.26i)    18,300    6.71     21,481  .37  10  29  29  820,811 

2887.  2,280    18,721     6.71     21.481  37  10  29  29'  820,811 

1888.  2,297     19,0.54     7.17     21,168  37  12  29  60  9,31, .367 

1889  2,316     19,365    7.45     21.393  37  .57  29  76  840.744 

1890.  2,325    19,758    7.32    21,886  38  46  29  46  849,0.55 

1891.  2,337    20,190    7.40    22,231  39.34  30  46  855,200 

1892.  2. ,357    20.653     7.41     22, .5.56  30  83  .30  89  861,083 

1893.  2,386    21,134     7.74    23,085  4164  32,52  S76,131 

1894  2,411     21, .5.53     7.71     23,2.53  41  84  32  .55  905,499 

1895  2,443    22,253     7.62    22,993  41  78  .32  70  !)42.975 

1896'.  2.477    22.822    7.71     23,603  41  80  .32  78  9.56,734 

1897,  — 2,481     23,451     7.63    24,174  4171  32  8()  971,337 

1893  2,490     23,983     7.69    24,716  41  06  :?>  50  999,719 

1899'     2,492     24,497     7.75    25,3.58  4168  32  73  1,IK)6,990 

1900  _       2, .509     24,818    8.00    26,878  4162  .32  66  1,0114  485 

1<)01  —       2, .515    25,4,55    8.04     26,453  42  14  33  08  l.tllO,069 

l<)0->'  .       2,1)32     25.981     8.05    26.990  42  98  33.34  1,(110.62(1 

HKls'  .           2. ,544     26.583    8.08    27.683  44  77  34  10  1,035,196 

Vm  ..     2. .588    26.966    7.80    28, .372  47  12  35  09  1,039,164 

1>X)5'  —       —       —            2, .560    27,395    8.14     28,428  49  91  38  55  1.046,088 

HMje'     —         2, .571     27.993     7.16    29,193  51.36  .38  92  1,061,406 

1907'  -     -     —       2.573    28,383    8.16     29,249  .52  82  .39  47  1,0.54.766 

1908'  _      2, .579    28.861    8.20    29.703  .59  66  45  92  1  .(I.5n,()(i0 

1909'  -     -     —                      ".•''83     29, .327     8.22    30.248  60  65  46  6(1  1  ,(l.S.S,,V!)8 

igio'     ._       .       ..      2. .598    30,019    8.26    .30,887  6194  46  99  l.l(i7.416 

ign'  ___  .       2,598  .30,422  8.3   31, .518  62  75  47  41  I,l(i(i,7s3 

1()12'  I..   .  .    2, .5,34  31,1.52  8.36  32,378  63  65  47  93  1,139,617 

igi.s'    _   ..  ..    2, .5.51  .31,879  8. .37  33,228  64  45  48  21  1,155,018 

•iQi'4'  ~_     ' .     2,567  .32,877  8.4   34,686  66  71  48  86  1,206,444 

19V')'  SS"  -'.".                2,1)75  .34, .514  8.41  .35,928  66  fM  49  47  1,259,.3<)2 

me'  -I-l  —    —     ''.^Sl  35,674  S.45  .37,110  67  17  49  89  1,296,013 

igi7'  --   2.585  36,498  8.28  38,122  0-164  50.38  1.. 325. 7.^7 
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MENT  UNDER  THE  PRESENT  LA\Y,  NOT  INCLUDING  PHILADELPHIA. 
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:;!»4,767  35 

1,698,040  01 

250,. 566  52 

216,087  03 

2,143,348  20 

5.00 

2,016,310  17 

488,517  09 

1,098,664  01 

.390,227  30 

210,134  08 

2,4:«,640  37 

5.89 

2,318,069  18 

374,4.50  97 

1.990,777  &i 

410,. 346  26 

223,463  67 

3,013,0.57  33 

5.. 50 

2,81)1,759  31 

:m,6m  09 

2, 211.. 521  70 

4.58,317  61 

239,813  19 

3,616,285  23 

7.25 

3,489,237  31 

985,237  31 

2,482,512  63 

601,087  21 

218,521  87 

4,016,919  12 

7.. 53 

4,. 31 4, 028  .52 

1,357,726  99 

2,019,169  93 

643,217  88 

307,718  00 

4,438,946  66 

7.63 

5,068,316  72 

1,104,860  21 

2,819,444  00 

727,624  05 

321,300  OO 

4,731,949  80 

7.76 

5,684,977  21 

2,. 560, 137  42 

3,010,690  33 

807,713  82 

318,451  34 

5,016,801  73 

7.71 

6,023,451  64 

3,006,194  41 

3,183,418  86 

799,275  48 

429,152  65 

5,229,024  68 

7.27 

5,438,6.56  29 

2,536,637  39 

3,221,121  78 

863,7.38  96 

375,332  71 

5,543,985  23 

7.50 

6,671,949  93 

1,477,949  93 

2,424,970  91 

1,7.56,111  73 

521,345  13 

5,787,883  95 

7 .  55 

6,808,917  69 

1,600,131  62 

3,596,(X>4  47 

1,6.52,651  94 

533,625  13 

5,983,004  90 

6.. 3.3 

7,247,263  63 

1,722,103  54 

3,7.55,309  66 

1,961,341  60 

728,207  19 

6,003,443  31 

6.27 

6,918,811  03 

1,245,387  23 

3,826,987  12 

2,006,833  88 

823,784  82 

6,627,943  56 

5.96 

6,623,273  00 

9r,l  ,915  02 

3,824,728  80 

1,984,470  46 

723,082  57 

5,289,646  25 

5.42 

0.229,714  -,'J 

S77,.S82  06 

3,6.51,883  00 

1,817,494  11 

497,030  76 

4,923,874  62 

5.08 

0,282,1111  7.S 

878.808  93 

3,544,552  72 

1,679,297  20 

747,297  14 

4,818,594  36 

5.04 

5,859,(109  hi; 

809, 896  51 

3,606,911  82 

1,584,365  92 

865,819  70 

5,031,779  70 

5.08 

6,499,120  91 

1,067,471  34 

3,673,225  83 

1,703,224  99 

684,127  86 

5,452,902  28 

5.. 39 

6,686,2.56  93 

1,139,355  44 

3,830,079  52 

1,687,912  96 

696,478  18 

5,676,545  .57 

5.69 

7,365,217  19 

1,4.31,670  68 

5,095,658  50 

1,850,849  50 

700,340  81 

6,313,832  62 

(>.06 

7,623,678  37 

1,405,526  81 

4,282,191  12 

1,965,706  63 

802,103  18 

6, .519, 927  78 

6.14 

8,095,942  18 

1.. 566, 323  91 

4,447,618  69 

2,086,505  98 

803,344  24 

6,672,185  29 

0.16 

8,105,866  .59 

1,. 537,. 565  15 

4,. 582, 374  25 

2,117  667  28 

802,411  12 

6,946,949  23 

5.;)4 

8,845,087  22 

1,461,673  43 

4,673,324  30 

2,171,481  66 

803,190  71 

7,134,701  52 

7.64 

8,8.36,053  35 

1,642,961  .33 

5,044,385  15 

2,297,364  51 

1,207,009  52 

7, 689, .505  56 

6.19 

9,008,852  33 

1,799,121  10 

5,240,826  22 

2,504,880  71 

1,206,204  94 

7,923,622  43 

5.88 

9,581,095  75 

2,131,095  75 

5,438,587  21 

2,656,950  93 

1,564,603  81 

8,961,137  92 

5.86 

8,450,909  25 

2,982,607  68 

4,694,332  84 

2,829,690  06 

1,560,267  38 

8,187,893  57 

5.86 

10,820,029  55 

2,378,780  77 

6,028,019  91 

2,378,780  77 

2,901,116  80 

7,776,101  62 

4.54 

10,289,197  07 

2,979,271  21 

6,672,850  02 

2,343,968  49 

4.039,766  22 

8, 677,. 582  67 

8.40 

11, 131,. 332  03 

2,834,091  22 

6,995,022  56 

3,637,038  74 

4,432,647  24 

9,598,542  71 

4.52 

12,058,899  69 

3,182,749  40 

7,206,202  88 

3,912,622  13 

4,4.39,752  79 

9,926,162  78 

4.99 

12,424,198  47 

3,297,416  67 

7, 400,. 547  01 

4,016,808  96 

4,389,029  79 

9,351,011  31 

4.83 

13, .528,246  38 

3,296,294  14 

7,8:39,216  45 

4,104,615  .52 

4,391,574  31 

9,275,229  60 

3.14 

13,276,078  (H» 

2,9.33,843  23 

8,020,396  81 

4,095,817  03 

4,637,585  07 

10,078,540  87 

3.78 

13,992,397  .52 

2,736,897  04 

8,3.58,092  99 

4,402,261  43 

4,622,822  98 

10, .500, 962  67 

5.12 

15,224,091  77 

3,061,523  90 

8, 772,. 506  65 

4,714,192  82 

5,291,1.54  03 

10,887,613  25 

5.18 

16,314,489  .32 

3,. 394,. 5.31  34 

8,874,295  97 

4,819,126  03 

4  ,,355,601  04 

12,687,415  80 

5.23 

20,786,9.54  07 

3,186,783  18 

9,302,405  95 

5,182,928  92 

4,658,210  43 

17,781,589  84 

5.. 51 

17,781,589  84 

3,647,771  24 

9,9.50,491  38 

5,386,212  07 

4,. 597, 61 6  83 

13,085,707  91 

5.85 

18,860,273  03 

3,675,240  3(» 

10,303,035  43 

6,118,444  34 

4, .576.413  32 

14,806,554  OO 

6.29 

21,480,604  98 

4,581,273  53 

11,2.37,161  90 

6,493,623  31 

4,483,153  51 

15,981,970  73 

6.65 

23,196,386  38 

4, 730,. 329  05 

n,8;38,631  36 

6,831,798  48 

4,. 525, 545  67 

16,7.56,672  21 

6.85 

23,918,787  47 

4.306,677  81 

12,402,096  68 

7,195,515  70 

4,. 5.32,. 5.39  75 

19,114,954  97 

'6.77 

26, 278,. 511  84 

4, 764,. 5.32  .57 

13, 900,. 365  40 

7,456,741  63 

6,108,263  32 

20,7.58,275  04 

7.01 

29,374,551  8(i 

0,0.39,4.50  00 

14,643,9:35  .51 

9,023,761  77 

6, 254,. 500  91 

21,019,917  25 

7.14 

.30,264,947  54 

5,933,886  51 

15,29R,i;36  04 

8,8.59,.567  .59 

6,043,814  .57 

22,172,202  15 

0.89 

33,. 548,. 310  .34 

0,. 525, 2.56  61 

16,0!»6,601  S)0 

10,275,352  89 

6.097,747  19 

22,. 537, 7.51  98 

7.43 

.34,518,976  97 

<;,  0.33, 441  20 

16,. 567, 759  .53 

12,726,015  94 

6,040,779  67 

25,461,020  a3 

8.72 

37,830,308  47 

6.196,080  94 

18,042,447  91 

13,870,861  29 

6, 034,. 3.55  .31 

28,. 300, 778  86 

8.79 

40.546,069  29 

7,000.922  01 

18,8.52,.3fX)  91 

15,445.161  95 

6,1.53,124  64 

27, .329,841  m 

9.09 

49.7.35,820  (ill 

10,. 5.58,. 5.37  49 

20,071,9.37  45 

16,213,974  (X) 

6,227,963  26 

.30,275,411  31 

9.60 

.51,296,1.54  54 

9,751,4.59  70 

21,173,790  80 

18,. 5.38,. 382  88 

.      6,498,541  .30 

33,743,188  25 

9.93 

.58, .311, 130  89 

10, 668,. 3.51  .39 

22,292,349  05 

20,535,098  19 
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STATISTICAL  STATEMENT 


RELATING  TO   THE   PUBLIC   SCHOOLS   OF   PENNSYLVANIA   FOR  THE 
SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JULY  2,  1917,  INCLUDING  PHILADELPHIA. 


Number  of  school  districts  in  the  State, 2,586 

Number  of  school  houses, 15,390 

Number  of  schools, 41,708 

Number  of  first  grade  high  schools, 362 

Number  of  second  grade  high  schools, 264 

Number  of  third  grade  higli  schools, 360 

Number  of  male  pupils  in  high  schools, 50,078 

Number  of  female  pupils  in  high  schools, 58,752 

Number  of  county  superintendents, 66 

Number  of  assistant  county  superintendents, 79 

Number  of  district  superintendents, 127 

Number  of  male  teachers, 8,947 

Number  of  female  teachers, 35,167 

Whole  number  of  teachers,   44,1 14 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month, $70.71 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month, |50.99 

Average  length  of  school  term  in  months,. 8.37 

Whole  number  of  pupils, 1,566,868 

Average  number  of  pupils  in  daily  attendance, 1,253,741 

Cost  of  school  houses,  buildings,  renting,  etc., |13,407,100.34 

Teachers'  wages $28,735,650.60 

Cost  of  text  books, $1,281,300.66 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books,  includ- 
ing maps,  globes,  etc., $1,485,505.51 

Salaries  of  secretaries  of  school  boards, $275,984.93 

Fees  of  treasurers  of  school  boards, $298,100.37 

Total  cost  of  collection  of  taxes, $812,721.83 

Cost  of  enforcement  of  compulsory  attendance  law,  $221,074.07 

All  other  expenses $19,642,564.28 

Total  expenditures, $65,976,825.23 

Regular  appropriation  to  common  schools  for  the 

school  year  ending  July  2,  1917, $7,472,093.07 

(651) 
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Appropriation  for  free  tuition  of  students  in  State 

Normal  Schools  for  school  year  ending  July  2, 

1917, .f300,U0U.0() 

Appropriation  to  Philadelphia  Normal  Schools $36,000.00 

Appropriation  to  pay  tuition  of  non-resident  pupils.  .|50,000.00 

Api)ropriation     for    townshi])    and     borough    high 

schools 1225,000.00 

Appropriation  for  county  superintendents'  salaries.  |120,000.00 

Appropriation  for  assistant  county  superintendents' 

salaries '.  .  |100,800.00 


Items  Compared  With  Those  of  the  Preceding  Year  Ending  July  3, 
1916,  Philadelphia  Included. 

Increase  in  nund>er  of  schools, 1,043 

Decrease  in  nund)er  of  male  teachers, 216 

Increase  in  number  of  female  teachers, 1,603 

Increase  in  salary  of  male  teachers,  per  month 2.08 

Increase  in  salary  of  female  teachers,  per  month,  .  .  .44 

Decrease  in  length  of  school  term, .26 

Increase  in  nundier  of  })upils, 62,074 

Increase  in  teachers'  wages, .fl  ,445,081 .01 


Condition  of  System,  Not  Including  Philadelphia,  With  Comparison. 

Number  of  districts, 

Number  of  schools, 

Number  of  pui)ils, 

Average  daily  attendance,  .  .  . 

Per  cent,  of  attendance,  ..... 

Average  length  of  sdiool  term 
in  months, 

Number  of  male  teachers,  .  .  . 

Number  of  female  teachers,  .  . 

Whole  niunber  of  teachers.  .  . 

Average  salary  of  male  teach- 
ers, per  month %mM  Increase  |2.47 

Average     salary     of     female 

teachers,  per  month |50.38  Increase  .49 

Teachers'  wages |22,292,349.6.'>  Increase     f;l  .118,558.85 

Cost  of  text  books, .1^1,003,084.83  Decrease         |1 8,280.49 

Salaries  of  secretaries, |269,984.9;?  Increase  |15,540.97 

Cost  of  enforcement  of  com- 
pulsory attendance |160,939.51   Increase  |5,368.58 

Fees  of  treasurers |292,517.26  Increase  .f22.202.03 


2,585 

Increase 

4 

36,498 

Increase 

824 

1,325,787 

Increase 

29,774 

1,061,534 

Increase 

32,852 

.88 

Decrease 

) 

.01 

8.28 

Decrease 

.17 

8,094 

Decrease 

334 

30,028 

Increase 

1,346 

38,122 

Increase 

1,012 
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All  other  ex]»oiises ^1(),7(]0,555.70  Increase     $1,740,465.89 

Total  expenditures, .^5;?,485,701).2:i  Increase     |4,022,105.79 

Average  nnniber  of  mills  lev- 
ied                       U.U'A  Increase                       .33 


Philadelphia. 

Xuinber  of  schools, 5,210 

>vund)er  of  male  teachers, 853 

Xnmher  of  female  teachers 5,139 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers,  per  month, f  141.45 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers,  per  month |91.14 

Xinid)er  of  pupils  in  school  at  end  of  year, 241,081 

Average  attendance, 192,207 

Cost  of  school  houses,  purchasing,  renting,  etc., |2,738,748.95 

Teachers'  wages,   ...              10,443,300.95 

Cost  of  school  text  books |218,215.83 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books, 1294,755.34 

Salary  of  secretary,   |G,000.00 

Cost  of  enforcement  of  compulsory  attendance  law,  .  .  |60, 134.56 

All  other  expenses |2,882,008.49 

Total  expenditures, .f  12,481,026.00 


Pittsburgh. 

Xund)er  of  schools, 2,453 

X umber  of  male  teachers 514 

X'umber  of  fenmle  teachers,  # 2,463 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers,  i)er  month |178.06 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers,  i)er  month |99.88 

Number  of  pupils  in  sciiool  at  <Mid  of  year 101,983 

Average  attemlance 86,949 

Teachers'  wages 12,768,515.20 

Cost  of  school  text  books |62,593.02 

Cost  of  school  houses,  jjurchasing,  renting,  etc 11,646,431.64 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books |127,128.98 

Salary  of  secretary |5,000.00 

All  other  expenses 12,117,124.56 

Total  exjieiiditures .|6,771, 052.15 
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THADDEUS   STEVENS    INDUSTKIAL   SCHOOL  LOCATED   AT 

LANCASTER,  VA 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MAY  31, 

1917. 


WALTER  A.  MILLER,  Clerk  of  Board  of  Trustees. 

RECEIPTS. 

Received  from  State,  .122,264  (51 

Received  from  sale  of  rags,  scrap  iron,  etc., 45  06 

Borrowed,  3,682  42 


Total  receipts,  |25,992  09 


EXPENDITURES. 

Barber,  |24  45 

Furnishings,  brooms,  brushes,  fixtures,  etc.,  191  08 

Conveyance,    11  80 

<  'lothing  and  dry  goods, 1,306  13 

Provisions,    4,252  38 

Fuel, 1,571  02 

Petty  cash  account,  385  35 

Ice,  29  69 

AVorkmen's  compensation  insurance,   33  72 

Interest  on  money  borrowed  temporarily,  52  63 

Lighting  and  power  (electricity), 708  63 

I'aint,  glass,  etc., 40  87 

I'rinting,  stationeiy  and  office  supplies, 158  49 

Plumbing  supplies,    6  99 

Water  rent,   129  80 

Telephone  rent,    24  00 

Repairs, 125  58 

Educational  supplies,    1,537  91 

Farm  and  lawn  supplies,  332  85 

Medical  supplies, 26  13 

Salaries,    15,042  59 

Total  expenditures,    |25,992  09 
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Stored  goods  on  hand  May  31,  191C, $758  15 

Stored  goods  on  hand  May  31,  1917, 751  92 

Difference  in  amount  of  stored  goods, G  23 

Cost  of  maintenance  for  the  year,  |25,998  32 

Scholars  enrolled: 

June,  1916,  60 

July,  1916,   60 

August,  1916, 60 

September,   1916,    60 

October,  1916,   , 59 

November,  1916, 59 

December,  1916,    60 

January,  1917, 60 

February,  1917,  60 

March,  1917, 58 

April,  1917, 56 

May,  1917,    56 

Cost  of  maintaining  one  scholar  one  week,  |8.45. 
Cost  of  maintaining  one  scholar  one  year,  |439,48. 
Cost  per  week: 

1910-1911,    ■ |10  22 

1911-1912, 9  15 

1912-1913,    8  94 

1913-1914,    8  17i 

1914-1915, 7  98i 

1915-1916,    8  441  • 

Value  of  buildings, |103,951  45 

Value  of  grounds, 120,000  00 

Value  of  personal  property    (including  $132,72,  value 

of  library), 37,439  47 

Value  of  real  and  personal  property, |261,390  92 
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Average   Monthly   Wages  of  Male  Teachers  by   Counties  for  the   School   Year 

Ending  July  2,  1917. 


Delaware .i!115  38 

Allegheny 113  87 

Elk 101  02 

McKean,   100  48 

Lackawanna 88  31 

Westmoreland,    84  61 

Luzerne, 84  20 

lieaver,   83  52 

('ambria, 83  27 

Chester, 83  21 

Washington,    81  62 

Cameron 80  83 

1  'otter 79  57 

Eric , 79  35 

Schuylkill 77  88 

Fayette,   77  53 

Montgomery,   77  23 

Tioga 77  05 

AVayne, 76  75 

Carbon,    75  61 

Susquehanna,    74  65 

Warren,   74  35 

Bucks 71  91 

lilair,    71  30 

Lancaster, 69  56 

Dauphin.    69  50 

Northampton,    69  38 

Wyoming 69  21 

Bradford,   69  05 

Lawi-ence 68  67 

Clinton,    (Hi  61 

JUitler 66  58 

N'enango,    66  54 

Lehigh, 66  15 

Armstrong 65  83 

( 'olumbia 65  75 

Northumbcrhmd •  .  .  65  38 

Jjcbanon 65  34 

Mercci- t)4  56 

Forest,   64  45 

Greene,    64  40 

Mifflin,    64  09 

Clearfield,   63  42 

.lefferson,    62  86 

( 'larion,    62  64 

Berks,    61  75 

Crawford 61  37 

Cumberland, 61  35 
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Indiana,    60  33 

Somerset, 59  57 

Centre,    58  76 

Monroe,    58  34 

Union,    58  13 

Lycoming,    58  03 

Franklin,    57  83 

Snllivan 56  93 

York • 56  84 

Pike,    56  48 

Hnntingdon 55  71 

Juniata,   55  24 

Bedford,    55  21 

Montonr,    55  04 

Perry,    54  32 

Adams,    53  32 

Snyder,    52  14 

Fulton, 45  39 


ANerage  Monthly  Wages  of  Female  Teachers  by  Counties  for  the  School  Year 

Ending  July  2,  1917. 


Allegheny,    $67  31 

Delaware,   59  87 

Westmoreland,     57  57 

Washington 57  28 

Schuylkill,    55  88 

Montgomery 55  47 

.AIcKean,    54  90 

Fayette 54  87 

Heaver 54  58 

Cambria 54  52 

< ;  reene,    53  73 

L.'liigh .• 53  41 

Elk,    53  34 

Xorthampton 53  20 

Luzerne,    53  14 

Lebanon.    52  97 

Lackawanna 52  90 

Liuicaster 52  61 

Plair 52  52 

Pucks 52  48 

( 'hestcr,    52  14 

Carbon.    51  71 

Berks 51  70 

Forest,   51  54 

I>auphin 51  03 

Xortliumberland,    50  55 

Armstrong 50  'A'.] 
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Butler,   50  25 

Erie 50  00 

Indiana 49  86 

Potter .  49  79 

Veuaugo 49  75 

Warren,    49  73 

Lawi'enco,    49  73 

Columbia,   49  51 

Cumberland,    49  48 

Cameron,   49  48 

Tioga,    48  93 

Clarion,    48  90 

Franklin,    48  75 

Mifflin 48  71 

Wayne 48  67 

York,    48  43 

Centre,  48  40 

Lycoming,    • 48  07 

Mercer,    48  00 

Bradford,    47  98 

Clinton, 47  91 

Jefferson,    47   <  9 

(Jrawford, 47  61 

Somerset,    •  •  •  •  47  56 

Montour,     47  53 

Clearfield,  47  48 

Wyoming, 47  15 

Union,   47  OS 

Monroe,    47  01 

Bedford, 46  82 

Sullivan,  46  64 

Perry 46  30 

Huntingdon, 46  09 

Juniata,   46  07 

Adams,    45  96 

Pike 45  72 

Susquehanna, 44  87 

Snyder,   44  11 

Fulton 41  82 


Average  Length  of  the  Annual  School  Term  by  Counties  for  the  School  Year 

Ending  July  2,  1917. 


Lackawanna, 


9.47 


Delaware,   9 .  26 


8.93 


Luzerne,    

Allegheny,    8-86 

Montgomery,    8 .  76 

Berks,     8.7 
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Schuylkill,    8.61 

Erie,   8.57 

Northampton,     8 .  54 

Carbon,   8 .  53 

Bucks 8.51 

McKcan, 8.48 

Dauphin 8.45 

Lehigh,    8.39 

Lawrence,    8 .  37 

Blair,   8.3G 

Chester,    8.3 

Elk,   8.28 

Northumberland 8 .  28 

Warren,   8 . 24 

Lebanon, 8 .  19 

Washington,    8 .  19 

Fayette,   8.18 

Beaver,    8.16 

Venango,    8 .  13 

Westmoreland 8 .  12 

Cambria, 8.11 

Cameron,   8 .05 

Lycoming, 8 .  03 

Mercer,    7 .  97 

Clinton 7.91 

York, .• 7 .91 

Columbia,   7 .91 

Cumberland,    7.9 

Potter,    7.85 

Crawford,   7.85 

Lancaster,   7 .  83 

Butler,   7.82 

Mifflin,  7.81 

Monroe,    7 .  81 

Montour,    7.8 

Wyoming, 7.79 

Forest,   7.77 

Bradford, 7.77 

Clearfield,   7.71 

Tioga 7.68 

Jefferson,  7 .  68 

Wayne,   7.65 

Pike, 7.64 

Armstrong,  7.6 

Susquehanna,    7.52 

Franklin,   7.49 

Centre,  7.47 

Union 7.45 

Somerset, 7 .  41 

Indiana, 7 .  38 

Huntingdon 7.37 

Sullivan , 7.31 
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Clarion,    _  „^ 

Adams ^' ^^ 

Greene, ^■;^g 

P^'-'-J- '.  7^22 

I?('df()l'(l -r-iQ 

Juniata .-  -.o 

bnyder --^ 

„,  7.11 

^"^*«"' 7.06 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  DISTRICTS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES  HxWING  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE  AND  TEN  MONTHS 
RESPECTIVELY  FOR  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JULY  2,  1917. 


Ten. 


1.  Adams,    

2.  Allegheny,    1 

3.  Annstrong:,     

4.  Beaver,    

5.  Bedford.   . 

6.  Berks,    2 

7.  Blair,    

S.  Bradford. 

9.  Bucks,    1 

10.  Butler,   1 

11.  Cambria,    

12.  Cameron,     

!,•?.  Carbon,    

14.  Centre,    

15.  Chester,    

16.  Clarion,    

17.  Clearfield,    

18.  Clinton.    

19.  Columbia.    

20.  Crawford,    i 

21.  Cumberland,    

22.  Dauphin,    

23.  Delaware,     2 

24.  Elk,     

25.  Erie,    

26.  Fayette,    

27.  Forest,    ^ 

28.  Franklin,    

29.  Fulton,    

30.  Greene,  

.31.  Huntingdon,    

.32.  Indiana,    

.33.  Jefferson,    

34.  Juniata,    

■35.  Lackawanna,     2 

36.  Lancaster,     

37.  Lawrence,    

■38.  I^banon,    

39.  Lehigh,    

40.  Luzerne,    4 

41.  T,ycoming.     

42.  McKean,    

43.  Mercer,    

44.  Mifflin,   

45.  Monroe,    

46.  Montgomery,     3 

47.  Montour,    

48.  Northamnton,     3 

49.  Northumberland,     1 

50.  Perry,    --.i.. 

51.  Pike,     

52.  Potter,    

.53.  Schuylkill.    6 

.54.  Snyder,    

.55.  Somerset,     

.56.  Sullivan,     

57.  Su.«nuehanna,     

.58.  Tioga,    

.59.  Union.     

CO.  Venango,    

61.  Warren,    

62.  Washington,    --    

63.  Wayne,    

64.  Westmoreland. 

65.  Wyoming,    .--• 

66.  York,    -- 

Total,     26 


1 

6 

27 

34 

64 

.):) 

8 

128 

.^ 

9 

30 

44 

G 

21 

28 

55 

ri 

35 

40 

14 

12 

.38 

66 

4 

7 

16 

27 

7 

14 

35 

56 

26 

7 

29 

53 

4 

11 

40 

56 

n 

19 

33 

63 

1 

4 

3 

8 

9 

8 

9 

26 

3 

4 

28 

35 

s 

47 

18 

73 

1 

8 

27 

36 

•-> 

9 

38 

49 

3 

8 

18 

29 

■•) 

•T 

•7-1 

.32 

8 

10 

39 

■■)i 

6 

8 

19 

33 

7 

13 

20 

40 

28 

14     - 

44 

3 

3 

7 

13 

6 

16 

17 

.39 

6 

24 

13 

43 

6 

3 

9 

1 

.3 

16 

20 

1 

11 

12 

1 

1 

25 

27 

1 

4 

43 

48 

3 

5 

34 

42 

3 

r, 

25 

33 

3 

14 

17 

14 

20 

6 

42 

r> 

13 

43 

61 

.5 

9 

13 

27 

7 

( 

10 

24 

6 

9 

11 

26 

31 

24 

15 

74 

3 

n 

.38 

52 

6 

14 

9 

90 

8 

6 

34 

48 

0 

4 

S 

14 

5 

1 

13 

19 

24 

24 

13 

64 

1 

10 

11 

17 

10 

11 

41 

7 

9 

21 

38 



4 

26 

30 

9 

:7 

7 

12 

5 

7 

IS 

30 

26 

k; 

20 

(iS 



0 

16 

IS 

o 

6 

39 

47 

.) 

8 

13 

3 

10 

29 

42 

5 

16 

19 

40 

1 

1 

13 

15 

'i 

7 

19 

31 

3 

19 

9 

31 

12 

34 

23 

69 

5 

7 

18 

30 

12 

34 

17 

63 

4 

8 

12 

24 

8 

23 

41 

72 

482 

738 

1,.3.39 

2,585 

662  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 


STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  SCHOOLS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE  AND  TEN  MONTHS 
RESPECTIVELY  FOR  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JULY  2,  1917. 


County.  Ten. 


1.  Adams.    1  37  173  211 

2    Allegheny        6  3,966  898  55  4,925 

3.  Armstrong,     .— — — 114  38  320  472 

4    Beaver,         —        68  295  211  574 

5.  Bedford,     50  293  343 

6  Berks,      399  U5  85  343  972 

7  Blair            -     .      ^    311  142  154  607 

8.'  Bradford,    —  134  83  250  467 

9    Bucks,      5  247  70  124  446 

10.  Butler, 11  128  51  262  452 

11.  Cambria.    - 436  200  342  978 

12.  Cameron,     17  26  14  57 

13.  Carbon,    159  54  78  291 

14.  Centre,    63  12  249  324 

15.  Cliester,    143  390  87  620 

16.  Clarion.    12  46  228  286 

17.  Clearfield.    132  162  343  637 

18.  Clinton,     68  56  88  212 

19.  Columbia,     124  36  166  326 

20.  Crawford - 168  60  283  511 

21.  Cumberland,    113  54  170  337 

22.  Dauphin,    436  141  140  717 

23.  Delaware,     - 48  588  80    716 

24.  Elk,     70  38  114  222 

25    Erie            -  -                364  167  150  681 

26."  Fayette,    224  662  126  1,012 

27.  Forest,    61  .32  93 

28.  Franklin.     — --  50  84  287  421 

29.  Fulton,    5  79  84 

30.  Greene,    25  4  242  271 

31.  Huntingdon,     36  35  216  287 

32.  Indiana,    53  60  341  454 

33.  Jefferson,     91  64  248  403 

34.  Juniata.    20  94  114 

35.  Lackawanna,     674  .52  .519  34  1,279 

36.  Lancaster.     •- 261  102  502  865 

37.  Lawrence,    — -    269  70  103  442 

38.  Lebanon,    154  84  139  377 

39    Lehieh            -           329  138  150  617 

4o'  luzerne                 '           -    312  899  594  87  1,892 

«■  Lvcomfng:"::::::::: 48  272  191  511 

tl:  McKean,^: 162  155  23  340 

43.  Mercer,    ^3  135  327  5.35 

44.  Mifflin.     ^8  52  7i  184 

45.  Monroe,     '"  '  10»  ^°^ 

46.  Montgomery,     57  554  242  84  937 

47.  Montour,    ^*    4^  83 

48.  Northampton,     22  450  134  105  711 

4!).  Northumberland,     28  321  145  139  633 

rn     T^prrv                                   - 35  151  186 

^1     Pike                                        17  12  42  71 

'59'  Potter         '-'"                     -    60  51  100  211 

£.  Sehuylkilf.""-""----- 109  571  219  187  1,086 

54    Snvder        15  116  131 

55:  Somerset:' 56  64  388  508 

.56.  Sullivan,     -----  31  '3  104 

.57.  Susquehanna,    47  50  184  281 

58     Tioga,               ^5  107  163  315 


,59.  Union, 


9  15  80         104 


60.  Venango.    ]^  f  150  4^ 

61.  Warren      132  140  74  346 

62.  Washington,    372  411  220  1.003 

63    Wayne,    4o  o5  ids  2bb 

64'.  Westmoreland,    336  874  197  1,407 


65.  Wyoming, 


32  36  65  133 


3!  York,    -7-"-" •'^26  97  404  827 

Total,     1'671     14,466      9,197    11,164    36, 
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VALUATION  OF  SCHOOL  PROPERTY  IN  PENNSYLVANIA  FOR  SCHOOL 
YEAR  ENDING  JULY  1,  1917. 


Adams,   .^366,812  00 

Allegheny 36,250,388  00 

Armstrong 1,044,703  43 

Beaver,   2,279,472  52 

Bedford,   391,272  19 

Berks,   3,307,760  81 

Blair 2,095,250  08 

Bradford,    850,365  00 

Bucks, 1,093,838  12 

Butler , 1,371,075  12 

Cambria 3,318,963  90 

Cameron,    95,704  00 

Carbon, 1,160,559  58 

Centre,    749,445  00 

Chester,    2,088,666  35 

Clarion 358,204  00 

Clearfield,    1,537,316  00 

Clinton 595,668  00 

Columbia 682,250  61 

Crawford,     1,074,128  00 

Cumberland 851,622  80 

Dauphin,    .'. 3,129,711  10 

Delaware,     3,253,580  09 

Elk 603,790  78 

Erie 3,466,549  00 

Favette 3,958,577  88 

Forest 123,760  00 

Franklin 897,184  00 

Fulton,   68,445  00 

Greene 388.003  04 

Huntingdon,    375,001  00 

Indiana,    819,617  41 

Jefferson,   781,645  00 

Juniata 174,185  00 

Lackawanna 6,099,225  84 

Lancaster,    2,810,427  56 

Lawrence 1,469,205  75 

Lebanon 1,416,619  00 

Lehigh 3,266,253  12 

Luzerne 8,833,348  94 

Lycoming 1,360,246  18 

McKean,  948,804  00 

Mercer 1,453,127  00 

Mifflin 261,934  00 

Monroe, 385,185  00 

Montgomery 3.764,308  73 

Montour,    .' 181,735  00 

Northampton,    3,477,768  30 

Northumberland,    2,432,856  09 
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Peirv 281,695  00 

Pike;   81,040  00 

Potter 337,488  00 

Sclmvlkill 3,540,102  00 

Snvder 140,505  00 

Soinerset 1 .001,805  00 

Snllivan 1 11,730  95 

Siisqiielinniia,    417,182  74 

Tioga 410,407  87 

Union 173,889  32 

N'enango 1,095,585  62 

Warren 1,203.656  50 

Washington 3,170,589  79 

Wavne,   397,685  00 

Westmoreland 5,042,031  28 

Wvoniino 196,925  00 

Vin-k 2,356,983  64 

Philadelphia 35,413,900  00 


Total fl  73,150,768  91 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF   STATE  AID  TO  NORMAL  SCHOOL  STUDENTS  FOR 
SCHOOL   YEAR  ENDING   JULY,  1917. 

DISTRICT.  LOCATION.  AMOUNT. 

First,  West    Chester,    $48,774  .50 

Second,     Millersville,     --  22,189  50 

Third,    Kutztown,     22,149  00 

Fourth.    _ East    .Stroudsburg,    19,861  50 

Fifth,    iMansfleld^    27.763  00 

Sixth,    Bloomsburg,    25,852  50 

Seventh,  Shippensburg,   21,646  50 

Eighth,    Lock    Haven,    15,810  00 

Ninth,   Indiana,     54,010  .50 

Tenth.     California,    22,356  00 

Eleventh.  _ Slii>pery    Rock,    23,520  00 

Twelfth, - Edinboro,    16,822  50 

Thirteenth,  Clarion,    14,295  00 


Total,    •— $355,050  50 

NOTE— The  amounts  given  paid  the  tuition  of  the  students  in  full,  the  State  thus  furnishing 
free  tuition  to  all  persons  desiring  to  prepare  themselves   for  teaching  in   the  public  schools. 


CORNPLANTER  INDIAN  SCHOOL. 


Receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  Cornplanter  Indian  School,  situ- 
ated on  the  Allegheny  river  in  Warren  county,  for  tlie  school  year 
ending  July,  1917,  as  per  Act  of  Assembly  approved  March  30,  1917. 

Receipts. 

Balance  from  last  year .|4  46 

State  appropriation   600  00 

Total    ,1604  46 

Expenditures. 

Teacher's  salary  and  institute  fee |411  00 

Fuel  (coal,  wood,  oil),  delivered 140  07 

Repairs  to  heating  system   11  75 

Books  and  supplies 25  87 

Insurance    , ' 7  50 

Other  expenses S  27 

Total    $604  46 

Attendance. 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled  18 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  during  term 92 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  during  last  month 90 

Cost  per  pupil  per  month |4  28 
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West  Chester,  $60  00 

Millersville,    60  00 

Kutztown,    80  00 

East  Stroudsburg,   60  00 
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California,    60  00 
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Clarion,    , 61  50 
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Location. 
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City  or 

Town. 

County 

•si 

a 

O 

P 

COLLEGES  AND  UNIVERSITIES. 
Albright  Colleg-e,   


Myerstown,    Lebanon,     — .       1902       1902 


Allegheny   College,    Meadville,   Crawford,    — 

Beaver  College,  Beaver.    Beaver.    

Bryn   Mawr   College.    — Bryn  Mawr,    Montgomery, 

Bueknell    University.    Lewisburg.   '_ Union,    

Carnegie  Institute  of  Technology,—  Pittsburgh,    Allegheny,    — 


Dickinson    College.    — Carlisle.   

Drexel   Institute,    Philadelphia, 


Cumberland. 
Philadelphia, 


Dropsie    College,    

Duquesne  University.  

Franklin  and  Marshall  College, 

Geneva    College,    

Grove   City    College,    — 

Haverford    College. 

Irving   College,    

Juniata    College,    

Lafayette   College,    

La  Salle  College,  

Lebanon  "Valley  College,  

Lphigh   University,    

Lincoln    University,    

Moravian    College,     

Moravian  Seminary  and  College  lor 

Women,    

Muhlenberg    College,    

Pennsylvania    College,    

Pennsylvania   College   for  Women, -- 

Pennsylvania   Military   College,    

Pennsylvania  State  College,  

St.   Josephs  College,  

St.   Vincent   College,    

Susquehanna  University,  

Swarthmore  College,   

Temple  University,  

Thiel    College,    

University  of  Pennsylvania,  

L'niversity  of  Pittsburgh,   

Ursinus    College,    

Villanova  College.    

Washington   and  Jefferson  College,-  Washington.  Washington, 

Waynesburg  College,  Waynesburg, Greene,   

Westminster   College.    New  Wilmington. Lawrence,   .. 

Wilson    College,    Ohambersburg,    Franklin,    _. 


Philadelphia,  Philadelphia,  _ 

Pittsburgh,    Allegheny,    — 

Lancaster,    Lancaster.    

Beaver  Falls.  Beaver,    

Grove    City.    Mercer.   

Haverford,    Delaware.    

Mechanicsburg,    Cumberland,   . 

Huntingdon.   Huntingdon,    _ 

Easton.    Northampton. 

Philadelphia.    Philadelphia,  - 

Annville,    —  Lebanon,    

South   Bethlehem,   Northampton. 

Lincoln   University,   -.  Chester,   

Bethlehem,   Northampton. 

Bethlehem,   Northampton. 

Allentown.    Lehigh.     

Gettysburg,     Adams,     

Pittsburgh.    Allegheny,    _.. 

Chester.   Delaware,    

State  College,    Center,   

Philadelphia,    — -  Philadelphia,  . 

Beatty,    Westmoreland, 

Selinsgrove,   Snyder.    

Swarthmore.   Delaware.    

Philadelphia.    Philadelphia.  _ 

Greenville.    — .  Mercer,    

Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,  _ 

Pittsburgh,    Allegheny,    .-_ 

CoUegeville,   Montgomery, 

Villanova,  Delaware, 


THEOLOGICAL   SEMINARIES. 


Crozer   Theological    Seminary,    . 
Lutheran  Theological  Seminary. 


Upland.   Delaware,    

Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,  _ 

Meadville  Theological  Seminary,   ...  Meadville,   Crawford,     — 

Moravian  Theological  Seminary,   ...  Bethlehem,     Northampton. 

St.   Vincent  Theological  Seminary,..  Beatty,    Westmoreland, 

The     Evangelical      Lutheran     Theo- 
logical   Seminary.    Gettysburg,    Adams,  

Theological  Seminary,    Lincoln  Unl-  ; 

versity,    Lincoln   University.    .-  Chester.   

The  Western.  Theological  Seminary,  Pittsburgh.    Allegheny.    ... 

MEDICAL   OO'LLEGES. 

Hahnemann  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,    — Philadelphia, 

Medical  School.  University  of  Peim- 

sylvania.    ■..  Philadelphia,    __. Philadelphia, 

School    of    Medicine,    University   of 

Pittsburgh,    Pittsburgh.    Allegheny.    — 
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1884 

1833 
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1878 

1832 
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1866 
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1846 
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K«Us:ioHE   Penoiuination. 


Official   Title   of    Officer 
in  Oh  arse. 


Name    of    the    President.    Principal 
or    Superintendent. 


United  Evangelical.   -  President.   Rev.  C.  Clarence  Hunt,  M.  O..  B.  D., 

D.    D. 

Methodist   Episcopal,    President,   Wm.  H.  Crawford,  D.  D.,  LL.  T>. 

Methodist   Episcopal,    President,   Kev.  Horace  B.  Haskell.  M.  A.,  D.  D. 

Undenominational.   President,   M.   Carey  Thomas,   Ph.   D.,   LL.   D. 

Baptist,   President,   John  Howard  Harris,  Ph.  D.,   LL.  P. 

Non-sectarian,    Director,    Arthur    Arton    Hamerschlag,    Se.    D., 

LL.   D. 

Methodist.    President.   -James  Henry  Morgan,  LL.  D. 

Non-sectarian,    President.   Hollis  Godfrey,  Sc.  D.,   Eng.  D.,  LL. 

D..  D.  O.   L. 

Non-sectarian.    President.   -  Cyrus  Adler,   B.  A.,   M.   A.,  Ph.  D. 

Catholic.  President.   Very   Rev.   M.   A.   Hehir,    LL.   D. 

President,   Henry  Harbaugh  Apple,  D.  D..  LL.  D. 

Reformed  Presbyterian.  President.   Dr.   R.   H.   Martin. 

None.    President.   Weir  C.    Ketler,   A.   M. 

Friends,    President.   W.   W.  Comfort,   Ph.  D..   Litt.  D. 

Lutheran,  President.  E.  E.  Campbell.  A.  M.,  Ph.  D. 

Church  of  Brethren,   President.   J.    Harvey   Brumbaugh,    A.    M. 

Presbyterian,    .- President.   _  John  H.    McCracken,   LL.   D. 

Roman   Cathohc,   President.   Brother  D.  Edward,  LL.  D. 

Um'ted  Brethren  in  Christ.  .—  President.   G.  D.  Gossard,  A.  B.,  B.  D. ,  D.  D. 

Non-sectarian,    President.   Henry  S.  Drinker,  E.  M..  UL,  D. 

Presbyterian.    President.   Rev.  John  B.  Kendall.  D.  D. 

Moravian,    President.   Augustus  Schultze,  D.  D..  L.  H.  D. 

Moravian.    President.  J.   H.   Clewell,   Ph.   D. 

Lutheran,   President.   John  A.   W.    Haas,  D.  D.,   LL.   D. 

Lutheran. President.   W.  A.   Granville,  Ph.   D.,  LL.  D. 

LTndenominational,   President.   John  Carey  Acheson.   LL.  D. 

Non-sectarian,    President.   Charles  E.  Hyatt,  LI/.  D. 

Non-denominational.    President.   Edwin  Erie  Sparks,   Ph.   D..    LL.   D. 

Roman  Catholic,   Reverend  President,  Rev.  J.  Cliarles  Davey,  S.  J. 

Roman   Catholic.   Director,    Rev.    Ernest  Gensheimer,    Ph.   D. 

Lutheran, President,   Chas.  T.   Aikens.  D.   D. 

Non-sectarian,    ^ President.   Joseph  Swain,  B.  L.,  M.  S.,  LL.  D. 

Undenominational,   President.   Russell  H.   Conwell.  D.   D.,    LL.   D. 

Lutheran.   President,   ._._  Henry  W.    Elson,   A.    M.,    Litt.   D. 

Non-sectarian,    Provost.    Dr.   Edgar  Fahs  Smith. 

Undenominational,   Chancellor,  Samuel  Black  McCormiek. 

Reformed,    President,   George  Leslie  Omwake,  A.  M..  Pd.  D. 

Roman  Catholic,   President,   Rev.  James  J.  Dean,  O.  S.  A..  A.  M.. 

M.   S. 

Non-sectarian.    President,   F.  W.  Hinitt,  Ph.  D.,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Presbyterian,    President,   Herbert  Pterrepont  Houghton,  Ph.  D. 

United  Presbyterian.  President.   Rev.   W.   Chas.  Wallace,,  D.  D. 

Presbyterian.    - President,   Ethelbert  D.  Warfield,  D.  D.,  LL.  D., 

Litt.  D. 

Baptist,   — President.   Milton  G.   Evans,   S.    S.,   LL.   D. 

Lutheran,   Dean,    Rev.  Henry  E.  Jacobs,  D.  D.,  LL.  D., 

S.  T.  D. 

Unitarian,    President.   Franklin  C.  Southworth,  B.  D.".  D.  D. 

Moravian.    President,  Augustus  Schultze,  D.  D..   L.   H.  D. 

Roman  Catholic.   Director.    Rev.  Ernest  Gensheimer,  O.  S.  B..  Ph. 

D. 
Lutheran,   President,   J.   A.    Singmastcr,   D.  D. 

Presbyterian,    President.  John  B.  Rendell.  D.   D. 

Presbyterian.    President.   Rev.  Jam?s  A.  Kelso,  Ph.  D.,  D.  D. 


None.    Dean. 


W.  A.  Pearson.  Ph.  C. ,  Ph.  D.,  M.  D. 


Undenominational.   Dean.    Provost  Edgar  F.  Smith,  Ph.  D. ,  Sc. 

D.,   LL.  D. 
Non-sectarian.    Dean.    Thomas  Shaw  Arbuthnot,  A.  B.,  M.  T>. 
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a 
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Name    o 

f    Institution. 

Oity   or 

Town . 

County 

Date    of    org 
foundation. 

t.1 
a 

o 
a; 
a 
Q 

Temple  University,  Medical  Depxat- 
ment.    Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,    

The  Woman's  Medical  College,  Philadelphia. Pliiladelphia,     

VETERINARY    MEDICINE. 

School  of  Veterinary  Medicine,  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania.   Philadelpliia,    Philadelphia,    1884 

COLLEGES   OF   PHARMACY. 

Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,..  Philadelphia,    Philadelphia.    

Pittsburgh  College  of  Pharmacy,--.  Pittsburgh.    Allegheny,    

Temple    University,    Pharmacy    De- 
partment.     Philadelphia.    Philadelphia,    

DENTAL  COLLEGES. 

School   of   Dentistry,    University   of 

Pittsburgh,    Pittsburgh.    Allegheny,    

Temple   University,    Dental   College,  Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,    

University   of  Pennsylvania,   Dental 

Department.    Pliiladelphia.    Philadelphia,    


1884 
1850 


1821 
1878 


1888 
1850 


1822 
1878 


1884        1888 


1896 

1884 


1896 
1888 


LAW    SCHOOLS. 


Dickinson  School  of  Law.  Carlisle.  Cumberland, 

University    of    Pennsylvania,     Law 
School. Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 


1834 
1790 


1890 
1735 


No.  11. 


HIGHER  EDUCATION. 


699 


OF  LEARNING— Continued. 


Religious   Denomination.         Otticial   Title   of    OflScer      Name    of    the    President,    Principal 

in  Charge.  or   Superintendent. 


Dean.     Frank  C.  Hammond,  M.  D.,  F.  A.  C. 

S. 

Non-sectarian,    Dean.    Dr.    Martha    I'racy,    Acting   Dean,    A. 

B.,   M.   D.,   Ph.   G. 


Undenominational,   Dean.    Louis  A.  Klein,  V.  M.  D. 


Non-sectarian.    Dean. 

None,    Dean. 


President,    Howard   B.    French. 

Julius  A.  Koch,  Th.  D.,  Sc.  D.,  Phar. 

D. 
Dean.    John  R.  Minehart,  M.  D. ,  Phar.  D. 


Non-sectarian,    Dean.    H.  Edmund  Friesell,  B.  S.,  D.  D.  S. 

Dean.    S.  H.  Guilford,  A.  M..  D.  D.  S..  Ph. 

D. 
Undenominational.   Dean.    Dr.  E.  O.  Kirk. 


Non-denominational.    Dean,    

Non-sectarian,    Dean.    


._  Wm.   Trickett,   LL.  D. 

„  William  E.  Mikell.  B.  S.,  LL.  M. 
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College  and  University  Council 

(Authorzed  by  Act  of  June  26,   1895.) 
Members  Ex-officio — Governor  Martin  G.  Brumbaugh,  President ;    Attorney-General, 

Francis  Sliunk  Brown  :    Sniicrintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Nathan  C.  Schaef- 

fer,  Seci'ctary. 
Edgar  F.  Smith,  Philadelphia. 
Edwin  E.  Sparks,  State  College,  Centre  County. 
E.  DeV.  Morrel,  Philadelphia. 

Samuel  B.  McCormick,  Pittsburgh,  Allegheny  County. 
J.  H.  Harris,  Lewisburg,  Union  County. 
Henry  S.  Drinker,  South  Bethlehem,  Northampton  County. 
H.  H.  Apple,  Lancaster,  Lancaster  County. 
W.  H.  Crawford,  Meadville,  Crawford  County. 
Samuel  Hamilton,  Wilkinsburg,  Allegheny  County. 


STATE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

(Authorized  by  Act  of  May  18,   1911.) 
(Office  in  Telegraph  Building.) 
President  and  Member  Ex-officio — Nathan  C.  SchaefEer. 
William  Lauder,  Riddlesburg,  Bedford  County. 
James  M.  Coughlin,  Wilkes-Barre,  Luzerne  County. 
Robert  C.  Shaw,  Greensburg,  Westmoreland  County. 
E.  S.  Templeton,  Greenville,  Mercer  County. 
John  P.  Garber,  Philadelphia. 
Marcus  Aaron,  Pittsburgh. 
J.  George  Becht,  Executive  Secretary. 
Hubert  C.  Eiclier,  Assistant  Secretary. 
H.  C.  Richards,  Consulting  Architect. 
M.  I.  Kast,  Consulting  Architect. 
Miss  Edna  M.  Kugler,  Stenographer. 
Miss  Emma  B.  Harclerode,  Stenographer. 
Miss  Edna  Viola  Eckert,  Stenographer. 
Miss  Helen  Glenn,  State  Supervisor  of  Mothers'  Pensions. 
Miss  Frances  Colbourne,  Cleric  to  State  Supervisor  of  Mothers''  Pensions. 


BUREAU  OF  MEDICAL  EDUCATION  AND  LICENSURE. 

MEMBERS  EX-OFFICIO. 
Dr.  Natlian  C.  Schaeffer,  Harrisburg;  *Dr.  Samuel  G.  Dixon,  Harrisburg. 

MEMBERS  BY  APPOINTMENT. 

(Authorized  by  Act  of  June  3,   1911.) 
Joliii  j\I.  Baldy,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia;   *Daniel  P.  Maddux,  M.  D.,  Chester;   Irvin 
D.  Metzger,   M.  D.,   Pittsburgh ;   Adolph   Koenig,   M.  D.,   Pittsburgh ;    Calvin  R. 
Johnstonbaugh,  M.  D.,  Bethlehem. 

'Deceased. 

(707) 


708  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

OFFICERS. 
John  M.  Baldy,  M.  D.,  President,  2219  Delancy  St.,  Philadelphia;  Dr.  Nathan  C. 

Schaeffer,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Department  Public  Instruction,  Harrisburg. 
Miss  Mary  Y.  McReynolds,  Clerk,  Harrisburg. 
Miss  Jennie  V.  Wagner,  Stenographer,  Harrisburg. 
Miss  Marguerite  V.  Witmyer,  Stenographer,  New  Cumberland. 


DENTAL  COUNCIL  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

(Authorized  by  Act  of  May  7,    1907.) 

Chris  S.  Van  Horn,  D.  D.  S.,  President,  PJoomsburg,  Pa. 
Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

*Samuel  G.  Dixon,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Sc.  D.,  Commissioner  of  Health,  Bryn  Mawr,  Pa. 
Alexander  H.  Reynolds,  D.  D.  S.,  Secretary  Board  of  Dental  Examiners,  4630  Ches- 
ter Ave.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Paul  W.  Houck,  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs,  Shenandoah,  Pa. 

Clerics  and  Stenographer. 

Miss  Mary  Y.  McReynolds,  201  State  St.,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
Miss  Edith  L.  Breitinger,  1418  N.  Second  St.,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
H.  H.  Fleisher,  1517  State  St.,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

^Deceased. 
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Pennsylvania  State  School  Officers 


HARRISBURG,  PA.,  NOVEMBER  1,  1916. 
DEPARTMENT   OF   PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION. 

(Office  in  the  Capitol.) 


Siipefintendetit  of  Public  Instruction. 
NATHAN  C.  SOHAEFFER. 


Deputy  Superintendents. 
A.  D.  GLENN  and  REED  B.  TEITRICK. 


High  School  Inspectors. 
C.  D.  KOCH,  W.  M.  DENISON, 

THOMAS  S.  MARCH,  JAMES  G.  PENTZ. 


Other  Officers  of  the  Department. 
R.  M.  McNEAL,  Financial  Clerk,  U.  G.  FRY,  Statistical  Clerk, 

H.  H.  FLEISHER,  Recording  Clerk.  J.  O.  KNAUSS,  Messenger. 


Stenographers. 
MISS  MARY  Y.  McREYNOLDS,  MISS  ETHEL  K.  BALDWIN, 

MISS  EDITH  L.  BREITINGER,  MISS  RUTH  L.  GRISSINGER. 


Bureau  of  Professional  Education. 

(Authorized  by  Act  of  June  19,  1911.) 
John  Loman,  Examiner. 
A.  Davis  Jackson,  Examiner  and  School  Visitor. 

Stenographers. 
Miss  Harriet  Leon,  422  Perry  Bldg.,  16th  and  Chestnut  Sts.,  Philadelphia. 
Miss  Emma  S.  Longacre,  422  Perry  Bldg.,  16th  and  Chestnut  Sts.,  Philadelphia. 
C  Blaine  Smathers,  Examiner  and  School  Visitor.* 

Miss  Jane  H.  Stark,  Stenographer,  Room  101  State  Hall,  University  of  Pittsburgh, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


*In  service  of  U.   S.  Government — C.  B.  Robertson,  Acting  Examiner. 
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Bureau  of  Vocational  Education. 
(Office  in  Union  Trust  Building.) 
Agricultural  Division. 
L.  H.  Dennis,  Director  of  Agricultural  Education. 
H.  C.  Fetterolf,  Supervisor  of  Agricultural  Education. 
J.  K.  Bowman,  Supervisor  of  Agricultural  Education. 
H.  E.  Gayman,  Supervisor  of  Agricultural  Education. 
Miss  Anne  C.  Perry,  Supervisor  of  Home  Education. 
Miss  Ruth  A.  Boring,  Stenographer. 
Miss  Carrie  E.  Garver,  Stenographer. 
Miss  Helen  R.  Stephens,  Stenographer. 

Industrial  Division. 
Millard  B.  King,  Director  of  Industrial  Education. 
Wallace  E.  Hackett,  Supervisor  of  Industrial  Education. 
William  P.  Loomis,  Supervisor  of  Industrial  Education. 
Paul  E.  Beck,  Supervisor  of  Music  and  Drawing. 
Mrs.  Anna  G.  Green,  Supervisor  of  Household  Arts  Education. 
Miss  Sara  J.  Hoerner,  Stenographer. 
Miss  Edna  P.  Comp,  Stenographer. 
Miss  Lillie  E.  Roth,  Stenographer. 


STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 


District. 


Principal. 


Postofflce. 


First,    — 
Second,    - 

Third, 

Fourth.    _ 

Fifth,    

Sixth.    

Seventh, 
Eighth.    . 

Ninth.  

Tenth.    .. 
Eleventh. 
Twelfth, 
Thirteenth 


George  M.  Philips, 
P.  M.  Harbold.  - 
A.    C.   Rothermel, 

E.    L.   Kemp,   

W.    B.    Straughn, 
D.   J.   Waller,   Jr., 
Ezra    Lehman,    — . 

Charles  Lose,  

James   E.   Ament, 
W.   S.   Hertzog,   _. 
Isaac  N.  Moore,  — 
Frank  E.   Baker,  . 
Amos  P.   Reese,   — 


West    Chester. 

Millers  ville. 

Kutztown. 

E;ist  Stroudsburg. 

Mansfield. 

Bloomsburg. 

Shippensburg. 

Lock   Haven. 

Indiana. 

California. 

Slippery   Rock. 

Edinboro. 

Clarion. 
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County. 


Name. 

(Commission  expires 

May.    1918.) 


Adams,    

Allegheny.    

Armstrong.    

Beaver.    

Bedford.    

Berks,   

Blair.    

Bradford,   

Bucks,    

Butler,    

Cambria,    

Cameron,    

Carbon.   

Centre,  

Chester,    

Clarion.   

Clearfield,   

Clinton.    

Columbia,    

Crawford,    

Cumberland.   

Dauphin,    

Delaware,    

Elk,    

Erie,    

Payette,    

Forest,   _— . 

Franklin,    

Fulton,    

Greene.   

Huntingdon,   

Indiana.  

Jefferson,    

Juniata,    

Lackawanna,    .-. 

Lancaster,    

Lawrence,   

Lebanon,    

Lehigh.    

Luzerne,    

Lycoming,    

McKean,     

Mercer,   

Mifflin,    

Monroe,   

Montgomery,    .. 

Montour.    

Northampton,    _. 
Northumberland , 

Perry,  

Pike.    

Potter.   

Schuylkill,    

Snyder.    

Somerset,    

Sullivan,    

Susnuehanna,  — . 

Tioga,    

Union,    

Venango,    

Warren.   

Washington,   

Wayne.    

Westmoreland,    . 

Wyoming,    

York.    -. .._. 


H.  Milton  Roth,  — _. 
Samuel  Hamilton,  _. 

C.   M.   Heilman,  

David  C.  Locke,  — . 
Lloyd  H.   Hinkle.  - 

E.  M.  Rapp,  

T.    S.   Davis,   

Leon  J.   Russel,   

J.   H.  Hoffman,  

Frank  A.  McClung, 

M.  S.  Bentz,  

C.  E.  Plasterer,  

James  J.  Bevan,  __. 
David  O.  Etters,  — . 
Thomas  A.   Bock.  -. 

N.   E.   Heeter,   

CyiTJS  A.   Weisgerber, 


Postoffice. 


Gettysburg,  _. 
Wilkiiisburg.  . 
Kittanning.     _. 

Beaver,   

Bedford,    

Reading,    

Altoona,     

Towanda,    

Doylostown,   _. 

Butler,     

Ebeusburg,   ... 
Emporium,   ... 
Mauch   Chunk. 
State  College, 
West  Chester, 

Clarion,    

Clearfield, 


Ira   N,    McOloskey,    j  Lock  Haven, 


Wm.    W.   Evans, 

P.    D.    Blair,    

J.    Kelso  Green,    

Frank  E.    Shambaugh. 
A,  G.  Criswell  Smith,  - 

J.   W.   Sweeney,   

I.    H.  .Russell,   

John  S.    Carroll,   

J.  O,   Carson,  

L.    E.    Smith,    \ 

J.    Emery  Thomas,   ... 
Harry  D.   Freeland.   ... 

L.    E.    Boyer,    

James  P.   Chapman,   .. 
L.    Mayne   Jones,    

C.  E.  Kauffman.  ...i.. 

J.   C.   Taylor.   

Daniel   Pleisher,    

R.   G.    Leslie.   

John  W.  Snoke,  ._ 

Alvin    Rupp,    -. 

Frank  P.  Hopper, 

G.    B.   Milnor,   

Chas.   W.   Lillibridge,  . 
H.    E.    McConnell,    .... 

Lawrence  Ruble,  

Prank  Koehler,   

J.  Horace  Landis, 

Chas.   W.   Derr,  

Geo.   A.    Grim,   

I.   H.   Mauser,   

Daniel   A.    Kline,    

Lucian   Westbxook.    ... 

R.    O.   Welfling,t   

Livingston  Seltzer,   

T.  A.   Stetler,  . 

D.  W.   Seibert.   

Harry  R.   Henning.   __. 
Geo.    A.    Stearns,    

E.  A.    Retan,    

Wm.   W.    Spigelniyer,   . 
Dallas  W.  Armstrong, 

C.    S.    Knai)p,    

L.   R.    CTumrine,    

J.  -J.   Koehler,  

Robert    C.    Shaw,    

John   E.   Morgan,   

C.    W.    Stine.   


Bloomsburg, 

Meadville,    

Carlisle.    

Lykens,    

Media,    

St.   Marys,    

North    East,    ... 

Uniontown,    

Tionesta,    

Chambersburg. 
McConnellsburg , 
Waynesburg.   ... 
Huntingdon,    ... 

Indiana,    

Brookville,    

McAhsterville,   .. 

Scranton,    

Lancaster,    

New  Castle,   

Lebanon,   

Allentown,     

Wilkes-Barre,     .. 

Muncy,    

Smcthport,   

Mercer,    

McVeytown,     — 
Stroudsburg,    ... 

Norristown,    

Washington  ville, 

Nazareth,    

Sunbury,    

New  Bloomfield, 

Matamoras,    

Coudersport,   ... 

Pottsville,   

Middleburg,    

Somerset,     

Lopez,   

Kingsley,    

Mansfield,    

Mifflinburg,     

Franklin,    

Warren,    

Washington,    ... 

Honesdale,    

Greensburg.    

Tunkhannock,  ._ 
York,   


Salary. 


$-2,000 
»2O,90O 
2,000 
3.000 
2,000 
4.000 
2,000 
2,500 
3,000 
2,250 
4,220 
1,800 
3,000 
2,000 
3,000 
2,364 
2,400 
2,000 
3,000 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
3,500 
3,100 
2,500 
3,500 
1,500 
2,500 
1,500 
2,500 
2,000 
2,200 
2,300 
1,560 
5.0OO 
3,000 
2,000 
2,250 
2,200 
5,000 
3,000 
2.500 
2,000 
1,675 
1,900 
5,000 
1,500 
2,750 
2,500 
1,950 
1,500 
2,500 
3,500 
1,640 
2,000 
1,600 
2,000 
2,500 
1,700 
2,500 
2,500 

3,ono 

2,300 
8,500 
2,000 
2,500 


•Of  this  amount  Supt.  Hamilton  receives 
tDied  January  10,  1915. 


7,000,  the  remainder  is  paid  to  assistants. 
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DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENTS. 


City,    Borough    or 
Township. 


Abington  twp.  (Montgomery 
Co.) 

Altoona,    

Allentown,    

Ambridge,    

Archbald.    

Ashland.    

Bangor,   

Beaver  Falls.  

Berwick.    

Bethlehem.   

Blakely.   

Bloomsburg,  

Bj-addock.    

Bradford.   

Bristol,    

Butler.    

Carbondale,    

Carlisle,   

Carnegie,    

Chambersburg,    

Oharleroi.   

Cheltenham     twp.,      (Mont- 
gomery  Co.) 

Chester,  

Coal      twp.,      (Northumber- 
land Co.) 

Coatesville.    

Columbia.    

Connellsville,    

Conshohocken.    

Coraopolis.    

Corry,    

Danville,    

Darby,    

Dickson  City,  

Donora,   

DuBois,    

Dunmore.    

Duquesne,   

Easton,    

Ellwood   City,    

Erie,    

Farrell,    

Franklin.     

German   township,    (Fayette 
Co.) 

Greensbnrg,   

Greenville,    

Hanover,    

Harrisburg,   

Hazleton,    

Hazle     township,      (Luzerne 
Co.) 

Homestead.   

Huntingdon,     

Jeannette,    

Johnstown,    

Juniata,     

Kane.     

Kittanning,    

Lancaster,    

Lansford.   

Latrobe,    

Lebanon.     

Ijewistown,     

Lock   Haven,    

Lower      Merion      township, 
(Montgomery    Co.) 

McKeesport,    „ 

McKees    Rocks,    , 

Mahanoy   City,    

Mahanoy  township,   (Schuyl- 
kill  Co.) 

Meadville,    

Middletown.    


Name. 

(Commission  expires 

May.   1918.) 


Postofflce. 


Edward   S.    Ling.    Glenside, 


S.    H.    Layton,    

H.    W.    Dodd,    

B.   S.   Bayle,    

William  A.   Kelly,   

J.   C.  Weiriek,  

John  W.  Gruver,  

Clyde  C.  Green,  

J.    Y.    Shambach,    

Wm.    G.    Cleaver.   

Harry  B.   Anthony,  

L.    Parvin   Sterner,    

F.    C.    Steltz,    

Ed.    E.    Schermerhorn,    ._ 

Louise  D.   Baggs,    

John  A.  Gibson,  

Patrick   M.    Brennan,   

John   C.   Wagner,   

Thomas  J.   (Jeorge,   

U.    L.   Gordy,   

Thos.    L.    Pollock.    

Oscar  W.    Ackerman.   


Charles  A.   Wagner, 
P.    Frank  Brennan,   . 


Altoona,    

Allentown, 

Ambridge,   

Archbald,     

Ashland,     

Bangor,    

Beaver    Falls,    - 

Berwick,   

Bethlehem,    

Peckville,   

Bloomsburg,    _. 

Braddock.   

Bradford,    

Bristol.   

Butler,    

Carbondale,   — 

Carlisle,    

Carnegie,    

Chambersburg, 

Charleroi,    

Glenside.    


Wm.  T.  Gordon,  — 
William  0.  Sampson, 
Stanley  P.  Ashe,  _— 
A.    M.    Weaver,    

C.  E.    Hilborn.   

Chas.    L.   Wilson,   — 

D.  N.  Dieffenbacher, 
Wilmcr  A.    Kreider,    . 

A.   W.   Marvin,   

Thos.    M.    Gilland,    - 

Ira    M.    Gast,    

C.   F.   Hoban,   

C.    H.    Wolford,    

Robt.  E.  Laramy,  . 
Chas.    F.    Becker,   — 

Ira   L.   Bush,   

N.  P.  Kinsley,  

L.    R.    Eckles,    

Albert   Montgomery, 

John  H.  Alleman,  — 
Grant  B.  Gerberich,  _ 
Oden  C.  Gortner,  — 
Frederick  E.  Downes, 
David  A.  Harman,  _ 
Joseph    B.    Gabrio,    - 


Chester,    — 
Shamokin, 


Coatesville,    — 

Columbia,   

Connellsville,  - 
Conshohocken, 
Coraopolis,     _. 

Corry,   

Danville,    

Darby,    

Dickson  City, 

Donora,    

DuBois,    

Dunmore.    

Diuiuesne,    

Easton,    

Ellwood  City, 

Erie.   

Farrell,   

Franklin, 


McOlellandtown, 


Greensburg, 
Greenville.  . 
Hanover.  _. 
Harrisburg, 
Hazleton,  _ 
Hazleton,    . 


Salary. 


Landis   Tanger,    .. 
Wm.   M.  Rife,   — . 

E.  W.    Long,    

J.    N.    Adee,    

M.   B.   Wineland,  . 
H.    O.    Dietrich,   .. 

F.  W.  Goodwin,  _. 
Hervey  B.    Work, 
Elmer    E.    Kuntz, 
R.    M.    Steele.    — . 
E.    M.    Balsbaugh. 

E.    S.    Rice,    

O.  W.  Hunt,  

S.    E.    Downs,    


Joseph  B.  Riehey.  . 
Thos.  K.  Johnston, 
Harry  A.  O'Day,  . 
Jos.    F.    Noonan,    . 

Edward  Sargent,  — 
H.    J.    Wiekey,   — - 


Homestead.    , 
Huntingdon, 
Jeannette.   — 
Johnstown, 

Juniata,   

Kane,    

Kittanning, 
Lancaster,  . 
Lansford,  -- 
Latrobe.  — 
Lebanon.  --. 
Lewistown,  . 
Lock  Haven, 
.'\rdmore,   — 


McKeesport.  — 
McKees  Rocks. 
Mahanoy  City, 
Mahanoy  City, 


Meadville,    . 
Middletown, 


$2,100 

3,400 
3,500 
2,520 
1.800 
1,700 
1,700 
3,600 
1,800 
2,600 
1.600 
2,000 
2,200 
2,400 
1,200 
3,500 
1.800 
1.800 
3,000 
2,000 
2,100 
2.500 

3,500 
2,500 

2,000 
1,600 
2,400 
1,500 
2.10O 
1,600 
1,400 
1,800 
1,800 
2,000 
2,400 
2.700 
2,500 
3,000 
2,300 
4,000 
2,200 
2,000 
1.800 

3,000 
2,400 
1.500 
3,500 
3,000 
3,000 

2,400 
1,600 
1,800 
3,500 
1,500 
1,800 
2,000 
3,000 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
1,800 
1,800 
3,500 

3,500 
2,700 
2.000 
2,400 

2,500 
1,200 


No.  11. 


STATISTICS. 


713 


DISTRICT    SUPERINTENDENTS— Continued. 


Oity,    Borough    or 
Township. 


Milton,     I 

Minersville.    

Monessen,  

Monongahela  City,  

Mouiit  Carmel,  

Mt.       Pleasant       township, 
(.Westmoreland    Co.)  1 

Munhall,    

Nanticoke,    , 

New    Brightoo,    ^ 

New  Castle,  j 

New  Kensington,    .1 

Newport  township,   (Luzerne 
Co.)  I 

Norristown,   

Northampton,    

Oil   City,   

Old  Forge,  

Olyphant,    

Philadelphia,     

Phoeuixville,    ' 

Pittsburgh.    

Pittston,   

Pottstown,    

Pottsville,     

Punxsutawney,    

Radnor      township,       (Dela- 
Avare   Oo.) 

Reading,    

Redstone  township,    (Payette 
Co.) 

Rochester,    

Rcstraver   township,    (West- 
moreland Oo.) 

Scranton.    

Shamokin,    

Sharon,    

Shenandoah,    

South   Bethlehem,   

Steelton,    

Sunbury,   

Swissvale.   

Tamaqua,    

Tarentum.    

Taylor,    

Throop.   

Titusville,     

Tyrone,    

Uniontown,     

Upper  Darby,    

Vandergrift.    

Warren.   

Washington,   

Waynesboro,    

West   Chester,    

West     Mahanov     township, 
(Schuylkill  Oo.) 

Wilkes-Rarre,    

Wilkinsburg,   

Windber.   

Williamsport,   

Winton.   

York,    


Name. 

(Commission  expires 

May,   1918.) 


Postofflce. 


Salary. 


Wallace  W.    Fetzer.  ._ Milton,    

C.   E.  Raudabush,   j  Minersville,   

H.   E.   Gress,   Monessen,    

Renwick  G.  Dean,  Monongahela,   . 

Samuel  H.   pean,   ,  Mount  Carmel, 

Walter  E.  Evans,  I  Mt.  Pleasant,  . 


Chas.   R.   Stone,    '  Munhall,  

Alton  P.  Diffendafer,  Nanticoke.    

Floyd    Atwell,    i  New    Brighton,    . 

George  A.   Dickson,  ;  New  Castle,    

J.   E.   Hershberger,   New   Kensington, 

Thomas  A.  Dixon,  I  Glenlyon,   


Allen   S.    Ma.rtin,   1  Norristown.    — 

William  D.    Landis,   Northampton, 

James  J.   Palm«r.  !  Oil  City,  

Francis  R.  Coyne,  Old   Forge,   

M.    W.    Cummings.    '  Olyphant.    

John   P.   Garber.  I  Philadelphia,   — 

Isaac  Doughton,  1  Phoenixville.    -- 

William  M.  Davidson, j  Pittsburgh,    — 

Francis   S.    McGuigan,    '  Pittston,    - 

Wm.    W.    Rupert,   Pottstown,   

E.   R.   Barclay,  1   Pottsville,     

Ftank  S.  Jackson,  1  Punxsutawney, 

Geo.   H.   Wilson,   Wayne,   


Chas.    S.    Foos,   ;  Reading,    ' 

Ira  H.   Hess,   I  Brownsville  R.  D.  20, ^ 

William   S.    Taft,    '  Rochester,   ' 

W.  H.   Cober,  Belle  Vernon,  R.  D.  34,  — 


S.  E.  Weber,  

Joseph  Howerth,   

W.  D.  Gamble,  

J.   W.   Cooper,   

Abner  H.  Buck,  

L.  E.  McGinnes, 

I.   0.  M.  Ellenberger, 

O.  C.  Kelso,  

J.   F.   Derr,  

Andrew  D.    Endsley,   . 
Wm.  S.  Robinson,  — . 

John   J.    O'Hara,    

Henry    Pease,    

W.  W.  Raker,  

Chas.   N.   McCune,   „. 
H.    M.    Mendenhall,   .. 

T.  T.  Allen,   

R.   T.  Adams.  

Thos.  G.  McCleary.  .. 

J.   H.   R€ber,   

Addison  L.   Jones,   — . 
M.   H.   Carey,   


James  M.  Coughlin, 
James  L.  Allison,  .. 

W.  W.  Lantz,  

Fred  W.  Robbins, 


Scranton,    

Shamokin,  

Sharon,     

Shenandoah,    .. 
So.    Bethlehem, 

Steelton,    

Sunbury,    

Swissvale,    

Tamaqua,   

Tarentum,    

Taylor,   

Throop,    

Titusville,    

Tyrone,    

Uniontown,    — 
Upper  Darby, 
Vandergrift,    _ 

Warren,    

Washington,    . 
Waynesboro,   - 
West  Chester, 
Lost  Oreek.   — 

Wilkes-Barre. 
Wilkinsburg,    _ 

Windber,    

Williamsport, 


John   J.   .Judge,    i  Jessup, 

Atreus  Wanner i  York, 


1,809 
1,800 
2,400 
2,000 
1,800 
2,000 

2,500 
2,600 
2,400 
2,800 
2,500 
2,000 

2,600 
2,000 
3,600 
1,800 
1,800 
9,000 
1,700 
9,000 
2,400 
2,000 
2,400 
2,400 
2,800 

4.000 
1,800 

2,100 
1,500 

5,000 
3,000 
2,300 
2,200 
1,800 
2,500 
2,400 
3,000 
1,800 
2,650 
1,700 
1,560 
2,250 
1,800 
3,000 
1,600 
2,600 
2,500 
3,000 
1.800 
2,500 
1,500 

4,500 
3,000 
1,6.50 
2,900 
1,800 
2,500 
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ASSISTANT  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS. 


Adams. 
W.   Raymond  Shank,   New  Oxford. 

Alleglieny. 
Charles   E.    Dickey,    Avalon. 
*W.    S.    Bryan,    Carnegie. 
Orton  Lowe,   Wilkinslmrg. 
S.  H.  Rcplogle,  Oakmont. 
J.  Elwood  Wherry,  Aspinwall. 
Ernest    C.    Noyes,    826    Hutchinson    Ave. 
burgh. 

Armstrong. 
J.  L.  Hazlett,  Worthington. 

Beaver. 
N.  N.  Nelson,  Beaver. 

Bedford. 
H.  D.  Metzger,  Bedford. 

BerkK. 
Alvin  F.  Kemp,  Hortztowni. 
William  H.  Mattes,  Sinking  Spring. 


Blair. 


H.   S.  Fleck,  Tyrone. 


Bradford. 
.T.  Andrew  Morrow,  Towanda. 
Wm.  T.   Clarke,   Waverly,   N.   Y. 

Bucks. 
Albert  C.  Rutter,  Perkasie. 
S.   Mervin  Smyser,  Morrisville. 

Batler. 
Melvin  W.   Riddle,   Butler. 


Sarah  .Tones,    Jollnsto^^'n    (Westmont). 
Victor  D.   Mulliollen,   Wilmore. 

Carbon. 
Elizabeth  C.  Wills,  Palmerton. 

Centre. 
F.   Milford  Fletcher,   Howard. 

Chester. 
.John  H.  Tyson,   Pottsto^\ni 
Clyde  T.  Saylor,  Pottstown. 

Clarion. 
Cyrus  A.   Iiliddleswarth,  Clarion. 

ClearfieM. 
C.  B.  Wilson,   Clearfield. 
David  Yingling,  Wcstover. 

CoJumhia. 
Ida  M.   Walter,   Catawissa. 

Craicford. 
C.   F.   Adanison,  Meadville. 

Cumberland. 
W.   G.  Rice,   Carlisle. 

Dauphin. 
W.    R.    Zimmennan,    Harrisburg. 

Delaicare. 
William  H.   Swank,  Media,  R.  F.  D.  No.  3. 

Elk. 
O.   G.   F.   Bonnert,   Wilcox. 


Erie. 
E.  R.  Hadlock,  Union  City. 

Fayette. 

Helen   N.   Carroll,    Connellsville. 
R.   V.    Ritenour,    Oliiopyle. 
James  G.   Robinson,   Smock. 

Franklin. 
.T.   L.   Finafiock,   Mercersburg. 

Greene. 
Kent  Kelley,   Waynesburg. 

Huntingdon. 
tChas.  L.  Isenberg,  McConnellstown. 

Indiana. 
C.  A.   Campbell,   Armaugh. 
Joseph  E.    Weaver,    Indiana. 

Jefferson. 
C.   A.    Ander.son,    Brookville. 

Lackawanna. 
Eunice  V.   Hall,    Scranton. 

Lancaster. 
G.  Read  Alexander,  Mount  Nebo. 
Daniel  W.  Geist,  Blue  Ball. 
Samuel   S.   Simons,   Marietta. 

Laiorence. 
Tad  E.  Shields,  New  Bedford. 

Lebanon. 
Harry  C.  Moyer,   Schaefferstown. 

Lehigh. 
Men'in  J.  Wertman,  Orefield. 

Luzerne. 
Jesse  A.  Alden,  Freelan. 
William  G.    Jenkins,   Edwardsville. 
Asa  E.   Lewis,   Dallas. 
P.   J.   Manloy,   Pittston. 

Lycoming. 
B.    Lloyd  Rogers,    Williamsport. 

McKean. 
Burt   S.   Taylor,    Bradford. 

Mercer. 
Kate  G.  Barnes,   Grove  City. 

Montgomery. 
Caroline  B.  Niblo,  Conshohocken. 
W.  D.   Beyer,   Norristo\vn,   R.   F.   D.   No.   3. 

^Northampton. 
James   M.   Frankenfteld,   Butztown. 

Northumberland. 
George  L.  Swank,  Sunbury. 
Potter. 
.\.  P.   Akeley,  Coudersport. 

ScJmylkill. 
M.    E.    Foyle,   Hecksherville. 
N.   M.   Frank,   Gordon. 
James  M.   Schrope,  Hegins. 

Somerset. 
J.  M.  Custer,   Somerset. 
M.  R.   Schrock,   Fricdens,   R.   F.   D.   No.  2. 
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COUNTY. 

Susquehanna. 
Clara  Winans,   Montrose. 

Tioga. 
J.   G.   Maivh,   Wellsboro. 

Venango. 
L.   H.   Peffcr,   Franklin. 

Warren. 
fH.   LeRoy  Blair,   Clarendon. 

Washington. 
H.   S.  Kiitler,   Canonsburg. 
C.  R.  Dautienspock,   Washington. 


Wayne. 
W.  W.  Menhennott,  Lakewood. 

Westynorcland. 

Wilmer  G.  Dugan,  Parnassus. 
C.  F.  Maxwell,   Greensburg. 
John   H.    Elliott,    Mount    I'leasant. 
S.    Carson    Wallace,    428    Oakland    Ave.,    Greens- 
burg. 

York. 

Charles  Albright,  Hanover. 
William  F.   Wilson,   Highrook. 


NOTE : — The  salary  of  Assistant  County  Superintendents  is  fbced  by  law  at  twelve  hundred 
($1,200)  dollars,  which  is  paid  by  the  State,  but  the  convention  electing  the  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent may  vote  him  additional  salary  from  the  school  appropriation  due  its  o^^•ll  county. 


ASSISTANT  DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENTS. 


City,   Borough  or 
TowDsliip. 

Name. 

(Oommission  expires 

May,  1918.  J 

Postofflce. 

Salary. 

Allentown,    ..      —  _ 

Cliarles  F.   S»idel,  - 

H.  G.  Means,     _    

Alleatown,      -.    _    

$1,800 
1  500 

Huntingdon,    ..      _ 

Huntingdon 

Ella   Peach,   ..        ...    ... 

1,800 
2  700 

Wllkes-Barre,    --       --       

Harry  H.   Zeiser,     . 

Wilkes-Barre, 

*Died  October  16,    1917. 

tin  serv-ice  of  U.  S.  Government. 
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Lebanon 97  550 

Lehigh,  99  552 

Luzerne,  100  554 

Lycoming,    101  558 

McKean,    103  562 

Mercer 106  564 

MifHin 107  568 

Monroe,    ■ 109  570 
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